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Has Bob Dole’s time come,

the contest for the GOP presiden-
tial nomination in his home town
tate of , his last symbolic
- baltwglye _loztihthsome Wash-

: ! to the ordinary
folk of small-town America.

Of Dole it cannot be said that
he peaked too early. But such is
his resilience and political skill
that he is the frontrunner, at 71,
for a shot at the White House that
has escaped him for decades.

He gets his chance in an era
when his strong suits — experi-
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promiSe — are scorned by ag-
gressive religious fundamental-
ists and young GOP congression-
al know-nothings who have none
of them. Ironically, his position
as a political father figure is both
a strength and a weakness.

“I'd be a stabilizing force,”
Dole told CNN. Not an exciting
message but potentially a reas-
suring one in a party struggling
with a sudden lurch to the right.

This won’t be easy, but nothing
has come easily to Bob Dole. He
can perform ably as a showhorse,
but he has always been a work-
horse as well.

In a career of more than 40
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‘Monday Dole officially entered -
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years, he has outdistanced or
made uneasy peace with other
first-class Republicans p

to step on him. Survival has re-
quired a delicate balance among
what was practical, what was
politically possible and even
sometimes what was principled.

It still does,

The traditional Republican
mainstream that provides him
his basic strength is not thrilled
with his recent embrace of select-
ed hot-button, right-wing issues —
promises to reverse the assault-
weapon ban, destroy affirmative
action and irresponsibly chop tax-
es for the rich. But he dare not
appear to have been left behind,
like an old man out of touch, as
his party moves rightward.

Yet the tart tongue that be-
trayed him too often in the past
now merely seems wickedly
clever compared to the heavy-
handed insults hurled by some of
his less experienced GOP com-
petitors. :

His consistent efforts to reduce
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This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.

federal deficits resonate well in
the idedw climate, while heel;;s
avo! plunging into the pri
thicket of just how much he
would deprive the elderly and
poor to'do this, '

Political history is replete with
presidential candidates who en-
tered the primary as popular fa-
vorites with formidable establish-
ment endorsements and failed to
go the distance. Dole’s initial
show of strength may or may not
mean much, Had he been unable
to produce it, however, it would

have meant much, none
of it favorable.

The condensed primary season
next year should work to Dole’s
benefit, if he can repeat his 1988
victory in Iowa and reverse his
loss to Vice President George
Bush that year in New Hamp-
shire. The subsequent electoral
rush should favor the candidate
with the early momentum.

Meantime, Dole must play a
dual role that leaves him vulnera-
ble to his GOP rivals not only in
his campaign mode but in his
Senate performance. So far, he
has refused to step down from his
post and has insisted he can both
lead the Senate and run for presi-
dent.

With the burden of leadership,
he must produce legislation or at
least make a smashingly good
stab at it. His presidential rivals
in the Senate — Phil Gramm of
Texas, Arlen Specter of Pennsyl-
vania and Richard Lugar of Indi-
ana — have no such responsibili-
ty.

They can grandstand and take
potshots whenever they want.
The GOP gubernatorial candi-
dates, Lamar Alexander of Ten-
nessee and Pete Wilson of Cali-
fornia, have even fewer compli-

cations, They don’t have to cast
controversial votes that can be
used against them later in the
campaign.

DALLAS — Republican presi-

dential hopeful Bob Dole, describ-
ing Wednesday what he called “an
agenda to make America strong at
home and respected abroad,” out-
lined his foreign policy goals.

Dole stressed at a fund-raising
luncheon that American interests

should be the overriding factor in
all foreign policy decisions, espe-
cially those involving force.

“When we have no interests at
stake, it is folly to risk American
lives and foolish to squar}dell:
American resources and prestige,
he said. (The use of force) is a
decision that must be made at
times, but it is a decision that
should always be made by Ameri-
cans and for American interests.”

Dole, in-the midst of a whirlwind
campaign trip that took him to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., for another ap-
pearance Wednesday night, also
called-on the government to reas-
sess its relationships with some
third-world nations and to continue
the crackdown on illegal immigra-
tion. . )

Saying the United States
“shouldn’t become a fortress,” Dole
said  expansion of border control
programs and a more efficient de-
-portation-process-are necessary-to
curb illegal immigration.

Dole said the United States must
also isolate 'rogue regimes" such
as TIran, Iraq, Libya and North
Korea, maintaining a vigil and us-
ing "any means necessary” to
prevent them from obtaining nu-
clear arms.

