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Dole:

By GERALD F, SEIB
and JOHN HARWOOD

Staff for
The Wall Sreet Journal
WASHINGTON ~— Four decades

0, after a young war. hero was
ected to the Kansas State

Eistm'e,.alocal L,
“I'm going to sit & tch for a
couple of days,” said Robert
Dole, “and then I'll up for
what I think is right.”
poblicen Paetoie (e’ g
'S
dential mﬂte,' thw;ﬁ
words would foretell the parti
brand of prairie pragmatism he
has carried through a congres-
sional career now 35
years, 12 thousand votes ~two
vious

Dok projs i ' Midwes-
e pro; a !
books brand of s conservatism,
the kind that was commeon in the
Republican Party in which he

'Iheor;ﬁﬁo faci Senator

n facing

Dole, who formally announced his
1996 candidacy on Monday, April
10, isxé.'lml_ettm'ﬁyinapartymgas-
ingly en more ideological
“revolutionaries,” the Dole brand
of practical conservatism will be
viewed as an anachronism.

It is the kind of conservatism
that led young Bob Dole to score a
perfect 100 percent Conservative
Coalition voting record in his first
year in Congress in 191, to vote
against the creation of Medicare in
1965—and to block President Clin-
ton’s health plan three decades lat-

er,
Yet it also is a fair-play brand of
conservatism that led him to stand

with Lyndon Johnson for the Civil

ights Act of 1964 as well as the

follow-on version that e Bush

L

gaggﬁgégg

D mything ‘olae, Senshie

signed in 1991. It is suspicious of :

government, yet envisions an aﬁ

Deficit Hawk

of Kansas.
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DOLE WAS JUST beginning to surface when this pic- Nixon for the nomination, Bob Dole and Strom Thur-

ture was taken in 1968 at the Republican Convention in
Florida which nominated Richard M. Nixon for the pres-
idency. of the United States. To Nixon’s left are George
Romney, former governor of Michigan, who had opposed

work - smoothly
even with Democrats he had de-
nounced.

Within a Democratic Congress,

- he became a key Republican ally

Amiitismekindofbudﬁ-'
conscious conservatismm that

Dole both to -John F. Ken-
nedy’s tax cut in the 1960s and to
dilute }Enald B ’s in tl;ef
1980s. view dangers
running up the deficit hadn't
ed the , but the
Wmaﬂrﬂ yearsm him
}flrad: H&m won him Gudétg
om a
the rising cadre of 1980s supply-side
conservatives who had emerged as
damn-thedeficit exponents of

“When I first arrived, I was just -

aha:%r;:ckunwy ative ﬁg:wm
to everything even
smelled of - government,” - Senator
Dole says in a Senate office
adorned with memorabilia of his

iti i D. Eisen-

Winding
This is the picture that emerg
from a look back at Senator
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view of govermenest i the weeld
influenced by and war.

Like Nixon, S - Dnleﬂgwsl;
a'l;ifh-

, even atim.u;
warm

policy. That's 'how
make it work. But I don't think
run down to the T've got 10
newideas.’”
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look at what somebody about
aftermyeamh:thehamip.mt

six months. It to be
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-And Dole’s baby-boom
vanced :
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of such Great liberals as
George McGovern and Hubert H.

stamp program and with the late
Humphrey to turn the school lunch
system into a federal entitlement

. 'Young, conservative up-

starts now want to undo. the latter ,,

.
e
there are certain fundamental
i government has to do,”
says. “He broadened

and deepened as a human being.”
That sort of legislative maneu-
vering began to earn Dole the sus-
icion. of the conservative move-

k. The feeling bloomed into

resentment when -
mﬁhe;la&xmﬁbeagaﬂm-
erate Republicans from the dis-
comfort _of a ‘“green-eyeshade”

toa”lté‘lﬁlat'q

economic policy, seized on tax cuts
as a prescription for growth in the
stagnating economy of the late
1970s.

When Ronald Reagan rode the
theory mdetl; White House and
proposed , across-the-board

f Congremcms' t m%ﬁtwh;
0 , wenl ;

ickly t to ideni
B 1 i S
tax-increase  and i 25

running m
mﬁw Bush administration’s
1990 budget deal.

