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Score one for Dole in power play

Senator stlﬂes Chnton stlmulus plan for now, but the game isn’t over

By Tom Webb
Eagla Washinston bureau

http://dolearchives.ku.edu

WASHINGTON' — Sen. Bob Dolestood
before theTVcamermF‘r!dayweaﬂnga
smile — a new accessory since January —
and the satisfied look of a coach whose

team just staged a late rally.

This week he led the Senate's outnum-
bered Republicans in derailing President

Clinton’s economic stimulus package,

more b
a lesson in
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‘E’ for Clinton’s effort

Dole grades the

saying president’s pace too fast

By Ray Hemman
The Hutchinson News

As Democratic President Bill
Clinton nears the end to his first
100 days in office, what grade
does the nation's chief Republican
give him?

“I'd give him an 'E’ for effort,”
said Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., and
Senate minority leader. Dole dis-
cussed Clinton's first days in of-
fice during his weekly telephone
press conference with Kansas
journalists Friday.

So far, the president has not
been."steady,” but Dole said he
was not saying that as a criticism
because it takes any new admin-
istration time to “get going.”

If he were to advise Clinton on
how best to proceed, Dole said he

a

—would encourage the president to —

slow his pace.
“I think they ought to slow

down and have a 40-hour weekor-

something for a couple weeks to
determine what their priorities
ought to be and stop pushing so
many hot buttons,” he said.
“There are so many people scared
about taxes and spending under
any circumstances, and I think it
has. been heightened by talk
about a value-added tax and all
the taxes in the economic plan
and all this spending in the stim-
ulus package that wasn't paid for,
new spending for health care.

“People just don't understand
where all this money is coming
from. Every day it is some sort of
a new program — a new educa-
tion program for $470 million,
somet ﬁ new on the environ-
ment. All those things may be
vital to America, but maybe we
ought to slow down and just say,
‘We'll do A, B and C then we'll
worry about D, E and F later.' "

Also during the press confer-
ence, Dole said his office had ex-
pressed concern to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture about quality
problems Kansas milo farmer
are having with the 1992 crop. On

first 100 days

Sen Robert Dole

April- 9, -Agriculture -Secretary
Mike Espy announced that eorn
farmers would be eligible for dis-
aster assistance because of qual-
ity problems associated with
storage of the crop. His an-
nouncement came after Michigan
corn farmers had requested the
help.

The announcement raised the
ire of Kansas farmers for two
reasons. First, victims of a May
1992 freeze that decimated part of
the northwest Kansas wheat crop
were not fully compensated for
their losses. The farmers had
been told they probably would be
getting further assistance.

Second, a cold, wet fall pre-
~vented many farmers from har-
vesting milo on a timely basis.
Some farmers only now are get-
ting finished. -

“A whole bunch of my neigh-
bors had quality problems,” said
Ben Duell, Goodland farmer who
received only half the disaster
assistance he should have. "I was
in the field yesterday with a
farmer. He was cutting milo, fi-
nally getting back into the fields
because of the kind of winter we
had. The test weight was 49

pounds, not a bad test wei ht
under the circumstances. But%e‘
cause of discoloration, the ele-
vator refused to take it. Now we
are talking about the loss on pro-
i1i‘uct.ion plus the cost of lnrvast-
g
“I'hate to say
o e Sy
properly ht up the qualjty
question and y made a com-
mitment to him, which may cost
our farmers ‘money,” Dole said,
referring to Sen. Donald

- Riegle Jr., D-Mich.

Dole also told - reporters that a

“sober investigation” into events

at Waco, Texas, needs to be un-
. dertaken.

But
, the episode slammed home

ashlngton power: Dole and
his 42 Senate Republican colleagues

sald Friday. “It's too late now.”

Hutchinson News

s!wwed thatthey cannot be lgnored, no
- matter that the Democrats control the
Wh!teHomeandbothhmmesorCongrem

“The trouble is, they didn't call us,” Dole

Sald’ Burdett Loomis, a University of
Kansas political science professor: “You've
. got Dole as a veteran chess player demon-
strating to Clinton that he's got some real
power. And can use it — not all the time,
certainly — but when he can get those 43
guys together, he can really be a force.”
By hanging together in a blocking ma- [

Sunday, April 25, 1993

epublicans forced Clinton
to abandon his $16.3 billion stimulus pack-
- age. Despite deriding it as pork-barrel
spending, Dole conceded it contained some’

