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@ The multistate Dole
kickoff extravaganza will
cover 10,000 miles and

" nine states in five days.
After the Topeka rally,
which was carried on local
broadcasts, networks and
internationally on Cable
News Network, the
entourage went to Exeter,
N.H. New Hampshire is
the key battleground state
that holds the first GOP
primary in February 1996,
The Monday festivities
concluded in New York
City with a fund-raiser.

Throughout his cam-
paign, Dole is planning
stops in big states like
Florida, Texas and New
York, Southern states like
North Carolina and South
Carolina and Western
states like Colorado.
Sprinkled amid the
speeches and rallies are
several fund-raisers, from
which campaign workers

‘said Dole hopes net up to
$1.75 million.

B Political moves — The
decision to move the
Topeka rally indoors was
made between 7 and 7:30
p.m. Sunday by Dole.
Although campaign plan-
ners would have preferred
a warm, sunny day, “I
think everyone was just
thrilled with turnout,”
according to a campaign
spokesman.

Large blue-and-gold
banners draped from the
south facade of the Capitol
during the weekend in
preparation for the Dole
rally were moved late
Sunday to Landon Arena
at the Kansas Expocentre,

One large banner pro-
claimed “Dole '96.” The
others were the same blue
banners with big gold stars
that adorned the Capitol
when Bill Graves, another
Republican, was sworn in
as governor on Jan. 9. They
carry 34 stars, denoting
Kansas' admission to the
Union as the 34th state.

N Prayerful messages —
Republican state chair-
man David Miller of
Eudora made certain the
community prayer break-
fast that preceded Dole's
formal announcement had
an unmistakable anti-abor-
tion flavor.

The Rev. Leo Barbée Jr.,
pastor of Victory Bible
Church in Lawrence,
urged Dole not to stray
from his anti-abortion

Thomas Moffatt, pastor of
Saints Peter & Paul
Orthodox Christian Church
in Topeka, is a field repre-
sentative of Kansans for
Life, the state’s largest
anti-abortion organization.
The state GOP spon-
sored the prayer breakfast,

By ROGER MYERS

| The Capital-Journal

t started with a prayer — Bob Dole's

‘third quest for the presidency.

.  In a community prayer breakfast
Monday at the Ramada Inn Downtown,
more than 1,000 supporters and well-wish-_
ers of the Kansas senior senator heard
Elizabeth Hanford Dole tell how she had
shifted the focus of her life from a busy

and spectacular career to a life with God
- as the center. '

“When I was young, I had a very active
church life,” she said, |

“But as you move through life, some-
thing becomes a barrier to total commit-
ment to the Lord. It could be money,
power or prestiege.

“In my case, my career became of para-
mount importance. I worked very hard to
excel, to achieve. I was really competing
against myself, not others.

“My goal was to do my very best, which
is all fine and well. T was blessed with a
beautiful marriage and a challenging
career.

“And yet, only gradually, over many
years did I realize what was missing. My
life was threatened with spiritual starva-
tion.”

Dole’s husband, who attended the
prayer breakfast, formally embarked on
his ‘campaign for the 1996 Republican
presidential nomination later in the day
with an official announcement of his can-
didacy at the Kansas Expocentre. _

Dole, a former member of the Federal
Trade Commission, secretary of trans-
portation under former President Ronald
Reagan, secretary of labor under former
President George Bush and now president
of the American Red Cross, spoke about
20 minutes with a polished, easy delivery
that was sprinkled with some of the same
sort of witticisms that have marked her
husband’s speeches.

Telling the story of Esther, and the per-
ilous task she undertook to save the Jews
of Persia from destruction, Dole told
about a banquet the king of Persia had
when he picked Esther as his queen.

“At the banquet for his queen, the king
went so far as to lower all the taxes,” Dole
said, prompting applause and laughter
about one of the issues her husband is
expected to raise during his campaign.

She also got laughs when she told about
the search the king made of all the
provinces in his kingdom, looking for the

prettiest woman — “a sort of Miss Persia
pageant,” Dole said.

