Sen. Dole
remains
optimistic

By BARRY MASSEY

Associated Press writer

WASHINGTON_ — Senate Minori-
ty Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., said
Friday he was optim:stic war can be
‘averted in the Per-
sian  Gulf, but
stressed that much
depended on up-
coming talks be-
tween the United
States and Iraq.

Secretary of
State James A.
Baker III is to |
meet next week in JEEE B :
Switzerland * with *Ea v
Iraqi Foreign Min- Sen. Bob Dole
ister Tariq Aziz.

Dole- said -the -talks -were critical
for ‘preventing war.

“If we don’t meet there will be no
discussions, and if there are no dis-
cussions, then we're probably going
to have a war,” Dole said in a tele-
phone news conference with Kansas
broadcasters.

Iraq announced Friday that Aziz
would meet with Baker on Wednes-
day in Geneva. Dole suggested that
such a meeting might lead to other
talks, possibly with Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein.

“I'm still optimistic. I still think it
can be avoided,” Dole said of the
outlook for war.“But it's going to
take some action on the part of Sad-
‘dam Hussein. He's 'got to move. He
can't have it both ways.”

A U.N. resolution authorizes the
use of military force if Iraq fails to
withdraw its occupation forces from
Kuwait by Jan. 15.

Dole said the Bush administration
shouldn’t view the deadline as
"doomsday" and must not rush the
decision to use military force,

“I think we've got to let the Amer-
ican people know and demonstrate
that we're going to try everything
we can to get 4 peaceful resolution
‘before somebody starts shooting,”
‘Dole said.

The senator said the American
~public-wasn’t “‘on board” and- fully
convinced yet of the need to use
military force in the Persian Gulf,
-but were moving toward that con-
clusion.

* “Every time the president makes | ==~~~

a gesture, every time he’s willing to

send Secretary of State Baker to |

talk with the Iraqis, that helps him
. and it brings more support from

the American people,” said Dole.

. He said Congress should have a

['period of restraint” for a week to

+10 days to avoid a divisive fight over

?eralan Gulf policy while the admin- -
ation talks with Iraq.

Congress ultimately must debate
iheguucmis Dole said, but it is
‘doubtful that lawmakers will quickly
adopt a resolution similar to the
"U.N. measure authorizing the use of

tary force. |
~ “But the thing we've got' to do is
ﬂlakeastand. And what I see now is
lot of talk and no votes, and I think _
ﬂ we're not going to vote, then we
't be talking until Jim Baker
1as met with Foreign Minlater

" said Dole.

6-A _The Topeka Capital-Joumal,
ﬂrs:an Gulf crlaa'a

Ir ot W RN i 15

7/

ungfent is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

) !ﬂﬂ s D l*{'l‘r.b}“ﬁ'm‘l

WASHINGTON — In the middle of

the fractious battles over the federal
budget last fall, when Republican sena-
tors were arguing in a tense closed-door
session, Republican leader Bob Dole ab-
ruptly interrupted the bickering.

“Well, maybe we ought to just elect a

new leader. Is that what you want to do
now?” 'Dole reportedly demanded.

The room fell silent, as the senators

eyed each other in embarrassment —

butthedehatemsumedlnanwremn-
ciliatory tone. Ever the deft negotiator,
Dole understood his offer would startle:
Because ‘'on Capitol Hill these days, the
Kansas Republican commands the of-
ﬂoeoISennteMlnormrLeadarlnaway
that even some in his own party would
not have predicted two years ago
Although Dole -lost the. Republlcan
presidential nomination to George Bush
in a bitter fight in New Hampshire in -
1988, he returned to the Senate to be-
come chief standard-bearer for a man

Dole forgets battles W1th Bush to lead Senate GOP

By Annlla Herrin
Eagle Washington bureau

who was once h!s bltter enemy.

And for the past two years Dole has

done 'the job in a manner marked both
by its careful display of loyalty and by
its adroit political maneuvering of an
often recaicitrant 45-member Republi-
can minority — soon to be 44 members
— in the Senate.

