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‘Editorial Opinion

Keeping track of his
groveling to the right

ere begins an effort to
Hchronicle what may be the
most disturbing campaign

- behavior since the Watergate
| break-in.

" from a similar feature found in The
New_Republic mag- .
azine — The Bob
Dole Suck-up
. Watch.
The New Repub-
lic first kept track
of the media stam-
pede to say nice
things about Bill
Clinton when he
first became president. Now they
do the same thing for things written
and said to ingratiate the writer or
speaker to the new man of the hour,

! House Speaker Newt Gingrich.

. Our contribution to the genre

. begins, however, not as a list of

| things people say about Dole — the

' Republican front-runner for an elec-
tion that won't happen for 18
months — but of things Dole says to

w make himself look good to the right

= wing of his own party.

% Unfortunately, both for Dole and
for the nation, the religious right .
has gained much influence over

" GOP politics. Word is that the party

=~ can't even consider a national can-
+ "didate with a pro-choice position

" |- and expect to keep this important

constituency in line.. SRR

' Arlen Specter, another candidate

. for president and another graduate

\+ «of Russell High School, is basing his

\* ‘whole campaign on rescuing the

\“-Republican Party from the clutches

h.ot the right wing. -

Dole does not seem to have the
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ii is probably why he, and not
i
| ]

| Specter, is the front-runner.
! . In a speech Tuesday in !owa,-

It will be given a name borrowed -

guts to do the same. Of course, that

| Dole Suck-up Watch 1

home of the crucial first party cau-
cuses, Dole sounded more like
someone who is running for presi-
dent of the 700 Club rather than
president of the United States.

Hé blamed Hollywood and wel-
fare mothers for our national dis-
tress, even though he knows govern-
ment can do nothing about the for-
mer and won’t spend the money to

get the latter into real jobs.

At the same time Dole dismisses
much of what is on prime-time TV
as garbage, he talks about cutting
spending for the one network that

‘does not fit that description — the .

Public Broadcasting Service.

He accused President Clinton of
surrendering in the War on Drugs.
There may be truth in that. But
Dole, like Clinton, should have real-

~ized long ago that it is too late to

surrender in that war, It is already
lost,

He wants to put more bad people
in jail, though he knows we have
been trying that forever and it does
not work. :

He called for a law to allow
prayer in public schools, even

‘though he knows organized prayers

are blatantly unconstitutional and
private, silent p:;gyars;_have never,
and can never be, stopped.

~ Many have questioned Bob Dole's
‘ethics, methods and ends during the

35 years he has been in Congress.

~ Few have questioned his intelli-

gence. y
Dole knows his job as president
would Be to run the government,

balance the budget, reform welfare '

and find the right balance between
federal and state power. 2 :
His use of the bully pulpit should

' be to unite Americans, not to divide

them through petty arguments over
TV shows or religion. i

Dole knows better than to believe
some of the things he is saying on

rest of us.

' the campaign trail, So should the
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EDITOR’S OPINION

Dole returns home to visit friends

Bob Dole has come home to Rus-
sell, home to visit friends, home to
gather strength for the long year
ahead.

It is a natural thing to do.

Russell is where Bob Dole and his
family rode out the Dust Bowl, where
he returned to heal after his shoulder
was splintered by a German machine
gun in World War II, where he began
his political career as county attor-

ney. .
Now he returns for the third time
as a presidential candidate, and this
time he is the front-runner.
Think of it — a president from Rus-
sell, Kan. But we wonder what kind

- of president he would be.

Dole is ahead of the GOP pack for
many reasons. Name recognition is
one; his phenomenal ability to raise
money is another. .

Still, most important of all may be
his image as a statesman.

Dole has always been a Republi-
can, tried and true, but a Republican

you could .do business with if you"

shared his moderate outlook.

That was the Dole who helped
secure passage of NAFTA.

The Dole who disliked tax increas-
es, but was willing to support them to
cut the deficit.

The Dole who advocated a strong
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military, but was cautious about
sending U.S. troops to battle. -

That was the Dole who could pro-
claim, correctly, “I can bring people
together.”

That is the Dole who is in danger of
disappearing, of swallowed up by the
far-right wing of the Republican

The Dole who once backed a wait-
ing period for handgun purchases,
but now wants to repeal the ban on
assault weapons passed last fall,
even though polls show that the
majority of Americans favor it.

The Dole who was once a propo-
nent of affirmative action programs,
but who now wants them scaled back
or eliminated.

The Dole who never bowed to the
religious right, but now says volun-

prayer should be allowed in pub-
lic schools, although it already is.

Dole’s appeal is that he is not Pat
Buchanan or Robert Dornan. Or at
least he has not been, until the last
few weeks.

Let others have the far right. Dole
should stick to common-sense poli-
tics, the politics he learned in Rus-
sell.

He should stick with the beliefs
that have brought him so far.

— editorial by Gregory Halling
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'And Dole’s spine

:‘ Staﬂd on Yugoslavia ously unheard-of, self-appointed

' takes real guts
E s spineless as Dole may

be in confronting the reli-
gious right in America,

n
M

¥ his resolute support for the vic- -

.+ tims of war crimes in the former
i Yugoslavia remains undiminished.
+{ For his brave insistence that the
i! United States, the world’s sole re-
+! maining superpower, has some re-
'\ sponsibility to stop the slaughter of
:whole cities, Dole has been made
.+ the subject of a vicious smear
1eampaign by an outfit called the
i Serbian American Voters Alliance.
_ In a fax sent to this and other
' newspapers this past week, SAVA
1accuses Dole, in so many words, of
/I being a Nazi. Because Dole stands
.. up for the Bosnian and Croatian
Evicttms of Serbian attacks and war
'/jerimes in recent years, this previ-

representative of the Serbian peo- -
ple blames Dole for the fact that,
during World War II, Hitler set
up a Croatian puppet state and
appointed some of the most grue-
some Nazi wannabees in the world
to run it.

What happened 50 years ago is

‘not Dole’s responsibility. What is

happens today is, whether he is a
senator or president.
~And what is happening today is

-"an entire planet, freed of the ter-

ror of the Cold War, turning its
back on the victims of some of the
worst atrocities since Hitler.

Bob Dole, even though he knows

it probably won’t win him any

votes in Towa or New Hampshire,
continues to speak out against this

sorry state of affairs.

For that he should be congratu-
lated,. not vilified.
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