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Bob Dole used to pass out pineapple juice at
. hisrallies, saying his name was hardly a :

household word. It is now, and the households
. stretch from Canada to Mexico, Maine to

. arrogant, a challenging trial to those around
him. Yetheis one of the keenest witsin
~Washington, a master of the one-liner who
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on one of the
longest and, to
Democrats,

most entertaining feuds in Congress:

The one between Senate Republi-
can Leader Bob Dole of Kansas and
House }le(;;)garn;:‘n Whip Newt Gin-

ch o
grl. Dole on Gingrich: “The Gin-
grich who stole Christmas.”

B Gingrich on Dole: “A pre-Rea-

Republican.”
gm; Doe?: on Gingrich: “Just cut tax-
es — if that isn't the easiest cop-out
ever. Newt knows better.”

W Gingrich on Dole: “Sen. Dole
placed a higher value on not being
in session. I
placed a high-
er valufe 'g;)
fighting for
cuts and fight-
ing for eco
nomic growth.”

This is not
the sort of col-

leglality usual- [
lt:fv'mesen the No. } 4
Gingrich

1 Senate Re-
the No. 2
House Republican. But to many ob-
servers, it suggests more than just
policy differences.

“There's all kinds of basis for an-
tagonism between these two, includ-
ing the fact they are in different
houses of Congress, from different
political generations and take very
different approaches to  getting
things done,” says Thomas Mann, a
scholar at the. Bookings Institution.

“But from watching them, some-
times it just looks like they hate one
another,” Mann said.

Hill and trying to explain congres-
sional . reality to the country,” Gin-
grich added.

Dole, meanwhile, bristles at the
role of the old-fashioned insider.

They hit a new level of animosity

when Gingrich called Dole “the tax
collector for the welfare state” back |
in 1984 — a crack that still causes
the Kansas Republican to sizle
when talking about supply-siders, his
staff sa 3 ’

“I hayv?én‘t mnet.m'; mppg::dg
miracles happen yet. To me
smoke and mirrors,” Dole said this
week, noting that Gingrich and his
crowd won't make tough calls on

nding cuts.
sp"3'To nrgy view, if we had addressed’
the deficit in the 1980s, we wouldn't
be in this problem today,” Dole said.
“We have to make hard choices. We
can't always be running up the little
tax-cut flag."

Once, they had a public quarrel
over who was most faithful to Israel.

Gingrich called a press confer-
ence in 1990 and accused golgoolt.'
making derogatory comments abou
the American Jewish community
and questioned Dole’s proposals for
redistributing some of the aid now

ing to Israel. .

Dole fired back in a letter: “Of
course, you are free to hold what-
ever views you want ... but normal-
ly, if I disagree with a fellow Repub-
lican, I speak to them privately,
instead of holding a press confer-
ence.”

That same year, after Dole and
other congressional  negotiators
reached a tentative budget agree-
ment, Gingrich backed out and tor-
pedoedtheplanattheiastmlnute

measures to help the handicapped.

A crippled war veteran, he has beena
leader in veteran’s legislation and has beena
leading voice for a strong national defense.

absolutely right.

Heis a steadfast champion of education.
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Horrified at the possibility, Sen. Nancy
Kassebaum urged him publicly to run. She is

Kansas needs him right where he is.
— Topeka Capital-Journal

Many anxiously await Dole’s re-election decision

ASHINGTON - People are ner-
vous about Bob Dole. One of the

prime topics here is whether the -

four-term senator and Republican leader
from Kansas will seek re-election in 1992.

“We've had calls from all over — New
York, California, everywhere, from people
who are very concerned that Senator Dole
might not run again. They are saying, ‘Tell
the senator to run again, the country needs
him,’ " said Pamela Rucker, who works in
Dole’s press office at the Capitol.

For now, Dole isn't committing. He said
recently that he might announce his plans
“before the new year," Rucker said.
‘“Everyone here is a little on edge.”

Republicans in both the U.S. House and
Senate are being asked to convince Dole to
run for a fifth consecutive term in the U.S.
Senate,

‘““There is no doubt that Kansas needs Bob
Dole in Washington,'’ said Nancy Kas-
sebaum, his friend and Kansas colleague.
“‘But Congress needs Bob Dole, too —es-
pecially the Republicans.”

