roud’ of Oliver North

“could help the GOP take control of the Senate and make him
the majority leader, Dole said. ]
~The tour came one day after North's former Reagan admin-
istration supervisor, Robert C. McFarlane, attacked the candi-
date on CBS' “60 Minutes.”

McFarlane, who served as Reagan's national security

This document:is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas:
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Bob Dole’s late-night maneuvering
frees crop insurance from politics

By CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press Writer
.. WASHINGTON. — One senator with an anti-
-homosexual agenda almost cost thousands of far-
mers their crop insurance, which would have played
havoc with fall planting.

It took last-minute, late-night maneuvering from
Senate Republican Leader Bob Dole to free legisla-
tion that had been blocked by Sen. Jesse Helms for
weeks. As‘a result, farmers aren’t being derlied their
‘crop insurance.

But it wasn't easy. '

Helms, R-N.C., put what’s called a “hold” on the
crop insurance bill because he objected to a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture job action taken against an
employee who spoke out against homosexuality.

“This is where Senator Helms and other get their
power, the power to bring government to a screech-
ing halt,” said Rep. Dan Glickman, D-Kan. “This is
one of the reasons people think the system doesn’t
work very well.”

Helms has taken up the cause of Karl C. Mertz, a
USDA manager based in Georgia who was reas-
signed after making this statement March 4 to a
television reporter:

“We need to be moving toward Camelot, not So-
dom and Gomorrah, and I'm afraid that’s where our
leadership is taking us.”

Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy said Mertz, se-
nior manager of a 10-state regional office, was reas-
signed and had some perks taken away because the
comments indicated he couldn’t carry out the
agency’s civil rights policy.

In protest, Helms decided to use his Senate pow-
ers to unilaterally block the crop insurance reform
bill from passing. While the legislation languished,
companies that insure crops got nervous.

According to the Federal Crop Insurance Corp.,
commercial insurers made it known that if the Se-
nate didn’t move on the bill, it might not renew poli-
cies with a Sept. 30 expiration date.

There are 105,273 such policies nationwide. Kan-
sas, one of the main winter wheat states, had by far
the most at more than 38,000, according to the
agency’s figures.

Without crop insurance, farmers would have to
depend solely on the government if disaster wiped
them out. In addition, many banks won’t make oper-
ating loans unless the crops are insured.

The crop insurance reform bill would, among
other things, make it mandatory for farmers to buy
catastrophic insurance at a cost of at least $50 per

erop in order to participate in federal farm programs

or get government farm loans. 44

or weeks, Helms kept the legislation from moy-
ing. By the end of August, insurance companies were
preparing notices to thousands of farmers that their
policies wouldn't be renewed.

The week of Aug, 22, the Senate was mired in de- -

bate over the crime bill. Behind the scenes, Dole and
Glickman were working to obtain a release on the
crop insurance bill from Helms. They sought help
from House Speaker Tom Foley, D-Wash., whose
state had nearly 3,000 wheat insurance policies in
jeopardy. !

Glickman wrote a strongly worded letter to “im-
plore” Helms to release his hold. And Dole, on the
night of the crucial crime bill vote Aug. 25, began
negotiating with the North Carolina senator on the
Senate floor.

But it wasn’t until 10:30 p.m., after the crime bill
‘had passed, that a deal was struck: Helms would get

to introduce his amendment and the Senate would

approve crop insurance reform. .

Dole had planned to deliver a stinging floor
speech if 'a deal wasn’t struck, but he decided in-
stead to insert the written comments into the Con-
gressional Record.

Those comments put blame for the delay on Espy,
not Dole’s GOP colleague Helms. _

The last-minute maneuvering, Dole said, “would
not be necessary if the Secretary of Agriculture had
not refused to work with Senator Helms in resolving
a personnel problem at USDA. It is truly unfortu-
nate that America’s farmers are being held hostage
by the Secretary of Agriculture.”

Sen.. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., added Helms’
amendment to the crop insurance bill. It says no
USDA employee can be reassigned without a hear-
ing for comments made during personal time about
any agency policy, including “proposed policies re-
garding homosexuals.”

