_hinaon News  Sunday, Se; temberzo 1992

P 77- 177

http://dolearchives.ku.edu

By Larry Peirce
The Hutehinson News

They didn't exactly burn Sen.
Bob Dole in effigy, but three can-
didates vying for the incumbent's
Senate seat said his absence from
a political forum Saturday night
showed his arrogance toward
Kansas voters.

The candidates were invited to
the forum at the Hutchinson Hol-
iday Inn Holidome, which was
organized by United We Stand
America, the political group that
survived Ross Perot's aborted
campaign.

Dole didn’t attend, saying he
was busy with Senate business.
He also had criticized the forum
as a Dole-bashing event.

Gloria O'Dell, the Democrat
from Silver Lake who is challeng-
ing Dole, said she had written a
letter to the Pachyderm Club of
Wichita, hoping that other Re-
publicans could persuade Dole to
take part in a debate or forum.

Even without Dole to take the
limelight, Ms. O'Dell said she
wasn't happy with the forum's
structure because its time limits
interrupted the candidates’ mes-
sages.

Independent candidate Chris-
tine Cambell-Cline of Wichita said
she was hampered in preparing
her answers because she had
been busy getting 7,000 petition
signatures to get on the ballot.
She favors revamping the IRS,
ending foreign aid and reducing _
department budgets by 30 per-
cent.

Libertarian candidate Mark
Kirk's answers to a panel's 12
questions, which were identical
for each candidate, reflected the
small-government, free-trade phi-
losophy of the Libertarian party. -

Kirk said he wouldn't support
anything that made government
larger.

The highlight of the forum
came when UWSA panelist Sonny
Scroggins raised laughter from
the 175 people when he mistak-
enly addressed Kirk as “Captain
Kirk" before asking a question.

WThe crowd cheered whenever
the candidates talked of cutting
spending and waste in govern-
ment, a position supported by all
three.

All three candidates said they EEEEENE
supported giving the president LSS
the line-item veto. President EXESEEENS
George Bush also supports the
line-item veto.

Ms. O'Dell said Congress should
consider making entitlement
programs eligible for line-item
budget cutting and should reduce
congressional salaries.

The crowd, largely made up of
UWSA supporters, voted after
the forum for the top candidate,
though the UWSA emphasized
that it was not an endorsement of
any candidate.

Ms. O'Dell placed first, followed
by Kirk and Ms. Campbell-Cline.
Dole was included on the ballot
and placed fourth.

Why was Dole fourth?.

“I think it's rather obvious,”
said Lee Stone, a UWSA vol-
unteer. “The group felt it had
been snubbed.”

Dole had been stumping for GOP
oandidates in 11 states but that
he said he didn't have time to
come to Kansas for a forum.

Ms. O'Dell said she would vote
to raise taxes on the wealthiest 2
percent of taxpayers to reduce
the deficit and would consider
closing the tax loopholes opened
by capital-gains tax exemptions.
She supported financing the im-
provement of the country's in-
frastructure with money saved in
defense-budget cuts.

In a follow-up question, Ms.

O'Dell was asked about the un-

Ms. O'Dell pointed out that

BARRY MASSEY
The Associated Press

Senate Republican Leader Bob Dole is busy
on two campaign fronts this year
He's not only running for ro-electlon in Kan-
sas, but also is campaigning in other states on
behalf of Republican congressional candidates.
But Dole is giving far more than his time. He's

On Saturday, three U.S. Senate candidates were at the
Hutchinson Holidome to discuss the issues involved in this
year's Senate campaign. The only problem was that the
incumbent himself, Sen. Robert Dole, never showed up. His

emyloyment caused by cuts in the
nation's defense budget.

She said military expertise
could be directed toward com-
mercial industry. Workers now
needed to build Stealth bombers
could go to work for commerecial
aircraft builders.

The forum also featured an ap-
pearance by two representatives
of Lead or Leave, a nonpartisan
group asking candidates to pledge
that they would only seek re-
election in 1996 if the budget
deficit were 50 percent lower
than it is now. Of the four sen-

Senate cha]lengers debate — without Dole
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chair sits empty next to the Senate hopefuls: independent
candidate Christine Campbell-Cline, front, Libertarian

candidate Mark Kirk and Democrat Gloria O’Dell.

atorial candidates, only Ms. 0'Dell
has signed the pledge, organizer
Jon Cowan said. About 70 candi-
dates have made the pledge, and
of them about 10 are incumbents,
Cowan said.

“It's a huge pledge for them to
make,” Cowan said.

Many in the audience wore
Ross Perot T-shirts, which were
on sale at the door, along with
buttons, bumper stickers and
Perot's best-selling book.

Sitting in the front row was
Jesse Hubbard of Paola, the orig-

sas. Now working as a UWSA

volunteer, he kept track of the
candidates’ answers. Ms. O'Dell
came out on top, in his opinion.

On the chair beside Hubbard
was a pot containing crab grass.
Live crab grass. In appreciation
for his work, Perot workers from
the Topeka office gave the him
the potted grass as a symbol of
the grass-roots Perot movement.

