get Dole
around
Private flights legal

but raise questions
By Tom Webb

Eagle Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Sen. Bob Dole
is a frequent flier, Senate style.

At least 44 times since January
1991, Dole has flown to political
functions aboard - jets belonging to
major US. companies, most of
which routinely have business be-
fore Congress.

In June alone, Dole flew once
aboard ConA-
gra Inc.’s Lear-
jet, three times
on the Archer-
Daniels-Mid-
land fleet,
twice  aboard
U.S,. Tobacco’s
aircraft, once
on the airplane
of Growth In-
dustries of
Grandview,

Mo., and once
on the corpo-
rate jet of
Torchmark

Corp. of Bir-
mingham, . Ala.

The practice
is legal, and -
Dole’s campaign committees have
reimbursed the corporations a total
of $119,114 for Dole’s political

fMights, according to reports filed
with the Federal Election Commis-
sion.

But the true cost of those flights is
far higher than what Dole paid, crit-,
ics charge. The law usually requires
that a campaign pay only the price
of a first-class ticket — not the actu-
al cost of chartering a private jet.

Aide says

flights let the
senator get to
more places
quickly.
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1979, was enacted when the world was in
the grip of the second “oil shock” of that

Los An

forna

: Timeél '
Washinggerf Post Service

tio

agreed to give up.

tend it.

WASHINGTON — Senate supporters of
production of natural gas from “unconven-
" gources such as coal mines and
shale are planning to fight
keep a generous subsidy that
most of the industry has

The subsidy is scheduled to
expire at the end of this year,
and when the Senate recon-
venes this week to resume
work on the tax bill, Sens. Bob
Dole of Kansas and John D.
Rockefeller IV, D-W.Va.,, are
planning a strong fight to ex-

They say the subsidy Is
sound energy policy because it
encourages the production of a
domestic resource that re-
places imported oil and cre-
ates thousands of jobs.

Their opponents, led by Sens. Bill Brad-
ley, D-N.J,, and Don Nickles, R-Okla., say
the subsidy has_fulfilled its original pur-
pose — development of new production
technologies — and has become a boon-
doggle, In a letter to other senators last
month, they said extending the subsidy
would cost $1 billion over the next five
years for no good reason.

The tax credit, known as Section 29 after
the part of the energy law that created it in

ﬂ:tsweekto

Dole

production.

tional wells.

decade and natural gas was thought to be
in short supply. It subsidizes natural gas
extracted from sources that otherwise
would not be economically competitive: the
.. methane reservoirs trapped in
coal seams, some forms of
ghale and formations called
‘tight sands.” Vs
The subsidy worked. About'
9.2 percent of U.S. natural gas
now comes from these sources,
reports the Gas Research Insti-
tute. :
Natural gas prices have
en in the past month as a per-
ceived glut has dwindled and
Hurricane Andrew disrupted
Gulf of Mexico production, but
for most of this year they hov-
ered at rock-bottom levels that
discouraged conventional gas

As Congress debated a wide-ranging en-
ergy bill during the spring and summer,
independent gas producers agreed to give
-up the Section 29 credit in favor of relief
from the 1986 alternative minimum tax,
which they said was killing their industry
by making it unprofitable to drill conven-

Most of the natural gas industry, includ-
ing the producers in Kansas, argued tha
the subsidy was unfair to them. :

“If you're going to fly on these

corporate jets, it should be done at
the same price as if you're going to
charter a private jet,” said Meredith

I

McGehee, senior lobbyist for Com-

mon Cause, a self-described public
interest group. “Corporations end up

Proviaing Special treanment any spe-
cial favors for politicians, and it
opens up the door for special ac-
c&"

The Federal Election Commission
recently decided not to change its
reimbursement rules for politicians
who use. corporate aircraft. So
Dole's campaign is in full compli-
ance with the law. Moreover, there’s
a practical side to using the corpo-
rate jets, said Walt Riker, Dole’s
spokesman.

“When you're as active and in
demand as Senator Dole and your
time is really stretched, corporate
jets allow him to do twice as much
as if he used standard transporta-
tion,” Riker said. * How do you get
from Pittsburg, Kansas, to Hays,
Kansas, to Wichita to Topeka all in
one day? You can’t do it."

He added: “The idea that we're
flying around and it's a big joy ride
to benefit some companies is just
ludicrous. They’re grueling.”

Nevertheless, the practice of so-
liciting rides on corporate jets —
used by both top Democrats and
Republicans  in .—"has

- drawn criticism as the sort of cozy

back-scratching arrangement that
makes voters cynical about Wash-
ington.