Finally, late into the night, the bill passed on a
voice vote and was sent to a House-Senate confer-
ence committee. Crop insurance companies didn’t
move to cancel anyone. :

Dole said the Helms amendment likely will be ta-
ken out in the conference committee, which could
place crop insurance reform in new jeopardy. Dole
has been talking with Espy about how to resolve the
issue.

“My recommendation would be to take this guy
(Mertz) back while he is being-ifivestigated,” Dole
said. “I think that would satisfy Senator Helms.,”

A large Republican turnout for North in the Nov. 8 election

adviser, told interviewer Mike Wallace that North was “a per-
former (who) dishonored his family name, betrayed his
friends” and “lies to me, to the Congress, to the president.”

In response, North bought advertising time during
Sunday’s program, portraying himself as a soldier who had

served his country honorably.
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Mitchell rejects Dole’s health

WASHINGTON — Senate Majority Leader George
Mitchell says he still hopes a good health care reform
bill can be when returns to work
today, but he discounted an idea from his Republican
counterpart for a leadership summit on the issue.

Sen. Minority Leader Bob Dole has suggested that
leaders of the two parties negotiate a very limited
package including measures barring insurance compa-
nies from refusing coverage
conditions or seeking to switch jobs. The leaders would
each have power to veto any part of the package they

Dole, appearing on CBS’ “Face the Nation,” sald that

there are about 20 areas of agreement on health care
reform but that each leader “would have to have a
veto” in working out the package,

Mitchell, speaking after Dole on CBS, said he was

willing to talk to Dole, who has led the opposition that
has frustrated the sweeping health care reform envi-
sioned by the Clinton administration.
~“But I don't like the idea of saying that four or five
people have an absolute veto power over anything that
passes in Congress,” the Maine Democrat said. “That
gives individual members of Congress even greater
power than the president has. It's akin really to monar-
chy.”
Many lawmakers on' both sides of the aisle say it is
futile to take up health care now, with only weeks
before Congress recesses for November elec-
tions and a full slate of other major bills to consider.
Dole said ke was willing to keep trying, but given a
proposal that Congress recess for the year on Oct. 7, he
said, “I don't see how we can do much in health care.”
Dole said Republicans “are not perceivéd as a nega-
tive force” in the health care debate because most

summit plan

Americans don't want new legislation now. A News- |
week poll released Sunday found that two-thirds of

Americans think Congress should wait until next year |
before passing health care reform. ,

But 18 percent of the 752 adults polled last week |
blamed Republicans for the failure to pass a bill this
year, compared with 21 percent who blamed the insur-
ance industry, 13 percent the medical industry and 9 i
percent the president. i

Mitchell also said he was “deeply disappointed” that |
Dole had come out against Senate action this year on a |
world trade agreement under the auspices of the Gen- |
eral Agreement on Trade and Tariffs. :

The GATT agreement reached earlier this year on |
reducing trade barriers worldwide would “strongly en- |
hance America’s economic future,” Mitchell said, add- |
ing, “I'm going to try very hard to get it passed.” |

_-].'I:ha' salina Journal = ¢
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GOP tries
to slash
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Kansas lawmakers oppose Haiti invasion

Dole does his duty

Associated Press

for North and party

By Richard L. Berke
New York Times News Service

NORFOLK, Va. — As he cam-

paigned all over Virginia on Monday
alongside Oliver North, Sen. Bob

Dole looked like a bridegroom stuck:

in a marriage of convenience; he
went through all the motions, but his
heart did not seem in it
Dole, the Sen-

ate  Republican

leader, cooperat-

ed when a volun-

teer affixed an

“Ollie!” sticker to

his lapel. He

clasped hands

with North as they

raised their arms

in. a traditional

victory pose. And
_he_implored vot-

ers to support

North, the Repub-- gi

lican' nominee

Virginia for US,

-Senate, a man he once called “a
loose cannon” who had “over-

paigns, and he did not say what
qualities North would bring to the
Senate,

Instead, he cited two reasons for
people to vote for North: it would
help the Republicans win back their
majority in the Senate — and make
Dole the majority leader. And North
would provide a reliable Republican