Countries that consistently stand
in the way of the United States'
interests in United Nations votes

" shouldn't expect to receive funds
.from American coffers, he added.

A Dole spokesman said the sen-
‘ator raised an estimated $500,000
with the Dallas luncheon. -~ -

The visit was Dole’s first as a
candidate to Texas, the home of
rival Republican presidential con-
tender Senator Phil Gramm. Dole
said after his address that the trip
had no underlying intentions.

“Phil Gramm is a good friend —
all the other candidates are good
friends," he said.

Before the fund-raiser, Dole vis-
‘ited a Dallas diner and introduced

himself to voters. Workers at the

Market Diner presented the candi-
date with a pie.

Dole, 71, announced his can-
didaey in Topeka, Kan., on Monday.
His weeklong cross-country cam-

will end in his. hometown
E’us‘sell. Kan., on Friday.

In Florida, Dole was planning to
rake in more money for his front-
runner GOP bid for the presidency
and accept a bushel of congres-
‘sional endorsements.

Dole, who.has a vacation condo in |

nearby Bal Harbour, scheduled a

fund- event that includes
some of da's best-known Re-
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or has italréady péssed?

- If our national focus should
shift from domestic issues to
some international crisis, howev- -
er, Dole is in the strongest GOP
political position. Lugar, a former

- chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, has creden- |

tials there, too. But his recent re-
mark that we ought to consider a
military response to free two
American civilians in jail in Iraq
suggests he may not have suffi-
cient judgment for the presiden-
cy. A call to battle that risks
American lives over a minor
provocation is not a political win-
ner.

And so it goes, pros and cons,
Dole is the man to beat. He's old-
er than Ronald Reagan when he
took office at the age of 69. But
Dole is smarter, full of vinegar
and'altogether a candidate for all
seasons.
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The numbers are based on a

from page 1-A national telephone poll of 373
noon Friday. Republicans conductefl April 5 and
H Texas Is big enough for the 6. The margin of error is plus or
two of them = Dole ventured into minus 6 percentage points.
rival presidential candidate Sen. i And the race Is on =—Dole is

Phil Gramm's territory Wednesday.
Dole, speaking at a Dallas fund-rais-
ing luncheon, said he has no person-
al squabble with the Texas senator.

“Phil Gramm is a good friend — all
the other candidates are good
friends,” he said. “Texas is big
enough for the both of us.”

@ Clinton, Dole in dead heat,
but look out for Powell —
President Clinton was preferred over
all announced Republican presiden-
tial candidates except Dole in an
Ohio Poll released Wednesday.

Clinton and Dole were in a statisti-
cal dead heat. But the most popular
choice was a man who is not a candi-
date: retired Gen. Colin Powell.

In a race between Clinton and
Dole, 47 percent of the people sur-
veyed said they preferred Clinton, 44

the sixth Republican candidate to
formally declare a 1996 bid, joining
Sens. Phil Gramm of Texas and
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, for-
mer Tennessee Gov. Lamar
Alexander, commentator Pat
Buchanan and radio talk host Alan
Keyes. Conservative California Rep.
Bob Dornan of California plans to
enter the race today, and Indiana
Sen. Richard Lugar’s announcement
__is April 19. California Gov. Pete

Wilson is likely to join the field in

May.

@ State leader joins Dole cam-
palgn — Steve Brown, executive
director of the Kansas Republican
Party since 1991, has resigned to take

.a job with the Dole campaign in
Washington. Brown will be coordi-
nating direct mail and telemarketing

percent preferred Dole, 6 percent fund-raising activities. The state
liked another candidate and 4 per- party headquarters will be run by
cent had not formed an opinion. state Chairman David Miller and

But with a margin of error of 4 per-  Gilda Lintz of the office staff until a
centage points, a Clinton edge was new executive director is named.
not statistically significant. @ Altemative cholces —In

But Powell — who has not Exeter, N.H., on Monday Bob Dole
declared a party affiliation — beat had a bit of competition. As he spoke
Clinton by 10 percentage points to a crowd of several hundred,
among people questioned. : reporters noticed some different

EDole’s QOP lead holds — Dole campaign signs — “Bruno '96.”
continues to hold a commanding lead The Bruno is I.mlleBrlmo. I_Brpnx
over other GOP presidential hopefuls native who has been convicted of
in a USA Today/CNN/Gallup Poll something, though his entourage
published in Tuesday’s USA Today.  claimed they didn't know what. As a

