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. : ~ Ca11.didat~ g~~~ts . .f;<lmily,: neighbor_s in bome·towii ·o~ Russell; .. ·. att~n'd: ~ ::wetc~me Ii~m~', pancake 6rea~rast at ·By .,KRISTEN, L: HAYS 
The Capitai-Jourf1al , • 
• .fl. ... -+,.(- .. \ ~·"-. •. • .. . ,, 1" • • ,. · ·:. . .. . __ • 1 • • . .ll(c.m · . . ·-:,. . w Russells: Veterans of Foreign Warli H~ll •. whertt 

. . tne last leg ·of hts prestdennal announce·meAt tour. J ~- I .. , ·~ j Dole wilt speak at 8:~ a.m. At-noon 'Dole, ~IS w~e. -. • . ,·1 •· 

• USSE;LL r; ll'he - close~ Bob Doll! gets to 
,.· home, tl,te- fll~re_ . approac~abl~ , he. b.e~o~es. 

,. • • . • •. • · •• - ' - . ·• . .• • • , · t • • ,. ,, . • • , •Elizabeth, and his daug}Jtef, R!Jbln, will a~nd a prl~ 

' . . . . · ' ,:· ·'· . . ·, · · :• , : ' . •, , . ··· • ·.. . · :- · · · · · " · . Vllt;t: Good -Friday church servl~e, a_nd Satur~ay an 
' . The U.S. Sena e maijority Jeade~ and front-
• 'tunher for the" GOP nomination re~Urned to, his ~~m~ 

"Hey, how're you domg?" he called to a neighbor York City. T~esday he. bit Columbus, Ohlo;tD.es aud1ence'6f400 Is expected to watch him tape ·~:Meet 
·acri:>ss tbe street:. ,, . ,. ,, , ' ' ~;~ · .- ·· .. · ·· Moh1es; Iowa; and ·D.enver. Wednesday he· ventured the. Piess'~ at RuppeothaUrfiddle School. . .. 

· trai' Kansas· hometown Thursday relaxed and jubl­
lant .about what,he called a succe.ssf)lllc.andldacy 
anno1mcertlent tour that took him to:n cities in 10 
.stittes In four brutal d\tfs: . . , · . ,, ·1 

· . ·"Fltie,' the·neigbbor replied: "You look g od l!". . lnto>Texas, home ·tiirf, Of· one of his strongest GOP . , ·Today holds:speclal sipificance for Dole. I~ is the 
· ''W~ raised $1 million yest~rday," Dole; ,711_said of · nomln,tton•contenders, Sen. Phil Gramm, ·and 50th anhlversacy· of his ~wouriding· as' a 21-year-old 

rthe Wednesday stopsl in .Dallas :and ;Ft. I:..lluderdale, Florida.:And before his motorcade drove him home . U.S. Army lieutenant in Italy dUring World War 0. 
Fla: ''HIIlfa million ~n both places." · · . . -: from the alrport'hi Hays ori Thursday, he had visited i Enemy bullets shatteredlds'right iiinn ~d shoulder, 

· .• He dldn'tlook ,a~y worse fm: the wear as he stood 
il ieit related. .on the ~Ve\Vay, of his sister, Norma Jean Steele's 
~--.. -.... · N . home, .waving hello to neighbors after greeting ram-

. That's"'one-tliird. Of the .money added to 'his cam-- Columbia, S.C., and~Ra~eigh,._N.C. · · ·~ : .. leaving that arm and hand'virtuallY useless. 
: paign coffl;rs thro~out the t<Jur, he sald;i; .. :' ' . His time in Ru~sell wlll ·give him a chance to When he stepped riff an airplane at the small air-

. ·His stop in Russell Is the tour's last leg. Ori regroup. · , . , '1 1 
Monday, Dole swept Topeka, Exeter, .N:H., ~d New ·This morning about 5,000 Kansans are expected.to Conllsed 011 I2P H, i:ol.1 ~---, ·• -· lly.members lnillde. , · 

··aziBOB ; 
r;;rc.DQLE rr Ft;;,RESI~E.NT . 

Campaign 
· ····.:· no.te..OOk- . 
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-, ' t ' · 
. • Campal.nln• leil't 

eliay _; While Seri. Bob 
. 'Dole didn't look any worse 
~ ·ror the wear at the tail end 

·'of his whirlwind presiden~ . 
tial candidacy annouilc'e· 
ment tour Thursday, · niem: · :., 
bers of his campaig~ staff. · 

' admitted to ·suffering 'af 
. 'least a twinge or battle 
· fatigue. Sweeping 11 cities 
'in 10 states in four d'!lYS on 
~~- tpur that ran like a well­
oiled machine wasn't easy. , 
;. ~ !' It'll be good to s.tay in 
tiie same place · for two 
ni~hts for a change," said 
!>jetson Warfield, Dole's 
press secretary. 

• Productive ~op In . Sen. -Bob Oo'le.hugged. ~is o'\l_flt, Mildred Nye ofcHa,per, in frpnt.of his sister Norma Jean ·. 