The prayer breakfast was sponsored by
the Republican State Committee and cost
$8 a person.

The atmosphere at the prayer breakfast

-was distinctly anti-abortion. The Rev. Leo

Barbee Jr., pastor of the Victory Bible
Church in Lawrence, said during his invo-
cation he hoped Dole wouldn't waver
from his strong pro-life stance when it
came to the abortion issue.

The state's top Republican officials
turned out for the prayer breakfast, and
Dole’s formal announcement at the

Expocentre.

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, Gov. Bill
Graves and his wife, Linda, three of the
state's four GOP congressmen, Pat
Roberts of the 1st District, Sam
Brownback of the 2nd District and Todd
Tiahrt of the 4th District, plus Senate
President Bud Burke of Olathe and House
Speaker Tim Shallenburger of Baxter
Springs all attended the events.

Dole began her talk by recalling “a time
over 20 years ago, in a church just across
from the White House, setting aside a spe-
cial time before taking our wedding vows.

“We knelt.in prayer, took communion

—Thad Allton/The Capital-Journal
Sen. Bob Dole and his wife, Elizabeth, sang “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” during the Kansas Republican Party’s prayer breakfast at

the Ramada Inn Downtown Monday morning.

and pledged a lifelong commitment to
each other, and to God.

“We still believe in beginning each new
journey life brings with a prayer.”

And she concluded her talk with
remarks — perhaps with her husband in
mind.

“The world is ripe and ready, I believe,
for a man willing to recognize, who are
not immune from the predicaments of the
day, men and women who are willing to
accept the privilege of serving and who
are ready to see that the providence of
God may have brought them to such a time
as this.”
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Aided by a thin clear TelePrompTer
peeking up from the podium at his right,
Dole went into his reasons for running
and projected themes familiar from his
senatorial campaigns: less government,
more local and state power, and reaffir-
mation of families.

“The life jacket of one generation can
be the straightjacket of the next,” he
said, and charged that the federal gov-
ernment — of which he has been an
employee since 1960 — has become “too
large, too remote and too undemocratic.”

As president, Dole said he would
restore the 10th Amendment, which
guarantees power of the states. He
vowed to pass a balanced budget amend-
ment despite its recent death in the
Senate.

He said the federal government could
live without the departments of
.Education, Housing and Urban
Development, Energy and Commerce.

as state chairmanin .
January, is staunchly anti-
abortion.

H A healthy tan —Dole,
as usual, looked fit and tan- |
for the kickoff of his cam-
paign. A campaign worker
said the Doles had spent
several days at their
Florida home resting up —
and getting tan — for the -
announcement tour.

Topeka's weather, which
had been a summerlike 84
and sunny on Saturday,
turned cool and overcast
on Sunday. Dole said
Sunday he left 80-degree
weather in Florida to fly to
Topeka, .

He was in good spirits
Sunday evening as he
arrived at a fund-raiser at
Washburn, but sported a
badly bloodshot right eye,
which he said was the
result of a broken blood
vessel. “I get it every cou-
ple of years,” he said.

‘@ Support from home —
For previous presidential
races, Dole usually first
announced in his home-
town of Russell. This time, -
Russell came to him in
Topeka.

The 70-member Russell
High School Bronco Band
left homeat 3:30 a.m. fora
180-milétrek through a
driving hailstorm to be
part of the show.

They participated in the
rally with bands from .
Topeka High School and
Washburn Rural High
School.

$74 billion annually and employ 74,000
workers.

Dole reiterated his support for school
choice through vouchers for private and
parochial schools and noted the death of
HUD would “get the government out of
the landlord business.”

He questioned why the federal govern-
ment is “in the culture business”
through funding for the National
Endowment for the Arts,

And Dole firmly stated, “Affirmative

“Collectively those departments spend-

Dole: ‘l am a candldate

—Jeff Davis/The Caplital-Journal

Sen. Bob Dole visited with well-w:shers after announcing his candidacy Monday af |

the Kansas Expocentre.

action is out of control,” aligning himself
with the conservative GOP stance against
affirmative action despite a record in
favor of civil rights.

