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Wels). hopefuls head
to site of first vote

.’ JOHN KINO
The Assoclated Pross

i o KEENE, N.H. — Bob Dole has

here before and knows N.
‘Hampshire activists take th:r:
presidential pretty seri-

-ously, often demanding to meet -

candidates several times before
sides. Still, he’
lho;tcut in mind,

“I'm willing to meet each of ou
three times today,” the Son’;to
majori:y leader joked Saturday as

he ope! his cam in the
state that derailed his last White

House bid in 1988,
“I would just say on this first
dayorwhatlsgoinatobealong

journey, I'd appreciate your

help,” Dole told an overflow crowd
of more than 300 people at the
Keene library,

And so it began.

A year before the first votes are
cast, the Republicans who would
be pmsldent are busy raising
money. Several have already paid
multiple visits to the kickoff states
of ITowa and New Ham

But not until this weekend had
Dole, the GOP'’s front-runner, hit
the trail as a certain candidate. So
his arrival, and tonight's state
party dinner that is bringing more
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voter contact matters, where an
unknown like Jimmy Carter can
make a name for himself or where

a big name like Lyndon Johnso
or Dole can stagger. o

Mindful of 1988, when he never °

recovered from loulng New Hamp-

shire to George Bush, Dole served
notice Satun!ay he will not be out-

worked in this state. Dole was

scrambling to nine town hall’

meetings over three days, man-
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.'_Do

, percent he talued here in a prima-

n’qid; -"‘I'hi_n_ig-‘for"'_"'i-

veterans of hia “Buchanan’s .
Bi'.igude. looklng to prove the 37 S s
T hn Iob Del. ulln rn!d-nn of Kum, N.H.,

The Associated Press
that he planned to meet

" | 1y challenge to Bush three
' ago was no fluke, yoars
Indiana Sen Richard Lugar was

(-also ‘campaigning, h
| will !aunch him ags a g(?r?tignd‘:;ters

[ endDue to join them over the week-

Robert Doman a consenrative
firebrand from Califomia

Dole has tried to improve his
New Hampshire operation by
courting old Bush supporters —
the very folks whose hard work
derailed his 1988 candidacy.

Several candidates approached
Vicki Zachos, a 30-year veteran of
New Hampshire GOP politics and
former Republican National Com-
nﬂl;tee member.

ut she settled on Dole “because

' I think he has earned it. I can't

aged an impromptu diner stop (& e DOI.IAM age 11 b 0 imagine him not going all the way

favor as
Relleeens

Big crowds greet him in
hashadtroublelnmapast |

By JAKE THOMPSON
Washington Correspondent

LEBANON, N.H. — On a glorious,
shirt-sleeve-warm day Saturday, Sen.
Bob Dole ran into something equally
rare for him in New Hamsphire: big
crowds.

The Keene fire marshal turned
away from a town hall meeting at which
Dole kicked off his 1996 presidential
drive, Later, in Lebanon, about 300

people :plllad out of a hotel eqnference
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I have to do ﬂm thln; wmchde I

ls1‘a:e 10 be prelidem of thc United
tes.!”

----—Dole—?l looke&mmwenreluod
as he swooped around the state on a

three-day, campli;n-nyle tour of town
meetings and events,

Itis no mystery why.
- “Clearly,

HohDolehpiusmtothts"
muuthefnvoﬂwandtheﬁont~'

. chair-
Repubhun
mu-al on the

runner,” said
man of the New !
Party, who is.

. candidates. “He's a umonally known '
. f'lure and hen been up- thene a long
- time.”

But bom: e ﬁ'ont-mnner cnmes a

pemmpus 'reand-
lowa,whichhutheﬂmclumbefore
New Hampshire, will be stratospheric

forme&nmmmontyluderﬁ'om

Kansas.
He must lead m-eve:yw fund-
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| out.”

with them several ﬂmu before the primary no:! year.

on this campaign.”

'l'ha Associated Press

A town meeting Saturday in a Lebanon, N.H., hotel was a stop for Bob crowd. "And | say thal not because I'm driven, but | just think | have to
Dole's presidential campaign. "I just keep coming back," he told the do this thing — somehow.| have to be president of the United States.”

Continued from A-1

primary is a year away, and the
competition could be tough.

“It’s still a wide-open race,”
Duprey added.

_Tonight, the 1996 GOP presi-

dential starting gun unofficially
fires as 1,400 Republicans and
100 reporters fill a Manchester
banquet room for a dinner billed
“A Vision for America.”

Dole will lead off nine likely
and possible Republican candi-
dates with speeches to be carried
live nationwide on the cable tele-
vision network C-SPAN.

Although New Hampshire’ s
first-in-the-nation primary is 12
months away, party activists al-
ready are dividing into camps be-
hind candidates sure to run: Dole,
Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas and
former Tennessee Gov. Lamar Al-
exander.

Also testing the waters tonight
‘will be Sen. Richard Lugar of In-
diana, Sen. Arlen Specter of Penn-

sylvania, conservative commenta- -

tor Pat Buchanan, U.S. Rép. Rob-
ert Dornan of California, and

former Bush administration Sec-

retary of State James Baker.

