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Dole’s
speech

TOPEKA — The text of Sen. Bob
Dole’s speech declaring his presidential
candidacy:

It’s great to be In Kansas, It's great to
be in Kansas. Of course, I'm not the first
Kansan to say there's no place like
home, But for me the words have a very
special meaning. Wherever I have trav-
eled in this life, I've never forgotten where
I came from or where I go home to, and
that's very important. Whatever lessons I've
applied in public life were first learned
here as a member of the Kansas House of
Representatives, and I'm very proud of
that, too.

These days I spend much of my time
in another capital. You see many things
from atop the Hill in Washington where I
work, but you can see America from here.
You can see America from here. Com-
mon sense and uncommon sensitivity, that's
the Kansas way. It's what made Dwight
Eisenhower a great general and a great
president, and it's what prompted Alf
Landon, with his unique wisdom, to say,
“There are some intelligent people in
Washington, but there are a lot more of
them in Kansas.” I hasten to add the
same applies to the other 49 states, particu-
larly Iowa and New Hampshire.

But then Kansans never had to look to
Washington, D.C.,, for a sense of compassion
or community. As a young man in a
small town, my parents taught me to put
trust in God, not government, and never
confuse the two.

Something else I learned the hard
way: that while self-reliance is an essential
part of the American character, so is the
spirit of community that reaches out to
those wounded in body or soul. When I
went off to war, it was to defend a commu-
nity of values unique in all the worid. I
came back sustained by the love and gener-
osity of friends and neighbors who re-
newed my sense of life’s possibilities. And
over these years, they have given me the
opportunity for service which I can never
hope to repay.

And because they restored my spirit in
a time of trial, I have dedicated myself to
restoring the spirit of America. And so
today, tempered by adversity, seasoned by

mindful of the world as it is
yet confident it can be made better, I have
come home to Kansas with a

E

Americans have unwittingly encouraged
the federal government to become too
large, too remote, and too undemocratic
to be representative.

However, another America's waiting,
‘an America with a strong heart, strong
again in heart and sure of mind, and I
would like to lead us there. Our problems
are not too difficult to handle. They're
not too difficult to handle, It's just that our
leaders have grown too isolated from
places like Topeka, embarrassed by the
values here. They seem to have lost the
idea that we are and must remain one
nation under God.

We are bound by our heritage to a set
of common values: hard work, integrity,
responsibility. These values have always
been the source of our strength and the
glue that holds us together. Our country
must again have leaders who believe in our
people and are proud of our values. We
need leaders who will summon from each
us the best of our character, who will

us as a nation to our full potential. I
to be president so I can do this for
mandate as president would be to
in the federal government in order to
set free the spirit of the American peo-
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ple; to reconnect our government in Wash- .

ington with the common sense values of
our citizens and to reassert American inter-
ests wherever and whenever they are
around the world.
My guide in this would be the final
-plece of the Bill of Rights — the Tenth
Amendment. It reads, “The powers not
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stitution. All others should remain with the
states of the people. That's what it's all
about. It is a philosophy of freedom con-
ceived in liberty, tested by history, yet

too often ignored in Washington. I intend to
restore it.

In the last.election, the American peo-
ple sent an unmistakable message to Wash-
ington. With rare clarity, they reaffirmed
their faith in themselves and a healthy
amount of skepticism about government.

If we are truly to rein in government,
we must have a president who is more than

"a clever apologist for the status quo. In

1992, Bill Clinton ran for president as the
candidate of change. In 1996, he will
seek re-election as a candidate pledged to
prevent change at all cost.

We need a president who will do more
than say “no” to every spending cut, “no”
to every attempt to return power and
money to the states. We need a president
who shares our values, embraces our
agenda and who will lead the fight for the
fundamental change America chose last
November. We need a president who will
say “yes” to the American people, and

~ “that is the kind of president I intend to be.

And while on the subject of creating a
government that will say “yes” to the
damental belief crystal clear. We can cut
taxes and balance the budget. No mis-
take about it. Middle-class families are
forced to send too much of their hard-
earned money to Wi We should
provide a tax credit for children and
remove the marriage penalty to strengthen
our families. And we should cut the cap-
ital gains tax to stimulate economic growth,
create new jobs, and expand opportunity
for all our pedple. And this is just the first
step. Not the last, just the first step.

We need a president committed to
maklngwrtﬂxﬂm w‘m. mml m’
and simpler so that ordinary people like
you and me could fill out our tax forms
;vimmmnalawyaounaomuntantor

Balancing the budget will also be a top
priority; we cannot continue mortgaging out
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children’s future, We will give the presi-
dent the line-item veto and we will give the
American people a balanced budget
amendment.

