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~ Hutchinson.Mayor Joan Schrag straightens:Seén. Bob
Dole’s tie minutes before he was to speak 1o a roomful of

Dole remains mum on re-election p

By Duane Schrag
The Hutchinson News

Sen. Bob Dole still isn't saying
whether he will run for re-
election, but he said Wednesday
he might make an announce-
ment within a couple of weeks.

“I'm not trying to be coy
about it,” Dole told an audience
of civic leaders and public offi-
cials that filled the city-
commission chambers to over-
flowing. "It will be fairly soon.”

Dole spent about 45 minutes

the

updating interested city resi-
dents on what is happening in
Washington. He arrived in
Hutchinson shortly —after 10
a.m., on his- way from Kansas
City to Wichita.

He said he was in the area, in
part because his brother “isn't
feeling well."

The most serious problem
facing the nation continues to be
$3.6 trillion
($3,500,000,000,000) federal
deficit, but Congress once again

seems unwilling -to address it
honestly. oy R B

“It seems to me politics has
taken over,” Dole said, noting
that the Senate finance com-.

- mittee is going to look for ways

to cut taxes. “Politics is goin
dictate what we do, even if it is
wrong.”

He said that the economy did -
need to be rejuvenated but that
he suspected the proposed ‘in-
centives would be too small to
do anything other than add to
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- Minority position

Dole just
may call

makes job less fun

By The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Bob Dole did
more with less in the last session of

Congress, extricating his party from

White House-made difficulties

on

civil rights and unemployment ben-

efits.
But the Re-

ing Republican
And if his party "
lost still more

“
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Wednesday mo

Mayor Joan Schrag “fn-
troduced Dole at the meeting
and thanked him for helping se-

‘cure federal financing for a

proposed K-96 bypass around
the city’s west side. . =
Dole explained that money
would come from federal gas-
oline-tax revenues but that the
money would pay for only 80
percent of the project.
-_During his talk...D_oIemt,ouchtfd
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Senator’s tinkering
B Vg b
. WASHINGTON — In a last-minute maneu-

ver on-the Senate floor, Sen. Bob-Dole last
month  bypassed . Kansas

~ in special highway funds should be spent in
Kansas. ' oo

After the final passagé of the $151 billion
federal transpoitation:bill, Dole announced he
had added two Kansas projects just before the
Senate vote. : -

$48 million be spent to build a new

on @ wide variety of i.sues. Here is
 sitpling of his comments:
@ On Sen. Nancy Kassebaum —
- like Ivory soap — 99.9 per-
val rating. I wouldn't
int, to run against her.”
' @ On David Duke — “David Duke
is a disaster. He's going to bring
out the worst in. everyone. He's
racist ... I wish he were running on
the other ticket.” '
® On Pat Buchanan — "“If the
economy picks up, he will be for-
gotten. YaSRAEOL oY 4
® On President Bush — “If the
economy picks up, he will be strong
again, e
® On John Sununu — “I remem-
ber what happened to me in New
Hampshire because of  Sununu.
John Sununu ¢alled me and asked
me if I would call George Bush and
try to save him. And I did. I re-
member what he did to me in New

Hampshire."

@ On Mario Cuomo — 'He can't
make up his mind what day it is.”

# On The Kansas City Times'
series detailing problems with the
agriculture department — “I don't
know if it is all true. Probably not,
but we're going to check it out.” If
it is true, changes will have to be
made, he added.

® On the economy — “The re-
covery isn't too whipIy."

® On the peace dividend — "I
hope Congress doesn’t get in such a
big rush to disarm America that we
get into trouble.”

® On federal programs in Kansas
— “We are trying to get our fair
share, Or more,” -

® On federal mandates — “It's

called a mandate. It's the same as a
tax on your business."

® On the effect of federal man-
dates on business — Congress has
found the one group not in bank-
rﬂﬂtﬁy and is trying to do some-
thing about it.

® On Congress — “Congress is in

' recess. To me, that ought to be
good news to everyone here.”
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Dole sees iobaSPuShingBush’ s goals

And the House minority leader,
M.Wn.mmldmlm)

clals and decided himself where $70 million

A Dole amendment directed a total of .

millions to Kansas projects [

between U.S. 50 and K-96 in Hutchinson. In
addition, Dole added directing
$56.2 million to be used to widen U.S. 81 to a
four-lane highway from Believille -to the Ne-
braska. border. . T

The announcement caught state officials by '
surprise. Neither Hutchinson nor Belleville
was among the state’s priorities in the first
tion gfn'th;!:z K?msm e TH

p of Transpor-

tation Mike Johnston. :
... But Johnston was even more  surprised

{spend their

' without restriction, Johnston said.

/Y '
; ects — I'm just

“pi not certaln we'd | v cetaln wed make
make the same decision | decision at the same time f1at Set

| Dole would about how and Where to
spend the money,” he said. -

where to
money.”
Johnston

. Dole would about
e ,

Mi

“Clearly Hutchinson and Belle-
ville are priorities for Sen. Dole.”

A spokesman for Dole said that
he aimed the funds at projects in
Kansas that weren't
money in-the first stage of the state
highway plan or the federal high-
way bilL

“Just because KDOT put out a list
doesn’t mean that is the only project
that should get money — everyone
has a list, but that doesn’t mean we

have to agree with it” )
press aide Walt leern' L

The state already has ect
under way widening U.S. 81 to Con-
cordia. Before Dole added his
amendments, the highway bill also
included $7 million to widen U.S, 81
from Concordia to Belleville, as well
as $24 million for the Hutchinson in-
terchange,

Since the Dole amendment dir-
ects all the Kansas reimbursement
money to the Hutchinson and Belle-
ville projects, the two major urban
areas, Wichita and Kansas City, may

 not get the same share

all you could do is frustrate the |
majority. You couldn’t deal with-
them. You could frustrate them, dragis

you'dhavetodo.”

““You wouldn’t have much impact?
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New Hampshire. Republican sen-
ators say he gives them no hint
either, ;

Generally Dole the 1 tive
leader has much less ofefﬂ:harp
tongue, on almost any subject, than
Dole the candidate. It’s more re-
el et

p? he terribly enjoys
being minority leader, and he en-
joyed it less in the last year or two,”
said Sen, Warren B. Rudman of New
Hampshire, Dole’s diehard ally in the
1068 primary there.

Pushing the administration’s view
was a more satisfying job for Dole as
majority leader in 1085 and 1886. But
the 1986 elections put the Republic-
ans in the minority, and their num-
bers shrank in 1988 and 1850,

After November's election of Har- -

| ris Wofford in Pennsylvania, the

Republicans were stuck on the short
end of a 57-43 balance in the Senate.
“I'd like to b majority leader,”

- Dole said. “Obviously you never

know around this place, there can be
big sweeps, but I don't think that's
going to happen in '92, so I wouldn
want to lose any seats,” i
With still fewer seats, ‘‘you'd still
have to make the same fights,”” he

or  said. But the outcome would be ob-
' said
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“The strongest position would be to be
majority leader when the other guy is in
charge downtown, and then you can pretty

well bring things to a halt around here.”

— Sen. Bob Dole

But Dole also worked to keep Dan-
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party who thought that would be
great issue, we shouldn't drop it.”
civil rights, Dole had no legis-
to grind, though an inven-
Shea, kept
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probably did as much as Dole to get
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“Areas like Wichita are for the
first time guaranteed funding for

' their projects — that's not guaran-
_teed to other g

areas of the state,”
Riker said. “And this bill has much

- more flexibility so that states have
-much'idﬂ‘mnsaofoppmmt:

move money around where they

m m”'
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