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“If we're going to be down in the 30s

" ,Staff and wire reports

WASHINGTON - — Senate  Minority
Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., said Friday that
the potential for Re-
ublican losses in the
gemte in the 1992 elec-
tions would play a role
in whether he sought
another term next year.

Dole said he had no s
timetable for announc- [
ing !whether he wouldjg
run ' for re-election, but
he hinted he might not
if he thought Republi- Dole -
cans would suffer substantial losses in
1992.

TRe Balina Journat |

.. ByWAYNELAUGESEN .
Journal Staff Writer Gk
Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole
on Wednesday secured $56.2 million
to make US. 81 a four-lane express-

”DOIO

2

" Democrais now hold 5743 majority

"In the

. ©1991 The Wichita Esgle and Beacon Publishing Co.

unmployment bedeﬁrs_'or  certainly be his last six-year term in the

hnelyphoeto hang whether it's the Thomas nomination.”  Senate. Dole, 68, first won election to
nate, it’s important to control  the Senate : et
least 41 votes in order to continue a I don'
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certain that if it's going to be a minority,  If the number of Republican senators sylvania. Republican Dick Thornburgh

we're going to be a viable minority and  would drop
have some influence on policy,” Dole GOP minority would become “a side-
said. show.”

into the 30, Dole said, the Is running against Democratic Sen. Har:
ris Wofford. :

Wofford was appointed to the Senate

“ like to get involved in policy,  Dole also said that if he did run and to replace the late Sen. John Heinz, a

whether it's the civil rights bill, or win reelection in 1892, it would almost

Republican who was

7an air-

summer poll.

Dole made his comments in a tele-
phone: news conference with - Kansas
broadcasters and newspapers.
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“If we're going to be down in the 30s
next year, 80 some Republicans, this
would be a pretty lonely place to hang
around,” Dole said. :

Dole made his comments in a telephone

. news conference with Kansas broad-
casters and newspapers.

Democrats now hold a 57-48 majority in
the Senate. There are 20 Democratic seats
and 14 GOP Senate seats at stake in-the
1992 elections. b

“I'm ‘not prophetic,” Dole said. “I may
not be able to pick:them all. But I want to
make certain that if it's going to be a
minority, we're going to be a viable mi-
nority and have some influence on policy.

it's the civil-rights bill, or whether it's
unemployment benefits or whether it's the
Thomas nomination.”

In the Senate, it is important to control
at least 41 votes to continue a filibuster,
which is a common tactic of trying to
prolong debate to kill or change legisla-
tion.

To stop a filibuster takes a three-fifths
majority, or 60 votes.

If the number of Republican senators
would drop into the 80s, Dole said, the
GOP.minority would become a sideshow.

Dole also said that if he did run and win
re-election in 1992, it would almost cer-

GOP outlook to influence Dole re-el

ection decision

ernor of Pennsylvania and resigned as
U.S. Attorney General to run for the |
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Senate. Dole, 68, first won election to the

Senate in 1968.

“I don't know what I'm going to do, bt = Senate seat.

it won't be more than another term what-

ever happens,” Dole said.

running against Democratic Sen. Harris summer poll.

Wofford.

Wofford was appointed to the Senate to
replace the late Sen. John Heinz, a Repub-
lican who was killed in an airplane acci-

dent. .

Rep. Dan Glickman, D-Kan., has been
looking at a race for Dole’s seat in 1992.

Glickman said that he, too, was un-
decided but that he probably would make |
his intentions known before the end of the
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“I like to get involved in policy, whether = tainly be his last six-year term in the
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Thornburgh is a former two-term gov- year,
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Dole still undecided abbut 92 race

By HARRIS NEWS SERVICE

Even after traveling through 105

Kansas counties, Sen. Bob Dole
hasn’t made up his mind about the
10892 Senate race.
--Dole, Kansas’ senior.senator and'
the ‘Senate’s Republican minority
leader, said earlier this fall he.
would make a decision shortly after
touring the state. That tour con-
cluded two weeks ago.

‘Friday, the Russell native said
official business had kept him too
busy to make a decision.

“I haven't made any plans,” Dole
said during his regular weekly
telephone press conference. “I'm
not stalling. I just haven’t made any
plans. We've been pretty busy here.

I'll probably have to do that one of
these days. I'm running out of ex-
cuses.”

Dole said he is weighing several

factors, including the possible

makeup of the Senate after the.

election. He:said he would be reluc-
tant to serve if so few Republicans
were in the Senate that they would
only serve as a token opposition

“I'm going to look at the Penn-
sylvania race very closely. I can tell
you that,” he said. ‘I want to see if
we are going to pick up seats, If we
are going to be down in the 30s next
year — 30-some of Republicans —
this would be a pretty lonely place
to hang around. I'm going to take a

ing of business and industry,

Dole was in frequent contact
Wednesday with Merle Miller, pub-

lisher of the Belleville Telescope and
former president of the Pan Ameri-

ciation was formed by Miller’s father

in 1911 to work toward the construc-
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tion of a four-lane highway to run
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million added

s & “ﬁaﬂgl ion for .| | determined
in. Huchinson con--

m"&‘i'n'gﬁs..m...n.qz he said.

