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Republicans claimed a truce Thurs-
day with Senate Majority Leader
Bob Dole in their long-running fight
over illegitimate births, improving
prospects for Senate passage of GOP
legislation to dismantle the federal
welfare system.

The Senate, meanwhile, rejected
a Democratic alternative for re-
forming welfare, by a virtual party-
line vote of 54-45. One Democrat,
Sen. Max Baucus of ﬁfﬁmﬁi voted

nst his party’s , While one
;%a;ublican, Sen. Frank Murkowski
of Alaska, did not vote.

Sen. Phil Gramm said Dole, his
rival for the GOP presidential nomi-
nation, had agreed to the demands
of conservatives that single mothers
be denied “more and more cash ...
for having more and more children
on welfare.”

Under Thursday’s compromise,
Gramm said, states would be al-
lowed to decide whether to give
these families in-kind benefits, such
as vouchers for diapers and formu-
la, to care for their children, some-
thing sought by abortion opponents
who fear that ending all support
would encourage more women to
have abortions.

. He said the bill would also in-
clude a provision to reward states
that lower rates of out-of-wedlock
births without increasing the num-
ber of abortions,

" Gramm, R-Texas, sald he also

reaucracy as the GOP legislation bill
shifts programs for the poor to the
states in lump sum payments known |
as block grants.

For his part, Dole was not nearly
as specific, telling the Senate only
that “I think most of the differences
have been resolved on our side be-
cause we've tried to base our bill on
three principles: creating a real
work requirement, returning author-
ity to the states and restraining wel-
fare spending. )

“We think these are the principles
that are necessary if we're going to
provide the dramatic reform, to pro-
vide hope and opportunity to the
Americans in need.”

Gramm said the agreement im-
proves chances the Senate will pass
welfare reform, possibly by next
Wednesday.

“This is a major breakthrough,”
Gramm said in an interview. “If we
can hold these. provisions on the
floor and prevent amendments that
simply commit is to more welfare, I
think we're going to have a very
important bill. ... I think we're go-
ing to pass this bil.”

Gramm said the dispute between
him and Dole on the issue of wel-
fare “is now over” although one is-
sue remains to be seftled: whether
teenagers who have children out of
wedlock should be given a welfare
check, something some conserva-
tives-have demanded:-~
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What really happened is that it
was a slow week and the contribu-
tion was about to hit the news, and
the Dole camp thought it would
reflect badly on his conservative
credentials.

Now if Mr. Dole really wants to
take a stand against sex stuff that
he questions, why doesn’t he return
the tens of thousands of dollars do-
nated to his campaign and his Bet-

haps his famous political instincts
are failing him as he gets closer to
the Big Prize.

But even in this hot-button, in-
your-face-political era, a return to
the bad ol’' Bob Dole isn't going to
win the day.

He's threatening to make himself
into a 1990s version of the Bob Dole
of the 1970s and 1980s — a man
with little chance to be elected
president.

Dole refuses to sign anti-abortion pledge

Gramm, Dole spar

[ o L]
at religious meeting

By The Associated Press
WASHINGTON - — Facing
taunts from supj of  presi-
dential rival' Phil Gramm, Bob
Dole defended his anti-abortion
credentials Friday but refused to
sign a pledge supporting the Re-
publican Party’s strict platform

plank on the issue.

- “Don’t look at pledges, look at

the-record,” Dole told 4,100 reli-

gious conservative activists at the

Christian Coalition's-annual “Road - the Coalition for Life’s political d

to Victory” conference, some of

whom interrupted Dole’s speech

by chanting “Sign the pledge.”
Gramm, a Texas senator, had

set the stage for the confrontation-

a few hours earlier, waving his
copy of a pledge distributed by the
Republican National Coalition for
Life and urging the religious con-
servatives to ask Dole why he has
refused to sign. '

T

“There is a divine spark in
every human life and I will fight
for that life,” Gramm said to ap-
plause.

Dole, in turn, said the crises
facing America’s families and
children would not be resolved un-
til government recognized “the

sanctity of all human life.”

Privately, several aides said
Dole was considering signing the
pledge in time for Friday’s
speech, but dropped the idea after
Gramm'’s ploy. '

“I am annoyed at Phil Gramm
for doing that,” said Sandy Tiller,

rector.

The episode reflected the inten-'
sity of the competition among
most of the Republican White
House hopefuls for the support of

Christian conservative voters,

m-:nhrly those active in the 1.7
ion member Christian Coali-

tion, the offshoot of religious
broadcaster Pat Robertson’s 1988
presidential campaign.
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House Speaker Newt Gingrich was among the Republican leaders
who addressed the annual Christian Coalition conference Friday.
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