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made it into a big deal, hot news.
Good publicity, no harm. Better
call Elizabeth, just to be sure. She
says I was great. Guess it was
pretty good, then. _

Now Dole’s too revved up to
sleep. Watches Conan O'Brien.

bright guy. What's he saying about
'967 It’ be over in 70 , from
Iowa to the California pri

primary.
Pete Wilson will j in. What's Kansas

this? Dole and Gramm are go-
ing to knock each other off? Ar-

I .
aﬁi’lslikeascmeoutqfanold

And what is Hi Bob doing at
2 am. after Iﬁltsa lrlgt;it'n's-
spanning media glory? Staring at a
o G S, Then, ot e Tt
on ! en

about to nod off with a sense of
quiet satisfaction — whack! Here
comes Safire out of the electronic

ether to paint the latest scenario

Clinton’s  illfated $40 _billion
i which is go-

ing down the tubes like there is no

2. Bt the subtext —and —

with Dole the message is always

between the lines — is political
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. That’s what Dole will mgmml"
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_ a small way,
lucer asks Dole to

ment on Phil Gramm’s recent at-
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Dole the week after his

e Last Survivor
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dazh)e&u'vivor—ﬂ)at to be

title,” he . “Let's

see, in 1976 we had Carter — he's
-gone.’ Ford's ' gohe. ‘Mondale’s

'”'m;mimm?ﬁnm
s . “Here
lé;? 1995, mﬂMmlhjﬁtdnll’s gone,ﬁ
s 's gone.
Doh’s%.h&eam?m’tﬁnd
Typical, f&my, and self
ting. But not exactly the
tive answer I had in mind. So I
tried in. What has the current
of political leaders lost,
{gthp_nnstpart,bymtservingin
', ing,” was Dole’s

8

xmr’s D-Day —
Some of those kids learned more
in a twoday ever
hndinﬂmrhl;v%s" — then
backed off, as if afraid of too much

'Sg:httg;,whyslwuklywbe
“T think I fit the job description,”
said. qugantsmneom
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wasn't yet over for him. At a fare-
well dinner for Bush, just before

collections-at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.

BOB DOLE
An Army Gunner
At Camp Breckenridge in Kentucky
1944

overcome during his speech and
began to sob. “I sort of saw Bush
there,” he says now, “and I not
only saw somebody who lost, but
he was somebody of my genera-
tion.” Dole saw his generation, the
men who won World War II, bein

hustled off the stage by self-
indulgent  baby - boomers who had
never known sacrifice, had never.
known fear. The torch was being

Iﬁtsd, and, dammit, Bob Dole

“never potten to “Hold"it, "B
then: Glinton!/stitnibled, " and; std-
denly, what had been a wistful
dream for Dole at the beginning of
last year became a political 1m-
g&ﬁve. Shortly after the Novem-

GOP sweep, Dole told Warren
s “We’ve got one good shot

The Hart Senate office building
was deserted. Dole, in an arm-
ir, nondescript
scenes of Kansas fields that he can
identify by county, began to talk
about the notion that, in light of his
he might make a one-term
%e. “Some say ‘You'll be a
duck on day one’; others say
Ay
vice ... .1 Then
brough

that while haven't spoken on
the subject, Powell does have a
“nice house.”

The conversation shifted to Ri-
chard Nixon. Dole was Republican

- who's been tested. P still close to _ chairman_during Watergate (‘T

was night off” is a joke he’s
o TR o B Tiloyt
on or oyal-
ty, ing him with e
Bush. Dole would i

Carter, Ford, and Nixon as “see no
evil, hear no evil, and evil.” But as

a eulogist at Nixon’s funeral last
spring, Dole wept for his genera-

n, tion a second time.

You don’t have to delve too far
iﬁ%.ie i to know tlgt
‘yearned ixon’s approval.
“He thought I'd be a good

Dole says. Nixon, in
g:.wrotebole the 1996
campaign shortly before he died.

“He had it all figured out,” Dole
says with a kind of awe. “He kept
saying, ‘Your voice is strong. As
long as your voice is strong, age is
not a problem. You don’t look old.
You don't act old.” "

This is the Rosetta stone to
Dole’s resurrected presidential
ambitions: The senator feared he
was too old to run until Nixon —
the ultimate authority figure for a

«Republican of Dole's generation-+—
<Brantedhim permission. ; o s

After a week of trying to keep up
with Dole, I do not t his stami-
na. But his health could be an is-
sue. He was operated on for

rostate cancer at the end of 1991.

e senator insists that there have week

been no and plans to re-
lease his ﬂare—upsnm . His level
of candor about the operation has
been remarkable, and in our inter-
foets of the surgery; opely ueing
5 of the ery,

the taboo “I-m”: Impotence

incontinenceé. He confided, “I never
had” any ' incontinence. i
tence thing takes a while. That’s
treatable. I think when say
only 10 percent Have that lem,
they’re ‘not ‘leveling with the

His daughter, Robin, says that
since theuc%h;xcer,-her dad h:{ss been
more at peace. Even The New
York - Times has discovered the
“mellow” Bob Dole. And this time
art_)undh - I{he't.hl?)St.hm cam-
paign he never ’ e
— Dole, of all pe does ggm

ready: to relax. And when most of

the young guys in your party are
electing to spend n{ore time with
their families rather than face you,
why not relax? -

Of cours;e, there have been pur-
veyors of the new-Bob Dole theory
before his other presidential races,

and the ‘old Bob Dole always sur- by

faced-to self-destruct. How mellow
{905, h's haunted by that missing
1988, he's haun t' missi
line on his resume? His R
started the chain of World War
presidents, and 50 years after V-E
Day, the last survivor wants to fin-
ish the job.: e

$13 Billion
Spending Cuts
ToBill Clinfon

e o ol
once again
turn that message into action.

Clinton Proposal
Misses the Point

By BOB DOLE
March 16, 1995

WASHINGTON — Today Presi-
dent Clinton announced his propos-
al for reinventing environmental,
food and regulations. I want
to welcome dent Clinton to
the regulatory reform debate. Eas-
ing the burdens of compliance is a
me first step, but misses the
point that real reform means get-
ting rid of unnecessary and over-
Fyly vy, !.m£ - .no!g‘ Salho A tb
have 1th'lsﬁﬂh'vb‘é " 'O}ih%&&k
J are
b
introduced on orm.

On the , he sent his admini
trator of EPA to Capitol Hill last
to denounce our common
sense reform bill as “rolling back
20 years of environmental protec-
tion” and to reel off wild horror sto-
ries that are an obvious misreading

of what we are trying to do.

specifically i
mregulators“g}sowevwsingle

regulation cut those regu-

lations which are obsolete.”
President Clinton's posal
doesn’t meet that test -—lﬁ.ig pro-
posal is no substitute for eliminat-
regulations that

%‘:Jn'oducﬁwty, innovation and
individual initiative. That’s exactly
B Tockines . and the kind
am or!
of reform our comprehensive regu-
latory reform act will provide.
t I'm looking for is real
mon sense when regulations are

the right box, regulations

that don’t define all farm ponds as
wetlands and tions that
won't create significant burdens

for small businesses and communi-
ties.

we get government off their
latmsg  Some common
that are necessary. i Clin-
ton’s today, while wel-
come, not address this
fundamental problem. I invite him
to work with us to pass meaningful
regulatory reform.
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