“Politicians understand, ' appreciate

- and respect loyalty; and Bob Dole has

shown a tremendous, tremendous
amount of it,” says Sen. Phil Gramm, R-
Texas.
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' whothoushtttwouldn‘thappen

| less gracious on that point.
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“He made a decision after that elec-
-tion in 1988 to came back as a team
player and an' enthusiastic team player,
. He has had to bring together
and nesuﬂate some tough deals here,”

Dole claims he wasn't the one who
expected trouble with the Bush White
House after. 1988. j

“Ithinktherewasmmrisetosomein
the Bush 'White House .
howcanthelosprheldyaltothewm-

See DOLE, Page SA'

| “I neyer had any problem. My
\view i8°that my responsibility is'as
' Republlcan leader and to the presi-

dency and Bush himself. I think
there were some of my

“Looks like Bush has accepted the
final plank of the Dole platform.
Guess we should call HIM President
Straddle now, huh?"oneDoleaide

_.saldreeently

ButDolehl:mellmalntalnsa

lations with the White House. On the
|Senate floor last month, he de-
5sc11bed the cantankerous White
|House chief of staff John Sununu as

|/ “chief of chaff”

\— a slip of the
tongue. Dole in-

ap-
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careful decorum in talking about re-

lsisted, which “A major part of Dole’s sha, head of the
Imu cairected  strength as a leader is oA e

pt
{ . In turn, White . he raised
| House officials ‘OK' now we have Dllt $340,000 for
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ton were making phone calls last
weektosevemlxamascoplend-

“But it's sort of lmptmlble to
imagine ‘any era without Dole

among Republicans he still has the |
biggest network in Kansas,” said
state Rep. Ro-
chelle Chronis-
- ter, of Neode-"

Dole for Senate,

-‘sianGulf—atamnewhenmany

voters seemed to think the Bush
! administration was floundering.
“I think very honestly when
{ you're rocking along at 75 and 80
percent in the polls, people in the
White House can be pretty tough.
But when you get down to 50 per-
cent, you need friends,” Dole said.

“So when you are up there on top
you may think you don’t need any-
one whether it is politics, business

~or anything else ... you better al-
ways look down and see where you
might land.”

White House officials and sena-
tors credit Dole with smoothing rela-
tions that were often troubled be-
tween the Senate and White House
officials such as Sununu last fall. .

“A major part of Dole’s strength
as a leader is recognizing when peo-

| deal together.' " a Democratic Sen-
ate aide said. “Unfortunately, some
White House people thought they

‘By Ray Hemman

g The Hutchinson News
If Congress ultimately can't agree with
President George Bush's Persian Gulf pol-
icy, then it should sag Dole did not say whethar he would ' said.
support a Senate filibuster if Democrats
attempted to push through legislation that
' “No message to Sad- would not ailow the president to proceed
dam Hussein would be  with war.
better than a bad mes-
sage,” Dole said during

nothing at all, Sen. Bo
Dole said Friday.

they want to get Iraq out of Kuwait. But
what they are doing, in effect, is protect-
ing Saddam Hussein. They are trying to
saye his bacon.”

Nevertheless, Dole said he felt Congress
would go ‘on record giving the president a
a telephone press con- - military option in the Gulf after the Jan
ference with Kansas 15 deadline. As many as eight to 10 Senate
‘journalists from his Democrats may vote with the Republicans
ashing'bon. D.C., of- onthe issue, he said."
fice. "I can't believe the
(Senate) Democrats would be so partisan
that they would, at this eleventh hour, try
to (derail the president). They are out
there saying they support President Bush;

At the same time, if the Democrats who
oppose the military option prevail, “Sad- Gulf.
dam Hussein could go on a vacation.”

‘At the outset of the press conference,
Dole said he wanted to give the president

the “strongest hand posmble for peace.” A
Democratic resolution that would give
economic sanctions more time to work is
not in that situation’s best interest, he

On the other hand, passing a resolution
that would give the president all means
necessary to resolve the Persian Gulf
crisis would bring more pressure to bear
on Hussein.