“We should have a colorblind society,”
he said.

Dole said his proposals would be the
first step to “lower, fairer, flatter and
simpler" government so “ordinary peo-

ple like you and me can fill out a tax
form without a lawyer or accountant.”

Dole’s self-description as an “ordinary
person” is a key element to his campaign
strategy. Despite 35 years in Washington,
the noted deal maker plans to capitalize
on his small-town roots when he ends his
announcement tour in his hometown of
Russell on Friday.

Dole to N.H. for votes , N.Y. for money

Continued from page 1-A .

ing dinner at the St. Hbritz hotel Monday
night, which with two evening receptions

raised more than $1.2 million for Dole's

campaign.

But Dole, 71, entered the race with a
scornful critique of President Clinton as a
“clever apologist of the status quo,” elect-
ed on a platform of change in 1992 but now
fighting the change voters demanded last
year when they put Congress in
Republican hands for the first time in 40
years.

Dole’s own commitment to the conserva-
tive GOP agenda, and sway as Senate
léader, will be repeatedly tested in the
coming months as Congress deals with tax
cuts, welfare reform and the controversial
spending cuts required for progress
toward a balanced budget.

But Dole said he was up to the task —
and eager to prolong the GOP revolution
by bringing it to the White House,

“Let us rein in our government to set the '
spirit of the American people free,” he
said. “Let us renew our moral convictions
and strengthen our families by returnlnx

.. tomndmntalvalm”

mnauﬁmﬂm talk and decision
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past three decades.

“We can cut taxes and balance the bud-
get,” said Dole, once a fierce critic of
Ronald Reagan’s “supply side” economics.

In explaining that declaration, and
Dole’s decision to sign the Americans for
Tax Reform “no new taxes” pledge this
time, aides drew the distinction that Dole
was confident spending would be cut now

that Republicans controlled Congress.

Texas Sen. Phil Gramm is the only other
GOP presidential candidate to sign the
pledge so far.

In addition to reaching out to economic

conservatives on taxes, Dole made’

entreaties to Christian conservatives pow-
erful in GOP affairs, questioning the need
for federal funding of arts and humanities,

Leaving New Hampshire, as Dole
walked briskly up the steps to his plane,
he slipped and fell, quickly rolled over
and picked himself up. He strolled back to
briefly chat with reporters traveling with
him and said he wasn't hurt.

" Ohio, Towa and Colorado were on Dole's
schedule today, all part of a weeklong
announcement tour that ends at a
Veterans of Foreign meoatlnhlshome
town of Russell, Kan,, on Friday, the 50th
.mmtvemw of his World War IT wounding

Italy

: Bomedmemenbolemedwlthlnthe 4
10th llountaln Division were on hand in

New Hampshire, as he dedicated his cam-
paign to neighbors in Russell who stuffed
cigar boxes with money to help him recov-
er from war wounds that left him with lim-
ited use of his right arm.

“Because they restored my spirit in a
time of trial, I have dedicated myself to
restoring the spirit of America,” Dole said.

Recalling an emotional return to Italy
last summer, Dole said: “Gazing across
those now-peaceful fields, I thought of
why it is'critical to have a president who
knows what made America great, who
knows what has been sacrificed to keep us
free and who will do all in his power to
lead America back to her place in the
mn."

Looking to prove his commitment to con-
servative causes, Dole promised enact-
ment of the line-item veto and a balanced
budget amendment, a tax credit for fami-
lies and a cut in the capital gains tax.
Looking ahead, Dole said the entire feder-
‘al tax system needed to be made “fairer,
flatter, simpler.”

He advocated eliminating four Cabinet
departments: Commerce, Education,
‘Energy and Housing, And he promised a
review of every federal program to deter-
mine ifltmatthistastr"lsthlapromm a
‘basie funetion of limited government or is
‘an example of how government has lost

igl in the judgment of our people?”