Among Republicans and those stunt for Michael Moore’s television
who say they are Republican leaners,  show, “TV Nation," Bruno is flaunt-
Dole is supported by 46 percent; Phil  ing his ex-con status as a parody can-
Gramm, 13 percent; Pat Buchanan,8 = didate with campaign signs that note;
percent; Pete Wilson, 6 percent; “He's a pro. He's a con.” ot
Richard Lugar, 5 percent; Lamar “There is another America wait-

Alexander, 3 percent; Arlen Specter,
2 percent; Bob Dornan, 2 percent;
Alan Keyes, 1 percent; and other,
none, 14 percent. ]

ing,” Bruno said hastily. “Let's give it
a break. Let's move on America. Let's
'gd toit.” 2

# Ondine insights — Dole's week-
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_| Wednesday to rake in
- money for his front-run-
. ner GOP bid for the presi-

« bushel of con or

i |" endorsements in Fort

‘ Lauderdale, Fla.

Dole’s fund-raising

. event in Fort Lauderdale
included some of

' Florida’s best-known
Republicans. Dole hasa
-l.~vacation condo in nearby
‘I*“Bal Harbour, Fla.

All four Republican

¢ congressmen from South
" Florida endorsed Dole

" during his brief stop, said |
. Dr. Zack Zachariah,

1 chairman. “I think
- Florida is for Dole,” said

‘[.+Zachariah.

- raise up {0 $500,000 dur-
5 el

 paign, Zacharish said,
"= Dole campaignedata
. Dallas luncheon earlier
Wednesday. ADole
spokesman said the send-
tor raised $500,000 there.
Today, he heads to
- Columbia, S.C., Raleigh,
N.C., and then home to
Kansas. :
.. mChange in plans —
Plans have changed for
- Dole's second visit to his
‘home state in five days,
Dole’s plane will land
* shortly after 5 p.m. today
in Hays. Earlier. plans
had Dole landing at Great
"-Bend. After landing in'
Hays, he travels on to
Russell, where he will
-L.~6pend the next two days.
.« A community pancake
. breakfast is scheduled for
8:30 a.m. Friday, and

" -organizers said they are
T *planning to feed 5,000
.*people. Dole also will

; dency. He accepteda . .
mm jonal © |

" Dole’s state financial -~ |
a2 Dole’s campaign could |

Yhe state during the cam- i

Advisers

NRA Jetter

By JACK NELSON
Los Angeles Times

W B FASHINGTON — Senate Majority.
Leader Bob Dole’s promise to the
~National Rifle Association that he
will work to repeal the law banning assault
weapons has created a rift among his sup-
porters and some associates say the senator
realizes he made a major political mistake
that could damage his presidential cam-
paign. .

Dole apparently didn't consult many
members of his expansive circle of advisers
before he made the vow in a letter to the
NRA a month ago in which he referred to
“the ill-conceived gun
bm!l

One of Dole’s major
contributors, calling

. the senator’s’letter to
the:NRA “just terri-
ble,” said: “Unfortun-
ately, he always has
some persons repre-
senting thé"extreme
right around him and R
they get him in trou-
ble. He tolerates them
to try to get the nomi-
nation.” = i

Another longtime
Tl i gl Ay Dole .adviser ‘who

opposed the letter described reaction this

way: “We all climbed up and down on him
about it. Everybody gave him a bad time. He
realized it was a big mistake.

“I don't know what drove him to do it,"”

the adviser said. “He could have just let the
thing come up naturally on the floor, let
someone introduce an amendment, instead
of taking the lead on repealing the ban.”

Both Dole’s decision to take an active role

in the fight against the assault weapons ban,
which prohibits the manufacture and sale of
19 kinds of semiautomatic weapons, and the
unhappiness his action provoked among
many of his supporters reflect the conflict

inherent in Dole’s position as he seeks the

GOP presidential nomination.

By today's standards, the Senate leader is

a moderately conservative or traditional

Republican — a position on the political

spectrum that may have broad appeal

among voters but doesn't satisfy the conserv-

ative activists who play a disproportionate

role in choosing the GOP standard-bearer.

As a result, Dole's strategy for winning

the nomination includes bolstering his

appeal to the GOP right wing, even at the

risk of alienating less conservative support-

- Mississ ippi, Oklahoma, Rhode
" Island, Tennessee, Texas; March 19

" -attend private Good ers.