—— vote on major is-
sues,

North, mean-
while, sought to
make the most of
the opportunity, to
the point of call-
ing the senator
from Kansas a fel-
low war hero,

“Now some
folks have asked,
“‘What-do-you-all
have in com-
mon?' "
said. “This is a |
real war hero.” |

Congressional delegation
questions need for action

By CURT ANDERSON

The Associated Press
. IThe Kansas congressional delegation was
|united Thursday in opposing a military in-
vasion of Haiti, with some lawmakers pre-
dicting a long, messy U.S. involvement in
the impoverished Caribbean nation.

The delegation’s Republicans and Democ-
rats also were unanimous in supporting a
congressional vote authorizing President
Clinton to use military force.

“While I have full confidence in the abili-
ty of our armed forces to handle such an in-
vasion, I believe the deeper and more diffi-
cult problem would come in dealing with
the aftermath,” said Republican Sen. Nancy
Kassebaum. i

“We must not allow ourselves to become
mired in Haiti's internal affairs,” said
Kassebaum, a member of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee. “This is what
| happened when the Marines landed in 1913

However grudging, Dole's appear-

ance also demonstrates how high From Page IA

in power.”

“The American people don't want to risk
a single American life to put Aristide back

= Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan.

and left in 1934.”

Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole and
other top Republicans sent a letter Wednes-
day to Clinton, saying there were no com-
pelling American interests or lives at stake
in Haiti and calling for a vote in Congress
on military action.

“Such authorization would greatly
strengthen your policy and greatly increase
the likelihood of achieving American policy
goals,” the letter said.

But Dole, campaigning Wednesday for
Republicans in Tennessee, said his office
has received virtually no telephone calls in
favor of a Haiti invasion. } :

“The American people don’t want to. risk
a single American life to put (ousted Presi-

dent Jean Bertrand) Aris-
tide back in power,” he said.

Republican Rep. Pat Roberts said 79 per-
cent of 400 Kansans he questioned on Haiti
at the State Fair in Hutchinson opposed use
of military force. Only 10 percent were in
favor, with 11 percent undecided. -

“The American people and the U.S. Con-
gress are opposed to his planned invasion of
Haiti,” Roberts said. “They simply do not
believe that the United States' national se-
curity is at risk.”

GOP Rep. Jan Meyers said President
Clinton has not made a compelling case to
justify military force. .

“At this time we don’t know the potential
cost, both in human lives and in dollars, and

ment.

we don’t know how we might extricate our-
selves once American troops go ashore,”
she said. :

Democrats Jim Slattery and Dan Glick-
man also questioned the need for an inva-
sion.

Slattery, a Democratic candidate for gov-

. ernor of Kansas, flatly said this week the |

United States should not try to solve “the in-
ternal political struggles of other nations
when vital national interests are not at
stake.” 8

Glickman, chairman of the House Intelli- |
gence Committee, urged Clinton in a recent |
letter to seek authorization from Congress
for an invasion. But he questioned whether
the situation there warrants such a drastic |
move. ; . '

“I am aware of the complexity of thei
Haitian situation, but I am not aware of any |
information by which: that situation could
legitimately be characterized as an emer-
gency,” Glickman wrote. “As a result, I

could not support the use of United States | °

forces without an authorization by Con-
gress.” |

Bill aims to do what
amendments failed

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans
sought to put a damper on Presi-
dent Clinton’s signing of the crime
bill Tuesday by introducing legis-
lation to slash $5 billion in social
programs and enact tougher
c¢riminal penalties.
. Senate Minority Leader. Bob
Dole of Kansas
said the $30 bil-
lion measure
signed by Clinton
was an “awful
crime bill” that
many Americans
understood ‘to
contain billions
in wasteful pork-
barrel spending.
: “Most Ameri-
cans understand we didn’t just
buy a little pork, we bought the
whole hog when this bill passed,”
Dole said.
The bill introduced by Dole is
identical to the 10 amendments on
which Republican senators tried
to get votes when the crime bill
was debated last month. They lost
when six Republicans, including
Sen. Nancy Kassebaum of