- “If the preeildent mally needs money for
summer jobs, he’llgatmoneyformmmer.'
jobs. And immunization,” the Kansas Re-
publican said Friday,

While the weeks-long stimulus debate

tered on money and deficits, political
%wrsamovlewltasatusslerorpower
athe s other w‘%amnif'

neuver. Senate R

“This  was hme that Dole
grasped asa
party, and I thought he played. it:
very skillfully,” said Stephen Hess of..
theBrooklnaInsﬂmﬂon,aWashlns-
ton think tank.

document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.

w«lmndecl.and"iE
unlryingone for his: would be very hea 80
if Kansas lost something they
s entitled to because of the Sen-
minority leader.. He (Clinton).
way overplay his hand if he

"Andnotonlvwasheagoodm,pummerau,thamlnorlwm-

ner, I think he was an accurate:
winner. It WAS just a bump in the' ic
road.Thestnmwillhavetnbelnm .To_h_e
certain co for the Repu '
licanstobeunited.Solt’snotasi

rebuffed,” Cllnton said Frlday

stead, every, time I offered some- — he inew— the winner of one

thing, they reduced the offer.” |\game in a. long season.
(Jlntonspiquedoesmiseqaa “There are going Inhet:':tlotot

question: Might he now : m.lnahappentng three

ngalnstone of Dole's Kansas s and nine months,” Dole said

“ldon’tthlnkso. Dolesaid,, ymrfmmnownobodyisgolngtobe

added with a grin, “I was tiinkisg
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Kassebaum, Dole d]ffer over Bosnia

Kansas senators

see policy against

Serbs differently
By Barry Massey

Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON — Kansas sen-

| ators are divided over what steps

the United States should take
against ethnic fighting in the for-
mer Yugoslav republic of Bosnia.

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, R-Kan.,
warned Friday against lifting an
arms embargo against Bosnia and
launching U.S. air strikes against
Serbian military targets.

In expressing opposition to those
steps, Mrs. Kassebaum put herself
at odds with a growing number of
lawmakers, including Senate Re-
publican Leader Bob Dole, who are
urging President Clinton to take
immediate military action in Bos-
nia.

“It is dangerously wwhful think-
ing to believe that small, symbolic

. | actions such as ending the arms
' | embargo or a few air strikes will

change the brutal realities of Bos-
nia,” Mrs. Kassebaum said in a
written statement.

“The Serbs will quickly gauge

these steps for what they are: .
.nothing serious_and nothing

threatemng to their aggressive
plans.”

Mrs. Kassebaum outlined her
position as the Clinton administra-
tion was reviewing options on what
can be done to stop the ethnic war
in Bosnia.

Dole and Senate Majority Leader
George - Mitchell, D-Maine, have
recommended allied air strikes
against Serbian military ‘targets

and hftmg an arms embargo to

WJ 1

] don't want to suggest

‘It is dangerously
wishful thinking to that we have to get into
belleve that small, every dog fight In the
symbolic actions such as world, but sooner or later
ending the arms embargo this is going to be
or a few alr strikes will something that we have
change the brutal to face up to, and it
realities of Bosnla.’ seems to me that the
— Son. Nancy Kassebaum longer we walt ... In this
particular instance, the
worse it's going to be.’
—— Son lob Dole

goal is to isolate Yugoslavia com-

ﬂrovide weapons to Bosnian Mus-
ms.
Dole reiterated that call on Fri-

day, and expressed doubt that new.

international economic sanctions
against Yugoslavia would succeed
in halting Serbian attacks against
Muslims in Bosnia.

“] think it's time to make some
decision that we stand for some-
thing,” said Dole, who opposes the
use of any U.S. ground forces in
" Bosnia.

mercially because it is helping the
Bosnian Serbs in their ‘“ethnic
;clgming" campaign against the
'Muslims.

“I don’t want to suggest that we
have to get into every dog fight in
‘the world, but sooner or later this
is going to be something that we
have to face up to, and it seems to
me that the longer we wait ... in
this particula.r instance, the worse
it's going to be," Dole said in a

Tougher economic sanctions by telephone news conference with
the United Nations against Yugo- Kansas newspapers and broad-

slavia will take effect Monday un-
less the Serbs sign an international
peace agreement for Bosnia. The

casters.
Mrs. Kassebaum, a member of
the_ Foreign Relations Committee,

' The Satina Jouridr

-

.Iy The Associated Press

Saturday, May 1, 7993

7

saidin the letter.

