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Judget negotiations

Replay of shutdown
Iooms next month

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -~ Capping a
yearlong feud, the Clinton admin-
istration and Republican lawmak-
ers began budget talks Tuesday,
expressing hope that a deal could
be struck, but warning of tough
bargaining ahead.

Facing a possible Dec. 16 replay
of this month’s six-day partial fed-
eral government shutdown, nego-
tidtors met for more than an hour
in:a wood-paneled Capitol room to
begin seeking a pact for balancing
the budget by 2002.

‘President Clinton’s goal was to
témper GOP plans to extract sav-
ings from Medicare, Medicaid,
welfare, education and environ-
meéntal programs, and to shrink
the Republican $245 billion seven-
year tax cut for many families
and businesses,

“The mood is somber because of
the big job we know we have to
do,” Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Pete Domenici, R-N.M.,
told reporters allowed into the
room moments before the closed-
door talks began.

“Good start,” said White House
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta when
the meeting was over.

Five congressional Republicans
sat at a rectangular table, facing
seven administration officials and
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" Dole, R-Kan., called the chances
of reaching an agreement by Dec.
15 “at least 50-50. I'm hopeful.”

_ The Associated Press

House lﬁ.dur Newt Olnﬁrl:h {left) ﬁnd-‘qmno Majority Leader Bob
Dole will play key roles in hammering out a budget-compromise.

congressional Democrats. Each
side had more than a dozen aides
in the room, across a corridor
from the Senate chamber.

In that corridor, staring res-
olutely at the meeting room is a
marble bust of former President
Bush. In 1990, Bush participated in
marathon budget talks that pro-
duced bipartisan tax increases
that contributed to his 1992 re-
election defeat by Clinton.

Dole backs
U.S. mission

By Elaine Sciolino
New York Times News Service

WASHINGTON — In a major boost
to President Clinton's decision to

acknowledged in a telephone inter-
view that US. troops would be in
Rl e e o et
dentaﬂerbehadmadehisde&ﬂn"ﬁ.
would undermine the soldiers’
morale.

“It wasn't easy," he said of his deci-
sion. “] knew the easy way out was to
go out and trash Hous

He added, in an allusion to his

Hours before Tuesday’s talks
began, Clinton lunched with De-
mocratic senators in the Capitol
and told them he wants to strike a
deal, participants said.

“He said he owes the American
people his best efforts to do every-
thing he can to bridge the gaps,”
said Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev. But
Clinton also promised to fend off
proposed savings from Medicare
and other social programs, say-
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, “People will fall through the
- publican plans, according WR;“‘;‘;

White House to discuss the budget

and Bosnia before he flew to Eu-

rope. Prior to that, White House

aides sounded notes of caution :

over the budget bargaining.
“It’s not going to be easy. There
are large differences here,” ac-

- knowledged Panetta.

"And on Fox television's “Morn-
ing = News,” White. House
spokesman Mike McCurry cited
.philosophical differences over the
government’s role in American life
and its price tag and said, “I sus-
pect that those kinds of issues will
have to be settled in November of
1996,” when presidential and con-
gressional elections will be held.

That prompted Domenici to say
that in that event, “It’s the White
House that’s destroying the oppor-
tunity to get a balanced budget.”

“The price of not getting a deal

is higher than the price of getting |

a deal,” said House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, R-Ga.
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By THOMAS OLIPHANT
The Boston Globe - '
WASHINGTON — For those
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_ in leadership col-
mnsﬁtgsearch' a compromise:
tomqjg}ﬂlegomnt or a few

jetted in and out of Florida to
strike a combative before the
GOP activists big shots as-

sembled in Orlando to cast the last

straw poll of the

campaign, vowing that this will not
. be an autumn of com;xtstgfzgslye Ll
* _ Whereupon, once
' here with:another ho-hum victory
. under his belt, he proceeded to ar-
, range a compromise, _
* Connecting these latest Dole dots
" is easy on the surface, but beware:
. The only certainty in the Dole
_ ccording to. senior advisers,
** their guy has come i
training with his road to the nomi-
nation still smooth and lacking an
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Dole Puts Principle .
Ahead of Politics

|
For many, the nightmare scenario for the 1996 presi- |
dentialelecﬁonfeattmadebatebehveenBﬂlClintonarﬂBobi
Dole. ;

There wouldn't be enough syrup in the world to cover that |
many waffles..

But today, at least on one key issue, neither of the appar-
ent presidential finalists is waffling. And both are standing on
the same side of the issue. For that, Dole deserves much cred-
it.

Even if Dole were not trying to take Clinton's job away |
from him, his role as the leader of the Republicans in the Sen- |
ate might be reason enough for him to pick apart the
dent's Bosnia policy, just as he has picked apart his budget, |
welfare, defense and arts policies.

There's only one problem. Clinton is right, and Dole
knows it.

Infact,Do]ecanclaimﬂlathewasﬁghtbefomC]intoni
was. Dole is no johnny-come-lately to this issue. Even when
the White House was in Republican hands, Dole was the clear- |
est voice for western action to stop the slaughter of innocents
in Sarajevo and elsewhere in Bosnia.