“Kansas, sided with Democrats in

orth ',m
* DOLE - |

On Monday, as Dole posed for the

cameras, he avoided discussi

ng- his

f@;‘;r of the measure. _

: The GOP spending cufs would
eliminate federal support for sev-
eral crime prevention programs,
including anti-gang efforts, mid-
night basketball, grants to cities
and towns .for drug treatment,

stepped his bounds” in the Iran-Con-
tra affair.

What was striking on Monday,
however, was what Dole did not say
at the four stops around the state;
the senator did not offer particular
praise for North, as he does with

— |day of political pragmatism. North

most candidates for whom he cam-

Kansas congr

By Curt Anderson

Associated Press Writer

See DOLE, Page SA has struggled to wrest endorsements

% frofn leading Republicans, and Dole
provided him a needed show of le-

»-

the state with North until 5

As was obvious in the words spok-
en, and not spoken, the benefits for
Dole are more complicated. Even
after North won the state Republi-

the letter said.

~ Republican Rep. Pat Roberts said

Hutchinson News -

past criticism. And North’s aides did
their best at every appearance to
shield the two men. from reporters’
questions. At the last stop in Rich-
mond; a reporter asked Dole about
the “loose cannon” quote.

“We all say things from time to
time,” he replied. “He's going to be
a U.S."seuator. That's the important
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this week the United States should
not try to solve “the internal polit-

essmen oppose invasion of Haiti

Intelligence Committee, urged
Clinton in a recent letter to seek

ical struggles of other nations when

authorization from Congress for an

jobs programs and education.

It would also focus corrections
spending on “brick and mortar”
prisons instead of alternative pro-
grams, beef up truth-in-sentenc-
ing provisions and toughen sen-
tences for crimes with guns, sell-
ing drugs to minors and other of-
fenses. The measure also makes
it easier to deport criminal aliens.

The bill makes no mention of
the crime bill’s ban on 19 assault-
style weapons and copycat mod-
els, and does not change funding
for thousands of new police offi-
cers across-the ¢ ;

The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee has estimated the crime bill
could be worth up to $236 million
to Kansas over the next six years,
including money to help cities and
towns hire about 1,200 police offi-
cers.

‘But GOP lawmakers cast doubt
on Clinton's ¢laim that 100,000 po-

WASHINGTON — The Kansas
congressional delegation was
united Thursday in opposing a mil-
itary invasion of Haiti, with some
lawmakers predicting a long, messy

U.S. involvement in the impover-

ished Caribbean nation. .~
The delegation's Republicans and

Democrats also were unanimous in

su ‘a-con, ional vote
.um ‘President Clinton to
use military force.

“While I have full confidence in
the ability of our armed forces to

handle such an invasion, I believe -

the deeper and more difficult prob-
lem would come in dealing with the

Nancy Kassebaum.

aftermath,” said Republican Sen.

Kassebaum " Dole

“We must not allow ourselves to
become mired ‘in Haiti's internal
affairs,” said Kassebaum, a member
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, “This is what happened

when the Marines landed in 1913

and leftin 1934." !
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in Haiti and calling for a vote in
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79 percent of 400 Kansans he ques-

tioned on Haiti at the State Fair in

Hutchinson opposed use of military

force. . :

~ GOP Rep. Jan Meyers said Pres-

ident Clinton has not made a com-
elling case to justify military

. me. TN i ~
- “At this time we don't know the
- potential cost, both in human lives

and in dollars, and we don't know
it extricate ourselves
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out vital national interests are not

at stake.” .
Glickman, chairman of the House
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invasion.

rants such a drastic move.

But he questioned
whether the situation there war-

lice officers would be hired na-
tionwide over the next few years,
saying local governments would
only be able to afford to find
matching money for about 20,000.

“The American . aren’t
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