‘asking about the stimulus package.”

warned that lifting the arms em-
bargo or air strikes would mean a
dramatic change in U.S. policy.

“"We would be discarding the role
of mediator and taking up arms as
an active participant in the fight-
ing,” Mrs. Kassebaum said. “If we,
through NATO or the U.N., become
a combatant, the present human-
itarian relief operation that sus-
tains hundreds of thousands of ref-
ugees will be put at further risk.
Deliveries of food and medicine
that now run a gantlet of Serbian

- harassment could be halted en-

tirely.”

France and Britain have ex-
pressed reservations about the use
of military force in Bosnia, worry-
ing that their troops with U.N.
peacekeeping forces would be vul-
nerable to retaliation by Serbs.

Mrs. Kassebaum explained her
views on Bosnia in an article sent to
newspapers.

“The United States has no vital
national interest at stake in Bosnia.
But we do have a legitimate hu-
manitarian concern there. I believe
that concern must remain the focus
of our policy. We must not allow
ourselves to be diverted into an-
cient arguments over terntory.“
Kassebaum said.

She suggested the United Na

tions could declare “specific san¢- -

tuaries and dehvery corndors for .

humanitarian relief in Bosnia.
“This course is not without

risks,” Mrs. Kassebaum said. “To -

be effective, the U.N., including the
United States, would have to be
prepared to deploy significant
ground and air forces to safeguard
the Bosnian sanctuaries. I do not
believe we should make such a
commitment without a full debate.
and a vote, in Congress,

“It may be that we do not have
the stomach for even this limited
engagement in Bosnia. If not, 'w
must face up to that fact and mo
pretend that small symbolic meas:
ures will do anything other tham t¢
salve our own consciences.” |
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SpectdtothelmAngeIuTcmes

BOSTON — The first clear indica-
tion that Sen. Robert Dole, R-Kan.,
had President Clinton’s “economic
stimulus plan” on the ropes came
the day after Easter Sunday, at the
traditional White House Easter Egg
Hunt. Clinton: summoned the press
to the Oval Office to lambaste Dole
and his motley crew for their fili-
buster of the $16.3 billion “stimulus”
legislation.

Outside his office, children
searched for painted eggs. Accord-
ing to Clinton, those children were
“hostages” of the GOP, because
tucked away in the “stimulus” bill
were funds for child immunization
programs. “When I go out there on
the lawn and I think about those
kids, picking up Easter eggs” said
Clinton, “I want to be able to think
about them all being immunized.”

Whenever the Clinton White
House is having a hard time explain-
ing itself, and the scribes are rolling
their eyes as the president speaks,
“the children” are often introduced
as the compelling moral reason for
whatever proposal or scheme needs
a quick rationale to carry it through
the next news cycle. It was hardly
surprising then that as the presi-
dent's economic stimulus package
staggered toward its demise, the
White House sought to recast the
issue as Clinton, defender of the lit-
tle children, vs. Dole, hard-hearted
hatchet man from Inside the
Beltway.

Children or no children, the “eco-
nomic stimulus” package collapsed
last week in the face of Dole’s un-
breakable Republican filibuster. It
was a clean kill for the Kansas sena-
tor. The White House was forced to
accept a revised $4 billion package
that extended unemployment bene-
fits. Total surrender,

The White House legislative de-
feat was as embarrassing as it was
complete. With a comfortable Dem-
ocratic majority in the Senate and
an even larger margin in the House,
an important part of the Clinton
grand economic strategy had none-
theless gone down in flames, just 90
days into the administration. Worse,
there were few, if any, of Clinton’s
Democratic allies on Capitol Hill
who seemed upset. “We need to
move on to something else,” said
Sen. John B. Breaux, D-La.

The plan's demise was the result
of dubious economics, self-important
politics, partisan tactics and poor ex-
ecution. White House political opera-
tives, often portrayed as the new
wizards of Washington, were arro-
gant in their assessment of the situa-
tion. And they underestimated the

- character of the man across the ta-

ble. Underestimating Dole is a mis-
take professional politicians should
never make.

At the outset, the Clinton “eco-
nomic stimulus plan” was the open-
ing gambit in an overall political
strategy to consolidate the presi-
dent’s tenuous political position. The
stimulus package was aimed at the
Democratic Party base (minorities-
urbanites-labor-liberals) and was ad-
vertised as a “jobs” program. Its
passage would have coincided with
the economic recovery that had
started gathering steam during the
last months of the Bush administra-
tion. It would have enabled the Clin-
ton administration to take credit for
an economic resurgence that would
by itself yield a high political return.