“I'hope Merle Miller andIlivel
enoughtoseeit,”Dolesaid, -
. US. 81 from Minneapolis to Wa-
tertown, S.D.,, is the only stretch of
the Pan American Highway that |
remains two lanes.

Dole SéCl,ufeS P

giving

o
e or federal
dollars to Kansas, but that's part of

But the moriey would have even-

The Kansas funding in- | | ~had oot amented the petren i 0%
. cluded in the transportation Dole said the $73.8 million is money
~ fundingmeasurels | | thefederal government owes Kansas

M $56.2 million for: U.S. : Futeg
81 ,::'I_:‘riluglnaﬁiﬁ“.' e R e
deuday. : mmﬁeﬂgﬂ,mmdtheamomtis
through many variables,

including $24.4 million ap- f;g;?g;twm tg: meey
proved earlier and $24.4 _back to the ﬂhlﬂu‘“muma big Ve gone

million added Wednesday. pool of money,” Dolesaid.
) lwetioarmeS o althetime,
I o .- and it's been in need of improve-

look at all these potential racé, not
that I’'m prophetic. I might not be

"able to pick them all.”

Dole said that if he ran for Senate
in 1992 and won, he thought it would
be his last term in Congress.

Dole said the Pennsylvania race
between Sen. Harris Wofford, D-
Pa., and former U.S. attorney gen-
eral Dick Thornburgh is important.

Early on, Thornburgh had a 44-
point lead in the polls over Wofford.
Now, political analysts say Tues-
day’s election is too close to call.

Rep. Dan Glickman, D-Kan., has
been considering a race for Dole’s
seat in 1992. Glickman said he, too,
was undecided but probably would
make his intentions known before

The Topeka Topeka Capital-Joutnal,, Wednesday, Noversber 27, 1937
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Highway bill earmarks

‘$1.3 billion for Kansas

The Associated Press

the end of the year.

“If Wofford, who was an un-
known, beats Thornburgh, that does
two things,” Glickman said. ‘‘One,
it makes it virtually impossible for
the Republicans to take the Senate
next time. But also sends a pro-
found message to the president that
people do not like the direction the
country is moving in economic
terms. You know America is slip-
ping in the world.”

Glickman said he would make his
decision on whether to run for Sen-
ate or for re-election in the House
independent of Dole’s decision. But
he acknowledged that a decision by
Dole to run would change the com-
plexion of any race.

bypass in Hutchinson, It will provide
' a new connection between US-50 and

WASHINGTON — Kansas would Kansas 96. The full cost of the proj-
receive an estimated $1.3 billion in - ect.is estimated-at $48.8 million:
federal money for road and bridge @ $8.6 million for the West Leav-
projects.in the state under a six-year . enworth Trafficway in Leavenworth.
highway bill compromise nearing fi- The project calls for 3.1 miles of

nal approval Tuesday in Congress.

four-lane road on the western side of

Senate Minority.Leader Bob Dole, the city. A House-passed version
) " ; of
R-Kan, said the legislation would the bill provided $600,000.
provide an average of $216 million a B $7 million for widening US-81 to

year to Kansas for highway work.

four lanes from north of Concordia

During the past five years, Kansas heading to Belleville.
received about $735 million in high- Dole said five other projects in

way aid for an average of $147 mil- Kansas would receive money in the i
- compromise bill, but his office was |

lion a year.

The measure, which was worked unable to provide the amounts, All
out by House and Senate negotiators, of these projects were included in
will provide Kansas with an estimat- the highway bill passed in October
ed $73 million over six years for by the House, Among them are:

special projects.

M An east-west bypass in the Law-

The current federal highway pro- ‘rence area. The 25-mile proi
gram expired at the end of Septem- 'for new' road oﬁmﬁﬁcﬂll}:r:j'::tlic;lnlf

ber, which stopped the flow of feder- 'provements of ‘existing roads. The i

al road'money to the states.

House bill provided $3.9 million,

According to Dole, here is a list of '@ The Oakland Express
individual highway projects in Kan- East Topeka. The pro?ect 1‘: a: 512
sas earmarked for federal spending ' mile north-south bypass connecting

by the House bill:

US-24 and 1-470. The House bill pro-

B $24.4 million for a new highway - vided $7 million.
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'Democrats have not won a Senate elec-

: tion in Pennsylvania since 1962. But a
To get -an early indication of the GOP recent opinion dpoll by a. Pennsylvania

outlook, Dole said, he is closely watching newspaper foun

next week's Senate election in Pennsyl-

vania. Republican Dick Thornburgh is

Wofford virtually even
with Thornburgh, after trailing the Re-
publican by 44 percentage points in a

l |

| labor, medical, insurance, and grassroots organi-

care force ably chaired by the distinguished sena-

. grown. And the middle class is getting more and more

spite the best efforts of Republicans and Democrats

. higher and higher.