“They started us, now the
can't kill us,” Hubbard said.
“We're ugly. Nobody wants us.
They don't know what to do to us.

inal organizer for Perot in Kan- They can't get rid of us.”

Dole long has been one o! the most successful fund-
raisers in Congress, and his leadership position in the
Senate helps him in collecting money for other Re-
publican candldutes.
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Dole proves generouswith PAC money

PAC, in addition to making campaign contri-
. h:ﬁml.mpay!ormwsmpouﬂcaltmvelu

Since 1091, Campaign America has raised
about $992,000 and spent almost $1.2 million.
Dole’s PAC had cash reserves of $941,000 at the.
start of 1991, and reported a balance of $878,931

handing out money as well.

The Kansan's political action committee,
Campaign America, has contributed about
$242,000 to 55 Republican House and Senate
candidates from 1991 through the end of July,
mrmmmmadwlththeredeul_ :
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$10,000, to 11 Senate mid-Auigust, Do
GOP candidates in races ‘whuolﬂinkm'v. Siate ‘caitidates:
gota chance.” : Mismessts, Ne
“We're going to use it to help Republican Indiana, Towa, Tlinois, |
candidates, primarily U.S. Senate candidates, ~South Carolina
e e S S
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ional candidates, Campaign America has given
about $85,000 to state GOP organizations and
‘.mmmmum

Democratic Sen. Thomas Daschle.
“He was an enormous asset to us,” Lon
Andermeampalgnmamgerhrﬂur nldd-'

“Hemnhooutamlnonrmedlncovme. A
He was a boost to us in our fund raising. ltiult..
raised the stature of the campaign to,

at the end of July, the latest figures available.
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This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.
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: -Dole cuts Kansas
in on disaster aid

By Tom Webb
. Eagle Washington bureau -

WASHINGTON — In the roll call of 1992 disas~
ters, there was Hurricane Andrew that devastated
Florida, Hurricane Iniki that hit Hawaii, Typhoon
Omar that smashed Guam .., and. twin thunder-
storms that hit north central Kansas.

Victims of those four natural disasters’'— but
only those four — are in line for federal help
from a $75 million appropriations bill before Con-
gress. If the Kansas disaster wasn't quite as fa-
__ mous as'the other three, it did have something the
! others lacked: an advocate in Sen. Bob Dole. '

Dole saw to it that $800,000 of the aid was -
earmarked for two rural electrical cooperatives in
north central Kansas. The money will enable the
Jewell-Mitchell Co-op in_Mankato and the NCK

R ey raises hackles on Capitol Hill. Last
| week the chairman of the House
Agriculture Committee, Kika de la
Garza, was said to be furious that
Dole managed to move winter
disaster-aid lin:o tll:; meamat ofmthnge
$100 million of $750 million in farm
ﬁ?sternwneysoldyforthﬂrre-

The Texas Democrat, in a }
to .the House : gﬁf

Appropriations
mittee, said all producers “should
receive an equivalent amount of as-
sistance relative to their losses” in-
Mment. of receiving preferential treat-

Riker said that in the past, winter
wheat growers haven't always re-

., Well, maybe not eve iece of
equipment, Gouldie add?d %

~“We found five (damaged) pol
just the other day, and those)a;’:ﬁ
m&:i:d.” he said.
spokesman Walt Riker said
"Monday that the two co-ops sought
m from the senator. Without fed-
help, he added, the co-ops
'would have had to raise electric
mtm to their rural customers, many

' Wednesday, September 23, 1m!=The Toeeka CaEital-Journal

.. journalists will

lto | and Missouri.
8 . Under their

. candidates.

" peatedly criti-

. what she said was lu? rlo?ﬁalt!tance
. to participate in forums, and she
- has agreed to participate in the

. two events. Libertarian Mark

- Kirk also has acrepted the sta-
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Dole agrees

to appear
at 2 forums

The Associated Press 7

TOPEKA — Sen. Bob Dole
plans to participate with his op-
ponents in two October campaign
forums sponsored by public-
broadcasting stations, his cam-
paign said ,
Wednesday.

The an-
nouncement
marks the first &
time Dole has [§i§
agreed publicly
to .share-a -
stage at an [
event. The first |
is Oct. 11,
produced by

_High Plains - Dole

Public Radio, station KANZ-FM
in Garden City. The second is Oct.
17, produced by television station
KTWU in Topeka.

Officials at both stations said

. they hoped the events would have

a statewide audience through
_broadcasts on other- public- sta--
tions in Kansas

plans, four

question the
Gloria 0'Dell,

the Democratic
nominee, re-

cized - Dole- for =

tions’ invitations, but in-

dependent candidate Christina

" Campbell-Cline has not agreed to

participate yet.

“T hope these debates will give
Kansas voters the opportunity
they deserve to find out where all
of the candidates stand on the
issues,” Dole said in a statement.

The two events apparentl
the only ones in which Dole :&
to participate. Kathy Peterson,
his campaign press secretary, did
not say Dole would not accept
others but added, "We think two
is an excellent number.”
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