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·... WA-~iHINGTON~- senate Mitiori­
. ty J,.eader . Bob Dole, ·R-Kan., said 
Friday he.\vas opfimistlc war.c'an be 

; averted iu' the Per- · ~ - · · ~" . 
· sian Gulf, but 
· stressed 'that much 
dep·ended on up· 
coming talks be~ 

_ twe~n _,the . United 
States ilnd Iraq. · '-
. Secretary o{ 
~tate .. James A, 
Bakef · m ' is · 

. 'meet. next week in 
,Switzerland · witli· 
Iraqi F~reign Min- se_n, ..;,., Dol~ 
iSter Tari_g · Azii. · • 

• Dole~ said .the ·talks were critical 
'for 'preventing war. . . ' 
·-. - ~'If we -dol!'t meet there will be no 
discUIISiOI)S, , and , if there are no dis·- r 
cussions, then we're probatily going 
to have a war," Dole !Ulld in a tele- ' 
phone news conference with Kansas 
broadcasters. '· · · · · 

'Iraq announced F~iday that Aziz 
WQuld meet with Baker on Wednes­
day_ in ~neva. DOle suggested that ! 

. such a m~tin_g f!~ight !ead to other / 
talks, )loss1bly · w1th II:aqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

"I'm stiUoptirqistic. I still think it 
can be. avoided," Dole said of the r 

outlook. for war."But it's ,going to 
: talte some ' action on the ·~art .of Sad­
dam H~~!n. He'~ ·go,t 'to m9ve. He 
can't have 1t bo~ . ways." · 

A U.N .. r:esolution' 'authorizes the 
use of mili~rY - force if Iraq falls to 
withdr~:!V · if$ Qc:cujlation forces from 
Kuwait by Jan. 15. 1 

, · Dole Said. the · Bush administration · 
!lhoul_dn't 'view the deadline as 
_"doo~a'y': and' must· not rus~ the 

· d.ecl.siori to use militaey force · 
· "lthll!k we've got to let the

1
Amer­

ican ~ple kilow and demonstrate 
that we~re gomg to ~- everything 
we can _to get ll peaceful resrllutioli' 

.~fore someb,p_dy st~rts shooting;" · 
·DOle said. ·• - • - · 
• The senator said the · · · 
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