Dole served eight years in the House before
he was elected to the Senate in 1968. Total
service in Washington, 30 years. That’s along
time. Last summer, speculation about Dole’s
candidacy increased when he repeatedly de-
clined to say whether he would seek another
term.

Inlate August, after « whirlwind month-
long Kansas tour, he seemed invigorated and
in grand spirits; speculation that he might
not run again virtually ceased.

But in November, things changed. Presi-
dent Bush started bashing Congress, in-
cluding his own Republicans. His popularity
was in a free fall. In a Senate election in
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“There is no doubt
that Kansas needs Bob
Dole in Washington.
But Congress needs
Bob Dole, too.”

—Sen. Nancy Kassebaum

Pennsylvania, Democrat Harris Wofford
upset former U.S. Attorney General Richard
Thornburgh, a Republican. This was taken as
the first clear signal that Republicans who
had carried water for Bush were not so
popular as once thought. Thornburgh, once
considered a shoo-in, in three weeks man-
aged tolose a 20-point lead in the polls and,
ultimately, the election.

A disturbed Dole soon was saying he might

not seek re-election if it appeared the Senate
Republican minority would be further eroded

- inthe 1992 elections. The Democrats now hold

a 57-43 majority. Republican hopesfor a
takeover have all but vanished, and are now
replaced by the anxiety that at least six of
their incumbents might lose in 1992.

Thisis a far cry from 1984, when Republic-
ans won control of the Senate 54-46. With that

election, Senate minority leader Howard

Baker became the majority leader, a position
described at the time as ‘‘the second most-
powerful job in Washington.” But Baker °
accepted appointment by president Reagan
as White House chief of staff and Dole was
elected majority leader in 1985. Since then, he
has held the leadership confidence of Senate
Republicans and continues asminority -
leader. Inthe last three congressional elec-
tions, the net Republican decline in the Sen-
atehasbeen eight seats. * ./

_ Many more losses, Dole said last month,
and Republicans’ remaining influence in the
Senate will all but disappear. The prospects
make private life — or a different kind of
public life— seem a bit more enticing, -

Observers in Washington still find it hard to
believe that Dole would leave public service
altogether. The grueling government sched-
ule and often thankless chores seem to ener-
gize the man. Life as a Washington attorney
(lobbyist) or as a consultant donot seemto.
match his hunger for action. .

But some observers envision Dole away .
from Capitol Hill as an ambassador-at-large
for the government, perhaps asaroving
troubleshooter, a negotiator, an adviser for
the administration — perhaps any adminis-
tration.

Kassebaum agrees, reluctantly, but pre-
fersthat Dole stay in the Senate “where wé
need him. i

“BobDole's value in Washingtonishis
ability to bring moderates and conservatives_
together, his talent for arranging com- v
promise among the different factions that,
without his leadership, threaten to run wild
here,” she said. 5
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By The Assoclated Press
The political network in Kansas and on
. Capitol Hill is buzzing about what once was
& Malmost unthinkable: a Congress without Bob
e.

Dole, 68, says he hasn’t decided whether to
| seek re-election in 1992 to- another six-year
term. But there's increasing talk in political
“circles about the possibility of his retirement,

“‘Obviously if for some reason he decides not
to (run again), it's going to be a dramatic
moment. It will send the seismograph needle
right off the charts,” said Sen. Nancy Kas-
sebaum, his Republican colleague.

Dole said he may make a decision by the end
of the year.,

Several months ago, Dole said he was leaning
toward running again. But now he’s looking at
GOP chances for the '92 elections before decid-
ing what to do. He's hinted of retirement if it

'Speculaﬁo

appears Republicans might suffer severe elec- .

tion losses.

Democratic Rep. Dan Glickman of Wichita is
widely expected to run for the Senate if Dole
doesh’t seek another term. And that, political

- observers say, could affect Dole’s decision.
- “What just might keep him from doing it

f——

-
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would retain Dole’s seat.”

