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| By MERRILL HARTSON
' The Associated Pre;s

WASHINGTON — Senate Republi-
can leader Bob Dole said Friday
that President Bush should “start
right now' on a
plan to resuscitate
the economy and

' questioned Bush's
endorsement of a
tax cut plan
pushed by House
GOP Whip Newt

. Gingrich.

“With Congress
out of town, it's all
his,” Dole said. “I
think this is a real
opportunity for President Bush be-
cause he is a single voice in Wash-
ington. He's got six weeks to demon-
strate leadership.”

In a telephone conference call
with reporters, the Kansas Republi-

Sen. Bob Dole
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Bush to wait until his

" State of the Union address in late

January to offer his ideas for solving
the nation's economic/problems.

Just a day after Bush reiterated
that strategy, Dole urged the presi-
dent to call congressional leaders to
the White House soon and said he
should “seek a consensus” on how to
spur business growth ‘and create
jobs.

At the same time, Dole said he
was puzzled by Bush's belated en-
dorsement of Gingrich’s plan, which

. the Georgia Republican advanced in

the waning days of Congress.
Gingrich called for a sharp cut in
the capital gains tax rate, to 20 per-
cent from 28 percent, and a tax cut
for people who make under $50,000
a year and earn interest on savings
accounts, After he won Bush’'s en-
dorsement, Gingrich pushed for Con-
gress to return after a Thanksgiving
recess and take up the proposals.

D-Wash., threatzned_ to do just*-that.

and said Democrats would be :pre-
pared to offer their own tax plans.

But Congress voted to adjourn until -
Jan. 3, subject to recall, and instead

scheduled a series of December
hearings on economic policy.

Dole defended Bush against accu-
sations he has flip-flopped on a host
of domestic’ policy issues.in recent
months, but did question one Bush
move.

Conceding that economic hard
times have caused ruptures within
the Republican Party, Dole said: “I
think the president probably went
too far in enthusiastically supporting
it (the Gingrich plan). I think the
presldent is in rough shape right
now.’

Dole said he and Bush still had a
good relationship and he wasn’t con-
sidering another run against Bush in
the presidential race.

—Staff writer Barbara Joseph
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fair, others complained the complicated formula pro-
vided fewer weeks of benefits ror some states than

others.

And more than one senator that
with a relatively low 4.7 peroa:twrg::of nnemploy—m
ment, showed up in the bill with a hefty 13 weeks of

new payments —

more than other states like Louisi-

ana, where unemployment was almost double;

can said he thought it would be a
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B-2 hopes realistic or ridiculous?

®m Dole says second
wing still alive; \,
Slattery calls it close
to impossible

By BARBARA JOSEPH
The Capital-Journal

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., said Fri-
day the idea for a second wing of the
B-2 stealth bomber was still alive
and he remained hopeful a Kansas
site would be chosen for it.

But Rep. Jim Slattery, D-Kan,,
called that statement ridiculous and
said any study of the former Forbes
Air Force Base as a potential site
for a second wing was a waste of
taxpayers’ money, based on his con-
versations with the U.S. Air Force.

“A lot of people are crowing inac-
curately about having killed the B-2
bomber,” Dole said in a telephone
conference with reporters from
Washington.

Dole said Congress this year
agreed to provide more than $3 bil-
lion for the production, research and
development, and testing of the B-2.

Dole said there was money in
place to produce 21 to 25 B-2s and
although House Democrats would

' Dole challenges Bush to ta

. WASHINGTON — Senate Repub-
lican leader Bob Dole said Friday
that President Bush should ‘“start
rlghtm#'onaplantoremmm;te

's

hold-that number down to 15, there
are still more than 20 B-2s ready to
assemble,

“That could put us over the hump
for this so-called second wing, a
wing I'm hopeful can be placed
somewhere in Kansas — at Forbes,
McConnell (Air Force Base in Wichi-
ta), or somewhere,” Dole said.

Slattery, reached in Topeka, said
Congress next year could authorize
production of up to 20 more B-2s,
but that wouldn't be enough for a
second wing. ’

“I think that Bob is being really
unrealistic in suggesting there’s, one,
going to be two wings of the B-2s,
and, two, any suggestion Forbes is
going to be site of the second wing,”
Slattery said. “Nothing is impossible
in Washington, but that’s about as
close as you-can get.”

Slattery said Congress this year
authorized the completion of 15 of
the bombers. And for the second
year in a row, Congress refused to
authorize production of any more B-
2s, he said. He said the chairman of
the House Armed Services Commit-
tee, Les Aspin, D-Wis., had called
this year’s action tantamount to ter-
mination of the B-2 program.