“If you've got members of the-
corporation there, it's a chance to
chat, it's another way for the corpo-
ration to interact with the senator,”
said Candice Nelson, a government
professor at American University.

ince January 1991, Dole reports
m.Elng at least 14 flights on the cor-
porate jets of agribusiness conglom-
erate Archer-Daniels-Midland. An
ADM official wouldn't comment on
why it lets Dole use its five-plane
fleet, but it's unlikely to have es-
caped ADM’s notice that Dole exerts
tremendous influence over U.S. agri-
culture policy, Senate minority
leader and a member of the Senate

Agriculture Committee.

Dole’s campaign has reimbursed
ADM $33,329 for those 14 flights.
What the cost would have been at
the charter rate is unclear from the
financial disclosure forms. However,
buying a first-class ticket from
Washington to Kansas City runs be-
tween $400 and $650, each way;
chartering a corporate jet (and pay-
ing the pilot) can easily cost $1,000
and more, each hour. :

So while Dole's campaign paid
ADM $33,329, the real value of the
flights could have been far in excess
of what corporate executives can
legally donate to politicians. :

As Common Cause President Fred
Wertheimer said in 1991, politicians
who fly on corporate jets “are in
effect receiving significant financial
benefits from corporations and oth-
er private interests that would other-
wise constitute illegal gifts or illegal
campaign contributions.”

Not that ADM hasn't also been
giving Dole’s campaign more typical
campaign contributions. In' 1891
ADM’s political action committee

T e e )

contributed $5,000 to Dole’s Cam-
palgn American political committee,
FEC records show. ADM officials
gave another $16,000 to Dole’s Sen-

ate campaign between 1985 and ;

1990.

Less frequently, Dole has flown
aboard the Learjets belonging to an-
other  agribusiness  corporation,
Omaha-based ConAgra. Paul Kor-
ody, ConAgra's vice president for
government affairs, said the corpo-
rate Learjets are rarely used by
politicilans, and when they are, it
has usually been as a timesaver to
transport lawmakers from Washing-
ton so they can speak in Omaha.

Riker, Dole’s spokesman, said
Kansas taxpayers are the beneficia-
ries of Dole’s policy to use money
from his accounts to pay
for all of his travel, including trips
home that could be charged to the
government.

“When Senator Dole goes to Kan-
sas, the taxpayers don't pay a pen-
ny, whether it's commercial aircraft
or charter jet or corporate jet,”
Riker ‘said.

; package would rely
on the “peace dividend,” or defense

economy is to reduce the federal

O’Dell wonders if Dole is acting sexist

the state’s bases have much support, and

Dole’s staff is using scare tactics.
She also criticized President Bush for prom- -

By LILLIAN ZIER
Journal Staff Writer

If Bob Dole doesn’t want to debate her just

said.

“‘I'want to know why he won't (debate),” she
said. ‘“Why does he think he's above this?”

~the

for the wealthy,

 Peterson also accused O'Dell of
[ her ideas from Demo-
atic congressional leaders and Ar-

kansas Gov. Bill Clinton, the party’s

presidential nominee.

("It there is a similarity between
Governor Clinton’s proposals and
Gloria's proposals, they will be able
to work well together when they go
to W " responded . Erwin
Seba, O'Dell’'s ' “As op-
posed to Senator Dole, who would
just contribute to it

.O'Dell's jobs

cuts that many members of Con-
gress think will occur because of the
end of the Cold War. Seba said
O'Dell thinks the nation can save
$50 billion by converting defense in-
dustries to the production of other

Seba was not more specific, but
he said O'Dell’s will re-
lease information about its defense
conversion proposal later this week.
- 0'Dell proposes to use the $50 bil-
lion saved to finance tax credits for
corporations that invest money in
research and development and in
buying new equipment. Such a pro-
gram would create jobs.
. Peterson restated Dole’s position
that the best way to improve the

budget deficit. She said O'Dell’'s plan
appeared to do little to address the
deficit problem.

- Peterson also said that O'Dell’s
plan could force cuts in Kansas’
three large military bases, the
Army’s Fort Riley and Fort Leaven-

.~*Those are real jobs" Peterson
said. -

"Seba responded by saying that
O'Dell favors the closing of US.
bases overseas, not domestic bases,
+,- “It's just a scare tactic,” he said of
Peterson’s statements.

.+ O'Dell raised the IRA issue be-
cause Dole su 1986 legisla-
tion that overhauled the federal tax
?uf’e'mpammmremw
who

pension plans can no longer deduct
contributions to IRAs from: their in-
comes for tax purposes.

i« Dole said the 1986 change pre-
vented a “double dip” by many

break would encourage Americans
to save money.

'+0'Dell's campaign estimated the
cost of the IRA provision at $5:bil- -
lion. Peterson said the cost would
$7.7 billion over five years.
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jobs and provide education and training for :
conversion from a military-based economy to:

e
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e minority leader of the
tes Senate for you.”