While -siders saw those
Sitfeuty of the decisions Je
very ns
nsmaentuad::lvn'tl.mety inconﬁ'asttomﬂg
easy promises of tax relief. “I've
made about every tough decision

youccan make in this place,” he
‘sayd! “I haven't backed away from

any of them.”
All for One

could -count-on” to-a

who headed the Nevada GOP and
later succeeded Dole as national
party chairman. As Senate minor-

RUSSELL T. TOWNSLEY, publisher of The Russell

. Dally \News since 1947 and

The Russell Record since

1962 until his retirement in 1989, was the master of cere-
monies in November, 1987, when Senator Bob Dole an-

nounced his candidacy for

the presidency here. The

historic event was held in front of the drugstore where
Dole went to work jerking sodas at age 12, near the cor-
ner of Main and Eighth streets. An estimated 10,000 peo-
ple weathered exiremely cold temperatures to attend
Dole's second presidential announcement. (Staff Photo)

mond, senator from South Carolina. Dole had just been
elected to the Senate when the convention was held.
Sometime after assuming the presidency Nixon named
Dole the National Republican Party chairman.

ity leader, Dole displayed almost

unwaveri solidanity with the

man who ousted him from the 1988

idential - race, George Bush.

althe prgﬂn'd years hgf lf!.itseéor-

mer rival’s idency, he v in

of the administration’s

position roughly 90 percent of the
time.

Those strong partisan roots have

! hhlxsn'n witl;stand s%isnﬁc
in his party. Its locus of pow-

er has moved during his capr%er
from his native Midwest to the
Sunbelt, and toward social-issues
conservatives from the religious
right, the gun lobby and the pro-life
cause. On most of their issues,
Dole has hewed to a strict conser-
vative line. He won a 1974 election

after rters
cl:m‘bitter attacks on his pro-
choice opponent, has voted to re-

store school prayer and has fought
:Lmt vﬁ.éhmﬁ‘rﬁ Axﬁd

ough a civil-rights supporter, he
drew the line on forced school
busiu% which he o in a se-
ries ‘of votes in the late 1970s and
early 1980s.

Today, Dole seeks to hold the
h}yalty of a newly ascendant crop
of social conservatives. Claiming
his turn as the last of the post-

Former Govemor —
(Continued From Previous Page)

the agriculture committee with his

obvious nent in the upcoming

election.

t was not a good year for
mem,butmbmvaﬂed.

I'lefl;congreﬁ“innﬂiﬁﬂob
pa e e it s coin
tﬂ%’bﬁhasahardwogl}cler
and with his delightful sense of hu-
mor. The Agri .Committee

World War II GOP leaders, he
faces younger men who have shat-
tered old political rules. When Dole
arrived in the Senate in 1969, he
waited 3% months to make his first
speech, an appeal for an exper-
imental housing program for the
handica; . Now, his brash i
dential rival Phil Gramm

bluntly: “We don't have a seniority
system in the Republican Party,
we have a merit system.”

Intriguingly, though, the pres-
sures of the 1990s and Dole’s own
political shrewdness may be push-
ing him and some of his onetime
doubters back together. Nodding
toward the GOP’s “opgdmunty"
wing, he recently appointed Kemp
to lead a tax-reform study commis-
sion, and he toys with the idea of a
so-called flat tax. At the same time,
the experience of the 1980s has in-
creased skepticism of supply-side
nostrums among voters and GOP
elected officials alike. That senti-
ment—echoing Dole’s earlier
warnings—is reflected in the cur-
rent pressure to tie lican tax
cuts to progress toward a balanced
budget. .

“We were 10 years ahead of our
time,” Dole says with a grin.

earlier ips the will to never
quit trying. Such a will served him
well both 1n onal life as well as
in public service. Despite his pres-
ent role as a world leader, he vivid-
ly remembers those early days of
poverty, and the s to pre-
vail. He also learned humility.

He told me that during those dif-
ficult days of the thirties, he spent
some time with his gr s
who lived on a farm. Later, Mfe-n

ing as county attorney, it
came his responsibility to approve
recipients of public assistance. His
gr ts were on that list. He
can identify still with those in need.

Bob does not have experience as

'an executive or as an

tor, but few with those qualifica-
tions who have served in national
leadership roles, have had military
experience, nor such a conserva-
tive philosophy.

Many Kansans have expressed
the hope that he will not run for
president in 1996, as they feel he is
most i t to Kansas as their
senator. However, since the deci-
sion has been made, he will receive
their enthusiastic and total support.
Those Kansans include the writer.
— Good luck Bob!

Dole Earns Acclaim

WASHINGTON — Senator Bob
Dole, ing to bolster his conser-
vative « i lt;grs the 1996
presidential  race, . proposed
eliminating four cabinet depart-
ments he says cost taxpayers $70
billion a year and do more harm
than good.
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