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Constitution, s Seu, Jahn Mcaln, helping Clinton, Dole said with a find an effective way to tum his Itis unclear whether the conditions

WASHINGTON — Offen regarded  R-Ariz, a decorated war hero from
: trace of impatience. “We have only action against him. ; that Dole is proposing will be suffi-
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or awkward combination of the two,

— Vietnam — who teamed up with
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole is o

Dole on Bosnia even though he is sup- and demonstrated some consistency

commander in chief.”
with his earlier criticism of Clinton’s

casualties begin to mount. “Like
On the surface, it appears that Dole .

Clinton, he walked into the wind

giving the world a glimpse of what ’ . d

many colleagues regard as the essen- ﬁgﬁ’ﬁiﬁ%‘f &Dgéﬁsgm ﬂ-}re;_h i was taking the kind of political risks Bosnia policy — by insisting that any instead of keeping it at his back” and
tial Dole: the “He was under a lot of preéure he has tried to avoid in his role as Senate resolution of support include could suffer the consequences, said
wounded, deco- byt he did what his whole history said front-runner for the GOP nomination.  conditions aimed at ensuring the Lieberman. \
rated World War  he would do. He supported his presi- .

II veteran who
never forgot how
to salute his com-
mander in chief.

When he
agreed Thurs-
day to support
President Clin-

dent, his country and, probably most
importantly to him, his country’s
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ton's plan to
send 20,000 US. x el o
troops to Bosnia o y :
to help enforce a
e wa rm plan
what supporters and detractors alike e :
refer to as his "told values,” including : <
a conviction that partisanship sto :
the water's edge, egpedaﬁy “p,f,:,: THE TOPEKA CAPITAL-JOURNAL Saturday, December 2, 1995 Continued from page 1-A said a team was in Bosnia trying to to keep Vietnam in mind.
American lives are at stake. - ; s 3 . assess what the government forces “If the president doesn't have the
After playing every angle on issues BoOSNIA : Secretary William Perry and Gen. might need to bring them up to parity support of the American people, or
John Shalikashvili were asked about with the better-armed Serb forces. that support begins to waver and then

ranging from Hollywood to guns and
gay rights in his bid for the
Republican presidential nomination,
Dole appeared to be driven by some
kind of inner force to give at least

to reverse itself, the président is
going to be in a very difficult situa-
tion,"” Byrd said.

Earlier, at the Foreign Relations
hearing, Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., a

Dole said that confusion on the
issue of arming and training the
Bosnians “raises a serious question
as to whether the safe and honorable

withdrawal at the com-

| the possibility that the mission would
expand beyond what is contemplat-
ed.
Shalikashvili, the nation's top mili-
tary officer, said that

Dole wants

support to the president he . .
i;‘mﬁ:gg tg por'e';:tlace, a[::commg to . reserve units needed for  * 1 N1S pOllCY  pletion of their mission ~Vietnam veteran, said, “We are not
close colleagues. the buildup were being y , ~can be assured.” passing a Tonkin Gulf-type resolu- |

h ’ notified. He didn't iden- palnts 1 bu]l S The Senate leader tion,” a reference to the resolution
tify them. but he and called on the adminis- that authorized the buildup under
Perry have said that tration to “present to President Johnson. |
' 4 about 3,500 reservists CYC on CVC['Y the Congress without In response to several questions
= would be needed. A $ delay a concrete, about the possibility the mission
on omla The general was merican detailed and effective could extend longer than a year,
pressed to give an esti- . ” plan to assure that Perry said, “I don't envision the cir-
> ! mate.of casualties but soldier. Bosnia will be able to cumstances in which I would ask for
. ; sai‘i it was impossible to 2 A defend itself at the time any extension of that commitment.”
2 do that with any relia- . of the American with- At the White House, Richard
: bility. He said that —Rep. Ike Skelton drawal.” Holbrooke, assistant secretary of
COHgl’CSSlOHaI Support seems to bC gI'OWlng. kased on the experience Other senators state and an engineer of the Bosnia

agreement, told a briefing that con-
gressional and public opposition to
the use of U.S. troops was inevitable
after Vietnam, Lebanon, Somalia,
and four years of televised images of
war in Bosnia.

“Leadership requires doing things
in the national interest even if the
radio talk shows run 100 to one
against you at the outset,” Holbrooke
said.

sought assurances from
the administration that the mission
wouldn't be expanded or extended.

“There’s a lot of concern that this
could be a slippery slope,” said Sen.
Rod Grams, R-Minn,

Referring to opinion polls that
show most Americans oppose the
deployment, Byrd, D-W.Va,, said dur-
ing an Appropriations Committee
hearing that President Clinton ought

of U.N, forces there

could be about 50 in a year. But he
emphasized the U.N. forces were on a
different mission and were lightly
armed.

The question of arming and train-
ing Bosnian forces has received a
mixed reception.

At a House committee hearing on
Thursday, Rep. Ike Skelton, D-Mo.,
appealed to the administration not to
even indirectly assist in the arming
and training of the mostly Muslim _
Bosnian army.

Skelton said it was “inviting
vengeance” by the Serbs.

“This policy paints a bull's eye on
every American soldier,” he said.

Perry and Shalikashvili said the
United States was supporting a pro-

By DONALD M. ROTHBERG
The Associated Press

ASHINGTON — Senate
Majority Leader Bob Dole

tion supporting the troop deploy-
ment.

Dole's statement came just as
administration officials were sound-
ing more optimistic about winning
the backing of Congress.

Largely on the basis of Dole's earli-
er statement, the Bosnia mission
appeared to gather support on
Capitol Hill, though senators prod-
ded the administration to spell out
what the troops will be asked to do.

“We might keep in mind Vietnam,"
cautioned Sen. Robert C, Byrd.

After three hours before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher said: “I think Congress is
indicating, at least individually, a

threatened Friday to with-
hold his support for sending U.S.
troops to Bosnia TR
if President
Clinton doesn't
lay out “a con- M Related
| crete, detailed storles, page 3-A — .
and effective
plan” for arming and training the
Bosnian military.
“I remain deeply concerned that
the plans and commitment of the
administration to an immediate pro-
gram for the equipping and training
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