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DERRY ‘NH. - At 78, Ralph
Bonner 't consider ‘himself
Old. He still finds time to go line

. alal;i;g with his' wife every

But ask Bonner if hé has the
stamina to be president.

“Oh, no,” the Derry man says.

nts seem to aervé a few
years and look beaten up.”

‘Bonner, like many others his
age, wonders whether someone
like Senate Majority Leader Bob
Dole, who is 72, could handle the
atmss and strain of the Oval
Office,

“It wears men down,” Bonner
says. “He probably could handle it
for a while, but would he serve
Jjust one term and end up like
Ronald Reagan with Alzheimer’s?
Who knows?”

While Dole - considered the
front-runner for the Republican
presidential nomination - gets
much of his support from the
elderly, many of them express con-
cern about his age, drawing com-
parisons with their own abilities
and, in some cases, limitations.

Dole will be 73 after the elec-
tion, which would make him the
oldest person to become president.
Reagan was 73 when re-elected
but entered the White House at

Bonner a Republican, has not
decided who he will vote for, but
his wife, Phyllis, says she has
stuck by Dole in the past and
plans to cast her vote for him
ag_pmmNew Hampshire's Feb. 20

Mrs. 'Bonner, 74, says she's con-
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Leader Bob Dole, 72:
“Presidents seem to serve a
few years and look beaten up.

may . survive, but the way
things are gmng, I have my fin-

78, Derry, N.-H.
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“By the time he gets elected

and gets four years in he'll be
over 75. He should retire. They
make us retire.” — Katherine
Wolk, 72, Des Moines, Iowa.

* % ¥

“It's almost unfair. You

almost have to say how am I
going to predict how this man’s
health and age is going to be
for next four years? History
would say it probably will be
very difficult for him.,” -
George Wells, 73, Sutton, N.H.
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. “I don’t know anything
about Dole, but the guy seems
to be quite active politically
and physically. How he’s going
to be after two years, who
knows? But how any of these
guys are going to be after two

 candidacy of Senate Mqiprlt.y" '

It’s sortofﬂﬁrWhoh:m?He )

gers crossed.” - Ralph Bonner,

.One term and then he's going

years, who knows?” — Harry
Weber, 77, New London, N.H.
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“I like a younger president.

to be 74 or 75, if he’s alive.
That’s pretty old to be a first-
term president.” - Dorothy
Hoppe, 84, Des Moines, Iowa.
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“People that age start to
deteriorate. Whoever sur-
rounds them has a great deal
of influence, you get where you
don’t know who'’s running the
country.” -~ Bob Silverstein, 69,

North Miami Beach, Fla.

cerned about Dole's age but shrug-
ging her shoulders, she adds: “I
listen to him. I like him.”

Dole tried to diffuse the age
issue early in his campaign,
releasing medical records that

depict him as a man in excellent
shape for his age. He also says he's
had no recurrence of. his 1991
prostate cancer.

Noting the generational con-

trast of a candidate with a World

.-War I combat record running
_against President Clinton, a

VietnamWarpmtester Dole says

- his ‘candidacy | is’ warranted.

“Maybe there’s one more call to

I'-_'aervice for my generation,” he
| sayr

(.‘laarly older people like

. (Dole) better than young people,”

said Andrew Kohut, director of

' the Tlmes-MImor Center for- t.he

People and the Press,

A nationwide Times-Mirror
poll conducted in September
found 25 percent of people 65 and
older said there is a good chance
they would vote for Dole if he is
the Republican nominee in 1996.
That compares with 11 percent of
people under 30.The poll’s margin
of erroris 3 percentage points.

Dole’s active role in the Senate
leadership combined with his
aggresaiva campaign schedule
convince many that he is healthy
enough to take on the presidency.

“The man’s been very active, in
the throes of the battles in the
Senate,” said Arthur Pomerantz,
an 81-year-old retired real estate
salesman living in North Miami
Beach, Fla. “At least for the fore-
seeable future, the next four or'
five years he should be all right. |

° He seems to be healthy and he'’s

used to the stress.”

. Ethel Hammer, 96, of Des
Moines, Iowa, agrees that age
affects people differently.

“I know some people at 72 get
Alzheimer’s and they’re all mixed
up. If they've got the right mind,
like me, (their age) wouldn’t both-
er me,” she said.

