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. . Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan
. ...aleader in the budget battle

By SUZANNE GARMENT
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — The official pronouncers de-
" creed that President Clinton finally had a Good
Week, capped by the passage of his budget in the
Senate. But more interesting than this cheery news
about the president is the fact that much of the
news these days is not about the president at all.
For the moment, attention has shifted away from
‘the White House. This change in focus is not only a
relief to news consumers everywhere but probably a
""favor to Clinton himself.

The pronouncers are not wrong when they say
the president is looking much less green around the
gills, His Supreme Court nominee, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, is getting sensational press. Versions of
the president’s national service and campaign re-
form plans are moving through Congress. In the
Senate Finance Committee, Chairman Daniel P.
Moynihan, a new York Democrat, actually man-
aged to get the unanimous Democratic vote he
' 'needed to pass the Clinton budget.

In fact Moynihan, not Clinton, has been the lead-
ing Democrat in the budget drama. Analysts seem
surprised that such a “quirky,” “fey” professorial
figure could succeed so well at holding the Demo-
crats in line. But Moynihan was in training a long
time for the job.

When Moynihan taught at Harvard, some faculty
members thought his politicil background made
him a less-than-genuine professor. When he was
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, State De-
partment diplomats insisted he would never be a
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real, honest-to-God ambassador. He proved them
all wrong. When he ran for the Senate, the politicos
said he would never last as a real candidate. But he
and his wife, Liz, dragged themselves through a
campaign that, in its early phases, was a living
nightmare.

Then they said Moynihan would never be a real,
honest-to-God senator. Four elections later, they
just knew he could.not make tough deals like a true
finance committee chairman. But of course he
could: He had years of practice in learning to do
whatever a new job in government required.

When the budget moved onto the Senate floor,
the most compelling figure in the contest became
Republican Minority Leader Bob Dole of Kansas.
If Moynihan earned his stripes by slogging through
one government rice paddy after another, Dole got
his in a tougher arena. He is, by common agree-
ment, one of the senators you would least like to
have on the opposite side in a political battle.

That fear stems not just from Dole’s aggressive-
ness as an adversary but from knowledge of where
that aggression comes from. It is impossible to look
at him, with his stiff arm crooked close against his
chest, without remembering how massively his
body was shattered during World War Il and how
awe-inspiring, almost unimaginable, was the physi-
cal and mental effort by which he made himself a
functioning human being again. This is a man who
fears nothing that a mere political opponent can
dish out. He has, in a different sense from Moyni-
han’s, run the gamut of experience and emerged a
large man.

Dole and Moynihan are years older than the new
president, and those particular years divide the gen-
erations in U.S. politics. The two senators were
adults when President Kennedy was killed, while
Clinton was a boy who had, not long before, shaken
Kennedy’s hand in the Rose Garden. Clinton’s life

... got his stripes in a tougher arena

looks simple when compared with the complexity
of Dole’s or Moynihan’s career anid temperament.

The two men and their fellow senators have given
us a good budget fight. The White House has been
reduced to playing a supporting role, hoping only to
get some budget — any budget — through the Sen-
ate so that it can try to exercise more influence in
the conference between Senate and House. The de-
bate has been a highly public, extremely partisan
one; the Democratic version of the budget was
bound to pass, but both sides know they are strug-
gling in the broader arena of U.S. public opinion
over the larger question of which party is more fit
to govern.

Dole, for his part, has tackled the issue as he
might have been expected to do. He championed
deficit reduction before Clinton was politically sen-
tient and retained a stubborn concern for deficit
reduction even in the heyday of the devil-may-care
GOP supply-siders. Dole is barred by current Re-
publican strategy from acquiescing in either
Clinton’s tax increases or a massive raid on the
Pentagon. The only solution is broad spending cuts
— which the Republican budget plan did propose.

Moynihan’s performance was more complicated.
He is no enthusiast for taxes and he knows better
than most the perils of entrusting large spending
decisions to government. But he also knows how
uncertain the effects of any government action are
— whether it is a new tax or a new social program.