The aenator said that desplte U.N. Sec- ,
retary General Javier Perez de Cuellar’s
trip to Iraq this weekend, he sees the

Hutchinson News

Saturday, Jan. 12, 1991

‘Dole expects Congress to support Bush

situation “tilting more and more' toward
an armed conflict.”

“My view is that the secretary general
is bound by the U.N. resolutions — 12 of
them,” Dole said. 'I don't feel that it (the
meeting between de Cuellar and Hussein)
will be a negotiation unless the Iragis
realize their number is u
and Hussein starts back-tracking. .
that way they could avoid a conflict.”

Above all else, Hussein needs to realize

Dole said he and other senators planned po's not dealing with the Iranian army in
to introduce a resolution Friday that was his conflict, Do
similar to one offered by a bipartisan
group in the House. The House resolution
gives the president a military option in the

, it's high noon,

“He (Hussein) is not goin
with Iran with no air force
he looks at all the forces gathered from all
over the world, he’ll see a massive force
arrayed against Iraq.
be a martyr. he ought to want a peaceful
‘settlement.”

to be fighting
Dole said. “If

Unless he wants to

could stomp up here, slap their de-
mand on the table and sit back. This

lack of respect' must have “driven

Bob Dole nuts — but heramly
showed it.”

Dole is fiercely proud of the fact
that he keeps close counsel on his
disagreements ~ with * the White
House, but he wants to make it clear
he is listened to at the White House
when he does disagree privately.

“That gets down to the question of
leadership,” Dole said. “You read
all this stuff, about people going to
the White House and then holding a
press conference, . .. It's all hanging

I'm not

still want to have input. ' We don't

-mlr y-silence, to-infer that we -
think (U.S. Rep. Newt) Gingrich (R-

Ga) ought to write the Republican

agenda ... or anybody else. But we
have input.”

|
publicly praise bringing his
' The relationship chest to $1.2 mil-
was  strength- lion. He has also
ened, Dole says, in months of bitter been busy raising money for other
, fighting over the budget, a slipping candidates and for his political ac-
| economy and the tension of the Per- -tion committee, Campaign America.

lehavemadeu their minds and ent — I've tried this one,” .
; . m_g%ﬁﬂ

Wilson Lake, but I said instead let's

Last year, he raised
$1.2 million for that PAC, giving
$238,884 to other candidates.

He traveled the country for Re- .
publican candidates last fall: the Na-
tional ‘Republican Campaign Com-
mittee reports Dole was one of the
most fuip:;npul/ﬁlr choices for _speeches
and fund-raising.

Dole also has traveled extensively
over the past 18 months, more than
he had ever done in his Senate ca-
reer. The.trips included visits to-the -
Middle East and across Eastern Eu-
rope and Russia. He led a group of
senators on a visit to Saudi Arabia
shortly after the crisis in the Middle
East began.

Dole joked recently that even
those trips had a political purpose.

“I've been looking around for a
country where I could be elected

lemidmcentlvataCap!tolHﬂl

Dole also was surprised this year
by the public attention trained on
his efforts to include Kansas pro-
jects in several appi bills.
One project in particular, $125,000
for a study of setting up a national
recreation area at Wilson Lake near
Dole’s home county, drew fireé in
stories about pork-barrel projects
such as the $500,000 requested for
Lawrence Welk's birthplace. .

“I'm not going to try to defend it,
I'm going to try to do what I can,”
Dole said. “I'm willing to cut, freeze
and eliminate, but if at the end
thereissoeents,lwantapennyofv
it for Kansas.” .

Lake,
“Ioouldhavejustmuenthemm-.
ey, just said I want $5 million for

do a study,” Dole said, “It's a very
unique opportunity there, We've got
people who can't afford to go’ to
Yosemite: They never get out of the
county-so- why -can't we do some-
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