__business — because that’s what those pay or play pro-

- GOP Health Care Bill
One year ago, Senate Republicans formed a health

tor from Rhode Island, Senator Chafee.

- No doubt about it, healthcare is at the top of the list
when it comes to national priorities. Several months
ago, I predicted that health care would be the number
one issue in the 1992'pre_sidentlal'campai?n ,and ﬁdegmg _
by the intenslfy!.:llﬁ.ft»cus on health care, it fooks my
prediction is coming true. 1 :

Every American knows firsthand that health care
costs have run amok. The number of uninsured has

concerned about the security and affordability of health
care. When I read recent polls indicating that 90 percent
of the American people feel our health care system
needs fundamental change, I believe it. ;

It always has been a priority issue with those of us
from rural states where access to quality care is be-
coming more and more challenﬁtn%, and in some places
almost impossible. Let’s face it, healthcare is not an
issue that suddenly po up this week. I have been
immersed in this issue throughout the course of my ca-
reer in public service, as have many others in this

chamber.
The No. 1 Priority in Kansas

I have just completed a year-long tour of all 105
counties in sas. After hundreds of town me‘_etin%g
and visits with Kansas officials, I can tell the Sena
today that health care is the priority concern in my
home state. That unanimous message does not come as
any surprise, but it does underscore the fact that de-

uring the past decades, the problem remains. :
Reform proposals to revamp the current system
are in no short supply — there’s plenty of access to
them. My latest count is 24. There’s also been a flood of
reform proposals that have poured out of business,

zations. :
__ But conventional wisdom among government and
industry experts says that meaningful, comprehensive
reform is at least three to five years away.
glhlat’s blolcl;in fa?;tgion? el e
ere’s alot o er-pointing going on right now.
Democrats point to the White House. 0&181‘8 point to a
Democrat-controlled Congress. Doctors point to the
lawyers. Insurance companies point to wasteful hospi-
tals and doctors who charge too much. Small business
points to the insurance companies. Interest groups
oint to the lack of consensus. Everyone talks about
ow complex the issue-is. And meanwhile, the Ameri-
can people watch in frustration as their coverage dwin-

dles, or even disappears in some cases, and costs_ go

¢y

it A Bill That Can Become Law ., ... iuoa
It’s time to stop pointing fingers — there’s plenty.of
blame to go around — and it’s time to reall{m 0 some-
thing. I don’t mean it’s time to just talk about do
something. I mean it’s time to introduce a bill that
actually pass — that will have the support of the presi-
dent and Congress — from members on both sides —
and that will become law. : :
My Republican colleagues and I have introduced
bill that I tﬁmk has a fighting chance of doing just that.

For the past ﬁenar, our Republican task force met
every week searching for ways to curb the ever-rising
health care costs, and to expand access for the millions
of Americans now without insurance.

: discussions have been frank and comprehen-
sive. Did we agree on every point? Of course not. Have
we solved the crisis? Not completely. But what we have
done is put together a meaningful package that will
improve health care for Americans.

- We must remember, comprehensive, sweeping re-
form is going to take some time. Anyone who says it will
happen overnight is going to be very disappointed.
Incentives vs. Cripp! dates and Employer Taxes

The financial resources to restructure the system
are just not there. Simply put, the government is broke.
And most of the states are running in the red as well.
That’s why the Democrats keep talking about taxing

posals really are — a tax on business.

If it’s America’s intention to bankrupt the em-
ployers of our nation, particularly small employers,
some of which are already operating on the margin —
then the Democrats’ bill is the right solution. Or if it’s
our intention to ravage the economy and force le
out of work — then the proposals we’ve seen come for-
ward by the Democrats are the right solution. o
But, I doubt that is what most Americans want fo’
Our goal is to curb runaway health care costs that
argd consunmlgt ing more and more of our gross national
product. . ; &

Our goal is a health care system accessible fo all
Americans. ' :

And our goal is to have health care reform that pre- -
serves the assets of our system — assets we often don’t
hear about — such as lleled high quality health
care T({;alive& biv,.ri gil::ral : th gnrgfgfsitgnals. e

e most ¢ element of the proposal before
you is the use of incentives versus mandgtes '

We continue to believe that, given the chance, small
business, the self-employed, many Mdividua]a, vl:lmll

see,

seek to protect themselves or their employees. Our

will do that through the use of tax credits and reforms in -
small market insurance. paiA ) I
~Additionally,
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