Far more certain is the disaster that would befall
the Democrats if they were to be seen as incapable
of taking at least apparent control of the country’s
affairs. Moynihan is intermittently faithful to lib-
eral policies, but he remains loyal to the old liberal
idea of a national government that actually gov-
erns. It was for this principle, not for any particular
tax philosophy, that his finance committee per-
formance was a victory.

This Republican-Democratic battle has been far
different from the controversies that characterized
the news coming out of the administration in the”
past months. From the White House, the news was
internal — who’s up, who’s down, who made what
decision, what’s the current state of play. It was
news of court politics. It was based on gossip and
was almost sure to veer off periodically, as it did,’
into trivialization and sensationalism. .

By contrast, we are now getting an earful about’
spending caps versus targeted cuts and freezes; the
rhetoric of taxing the Ms the argument for
maximizing investment, and the debate over what
the country is going to need in the next years in the
way of defense. '

This is not scintillating stuff. But after the stream
of scandal that has poured out of the White House,
a good glass of water is a nice change.

Since Clinton took office and began to falter,

there has been a lot of talk about how important His

success is to the country and what a calamity it
would be were he to fail. David R. Gergen, an ad-
viser to Ronald Reagan and a speechwriter for Ri-
chard Nixon, was persuaded to join Democrat
Clinton’s staff because, as Gergen said, it was so
important to the nation that there not be another,
“failed presidency.”

This is a responsible statement, But maybe it
does not matter whether we have a failed presi-
dency; perhaps what matters is whether we have a

failed government. For government to succeed, it is '

not necessary that the president be its policy com-

mand center and sole locus of personal power. THis

country has other resources among its elected fed-
eral officials. It may be that Clinton’s best chance

for success lies in recognizing this, making the most
" of it and giving up on the vision of a personalistic
presidency dominating the American political urii- |
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'Dole blasts Perot,
urges supporters

to back the GOP

Boeing and the National Rifle Asso-
ciation.
After the money flows to Cam-
By Tom Webb
Eagle Washington bureau

paign-America, Dole redirects it to
* Republicans he supports. Campaign
laws limit the size of each contribu-
WASHINGTON — Kansas Republicans, ﬂon.amsolDondle’s o o T
who have enjoyed huge sums of campaign 34 Kansas
money funneled into state races courtesy of S ity thaw zg]{ansas e
Sen. Bob Dole, may soon find that the spigot i e v
has been shut off.
A campaign-reform bill passed by the
US. Senate would prohibit most political

campaigns, and if Sen. Dole can offset $hat
somewhat, so much the better.” :
Dole’s Campaign America PAC essentifilly
acts as a middleman, taking money ffom
wealthy individuals and conservative PACs

“It was devastating
to us” said Robert
Swanson, executive di-
rector of the Kansas
Democratic Party.
“The amount of money
that Bob Dole funneled

director of the Kansas Republican Party.
But if the Dole money stops, “we're not
going to close our doors,” Brown said.

Although Dole voted against the Senate’s
cam| reform bill, he does sup-
port a ban on all PAC contributions — and
that would include his own, said spokesman
Walt Riker,

But until such a law is passed, Dole’s

around the country and dispensing it! to | candidates recei dona
Republicans in Kansas and elsewherey In - jeast $1.000, Maﬁﬁm‘tggm

‘action committees run by congressional

leaders. And that would shut down Dole's

lsgglted efforts to ald Kansas Republicans is

expenses and contributions. “
Dole is hardly alone in doing this. 8en.

| Three Kansas Republican groups

By The Associated Press
CHICAGO — Senate Republican

the 1991-92 election cycle, Dole’s PAC fook | Republicans took in $500 from
“own PAC, Campaign America.

has nothing to do with Dole “He’s the No. 1 Republican in Kansas, Edward Kennedy, D-Mass, Sen. Sotlected mapieoe;mreegmem leader Bob Dole labeled Ross Perot a

in $1.4 million and spent $1.8 milliogion pole's political action committee
In the 1992 election, Dole’s PAC reported

$140,750 in direct contributions to Kansas
Republican groups and individual Republi-
cans running for the state legislature.