:~:~~~-;;-~~1~~~~~~!·~ . St~le1 s home in . Russell,befor~ going in fo(dinner. D~le ren,J~~edto his .hometo'wn . . 
nil:ernoon yielded his cam· Thursday, the lost leg of his four-day presidential onnouncem,e:nt lou~. 
p,ajgn some ~uch-nee~ed , . 
:.a pport, particularly from ,'f,);_ ~~~· . ' _;;..1: . . -~ • • . . · 
~!~~;~~sid~~:ee~ ·· :NU~ssci~ ·~-reaUr~ ·ana --walttn~r 
cbnser\oative GOP nomina· ; '' . . ·. . . \ ' : . . J . ,. . I • I . • ~ 

-t~~-~~;~:~.~np~~h!} .:·for -Dole 's ··ttA;ffiecoining .. :, · 
' ItGle's . courtshiP.' of. · . · · ~ · . . . · · ·. . V . · · . . · 
. qramm.!s. pdol of, siJp.Port, . _ · •.. , ' · ' · · 
Dole secured half of North · By JA LA DON · seemed f\)oe ta1un the a test Dole hoopla In 
~~rolina's · Republican The Capital-Journal _.. stride. Oh sure, they're exCited, but they 

' state senators. 48 state rep- · · · "' ,. : clilmly we.nt about the tas~.or g~ttlng ~elr ., 
re'sentahves' and two for· R. ~. US SELL- The ~o-~t'chali~nging task town 'ready for its most famous son . . 

. mer state chairmen of the about Bob Dole coming home to The sounds of sawing and hammering 
··Christian Coalition. Russell may have been rustlitig up · filled -the parking lot outside the V.FW. City 

· !'Not bad for one after- enough tables and chairs to seat every one. · workerS were constructing a wooden· plat-
. Mon in Raleigh," said Bill This mom)ng organizers are planning to form ror the m~dia. Risers were in place, and 

I.;acy, Dole's deputy cam· .feed as many a5 5,000 pepple in . . . ~ · ·. . 5everal dozen picnic· tables 
P,aignmanager. the Veterans of Foreign Wars Town IS pam ted were lined up. 
· • A non-supporter In Lodge on the eastside of Russell. and scrubbed · . - .The road leading to the VFW 

the crowd - Though Thursday afternoon, tables and ' had been renamed a few weeks 
P,Limty of Dol~ SUIJPOrters ' chairs were being set up on the but Will there be ago. No surprise here. It's now · 
staked out the airport in main floor orthe lodge, in back h bl · Bob.Dole Road. 
Hays to gr'eet the Russell rooms, in the basement and out- enoug · ta e~ Dole will speak on 'another 
n>&tive with chej!rs when he side. . and chairs for ., platform outSide this morning. 
arrived Thursday, at least Sandy Brown, who manages the this morning's He has a surprise waiting for 

· one non-supporter joined VFW, showed-where the .food line · . him. A plaque attached to a 
the crowd , hoping for a .would go. She pointed to where btg pancake slab of native limestone, dug 

' $ ance to speak to the sen· "Mr. Pancake," brought in from • ~ d? out of the ground north of 
ator. Iowa just for the breakfast, will e~ ' Russell, will be unveiled. 

"I ·would hope that the serve his flapjacks and sausage. "Bob Dole, Majority Leader, 
senator would reconsider ·"We're going to pack them in as tight as we U.S. Senate, Charter Member VFW.Post624o, 
b is position on reproduc· can," she said as she 'traveled from one room Russell , Ks. Dedicated on the 50th anniver-

. _ify_e choice," said Mari.an to another, stopping to point out the fUzzy sary of wounds he sustained in WW II, April · 
· . Shapiro, djrect'or of educa~ television screen in the bar. Apparently 14, 1995," the plaque reads. 

:ti<in for Planned when additional power lines were being_ Jerry Willis, commander of the VFW, said 
. · .F11renthood in Hays. Dare strung outside for all the media scheduled to he and some of the other fellows thought the 

qpposes abortlon.rights. attend, ihe bar's cable was knocked oul plaque would,be a nice gesture. 
· · " : ·: ·' · • · , ~Chris Ochaner!T'h8 <?BP~I-:Joutnal 

Donny P.ickens with Pickens Inc. repaint~ ihe sign o_n the groin bin at the e~d of Russell:s main street .. No big deal, Brown said. 

:. -~-~2-A, col.1 
. Like Brown, most resid.ents of Russell Thursday. It originally was pointed in 1987. · 

Campaign notebook 
ContlmMd from llllC• 1-A 

"I would hope he would take a more 
Republican postur~ of ke~ping government 
outof people's lives, she said. 

• •f- for y ... ' -• .-rival_- "We 
had to come see Bob Dole," said Hays_ res• · 
dent Brenda Fischer as she andher s1ster, 
RuthAnn Ranker, stood in the warm Kansas 
sun awaiting Dole's arrival. "We've been fans 
or' his for years." . . 