' 'Friday church services at

ers 10,000 miles is being discussed
just about everywhere — even on the
information superhighway.

After his first big day Monday, on-
line groupies on America Online, a
commercial computer network, cri-
tiqued Dole’s third run for the presi-
dency. Both positive and negative
Dole comments were cited on one
newsroom chat line, and several chat
participants were concerned about
Dole's age.

“He ought to just go back to Kansas

-and retire,” one person wrote.

Others, however, mentioned how
healthy and tanned the Senate
majority leader appeared at his
announcement.

Here's the primary schedule —
By this time next year, it could be
clear who will be the Republican
nominee for president. .

About 60 percent of the convention

Campaign
notebook

long campaign extravaganza that cov- :

That strategy, both on gun control and on

Continued on page 2-A, col. 1

Advisers criticize NRA letter

Continued from page 1-A

other issues such as affirmative action, has
upset those among Dole’s advisers who want
a more moderate line. These advisers point
out that about 70 percent of those responding
to public opnion polls favor the assault
weapons ban,

‘- Among Dole supporters said to be most

upset about the letter are fund-raisers con-
cerned that the issue niay.dry up potential
sources of contributions to his presidential
campaign.

Dole, campaigning in the Midwest, stood by
his letter to the NRA. Through 3 spokesman,
he reiterated his support for the rights of gun
owners. But he didn’t comment on the rift
among his supporters or their claims that he
made a major political mistake.

. “The senator thinks the letter speaks for
itself," Nelson Warfield, Dole’s campaign
press spokesman, said. '

' In remarks Tuesday night in Denver, Dole
talked about his stand on crime, urging that
parole be denied for violént criminals, that
“frivolous” appeals in criminal cases be lim-

site of the nation’s first primary, polls indi-
cate that roughly 48 percent of potential GOP
primary voters are gun owners and the NRA
has some 25,000 members — this in a state
where the total primary vote seldom exceeds
175,000.

Early polls show Dole far out in front of
other Republican candidates in New
Hampshire, but Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas,
his best-financed rival, is a staunch opponent
of gun'éontfol -

In addition to creating division among his
advisers, Dole’s pledge to the NRA has given
energy'to gun-control advocates.and person-
alized an explosive issue that promises to
touch off a bruising fight in'Congress. Playing
a prominent role in that fight could help Dole
with conservatives but 'some advisers fear
that it also could distract him as he seeks to’
put his imprint on House legislation passed
as— the: GOP’s “Contract With -
Amerjoa. TS gk -

In another bow to the party’s right-wing,
Dole also has spoken out strongly in favor of
rolling back affirmative actien, a process he
once favored as a means of redressing job -

lected by the end ited, that teenagers who commit violent discrimination. has been one of the

gfi::::;slm_ b’[%:?compa?zs with 36 crimes be tried as adults = and that all this most éutsp en of '____ﬁ_en_ts of affirmative
percent of the GOP delegates select- be done “without penalizing all those law- action. T .
ed through March 1992. abiding Americans who want to exercise “So _eh'qg,-g‘_ ‘Dole"has this bizarre
The following is a tentative sched- | their constitutional right t¢ bear arms.” notion that he has to stand to the right of Phil
ule of primaries through March next | While Dole’s stand has upset some advis- Gramim ¢ rything to get the Republican
year. ' ers, others point out that large numbers of nomination.”. ‘a longtime friend of Dole,

Feb. 12 — Iowa (caucus); Feb. 20 — |
New Hampshire; Feb. 24 — ,
Delaware; Feb. 27— Arizona, South
Dakota; March 5 — Colorado,

Georgia, Maryland, Vermont; March
7 — New York; March 12 — Florida,
Louisiana, Massachusetts,

— Illinois, Michigan, Ohio; March 26

— California, Connecticut.

Dole ga_thers endotsements, money in Florida

Associated Press

Republican conservatives crucial to the par-
ty’s presidential nomination process oppose
the assault weapon ban, In New Hampshire,

“Most people Wwho've carried Dole this far
think that's nutty strategy and won't help him:
win.Uy TN

All four

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. mdunng i
Senate Leader Bob Dole said Zack
traveled to Florida on Wedn to financial
ac-
il “mm. e meﬂmmm
Who has a vacation condo in nearby - Jacksonville
Bal Harbour, scheduled a fund-rais- =~ Smith, another GOP
ing event that includes some of Flor- = were planning to |
ida's best-known Republicans, “I think Florida is for Dole,
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