Because most of next year’s pri-

maries are condensed into a fren-
zied seven weeks ending March 26
in California, New Hampshire is
considered the make-or-break
suue

a slingshot into the next contest,”
said Stuart Rothenberg of
Rothenberg Political Report. “If a
candidate does poorly.in lowa and

New Hampshire and Arizona,

then you have to start explaining
why, rather than settins a IIIW

Ashcwasndmstolhc'? ban

1 Sanmday, Dole acknowl-

Hampshire is going to have a head
of steam,” Dole said. “'If you win

-them, my view is you're not go:ng

to be defcated °
One factor that could lose New
Hampshire for Dole is something

_he can’t change. He would be the

oldest president inaugurated for a
first term.

“Dole is going to be 73 (in
1996). He’s had prostate cancer,”
said Michael Dupre, a sociologist
and pollster at St. Anselm’s Col-
lege in Manchester. “If there's any
question of his health, that could
be a big concern.”

Rather than play it seriously,
Dole had some fun with the age
issue Saturday.

“I've said to some people who
think I'm too young to run I'll put
Strom:Thurmond (age 92) on the
ticket,”” Dole said, amid laughter.
“That’d balance the ticket out.”

Yet Dole’s dash across New
Hampshire this weekend seems
designed to allay questions about
his vigor as well as his commit-

menttoamtethathaseauud-_

him great political hearta
In his longshot 15'0‘3;.e presi-

dential try, Dole wom 607 votes of

_nearly 150,000 cast in  New
Hampshire. Ronald Reas.nn ‘won
-.‘thatrace.

After a resoundms Towa caucus

win in 1988 Dole'’s campaign me- -

‘andered © in New Hampshire,

: '-Sharp and focused, George Bush
“The first primary or caucus ls '

y stunned Dole, win:

: 'mng 37 percent to 24 pemcnt of
of the thevote.
This time around, Dolc and hl;,

backen believe everything is dif-
ferent. Dole is widely viewed asa

__;,m‘:,“i‘.‘{v:"fém nanonu PO

Dole has some big-name back-
ers in New Hampshire, but he lost
former attorney general Tom
Rath to the Alexander camp.
Rath, who worked for Dole’s 1988
campaign, believes Alexander’s

campaign_more_closely dovetails

with the themes of the 1994 elec-
tions: a non-Washington message.

“Lamar’s message is to redo the
whole state and federal relation-
ship,” Rath said.-*If the message
that works is to simply realign the
deck chairs in Washington, we’ll
pick a Washington candidate. I
think we need to look very seri-
ously at a non-Washmgton candi-
date.”

By the same measure, Gramm,
Alexander and others may have
more freedom than does Dole,
tied to the Senate as majority
leader, to capitalize on how one
wins in New Hampshire. You
must hunt for support among its
finicky conservative, anti-tax,
pro-environment electorate, vote
by vote,

“New Hampshire is still smss-

" said Dupre at St. Anselm'’s
Collese “You'll hear people say,
‘Have you made up your mind yet
which candidate you'll supporl"‘

“"P’l’ope, ‘haven’t met ’em all

- Since the early 1980s, Dole has
cam ed for and donated 1o
many blican candidates in
%e state, down to the town sher-
iffs,
He promised Saturday, “We'll
be back a lot of times.”

Alexander spent weeks wander-
ing the state last year.

Gramm recently told a Ncw
Hampshire luncheon -it was his
75th event in the state since be be-
came chairman of the National

xt A f{g‘ﬂuhua home of Judy

, Gramm’s New, Hamp-

) - shire. grass-roots coordinator, the

= Dole draws New Hampshire crowds

with calls from people volunteer-
ing to help.

“I've heard comments that
Dole’s too old or he’s not as con-
servative as he used to be,” Jen-
kins said. *“From a Gramm point

_of view, while he’s not as well-

known as Dole, he’s going to give
him a run for the money.”

Gramm recently has portrayed
himself as more conservative than
Dole.

The Senate majority leader re-
sponded Saturday, noting that an
analysis of congressional votes
shows he comes out more con-
servative.

“It’s all about leadership,” Dole
said. *I’ve been a leader.”

Most of all, Dole’s campaign is
counting on the rest of the nation
sharing Ruth Griffin’s feeling:
*“It’s his time,” the New Hamp-
shire Republican committee-
woman said.

After Dole spoke in Lebanon,
Norman Porter said he’d vote for
Dole.

**He’s been in the forefront for a
long time,” said Porter, a man in
his 60s. **We need someone with
some age. Age is not a detriment.
It’s experience.”

And while Stephen Duprey, the
state GOP chairman, offered a fa-
vorable view of Dole’s standing
today, it is his wife’s opinion Dole
must worry about.

Susan Duprey, a lawyer and city
official in Concord, N.H., is open-
ly enthusiastic about Gramm..
énunm is funny, hard-nosed,
“immensely bright,”” and takes
definite positions without later
backtracks, she said.

“He can do that better than
Dole, who I view as more a com-
promiser,” she said. “And I think

~ I'mjust tired out of him.”

+Come next February, Dole
hopes most New Hampshire Re-

‘publicans think just the Oppoutc

uyins umead. “Third umes a

: h,__telaphonc rarely stops‘ nn;mg
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