Big crowd
cheers on
native son

The decision to move from the south
steps of the Statehouse to the
Expocentre was made by the senator
Sunday night, said Liz Kirger, a volun-
teer with Dole’s advance office.
Expocentre officials estimated the
crowd at 5,000 people. Kirger said the
advance team’s estimate placed the
crowd at between 9,000 and 10,000.

‘“He's carried a lot of water to the ele-
phant,” said June Cooper, Garnett. “It is
our time.”

Cooper, wearing a sequined red, white
and blue jacket and a hat with a sun-
flower, said she was a national delegate
at the Republic conventions that nomi-
nated Ronald Reagan and George Bush,
She hopes to go back in 1996.

When asked whether she thought Dole’s
age was a detriment, Cooper responded:
“Shoot no, he's just seasoned.”

No one asked believed his age would
be a problem in the election. In fact,
.almost no one asked thought there was a

. chance he wouldn't be president in

another year and a half.

“T came to support the new president,”
said Ben Fulton, an 18-year-old senior at
Washburn Rural High School. “He has the
spirit and the issues and he's our man.”
~Mary and Eric Schuetz of Topeka
brought their 6-year-old son, John, to the
Expocentre.

““He's a champion of people with dis-
abilities,” said Mary Schuetz, as she sat in
the stands. “He has a lot of good qualities.”

Two busloads of Dole supporters came
from Russell. Many of them were wear-
ing hats supporting the Russell native.
Even before Dole had left the arena —
after thousands of balloons fell on the
crowd'on the Expocentre floor — a man
from the Russell group started collecting
the hats in a box.

No doubt the hats will be unboxed again
Friday when Dole visits his hometown.

“Sure,” Mary Ross from Russell said,
when asked whether she had ever met
Dole, “My daughter is married to his
nephew.”

The crowd did have some members
who weren’t Dole supporters.

In the southeast corner of the
Expocentre, a handful of people held
anti-Dole signs. “Pro-Choice, Pro-Child,”
“T'm pro-choice and I vote” and “Dole is
no choice” were slogans included on the
placards.

A less obvious non-Dole supporter was
Kristin Runyon, who brought her 10-
month-old son, Dalton.

“I'm a Democrat,” Runyon whispered
as she sat in the west stands. -

Her family moved to Topeka a couple
of months ago, she isn't working outside
the home and the rally could have pro-
vided a glimpse at history.

~ “There's a very real posaihﬂtw.
Runyon said, talking a little louder, “he
could be president next year.”

DOLE
Excerpts
from

Dole’s
speech

66 Whatever lessons |
have applied in public
life were first learned
here as a member of
the Kansas House of
Representatives, and
I'm very proud of that,
too. These days |
spend much of my
time in another
capitol. You see many
things from atop the
hill in Washington
where | work — but
you can see America
from here. 99

66 As a young man in
a small town, my
parents taught me to
put trust in God, not
government, and
never confuse the two.
Something else |
learned — leamed the
hard way — (was)
that while self-reliance
Is an essential part of
the American
character, so is the
Spirit of community
that reaches out to
those wounded in
body or soul. 99

66 And so, today,
tempered by adversity,
seasoned by
experience, mindful of
the world as it is, yet
confident it can be
made better, | have
come home to Kansas
with a grateful heart to
declare that | am a
candidate for the
presidency of the
United States. 99

66 Our problems are

~ not too difficult to

handle. It's just that
our leaders have
grown too isolated
from places like
Topeka —
embarrassed by the
values here. They
seem to have lost the
idea that we are, and
must remain, one
nation under God. We
are all bound by our
heritage to a set of
common values: hard
work, integrity,
responsibility ...99 _

66 My mandate as
president would be to
rein in the federal
government in order
to set freg the spirit of
the American people;
to reconnect our
government in
Washington with the
common sense values
of our citizens, and to
reassert American
interests wherever
and whenever they are

challenged around the

world.9)
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