White House reacts
to GOP concerns

By James Gerstenzang

Los Angeles Times/Washington Post Service
WASHINGTON — The White House scrambled
Wednesday to retain bipartisan support for a new world
trade agreement in the face of concerns raised by
newly powerful Republican leaders in the House and

Senate,

The Clinton administration embarked on what one
senior White House official described as “a very intense

strategy” for securing approval
after incoming Senate Majority
Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., ex-
pressed concern that the pact
would limit United States auton-
omy and House Speaker-in-wait-
ing Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., stated
that its approval was far from
certain,

Despite the concerns, the se-
nior White House official and
others in the administration ex-
pressed confidence that the
General Agreement on Tariffs
- and Trade will prevail when it
comes up in a special session of
Congress late this month.

Republican opposition to the
pact, occurring as conservative
elements of the party move into
positions of power in the new
Congress, would mark a striking
shift from the party’s position as

Dole
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World Trade
Organization

would be able to
overtumn U.S.

laws.
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the champion of free trade and abandonment of a
central element of the GOP approach to foreign policy

and economics.

Throughout much of the post-Depression era, Republi-
cans have been bedrock supporters of reducing trade
barriers. Their support was crucial to approval of the
North American Free Trade Agreement last year.

The administration’s campaign for the trade plan,
which the House is scheduled to vote on Nov. 29 and the
Senate two days later, has been thrown into a mael-
strom over the past 10 days as first Dole and then Sen.
Jesse Helms, R-N.C., expressed reservations.

To pressure those who are not yet committed to the
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unfairly blocking other nations’ ex-
ports to the United States. The new
trade accord would create the
World Trade Organization.

Dole said Wednesday that the
vote should be delayed if those con-
cerns cannot be addressed. “If we
can't fix it, we shouldn't do it this
year,” he said.

Gingrich, R-Ga., urgeg the admin-
istration to accommodate Dole’s
concerns, or face the prospect that
the agreement could go down to
defeat.

Recognizing the looming problem,
President Clinton — in Indonesia
wrapping up the economic summit
conference of Asian and Pacific na-
tions — said people “want to be
assured that we're not giving up the
ability to run our own affairs.”

Administration officials said a de-
lay might well kill the agreement
because the 120 other nations in-
volved would lose confidence in the

| United States' commitment to free

trade. Those nations then could

| make new demands that could unra-

vel compromises worked out during

| seven years of international negotia-

tions.

In Washington, U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Mickey Kantor began what
were expected to be several days of
negotiations with Dole. White House
officials said Kantor hoped to work
out an agreement under which the
Congress would be able to vote, at

some point in the future, on whether-

the World Trade Organization is

Vice President Al Gore urged Congress to vote on GATT this year. Looking on as he speaks
Wednesday in Washington are, from second from left, Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., Trade
Presentative Mickey Kantor and Laura Tyson, head of the Council of Economic Advisers.

working to the United States’ satis-
faction.

By including such a provision, or
one establishing a commission to re-
view the trade authority’s operation,
Dole could tell critics that if the
pact works against U.S. interests,
Congress could force the govern-
ment to withdraw.

Helms has held out the possibility
that in his new position as chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, he would be inclined to
give the administration’s foreign
policy initiatives a friendlier recep-
tion if a vote on the agreement was
delayed until next year — a pros-

pect administration officials viewed
as unlikely.

Because the agreement would cut
tariffs — the taxes charged on im-
ports — by roughly $740 billion
around the world, it is being de-
scribed by its supporters as the big-
gest tax cut in history.

The average 40 percent reduction
in tariffs would prompt a surge in
U.S. economic activity that would
pump anywhere from $65 billion to
$200 billion into the U.S. economy
by the middle of the next decade,
proponents argue. But some indus-
tries would lose the protection they
depend on to fight competition from
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low-cost imports.

One of the most difficult obstacles
facing the administration deals not
with the substance of the trade plan
but with the need to waive a regula-
tion requiring that any loss in reve-
nue be made up by cutting spending
or increasing taxes. Under budget
deficit reduction regulations, 60
votes are needed for the waiver.

Because the trade pact would cut
tax revenue, and sufficient spending
cuts or tax increases have not been
designated, Helms and others have
argued that it would add $31 billion
to the federal budget deficit.
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GOP vows
caution
on social
reforms

By John King
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Mindful of
the damage President Clinton
suffered in the gays-in-the-
military debate, Republican lead-
ers are determined not to wander
far from their -
budget and
government
reform agenda
into fights over
abortion and
other divisive
social issues.

Their caution
reflects a de-
sire to solidify

iy t"he GOP's Dole

newfound’ support among white
women, to avoid overreaching the
mandate of their midterm gains,
and to deny Democrats an early
opening to re-energize their de-
spondent base.

Much of this approach stems
from the GOP's analysis of Clin-
ton's early efforts to allow homo-
sexuals to serve openly in the
military. The effort sent Clinton's
support among white men, and
across the South, into a tailspin
from which the president has yet
to recover.

And it invigorated conservative
groups, particularly the Christian
Coalition and other religious con-
servative groups, and these or-
ganizations were significant
players in the Republican mid-
term sweep.

Now, if Republicans rush for-
ward with a controversial social
agenda, “it-could excite our forces
and help us organize for the next
elections,” said Ann Lewis, a
veteran Democratic strategist
and a senior official at Planned
Parenthood.