Dole has long been one of the, |
mmts:mm s L e
gress, 3 leadership position in |
the Senate helps him co! rpeit :

cash into other
Congress races

for other Republican candidates, =
The PAC, in addition to making |

i L}
making
cam tri n pav for .
v Dole pouring e aso s

the country. That helps him in'bufld:
::gd: network of supporters and con-

Since 1991, Campaign America
hasmisedaboutmz,'mmm :
almost $1.2 million. Dole’s PAC had
cash reserves of $941,000 at the
start of 1991 and reported a balance

By M of $878,931 at the end of July, the .
: B‘. 'M" B : lat;r::1 figures available, — = - -
WASHINGTON — Senate Republi - those atfliated wits RN
Dole’!s busy on two campaign r?nnmmtghl}ﬁfr D cﬁn‘;ﬁ a_f{illczt;dmwii@m 4 ] ‘ﬂ‘
He's not only running for re-election in Kansas but | ditionally has been mmn,mndcam'jseﬁ& :
also campaigning in other states on behalf of Republi- gpq contributor AR el
can congressional candidates. But Dole is giving far During the last campalgncycle

more than his time, He's handing out money as well,|

The Kansan's political action committee, IE&m’:paeu
America, has contributed about $242,000 to 55 Republi-|
can House and Senate candidates from 1991 through the |

end of July, according to records
filed with the Federal Election
Commission;

Dole’s PAC has given the maxi-
mum amount, $10,000, to 11 Senate
candidates.

Campaign America, Dole said, is
supporting GOP candidates in
races “where'I think we've got a
chance.”

“We're going to use it to help
Republican candidates, primarily
US. Senate candidates, some
House races where we've been
asked specifically and some of the
races in the state of Kansas for the

| state Senate and the state House of
| Representatives,” he said.

In addition to the contributions

|to congressional candidates, Cam-

' paign America has given about $85

organizations and

candidates and GOP
show.

state office candidates across the
country, Of that, nearly $60,000 went {o state legislative |
groups ‘in Kansas, FEC records

Since the Repuhllcén National Convention in mid- |

. 1989-90, Campaign America contrily..
80 uted more money to federal office
candidates than any other so-called
leadership PAC operated by a mem-’
_ ber of Congress — about $300,000,
The Effective Government Commit-
tee, the PAC of House Majority
Leader Rlcl:gird Gephardt, D-Mo.,
was next with contrib ‘
$252,000.. : uﬁsns it
This election year, Campaign
America's work could prove to be
particularly important to Dole’s own
political future. Twenty Democrats’
seats are up for grabs, and Republi- -
cans are defending 15 seats, includ'-i|'_'

Dole ing ‘Dole’s, ,
Money going As the Republican leader in the
to federal and Senate, Dole wanfs to ensure as
state many GOP victories in Senate races
candidates as possible. Providing financial sup.
: port to a senator’s campaign also '
Esmm———— helps Dole in accumulating a power

base with returning senators and
jany new members, ' - Y
Critics of leadership PACs' say -
“they-provide an additional avenue
HHor special interests to try to influ-
‘ence lawmakers, - ¢

000 to state GOP |

August, Dole has campaigned in Kansas and traveled to ' wg?.dlt?d:als can give up to $5,000 a

11 other states to campaign for Senate candidates: Okla-
homa, Arkansas, Ohio, Minnesota, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Indiana, lowa, Illinois, North Carolina and
South Carolina. Dole says he hopeés to make cam
appearances for more congressional candidates before
Election Day, especially in New England-and the West.

In South Dakota, Dole appeared at two fund-raisers
and a farm rally in late August for Charlene Haar, a | Calif ;
Republicaq running against Democratic Sen. Thomas kel
Daschle, ° R

PAC such as‘Campaign
America, which is‘more- than the
$2,000 limit on individual contribu-
tions to a congressional. campaign

paign | committee for a primary and gener-
For example, sewnfamﬂy mem.-
bers of Ernest and Julio, Gallo, the
each to Dole’s PAC in J; s 199
anuar 1
ated Iwith a corporation or labor
union, also can’ give up to $5,000 a
- year:to'a political action ¢ommi
Since ! “Campaign
America's money ‘has come 'from
individuals, PACs have given $63,500
Ellen Miller, executive dhecbr of
the Center for Responsive Politics,
lem” Is the money politics that lead-
ership PACs play within Congress,
operate PACs and give contributions
to their colleagues “to buy access,
itself. ‘They're looking for-continued
support,” Miller said.
---!ptm-w-mmwuom”'sﬁe'ﬁfd: y
It warps decisions within the insti-

al ‘élection. .
e $5,000
Other PACs, such as those affili-
L pol : i ttee;
— about 8 percent,
said “an even more serious prob-
Members of the House and Senate
and ‘influence within the Congress -
“It's a political IOU “system run
tution of Congress.”
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becduse she’s a woman, then Gloria O'Dell
wants the Kansas senator to say so.

