Robert Dornan

Republican
presidential
candidates
scramble to
prove they
deserve to
carry on the
conservative
mandate they
read in last
November’s
elections.
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Pat Buchanan

Richard
Lugar

By Steven Thomma
Eagle Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Before he died last
year, Richard Nixon issued some advice
about the coming contest for the 1996 Re-
publican presidential nomination.

“You have to run as far as you can to the
right because that’s where 40 percent of the
people who decide the nomination are,”
Nixon said in a letter.

“And to get elected, you have to run as
fast as you can back to the middle because
only about 4 percent of the nation's voters
are on the extreme right wing”

As always, the man who worked his way
onto the Republican presidential ticket five
times proved his insight into the U.S. politi-
cal scene.
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If the Republican Party was already hos-
pitable to a conservative candidate, it seems
all the more so in the wake of last Novem-
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the letter was written to one can-
didate, Sen. Bob Dole, it is proving to be a
road map that most of the GOP candidates
are following. With few exceptions, the Re-
publican candidates are tripping over one
another in their rush to paint themselves as
the most conservative in the field, the most
deserving to carry on the conservative man-
date they read in last November’s elections.

Democratic President Clinton appears
be running toward the right as well. Not as
far as the Republicans, to be sure, but defi-
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ber's conservative election resuits.

Dole rushes to shore up his con-
servative credentials, working to cut
taxes despite his earlier misgivings
about the effect on the federal defi-
cit. Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas says
he was “conservative before conser-
vative was cool.” Former Gov. La-
mar Alexander of Tennessee lam-
bastes the others as captives of the
“arrogant empire” of Washington.
California Gov. Pete Wilson moves
to cut taxes he raised just three
years ago. And television commen-
tator Patrick Buchanan dismisses
the others “leap-year conserva-
tives.”

This rush to the right is producing

| a bidding war for the hearts and

minds of conservative voters.

Thus, when Gramm says he will
end affirmative action as president,
Dole and Alexander jump in within
hours to say they, too, will end it.
Within weeks, Wilson says me too,
and ups the ante by moving to end
affirmative action in his state’s gov-
ernment.

Dole works to balance the federal

. ‘ budget in 2002; Gramm says he
| would do it by 2000.

|  Another sign of the rightward
| shift of the party is the debate over
| taxes.

The last time the GOP nomination
| was up for grabs, in 1988, the debate
| was over whether to raise taxes to

curb the deficit. This time, the de-
bate is over how much to cut them.

Those who simply favor income
. tax cuts risk being left behind, as

Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsy
pushes a flat tax and Sen. Richard
| Lugar of Indiana calls for abolishing
the income tax and the dreaded In-
ternal Revenue Service and replac-
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other groups.

To tap that rich vein of doorbell-
ringers and envelopestuffers, Dole
recently hired Judy Haynes, the 48-
yearold former North Carolina
beauty parlor owner who for the
pastﬁveymhmbeenatopﬂeld
organizer for the Chesapeake, Va.-
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While Dole may never be able to
convince such voters that he is truly
one of them, his rez! motivation is
to “prevent another candidate from

aggressively courting the reli-
gious right. “It's the same as a ma-
jor league team in a pennant race
drafting a star shortstop so another
doesn’t get him,”
mp that pp!
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ing them with a simple national

sales tax.

Off to the side during this skir-
mish is Clinton.

Safe so far from a primary chal-
lenge, Clinton is positioning himself
to take on the eventual Republican
nominee. And he is doing it by mov-
ing toward the political right, back
to the centrist position he occupied
during his 1992 campaign.

After promising a middle-class tax
cut in his campaign and then aban-
doning it in the face of huge deficits,
he now proposes one again. After
lambasting congressional Republi-
cans for a budget plan that would
cut the growth of Medicare and oth-
er popular programs in order to bal-
ance the budget, Clinton also pro-
poses to cut Medicare growth and
balance the budget.

But if the Republicans are largely
following the first half of the Nixon
script for their party’s nomination,
the second half poses great risk.

Some, like Alexander, Dole and
Gramm, have one eye firmly fo-
cused on the second half and the
prospect of having to run back to
the center to face Clinton in a gen-
eral election. Thus, they seem hesi-
tant to run too hard to the right. For
example, all say they oppose abor-
tion, yet none is willing rule out an
abortion-rights advocate as a run-
ning mate.

Others, like Buchanan and radio
talkshow host Alan Keyes, bluntly
dismiss the prospect of running to
the center for a general election
campaign.

That pleases the most ardent con-
servatives, and explains why Bu-
chanan has edged into second place
in New Hampshire polls and first
place in a recent Virginia straw poll.
But it also explains why few experts
give them any real chance to be-
come president.




	xftDate: c017_roll2_338.pdf