“It would be a blow to the Republican Party in the
immediate sense, because it is not a given that they

— William Schneider, analyst

(retirement) is the belief that Glickman will
replace him. I don’t think he wants to turn his
seat over to Dan Glickman and the Demo-
crats,” said Thomas Mann, director of gov-
ernmental affairs at the Brookings Institution.

Meanwhile, Kassebaum and others already
.are pondering what it would mean for Kansas,
the Senate and even President Bush if Dole
decides to end a congressional career that
began with his election to the House in 1960.
Dole was elected to the Senate in 1968.

“It would be a blow to the Republican Party
in the immediate sense, because it is not a
given that they would retain Dole’s seat,” said
William Schneider, an analyst at the American
Enterprise Institute.

“The immediate result is it would demoralize
a lot of Republicans who are clinging to what-

ever hopes remain that they can make big
gains in 1992. That’s beginning to look less and
less likely.”

Democrats hold a §7-43 majority in the Sen-
ate. Twenty Democratic and 15 GOP seats in
the Senate are up for grabs in the '92 elections.

A Dole retirement will start a mad scramble
of candidates running for his seat. Jockeying
also will begin inside the Senate among Re-
publicans interested in succeeding Dole as the
GOP leader.

Dole, was majority leader in the Senate in
chamber, and has been Senate minority leader
since1987. -

Kassebaum and Schneider say Dole would be
sorely missed by Republicans in the Senate.

moderafea and conservatives,” Schneider
said. “That means they lose a figure who has a
kind of special stature, a special role in the

Kassebaum says Dole provides “a certain tie

that enables us to get something done in a

constructive way.”

“He is one who is able to take an issue and
shape it in a sound, sensible manner. That is
extremely as we tend to become
more divided within the party.”

The effect on Kansas of a Dole retirement?

*“It would be a big negative for Kansas," said
Burdett Loomis, a political science professor at
the University of Kansas.

‘‘He’s in on every major piece of the legisla-
tion that goes through the Congress,” he said.
“You might overstate his importance some-
what, but this is a guy with a tremendous
amount of clout.”

Loomis describes Dole as “‘one of the three or
four best legislators of the last 20 or 30 years, in
terms of getting things done, wanting to bring
things to fruition.”

Even' President Bush, assuming he wins a
second term in 1992, could feel the effects of a
Dole retirement, Kassebaum said.

' ‘'Hehas a unique ability to be trusted by both

ver Dole’s retirement
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Dole said he would bring up the
matter when he meets with the
?onesident this morning in Washing-

n. A

“I do think it would be good if he
spent some time on farm policy,”

Dole said. ' '

After Kansas Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Doyle Rahjes asked him about
the prospects for U.S. agriculture in
the trade talks, Dole said, “Agricul-
ture’s always the last thing to be
considered, and somehow we never
msoutwherewemouldlnthe

But if the ‘administration asks
Congress to approve a GATT accord
that tleavm agriculture short, “it
won't get approval in the Senate,”
Dole said. ;

A USDA official. who spoke at
Wednesday’s meeting said the Unit-
ed States could still come out a win-
ner with a lower reduction of Euro-
pean . subsidies, but- added that
Kansas farmers and grain industry
leaders needed to make their case
in Washington.

“We need to hear this” Charles
Bertsch, an agricultural attache with
the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Af- ;
fairs, said after his talk. “Now is the |
time for those concerns to be heard,
We're not going to sell Congress a
bad agreement.”

Bertsch said he was surprised by
the negative 'tone of some of the
questions and remarks he had
heard at the meeting, but said he
thought they reflected the frustra-
tion people felt from so many years
of trade negotiations that have not
yielded any results.

Grain industry representatives at
the meeting, held at the Wichita Hil-
ton, said the EC would have to cut
its subsidies by 70 percent or more
for U.S. agriculture — from produc-
ers to grain’ handlers and processors
— to benefit.

“Seventy percent as a minimum
is already giving in too much, but it
might be OK as long as it doesn't
include rebalancing,” said Terhaar
of the Feed Grains Council, refer-
ring to the raising of a trade barrier

to compensate for the lowering of
another,

't
Owen of Union Equity. = :
If it comes to that, he said, “US.
agriculture should stand up and say
the GATT is a failure.”
Terhaar put it this way: “What we
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