But Slattery predicted there will
be a very “hot and contentious” vote
in the spring on whether to build
more B-2s. He predicted President

ing the nation’s economic problems.
Just a day after Bush reiterated
that strategy, Dole urged the presi-
dent to call congressional leaders to
the White House soon and said he
should seek a consensus on how to
jng business gmwth and create
0

ed by House GOP Whip Newt
Bingricn

“With Congress out of town, it’s all
his,” Dole said. “I think this is a real

was puzzled by Bush's belated en-
dorsement of Gingrich's plan, which

House Speaker Thomas S. Foley,

Bush would propose additional cuts
in the Pentagon's budget, which will
make it it difficult to justify more
B-2 production.

Slattery said announcements ear-
lier this year that Forbes was being

contributed to this report.

considered as a second wing site
were designed to put préssure on
him to back off from his opposition
to the bomber. Slattery said the
plane was unneeded, too expensive

and inadequately tested.
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a Thanksgiving recess and take up
the proposals.
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sations he has flip-flopped on a host
of domestic policy issues in recent
months, but did question one Bush
move.
Conceding that economic hard
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Union address in late January to
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times have caused ruptures within

But Congress voted to adjourn until
Jan. 3, subject to recall if necessary,
and instead scheduled a series of
- December hearings on economic
policy.
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the Republican Party, Dole said: “I
think the president probably went
too far in enthusiastically supporting
it (the Gingrich plan). ... I think the
president is in rough shape right
now.”
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Dole, teigned ‘surprise when told of Gﬁ'ﬂdmsxﬂ

“I didn’t hear that statement ., .. but I would llave
plimented -him,” Dolejoted."We’re .0
have 13 more weeks of unemployment in :
Afterwards, Dole said it was
ers who juggled the formula so that Kansas and four

———— other states got a bétter deal in the

‘actually House lead-

{ final bill. But as Conrad, other mem-

— . I bérs of the Senate and constituents

back home know, Dole is not shy
about exercising his considerable
clout when he decides to prncure
federal dollars for Kansas.

‘And while some complaln
Dole is helping himself to the ’.‘mt
barrel — and the publicity that goes
with the grants he inserts in bills —
no one denies that the senior sena-
tor from Kansas is deft at directing
millions back home. ;

!For instance, over the weekend
Dple and other senators drew the
ire of Sen. Sam Nunn, D-Ga., head

of the Senate Appropriations Com-
| mittee, for special projects that sud-
'dénly turned up in the defense ap-
| propriations bill. Dole had placed
$7.6 million for Kansas State Univer-
sity into the bill in a House-Senate
conference committee, *
. 'The $7.6 million will help finance
a new aircraft maintenance and pi-
lot training program on K-State's Sa-
lina campus. = -

‘Without a hearing or a vote be-
fdre a committee in either house of

| Congress, Dole and about a ‘dozen
|other senators had managed to
place the K-State program and 'other
special projects in the massive de-
fénse spen bill — and made
certain they could not be stripped
from it.

‘“What makes this most objection-
able is the explicit direction by the
conferees to waive existing federal
statutes that require these type of
awards to be made on the basis of a
fair and open competition,” Nunn
said on the Senate floor. §

“In fact the appropriation confer-
ence report specifically prohibits
competition for this $94.6 million in
funding that is being directed to. 16
colleges and universities in just 12
@tﬂ- ”

" Dole defends the project as a de-
fense-related training center that
will have pay-offs for the state and
Ior aviation. “This outstanding Sali-

na project is a sound investment in
the future. It will bring the latest
-tech aviation education to our
te, along with the latest technol-
ogythatstudeniswﬂlgetthebealn
training and handson learning,”
Dole said.

Five years ago, Dole and six other
senators created a similar uproar
with a provision in an emergency
spending bill that directed the Pen-
tagon to bypass its usual competitive
bid process for research and instead
award $55.6 million directly to 10
colleges and universities — includ-
ing Wichita State and K-State.

“Dole placed several projects in
spending bills this year for Kansas,
projects that also skipped the com-
‘mittee hearing and review process.’
In one |Interior bill, Dole inserted
$950,000 for improvements at Wil-
son Lake — the site where he asked
the National Park Service to review
ds a pomible National Recreation

Area.
_ ¢ Another bill carried $9.9 million
for a major remodeling project at

| the Federal Courthouse in Wichita.
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'Top GOP senator critiques government

Dole urges Bush to confront economy
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Session helped Kansas, senator says j

The Assoclated Press | the he said.
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