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A FRIENDLY SALUTE from President Gerald R.
Ford and Sen. Robert Dole is directed to a large crowd
lining Main Street in Russell while en route to the Russell
County Courthouse grounds on Aug. 20, 1976. This was the
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first step in Ford and Dole's campaign as presidentia
and vice-presidential running mates. The official
nouncement was made in Russell and was the first step

in their campaign.

(Staff Photo)

Ford Picks Bob Dole

Aug. 19, 1976
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (UPI) —

PmdentFordtndaychcseSen after

ﬁt};bhcan nat:onal chairman, to be
running mate.

Ford, introducing Dole at a na-
tmnally broadcast news confer-
ence, said he had known the World
War 11 hero from Kansas “a ﬁ:
many years . . . Bob Dole has been
a team player ‘Bob Dole’s philoso-
phy and mine coincide almost iden-

Dole smiling as he stood beside
the Prmdent said “I'm realistic. I
know there’s a lot of work to be
done between now and November.
I'm not sure what I can add to the
ticket . . . but I'll work hard.”

“ did not expect to receive a
phone call this mommg but I'm
very glad we were in,” Dole said.
“P've known President Ford from
the time I could call him Jerry.”

The selection of Dole, 53, a tough
political i
as well as it out, ended days of
speculatlon in which as many as
two dozen names were rumored.
Dole served as te chair-
man of the 1976 Natlon-
al Convention: -

Dole served in World War II and
was highly decorated. He suffered
severe wounds and was hospital- co
ized for 39 months. His right arm

1979 ANNOUNCEMENT SITE
When Bob Dole made his announcement
on May 14, 1979, to seek the Republican
nomination for: president, the speaker’s
platform was: nm ‘Up on Maple Street, im-

mediately

News/Russell Record building at the cor-

ter who can take it ing

was left cri E
Dole, in secondSmateterm
havmg served four terms in
Richard Nixon

al clmrman
from 1971-73.

Dole was divorced and in De-
cember married Mary Elizabeth
Hanford, a member of the Federal
Trade Connnission. Dole has a
daughter, Robin.

Earlier, Ronald Reagan,

anqu:shed presidential candidate
with whom Ford had conferred
early today about the vice pres-
1dency again had said he absolute-
1 was not interested in the second

The choice of Dole was surpris-
ing because he comes from a Mid-
west state that traditionally has
beenRepJ‘gh

But in ashmgto n, a congress-
ional farm aide said that polls
showed Ford in trouble in the
traditional Farm Belt GOP bas-
tions — because of linger-

over farm export
oes in recent years.
S, U e

id, Dole “is guy
he could have picked.” i

Dole’s close identification with
“Richard Nixon and the fact he
headed the national party at the
time of the Watergate break-in are

r reasons he near-
lylosthJsSem seat in 1974.

—
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ner of 8th and Maple streets. An esti-
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One Capitol Hill obsa'va* oked
“If you like Dick leon,
Bob Dole.” — de—
feated fm'ma- E "é%oy
D-kﬁn by 13

Aug, 21, 1976
Andy Stern, member of Presi-
dent Ford’s staff, in charge of the
local arrangements of the visit of
President Ford and US.
Sen. Bob Dole to Russell Friday.
(Aug m)hasadlffemntldeaahout
vice-presidential candidate’s
hon‘netownthanhehasaboutother

e o 2

Boyd Friday, Stern

the community on its

ments for Dole’s homecoming,
said that he has never seen such
eombmed effoxtandsucheffechve

Eﬁ usmlly spent fromfourto
six days, or even longer, to set
vmtsuchasmeonemRmise
~Stern sait_i_‘_‘_You people did it in
about 12 hours.”

It wasn't until after 8
day that the site, ity, and faci-
lities were approved Until that

time, everything was provisional.

.m. Thurs-

mated 6,000 people heard Dole’s remarks
Dole later dropped out of the race; due fo
lack of funds. The News/Record plant is
on the left of this picture and the City
Building is on the right. The platform
from which Dole made his announcement
isin the street between the two buildings.

(Staff Photo)

Before he publicly made the an-
Ford ned the

others who had been seriously con-
-%ﬂtoldthemhehadde

g By lﬂpnll_kcunmnlxeeshadheen
ormed, work assigned, and e
contacted While store mpeopl
were contacted about provi-
sions, organizations were be-
ing contacted for volunteer
workers, calls being made to as-
sure tr. tion, and the wheels
began slowly to turn.

By Fri Pieces Fit -
Friday morning, pieces
to interlock. About 30 Kansas

h

ELECTION DAY RALLY at the Dole

LAUNCHING THEIR CAMPAIGN for president and
vice-president on Aug. 20, 1976, then-president Gerald R.
Ford, right, and Sen. Robert J. Dole made their an-
nouncement in Russell in the front yard of the Russell
County Courthouse., When picked by Ford to be his vice-
presidential running mate, Dole made Ford promise he
would come to Russell to launch the campaign. With the
exception of his second campaign for office, when he an-
nounced at Bunker Hill for his first term as county at-

_ torney,

" RUssell. On the stage, behind Dole;

Robert F. Bennett.

Del Klema, worl-ung with Repub-
lican women and other volunteers,

obtained about 1,500 hot dogs and a
large number of buns. While not
enough to match the number at-
tending, the snacks were served as
long as supplies lasted which, as it
turned out, was after the speech%
were completed.
Aroma Has Magic

3 Meanwhile, the chf:g; Ofaf}t:;l

ogs grilling over w.
byg: south wind, had the desired
effect of ;n‘owdmg icnic atmo-
sphere for those af

Downtown streets were blocked

Dole. _has announced all.shis..campaigns

in
as’ governor,
(Staff Photo)

Ford's Staff Impressed With Russell

ested began calling leading Repulr
licans, state officers, and ;
workers Friday night. "Those called

othersm urged to attend and to notify

(Continued to Next Page)

Talking Poliics
Relaxation for Dole

Bob Dole’s  idea of relaxation,
said his old friend and Ea:gn
manager, Robert Ellsworth, “is to
sit around and talk political ‘strate-

to traffic with barricades set up gy.”

would travel. Included was a route
mtoth?courthousetobet;sedmu;
case 0 . Areas for
s, s seale coningent vl
wi e offici to Vai

Eﬁo., were staked out and a
bleacher moved to the lawn.

paréd manyand tores. A

in S num-

g of the downtown stores closed
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Party members and others inter-

% .".“‘__ £

i,

Nov. 2, 1976.

residence on North Maiple Street here,

“My father,” said Robin Dole, a

ever had

o P Ty

Mchll“Hl.I:k'Boyd,dledmdﬂB
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e - (Staff Photo)
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