But that is only the beginning. Reining
in the government means streamlining the
entire federal bureaucracy, getting its
nose out of places the government just
shouldn't be. We should work our way
through the alphabet soup of government,
asking this question: Is this program a
basic function of limited government, or is
it an example of how government has
lost faith in the judgment of our people?

The best place to begin is with four of
the most ineffective, burdensome and med-
dlesome departments: Education, Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Energy, and
Commerce. Together they spend more
than $74 billion per year and employ more
than 74,000 workers.

Let’s close down the Education Depart-

‘ment and spend the money on our children,

not bureaucracies and red tape; and let's
implement school choice to return power to,
parents. HUD has become a cash cow

for big-city mayors and the well-connected.
We should give housing vouchers to those
who need them and get the government out
of the landlord business altogether. Ener-

than half of what the Department of Com-
merce does has nothing to do with com-
merce or trade — duplicated by 71 other
governmental departments, agencies and
offices.

And there are other questions we
should ask. We spend hundreds of millions
of dollars on the Endowments for the
Arts and Humanities. Why is the federal
government in the culture business? In .
this explosion of the information age, why
do we have a Corporation for Public

There are a host of other areas that
cry out for reform. I will be talking about
them at greater length in the year ahead.
Welfare is one. The federal system has
failed. And why are the liberals in Wash-
ington so afraid to turn welfare decision-

making over to our governors, like Gov-
ernors Graves and Branstad, and to our
state legislatures in Kansas, Iowa, New
Hampshire, Arizona, wherever? There's al-
ready considerable evidence that they
could do much better.

. Affirmative action is another federal
policy ouf*of control. Discrimination is
wrong, immoral. This is America. We
should have a color-blind society. But fight-
ing discrimination should never be used

to divide Americans by race, ethnic back-
ground, or gender. =

There is one area where the federal
government must work in partnership with
our state and local governments, and that
area is crime. Today, a criminal commit-
ting a serious crime has less than a 10
percent chance of going to jail. And once in
jail that criminal will serve only a frac-
tion of his sentence.

We should put an end to parole for
violent offenders. Put limits on the endless
and often frivolous appeals clogging our
courts. Remove teenagers who commit seri-
ous, violent crimes from juvenile courts
and try them as adults. We should be more
concerned with the rights of victims than
the privileges of criminals. And we must
rededicate ourselves to the war on drugs.

Finally, let me touch for a moment on
America’s place in the world. There is one
responsibility only the federal govern-
ment has, and that is to protect our free-
dom. We must never be reluctant about
our greatness or ashamed of our national

strength.

We must stop placing the agenda of
the United Nations before the interests of
the United States. When we take our
revolution to the White House in 1996, we
will vow that American policies will be
determined by us, not by the United Na-
tions. Let us remember that America has
been the greatest force for good the world
has ever known.

I was reminded of that on the 50th
anniversary of D-Day last summer when
the eyes of the world were focused on
the beaches of France. I was there and
witnessed the emotion as memories
came flooding back, memories of the hero-
ism, the sacrifices and pain men and
women suffered. Before visiting France, I
traveled to Northern Italy where I
served in the 10th Mountain Division, and
while revisiting the battle sites, I thought
about why we had been sent there, about
the America of our youth, the America
we were risking our lives to protect, and
about our hopes for the generations who

“would follow us.

And then I thought about the America
we live in now, an America still great and
still the beacon of freedom around the _ _
world, but an America that is headed in the
wrong direction. And standing there gaz-
ing across those now peaceful fields, I
thought of why it is critical to have a
president who knows what made America
great and what has been sacrificed to
keep us free, and who would do all in his
power to lead America back to her place
in the sun.

My friends, I have the experience. I
have been tested and tested and tested in
many, many ways. I.am not afraid to
lead and I know the way. Let us rein in our
government to set the spirit of the
American people free. Let us renew our
moral convictions and strengthen our
families by returning to fundamental val-
ues.

Together let us reassert our rightful
place as a great nation. We should do it for
ourselves. We owe it to our children. And
we must act to be worthy of the gift our
ancestors have sacrificed so much for, to
ensure that the next century will dawn on a
new beginning of American greatness,
prosperity and freedom. Let us do it togeth-
er. Let us begin today. God bless the
UuigdStatesotAmﬁca. Thank you very
mu
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