ising to rebiiild Florida’s Homestead Air Force

Responding to the statements that she’s
Base, destroyed by Hurricane Andrew. The

vague on her positions, O'Dell said, ‘‘That's

s St i O’Dell urges

‘The other proposal O'Dell announced this L D ..le to oppose N AF TA

“If it's because I'm a part of their strategy. Bob Dole hasn’t been in reconstruction will use up any savings from  week was restoring tax breaks for some » -
ks o 15 becn e T Kansas to see ve been talking about issues, other bases targeted for closure, she sald. She "~ wha put money into individual retiremmnt ot 2oLV ICHITA - U.S. Senate candi- {{ glgis day, rete 1 Topeks aa i,
2y its because I'ma The question s, why isn't he talking about said she wants to know what Dole has to say counts. g Gloria O'Dell challenged Sen. | o ' R O'Dell said NAFTA also w
m'er 7 Demmﬂcw issues? about Bush's ‘‘emotional response” to the hur- Dole’s office said the proposal would amount" m“]?‘m' R-Kan., to refute econo- have ominous conseque iy
challr -etmendaym y Dole should be addressing why the govern- ricane. i .~ toa tax break for the wealthy, but O'Dell said. | 1%t Projections of Bandreds of Kansas farmers, - o 0F
during a campaign ment’s deficit rose from less than $100 billion I response to the federal deficit, 0'Dell said the plan would affect 13.5 million middle class to "Mexi o ““ﬁ" foving: ‘B NAFTA would in i
Dole oy when Ronald Reagan became president in 1981 she would look at areas that cost much, buthurt  workingpeople. s m;f:;eg the N"’:. American L of lower-priced m’:&ﬂm{h
the m’mmmm,h’t m”e o W‘m billion now, she said. During that ' the economy, for example, some of the tax A similar plan has passed the Senate Finance | “Pruiduntgrgz:':n c’]’ “‘:!ﬁﬁ‘d“;h ricultural produets and could xg
B o St wank 4o g » Republicans controlled the Senate for six ~revisions of the 1980s. The new tax codes gave  Committee, she said. ~* agreement will increase the num. srease the 70 percent share |of
e : yeun,andfnrtwpotthnseyeu's,l}olom loopholes to special interest groups and weal-  She also deflected comments that her ideas+ ber of jobs in the United States” Mexico's imported wheat market
va Bmut O'Ddllm'ﬁma R . Mm Iﬂﬂﬂ?' S i : thy individuals and corporations shesald. were borrowed from Democratic presidential - 0'Dell said Thursd y durlbg s i ﬂ{pldy owned by Canada, she said.
<ot oo v crer, week, O'Dell outlined pro- . The tax codes also provide incentives for  candidate  Bill Clinton. i . ;.ieonrerenee outside a state unem- 1 chai[ange Sen. Dole to act'in
ihe also : d.  posals for creating jobs, which included industry tolocate in other countries, she said. - “I' think Bob Dole’s pattern has been to . 'ployment office in Wichita. “How E g e the best interests of Kansas farm-
 She said cor are asking for 8  money pared from the defense budget to en- O'Dell supports a capital gains tax bt “Bush administrat s AFTA . _sconomic Policy Institute es- ers and workers and Presi
 public discussion of issues, and they recognize courage corporate research, fayorite project ot Buush, But et aid 1t sot mwm&um whenhoopmne " trend M-OmﬂnsA ing American Jobe? lise ofpor AL TA would cause the dent Bush's demand that the Sen
:&?’h‘mtm%‘“.“"“ the best op- . “Weneed to be decisive and come up witha not be a “massive application of trickledown” door, helooks for someone behindit. - ,/In that time. 500,000 ity Jobs ol R o i bante OB arth -
y - % - dags SRRSO S MR- O 10008, 8 for : 4 ghye r "0
S dang, D o i g S iy S i e Ui i e S S L o O S B e e S Dl
|71 le's mare responsive to special interest  economy,” shesaid Wednesday, - thus creating more jobs and in rwork-  bre ) - {Ms. O'Dell, several : dole. fins odify it so that people are put .
| groups, the Bush administration and corporate Dde'so!ﬂeanldharplanmndy' hurt Kansas ~ers. l:lng ' M’l Tt ineune!u'mrk b Dl 1a pact of od Bsia # Democrat, said the several phione calls made to Dole_ first in foreign policy.” . _p_ut

Interests than he is to the people of Kansas, she” military bases, but O'Dell said Wednesday that Wmmnmmmmu ﬁ?'“ FARTER TS 8 e o8 '
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