So far, Rep. Newt Gingrich,
who will become House speaker
in January, has kept his focus
mostly on economic and reform
issues. Gingrich has offered
vague criticisms of liberal housing
and education programs but with
the exception of school prayer
and welfare reform, two popular

See GOP, Page 3

trade pact, Vice President Al Gore said Wednesday that
“the Congress will decide whether the United States will
continue to lead the world on global economic issues or
not. ... It is a critical vote for U.S. leadership in the
world, and it is a critical vote for the health of the U.S.
economy.”

Dole, whose support is considered crucial for lining
up the needed Republican votes, is concerned that the
new World Trade Organization would have the authority
to overturn U.S. laws or regulations that it found were

See GATT, Page 8A

but it comes
with a price

By David E. Sanger

New York Times News Service

WASHINGTON — The phone is
ringing endlessly at Sen. Bob Dole’s
offices .in Kansas and on Capitol
Hill, but not

% behalf of Kansan

By The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Senate Re-

" publican Leader Bob Dole said Fri-
" day he has personally lohbied the

White House on behalf of Democ-
ratic Rep. Dan Glickman for the
soon-to-be vacant job of agricul-
ture secrefary.

Dole also remained undecided on
a new 123-nation General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade pact, say-
ing his support hinges on whether
Congress can pull the United States
out of the deal if a world commission
makes adverse decisions.

“I'm a strong trade person. I
want to support GATT,” Dole said.
“If they don’t satisfy some of these
serioys problems, I'm not going to
"B GA’Ir':portu'l he talked to
dent Clinton’s chief of staff,

Dl. Glickman

talk with Clinton.
“We think we've got an opportu-

nity to help people of our state re- |
gardless of party,” Dole said. “I |

stropgly recommended Dan Glick-
man for secretary of agriculture.
He knows agriculture,”

Glickman, defeated for a 10th
term for Kansas' 4th District by
Republican Todd Tiahrt, now
chairs the House Intelligence Com-
mittee and is a senior member of
the Agriculture Committee.

Dole, who will become Senate.

majority leader when the new GOP-
dominated Congress convenes in
January, said Glickman has made

GOP
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ideas, has spoken sparingly about
social issues.

"We cannot replace the social
engineering by the left with a
social engineering of the right,”
Gingrich said Tuesday night.

The House GOP agenda does
include social policies certain to
prove controversial. But in pick-
ing these battles, Gingrich and his
allies were careful to put reform
items first and then choose social
issues that enjoy substantial if
not overwhelming support in
public opinion polls — though
vehemently opposed by liberals.

Gingrich, for example, wants
the House to vote by early July

on a constitutional amendment

allowing organized school prayer.
Liberal groups oppose the
amendment but President Clinton

said Tuesday he is open to the
idea, suggesting there will be no
unified Democratic opposition.

Another provision in the House
GOP's 100-day blueprint that is
opposed by some liberal groups
would allow parents to exclude
schoolchildren from federal sur-
veys they find objectionable be-
cause of questions about sexual
behavior.

As for abortion, Republicans
expect some conservatives to
push for restoration of the "gag
rule” prohibiting clinics that re-
ceive federal funding from advis-
ing pregnant women about abor-
tion.

But Gingrich's leadership team,
according to aides, has made it
clear in meetings that it does not
favor such moves, at least in the
short term.

“It's a sensitive subject in our
caucus,” said one leadership aide,
speaking on condition of an-
onymity. “We won't know for

sure until everyone is back in
Washington but we thizk people
understand the need to proceed
carefully here."”

There likely will be a debate on
a miniature version of the gag-
rule when welfare reform comes
up. The leading House GOP
measure prohibits federal welfare
block-grant money from being
used for abortion counseling. But
moderate Republicans who sup-
port abortion rights have sug-
gested they will try to delete that
prohibition, and their effort has
not been discouraged by Gingrich.
. Still, Democrats believe Ging-
rich ultimately will find big social-
policy fights irresistible, or be
unable to prevent more socially
conservative members from

" provoking them. And conserva-

tive groups that backed Republi-
can candidates may demand ac-
tions if the result could hurt the
GOP with moderate con-
stituencies. 2

anefta, for fellow Kansan
; and would be happy to— the “short list" of candidates. — |

AA THE WICHTA EAGLE Friday, November 18, 1994

DOLE

From Page 1A )
anyone who has actually read it.
“I wouldn't want to be Bob Dole,”
said Jerry Junkins, the chief execu-
tive of Texas Instruments, who is
the head of a business lobbying
group, the Alliance for GATT Now,
that is trying to push the wavering

markets.

But GATT is overwhelmingly sup-
ported by Dole’s core constituencies,
the people who are likely to finance
any presidential bid. More than 250
agricultural groups have backed it,
convinced that European and Japa-
nese farmers will be hurt far more
by the tariff reductions than they
will. The aircraft industry, led by
Boeing, has been the most vocifer-
ous in favor of the agreement, be-
cause it limits foreign governments
from their own aircraft
industries.

Dole is left to conduct an elabo-
rate dance, not wanting to be
blamed for the doom of a 123-nation

ment if the new group of interna-
tional arbiters repeatedly rules
against American environmental or
labor laws, or other regulations for

just with con-
gratulations
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