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.
http://dolearchives.ku.edu
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Chnth leads Dole in latest poll

Poll shows Kansan gaining GOP support with Powell out of race.

i
;The. Assocuatad Press

|

: ASHINGTON — Senate Major-
II ity Leader Bob Dole gains
f Republican support with
|Colin Powell out of the presidential
irace, but President Clinton would beat

'Dole if the 1996 election were held

y, a poll indicates.

t many of those questioned in:

e Time magazine-CNN poll released
Saturday are considered “leaners,”
not strongly behind Dole or Clinton
yet, and a Newsweek poll, also
'released Saturday, puts such a two-
way race in a statistical dead heat.
“These numbers don't have a
‘tremendous predictive value yet,”
‘'said Keating Holland, polling editor
at CNN. “All we can say at this point
is that given a choice between Dole
and Clinton, Clinton would win."”
The Time-CNN telephone poll was

conducted Oct, 31-Nov. 6 — before
Powell, the retired chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said he wouldn't
make a White House bid. But the poll
asked the 4,787 registered voters sur-
veyed about their choices with and
without Powell in the race.

This “Election Monitor” poll had a
margin of error of 1.5 percentage
points. Pollsters planned to track
these same voters throughout the
1996 campaign to measure trends and
changing attitudes.

The Time-CNN poll found that:

@ In a Clinton-Dole match-up, 48

nomination and 24 percent Powell.

Without Powell in the race, Dole’s

support increased to 45 percent, fol-
lowed by 8 percent for Sen. Phil
Gramm of Texas.

percent said they would vote for Clin- .

ton and 42 percent would support
Dole. (This included so-called lean-
ers.) Four percent said they wouldn't

vote, and 6 percent said they weren't

sure of their choice.
@ Among Republicans, 32 percent
said they supported Dole for the GOP
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Questions continue: Is Dole too old for joh? Pl shows Dole gaining,

Older voters divided,
but their age group
backs Dole the most

By NANCY ROBERTS TROTT
Associated Press
. DERRY, N.H. — At 78, Ralph
Bonner doesn’t consider himself old.
He still finds time to go line dancing
with his wife every Friday.

But ask Bonner if he has the stami-

— The race for GOP

“Clearly older people like (Dole)
better than young people,” said Andrew
Kohut, director of the Times-Mirror
Center for the People and the Press.

A nationwide Times-Mirror poll
conducted in found 25 per-
cent of people 65 and older said there

“I know some people at 72 get
Alzheimer’s and they’re all mixed up.
If they've got the right mind, like me,
;aﬂﬁ.nh‘agu) wouldn’t bother me,” she

Chris Gikas, 75, of Bedford, a fellow
World War II vet, said he trusts Dole
because of his lengthy experience in
Washington. Dole has served in
Congress since 1960. However, Gikas
said the presidency can take its toll on

Republican support

out of the presidential race, but
President Clinton would beat Dole if
the 1996 election were held today, a
poll indicates.-

Time magazine-CNN po
Sntmhymcunﬂdunﬂ"leam'mt
strongly behind Dole or Clinton yet,
and a Newsweek poll, also released
Saturday, puts such a two-way race in
a statistical dead heat.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate

Majority Leader Bob Dole gains

with Colin Powell

Bllmanydthouqtutlmedlnthe
1l released

“These numbers don’t have a

tremendous predictive value yet,” said
Keating Holland, polling editor at
CNN. “All we can say at this point is
that given a choice between Dole and
Clinton, Clinton would win.”

telephone poll was port
conducted Oct. 31-Nov. 6 — before
Powell, the retired chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said that he
wouldn't make a White House bid. But
the poll asked the 4,787 registered vot-
ers surveyed about their choices with |
and without Powell in the race.

The Time-CNN

but Clinton likely winner

This “Election Monitor” poll had a
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Debate remark puts Dole in hot seat

Merﬂnqdﬂmomﬁto‘talk

Dole's camp just

'poantadtothaﬂnudebma And then Texas Sen. Phil
ﬂ:atho‘suhudyeommittedto Gramm suggested a free-for-all

as quickly with Dole. vide the perfect opportunity for ers an opportunity to compare

the people of New Hampshire to and contrast the candidates,” he

hear a frank discussion of each said. “After all, we are in a race.”

- between Dole and the rest of the candidate’s vision for America.” Dole's camp said it would be a

wlmx field during the Nov. 18-21 Bill Cahill, state director of waste of time to ' debate
Republiean Governors Associa- the Alexander campaign, Alexander alone.

arrived at WMUR on Friday to His issued a list of

begin  formal dmcusmons,

although no other campaigns
showed up. °

the debates it has agreed to
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