The White House strategy seemed
reasonable, — at the time. After
Clinton’s strong performance during
his State of the Union message, poll

Clinton’s mistake
was to misread
the power of Dole -

By John Ellis

.data looked favorable, the Hill

seemed agreeable, the opinion elites
receptive to the new president’s di-
rection. White House  operatives
were pleased with Clinton’s strong
position, After a stumbling start,
they had recaptured control of the
agenda.

Or so they thought. Actually, the
decision to put the “stimulus” pack-
age ahead of deficit reduction on
the legislative agenda doomed the
plan. Congress was skittish about
anything carrying a “spending” la-
bel, because of the extraordinary
breadth of Ross Perot’s support. As
one congressman said, “Twenty per-
cent of the country voted for a fruit-
cake because of the deficit issue.
That’s a political fact I ignore at my

peril.”

"It was a fact Dole knew in his

bones. Shut out by parliamentary
procedures from any serious play
on the deficit reduction part of Clin-
ton's package, Dole locked onto the
“stimulus” package like a cruise
missile. In the wake of George
Bush’s defeat, Republicans were
reeling toward irrelevance. Dole
needed a win, and quickly — to
rally the troops, check the growing
perception of a Clinton juggernaut
and get the GOP back in the thick of
things. When Clinton agreed to go
with “stimulus” first and itemized
deficit reduction pain later, it gave
Dole his opening.

Dole had a much truer reading of
the public mood than did the Clinton
crowd. He noticed, for example, that
many serious economists thought
the stimulus package was unneces-
sary. He also noticed that the public
clamor was not for fiscal stimulus,
but deficit reduction. And he noted
with pleasure that Clinton’s job rat-
ing disapproval numbers were at
historic highs.

The White House, meanwhile, was
preoccupied with other issues (gays
in the military, Bosnia, Boris N.
Yeltsin, the Lumber Summit) "and
lost its focus on the stimulus pack-
age. That enabled Dole to recast the
issue from “jobs” to “runaway fed-
eral spending” and that old standby -
“pork-barrel politics.” This he did
(in concert with fellow Republicans)
to a fare-thee-well.

Dole was generous in legislative
victory. “It’s just a bump in the road
for President Clinton,” he said, add-
ing that GOP senators would support
Clinton on other important issues,
The administration was snappish in
defeat. George Stephanopoulos, the
White House communications direc-
tor, said: “The minority leader
(Dole) showed that playing politics
is a lot more important than putting
people to work. The real losers here
are the hundreds of thousands of
Americans who won’t get work this
summer and beyond, because a:mi-
nority of Republicans put politics
before people.”

Dole did not respond. Why bother.
He was back on center stage: calling
the GOP shots, doing interviews, get-
ting the message out, rallying the
faithful. The road ahead was as full
of promise as the April air. These:
days, Dole issues non-denial denials
when reporters ask him about the
1996 GOP presidential nomination,
Whatever the future holds, one thing
is clear. The Bobster, a 69-year-old
spring chicken, is at the top of his

Dole pushed for funds during filibuster

“I'd say it was ironic to say the least that he was

WASHINGTON — At the time Senate Re- At the same time, Dole and fellow Senate doing that while cri

the
puﬁimlaaderBobMel:‘uhmhuﬂngthe mmmammmuﬁﬂmmmmamemmmg
u:!:bamntng projects” of President Clin- ummmadﬂummmmmmmrvnmnmucmumcmmmmm
. s stimulus package, he was quietly | for .arxmmwmhﬂomslmgmuu David Wilhelm. “It's]nstaemtinuaﬂmofm
b:d:rﬂmmtommtnm intna Nlllmjob;lumlmpnchge. : | partisanship.”

thouse home in Kansas . During the debate over the jobs bill, Dolesaidhe  Wilhelm spoke in talapm@intervlew route
| The Democrats noticed and‘tookDolMotuke was a supporter of many of the programs Clinton '-hﬂwwn,am mde}lv:h‘:gme
| Friday, calling the altuaﬁm “ironic to say_ the had earmarked for increased funding and that his | n 'smutcrmm of Dole, who
h;xd' - _'--opﬂmtohim" me ' visitedthe statetwoweeksago. . -
asked “He has es himself as the principal
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