"] like Bob," Ranker added. "T~1s IS the 
most people this airport has seen m a long 

time." · t ' • MoneY pours In- Fund·ra1sers con m-
to be fruitful for the Kansas senator on the ue . .1 presidential campaign tr~1 . 
Dole raised $5()0,000 10 F_ort Lauderd_ale. 

Fla., Wednesday after ra1s1ng a s1m1~ar 
amount in Texas in what campaign press a1de 
Nelson Warfield called a "million dollar 
day." . 

More significantly, all four South Florida 
members of the u.s. House agreed to back 
Dole· And two key statewide Republicans -
for~er state Senate President Ande r 
Crenshaw and former Secretary of State J1m 
Smith_ will head his state campa1gn . 

"Dole's head and shoulders above the oth­
" said Crenshaw. "He r e prese nts th e ers. . .. 

American mamstream. . 
r.rP.Mhaw and Smith both were defeated m 

second son of the former president. 
Bush, who lost to Gov. Lawton Chiles in 

November, is remaining neutral on the 
Republican battle. He wil_l run. the fall GOP 
state convention and presidential straw poll 
of Florida Republicans in late November. 

Russell ready for homecoming 
Continued from pqe l·A 

Willis has spent all week overseeing the 
preparations at the VFW. 

"I've kind of enjoyed it, but I'll be glad 
when it all comes ofT," he said. 

He was one of the few Russell residents 
who had never met Dole. Does he plan to 
meet the Senate majority leader this visit? 

"I better," he said with a grin. 
Preparations for Dole's visit also were going 

on downtown, where most of the storefronts 
have Dole for President signs. Red, white and 
blue clothes are displayed in the front win­
dow of Banker's For Ladies. American flags 
and red, white and blue "We Welcome You" 
flags line the town's main street. 

Danny Pickens with Pickens Inc. was 
repainting the blue "Russell, Kansas Home of 
Bob Dole" sign on the grain bin at the end of 
main street. It originally was painted the last 
time Dole announced he was running for 
president here in 1987. 

The company's workers had spent the 
morning painting silver on the 32 flagpoles at 
theVFW. 

As Pickens painted the grain bin, the wind 
caught his hat He was wearing a Dole '88 cap. 
He had bought a whole case. 

The hat and the grain bin aren't the only 
remnants of Dole's past presidential tries. 
For his announcement In 1987, a huge mural 
was P.ainted on -the side of a downtown build· 
ing. The painting is faded, but it's still there. 

A plaque In front of the Russell County 

Courthouse reads, "President Gerald R. Ford 
and Senator RobertJ . Dole launched the 1976 
Republican Presidential Campaign on this 
site August 20, 1976." 

The McCollums also got their "Dole 
Country" wooden sign for the ill-fated 1988 
presidential bid. They're just pleased to get 
some more use out of it. 

The sign was made in Michigan and cost 
$250, and once when Dole visited home he 
drove into the driveway to look at it. 

The McCollums, Pickens, Willis. Phil 
Friedl, who was in Buck's Sunflower Bar 
downtown, and Nancy Balloun. who was vol· 
unteering at the Russell County Republican 
headquarters, all thipk Dole will be the next 
president. 

"He's been up there a long time, and no 
one's found any dirt on him yet." said Frank 

·McCollum Sr. 
"I wish he was younger," said Frank 

McCollum Jr., 62. "I wish he had won in '88." 
Sharon Weese said she'll also vote for Dole. 

although she wishes he was a little more con­
servative. Weese and her husband, Gary. had 
been hired to clean up the yard just south of 
Dole's home. They had cleaned up the sena· 
tor's yard that morning. 

. Of course, the senator might take a little 
criticism from Sharon Weese.'They're 
cousins. 

"We're second cousins twice removed or 
somethinl!," said Weese . "His grandmoth · 
er and my great-grandmother were 
cousins." 

Dole calls tour a success 
ContiNied from ~N~Ce 1·A 

port in Hays- a much smaller version of his 
campaign's Boeing 727 - more than 50 
Kansans greeted him with cheers. Wearing a 
dark navy suit and a navy and red print tie. 
Elizabeth at his side in a yellow suit. he went 
straight for the crowd. 

"Elizabeth asked me, ·what would you do 
differently,' " he said of the tour . "I said. 
'Nothing. We did it right.' " 

That was deputy campaign manage r Bill 
Lacy's assessment as well. He was on Dol e's 

campaign tea m during Dole's losing 1988 run 
for the Wll'ite House, where he lost the nomi · 
nation to George Bush. 

··we learned from our mistakes very well," 
he said, referring to campaign disorganization. 

Two years ago - long before Dole decided 
to make a third bid for the presidency last 
December - Lacy and other campaign offi­
cials sat down with Dole "and said, 'If you 
choose to run. we have to do things differently 
this time,' " Lacy said. "This campaign is high­
ly thought out and structured. It's very differ­
ent this time ." 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas. 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu 
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