" THE WICHITA EAGLE Thursday, July 8, 1993 |

Kansas.” bl
From the Republican perspective, “He's

been very generous to us, there's no doubt

about that” said Steve Brown, executive

and he takes that responsibility very seri-
ously,” Riker said. “The Democrats have
big advantages when it comes to labor PACs
and Tabor contributions that pour into their

Helms, R-N.C,, and House Speaker To
ley, D-Wash,, are among the high-p

|_took in at least $1,000.

S .

o-
e{ “Those sums can matter a great

deal in small Kansas House and
Kansas Senate districts, where a
typical House race costs less than

$10,000,

! - :'-..'ot_.‘ mmm Kansas Demo-

| crats s that n

money that would be giv-
*en'to Kanses candidate,except
someone mv”e.lt because Bob Dole

asked

Swanson said. “And

d them,” Sw
he’s funneling it legally through his

account to help

“candidates in Kan-

mswhgwomd . not normally get the

Highest of Washington profiles:
‘sit down and shut up’ Dole shirt

By Tom Webb

- Eagle Washington bureau

ASHINGTON — Here's
the latest fashion state-

by a small Washington com|
called Infrastructure USA. mr
Phil Corrigan said he printed the
shirt after growing we

ties than President Clinton with
his tax agenda.” :

; more business opportuni-

Despite the

_ rly
in Washington, have peddled T-
mmmmnaﬂfem :

dent — whether that's Bill Clinton,

George Bush or Ronald Reagan.
Even Ri liberal shop -
Clinton

stocks a.T-shirt f

P!amsmemophmgandthesio-_ |

.~ gan, “Taxaphone.”

gnt:nmmmaﬁed of huge out-of-
M v lmlon m. ﬂlld
they’remore than happy to use it.”

“walking soundbite” Friday, yet
beseeched the Texan’s supporters to
join the GOP fold and vent their fury
g: lff’gx:srm by expelling Democrats

While taking time in a speech and

~later -news-conference to poke at

Perot, Dole told the Republican Na-
tional Committee the GOP’s future
depended heavily on winning back
the Republicans who deserted the
party to support the Dallas bil-
lionaire.

Dole also renewed his sharp, fa-
miliar criticism of President Clin-
ton’s economic plan as tax-heavy and
told the GOP leaders the party could
block Clinton’s agenda if it picks up

seven Senate seats next year to reg-'

ain the majority. :

‘“We'll turn off the lights. We'll set

. the agenda,” Dole said. “We'll cut

the Clinton term in half if we have 51
votes.”

Dole’s tweaks at Perot included a

' prediction that 1992’s surprising in-

dependent candidate would fare
poorly if he ran in 1996 as a Re-
publican — a race likely to include
Dole himself, :

“I don’t think in the Republican
fﬂa;.tyhewmﬂdwmpdmaﬂu,"mle

Citing a new poll by a Democratic
group showing that the majority of
Perot's support came from Re-
publican ranks and that anger at
Congress was the single-biggest fac-
tor in their , Dole offered
this entreaty to Perot’s army:
“Keep In mind one thing: the
Dmuthhluemhnnedfwthsm:-
gress almost completely for the
mmmummﬁg
to govern ... and if we don’t change

things in four to eight years, then

The Associated Press

Bob Dole said Republicans share
much of Ross Perot's agenda.

D:;e fsaicl Republicans shared
much of the Perot agenda: support
for deficit reduction, 2une-ltem veto
and a balanced-budget amendment.
But in citing areas where Republic-
ans and Perot supporters have
common ground, Dole still said it'
would “be very difficult” for the
GOP to win the defectors back. And
he couldn’t resist aiming a few barbs
at Perot himself,

“I know he likes what he is doing
and he's pretty good at it,” Dole said
of Perot, who has since winning 19
percent in the presidential race has
pledged to turn his organization into
a powerful national political force.
"H@l&:“]hﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂmdb‘te."

At his meeting with reporters, Dole
said Perot had it easy — using his
high media profile to offer folksy
mm o:n the nation’s problems

being in an elected
" : position to
aa;g want to hear the solutions,” Dole
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