BOSNIA

—that-at thhpoint we-shouldn’t-be so—
Dole added that he was holding

the $243 billion bill because it con-
tained more money than he had
requested, it would also provide the
$2billion needed fo pay for the
Bosnia operation.

In discussing the Bosnia opera-
tion, the administration previously
talked in terms of $1.2 billion as the
cost for the troop deployment.

Before theé House International
Relations Committee, however,
Perry said that in addition there
would be $500 million for support
. operations and $300 million for con-

tinuing - air - operations such as

enforcing the “nofly zone.” The
million is not a new cost.

Perry also said that in addition to

the 20,000 troops in Bosnia there

As the

administration’s argument that fail-
ure to take part in the mission

Flleni

"

Her

decides something as important
committing US. troops abroad. He
argued passionately against the use
of US. troops against President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq over
Kuwait, but once President George -
Bush decided to do so, he worked
hard to win support for him.

NATO allies considered commit-

Dole's policy never involved American ground troops. But
it did rely on western air power, which also would have put
Americans at risk. And it called on America to side, rightly,
Monday, when Clinton had handed his political rivals the
best weapon they have ever had to bludgeon him with, Dole
declined.

"We need to find some way to be able to support the presi-
dent," Dole sad. L

~ In taking this stand, Dole risks allowing party rivals Phil
s:deGramnHe mﬁm to outflank him on the isolationist
ide. that. He is supporting the president anyway. .

Of course, this is not all altruistic on Dole's part. Foi)'{orie
thing, he imagines himself sitting in the Oval Office two years
from now, and he knows he will want the same freedom to act
that Clinton now seeks.

He also knows, shrewd politician that he is, that he can
have more influence on the details of American policy in Bos-
nia if he is generally seen as a supporter than he would as a
knee-jerk critic. :

But even such selfish reasons for his stand show a long-
term, pragmatic view that Dole has long been known for but
seldom shown as he has spent months kowtowing to the radi-
cal right as part of his presidential campaign. -

In taking their stands on Bosnia, both Clinton and Dole
are taking a huge political risk. It is to the benefit of the Bos-
nians, and of peace in general, that they have chosen to take
the same risk, at the same time. — The Salina Journal -

United States: and its

_be both arduous

omination

ening of Nov. 17, Sen- ¢
Sty leader Bob Dole led

D e oy add

: ' add, re-
ik it s ki o
clear cause. He has, they sum up,
tGome through the fifs-and starts of
the precampaign with gobs of

Dole i

tialk
NotyCOI.in Powell from the middle;
not Jack Kemp from the futurist,
New Ideas world; not Dan Quayle
Flghiirg Civieii: ol oobebly

ight Wity Chiristisiis;

not Newt Gingrich from the con-
g‘:ﬁional revolutionaries (tho!

le himself will believe it when

hears it definitively from Gingrich
himself)

On the surface, this might ap-
ﬁr to be the moment when a
nt-runner ins to shift his
attention from ideology-driven
Do Vs i v of
, less -wing universe o
icans and conservatives
who will ac vote next year,
not to mentio much broader
universe of voters who will decide
thelvﬁei‘hraleledionitse]f. A
re speci , the temptation
was to on the budget compro-
mise would temporarily re-
open the government and posit the
return of Dealm%‘koer Dole — the
m a partisan
base make big things

hanen here.
t's possible, but don't count on

| it. More than all his pals and advis-

ers, Dole remains riveted on a
gtratet% of concentrating on secur-
ing lican nomination
above all else; his: memories of his
1988 collapse almost ‘on the brink of
victory over. George Bush are con-
su:rmnﬁmI T hewas
| crudely insulting gay people, junk-
‘u;g hw%v? rights convic-
tions or carrying Gingrich's water
| — Dole has given his opposition
not a millimeter of substantive run-
oyt g
0 maneuvers didn't
substantially change things. It is
easy for Dole to give an opponent
like Sen. t‘l:hll Gra:an of Texas an
gung € compromise
i e;r l'empengptﬁfge %os\;gmmtent; that
. prm?spect ct cal not a sec-
g{rg s18 tation upon Dole's return

For one thing, Dole's right flank
covered for the moml;r%thby the
C flanks of Gin-
grich. For another, the Dole view
of the world strongly prefers that
Gramm be the senator's principal
rival and foil in the primaries.

Nonetheless, the Dole view is
also grounded in the cautionary
conviction that eventually a front-
runner has to face at least one
near-death experience and that he
will be no exception.

It was simple to arrange a short:
term compromise, but the negoti- ,
ations with President Clinton on
balancing the budget for real will

To understate the point, the idea
ﬂ'ﬁi{ts D(?}e v.'rgd do anything that
ris ingrich's opposition, much
less his candidacy?pigmfar-fetched;
so far he's even happy to let Ging-
rich upstage him in front of
*The irony s that th

irony is once again the
tactics that help get Dole thg:?onﬁ-
nation make his ultimate task of
beating Clinton more difficult. And
the worse Dole looks in the polls,
the more Republicans wonder if
they're being led off a cliff.

Dole's Merle Haggard re.-ﬁyonse
— it's not love, but it's not bad — is
at least accurate. But it under-
states the instability of the Republi-
can world and ignores the extent to
which his ing has harmed
him among moderate and indepen-
dent voters.
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