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article is a statement by Sena

Robert J. Dolemmnlngtheem-
stitutional protec olthellago!_
_the United States. Senator Dole, the
Republican minority leader of the
Senate, is the leader of flag amend-

ment protection legislation. He
mbornandmredinnumll.

" “Last Thursday evening the House
afmnmuﬁmdaeawdacmsﬁm-

amendment to protect the Ameri:
can Flag from desecration. As the votes
came in, as members watched closely -

toseewhlchwayitmgolng.asthe ;

opponents of the flag protection
amendment finally got enough votes to

- kill the amendment, there was a great
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cheuintheﬂouseramber, members

smiled, shook hands, laughed — prob-

ably some high fives, too. They had won
abig, big victory
The Pain of mgnesecmﬂon

“Meanwhile, a Wisconsin couple
spent the day in agonibeThey had been
the latest burners.
There wasn’t any celebration in Fond
Du Lac that day. George and Beverly
Rhoades were in mourning again

““You see, the desecrators had '
stolen a flag from the Rhoades’ front
yard where the family had proudly
erected a homemade memorial to their
son Louis, an 18-year-old Army medic
who was killed in combat in Vietnam 22
years ago.

. “The desecrators didn’t just steal
the flag. They burned it. The charred
remains were eventually found near
some restaurants. It's the third flag the
g;o:mtorn have stolen since Novem-

“We’ve heard a lot of rhetoric these
past weeks about the flag. About the
Bill of Rights. And free speech and the
first amendment. Now let’s hear from
Mrs. Rhoades:

“ ‘My son died for that flag, and I
think I would, too,' " ghe said. ‘I'm

‘”Ifourold ents like Wash-
were here, I think "
t[nywouldbeprettvdlssustedbythe

way our country is being run,” Mrs.
Rhoades said. .

‘. ‘Flag burning isn’t about free
speech. It’s about malicious conduct;
conduct that hurts. The kind of hurt the
Rhoades family is trying to cope with
right now.

“It is'the same kind of hurt milions
and millions of Americans feel when
they see Old Glory mutilated, spat
upon, and torched. -
Words From the Heartland of America

“Last week, services were held in
Sacramento, Calif for police officer
James McKnight, "who was gunned
down in the line of duty. His 10-year-old
the folded °

“Mrs Rhoades doesn’t know who
desecrated her son’s memorial. But she

e ‘We’llkeepﬂghtllgg she said.
’s no patriotism in our country
_anymmlorourymmgchﬂdrentolook

upto.’
: “Meanwhile]nthnﬂmtlan of
ca, som: tplksjultenn'tm?hr-
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tion One W§ :ai'e
otmshts!ortheﬂrst

in history.
“False Tlmtisahou.'mu!mple
truth is, the flag

amendment chm¥:s
ndthlng in the Bill of Rights. o

American people know that the first
amendment — an amendment which
states that ¢ slnllmakenolaw
abridging the freedom of s ' — was
never intended to protect the act of flag
burning. That’s why 48 states have
flag desecration statutes.
*‘I have reviewed a atatement

‘made. thedisﬂngulsbedsenatortrmn

Massachusetts ‘Senator Kennedy, dur-
ing last week’s Judiciary Committee

H

e distinguished aenator said
that ‘Fla burning is a despicable act.’
On this point Senator Kennedy is ab-
solutely right! Flag burning is an act —
not speech. It is conduct — malicious
conduct, not speech.

‘“Listen to Justice Hugo Black, one
of the nation’s most zealous de!en_dm
of the first amendment, who wrote: ‘It
passes my belief that in the
Federal Constitution bars a state from
making the deliberate burning of the
flag an offense.’

‘““Listen to former Chief Justice -
Earl Warren, no Reagan court ap-
pointee, who said that ‘‘I believe that
;‘hae at&tes and the federal tgaovg:ment

ve the power to protect from
acts of desecration and ce.’

‘“Listen to Justice Abe Fortas,
appointed -to the court by President
Lyndon Johnson, who said: ‘The states
and the federal government have the
power to protect the'ﬂng from acts of
desecration in public.’

¢So it’s not just The American
Legion. It’s not just the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. It’s not just the Rhoades
family of Wisconsin. It’s not just the
Winters of Burdett, Kan. It’s not ust

. the Non-Commissioned Offices
America — who believe that ﬂag
desecration has nothing to do with the _

first amendment of freedom of speech.
““Misconception Two: Congress
should decide the flag issue.
_ “False: The le should decide.
That is what the founding fathers
wanted. And that is why they made the

may never'get the chance to amend

 their Constitution to protect their flag:

Congress always knows best.
‘“TIry selling that one to the men
and women of Do

“It’s rettycleartomeitistlmeto

' listentothepeopletorachange
“Misconception Three: Supporters

ofthecawtituﬂonalammdmentare

“Fﬂglmust it is a little sur-
prlslngtohearmtheﬂoorotthe&enate
that we somehow have to

~ for a debate about protectlng the

nt

--“Id’lfacelt,ifyon

1 Post. A new poll of federal

workm shows that they are ‘indif-

fu'cnt Mtheﬂatchm that 27
of the federal workforce don’t

y to'eugagemponucalacuvuym

41 percent don’t care! Yet we
‘were told this was one of those issues of
the decade.
‘““‘We spent two days debating a
federal statute that everyone knew
, dead. We spent 21 days
this year on ttll:t?sean pﬁ:ﬂ At;t Don]’:lglgt
me wrong, a —a
mark. But doesn’t the American flag
deserve the same kind of respect?
“And then look at the calendar.
' Look at all the legislation waiting to
come to the floor. We have 150
proclamations on deck, and 81
commemorative or memorial resolu-
tions. We have ‘World Aids Day,’ ‘Na-
tional Tap Dance Day,’ and the ‘Decade
of the Brain,’ awaiting final action.
Now these are well-me efforts,
and I don’t mean to trivialize them. But
do they have any more priority — any
mors legitimacy — than the American

“I don’t think so. And neither do
George and Beverly Rhoades of Fond
Du Lac, Wis.; nor Mr. and Mrs. Winter

otBurdett Kan. Nor do the people of
Poland, Denmark and Switzerland, '

where the American flag receives more

ma orlty. m“d be

. protection that it does now here on -

"
]

American soil.
‘Of What Are the Ommmm Afraid?’
“‘So what are our opponents afraid
of? Apparently, it is the American

people The last thing the anti-flag

gm'wan is a confron-

cut out of Old Glory
Congress continues its stubborn
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ind arrogant filibuster. The Constitu-

tion says, ‘We the people,’ not ‘We the
Congress.’
. ‘We’llKeep Fighting’

~ “In its arrogance, Congress has
ignored the words of our great chief

~ justice, John Marshall, who pointed out

years ago what should be obvious to us
today: ‘The people made the Constitu-
tion, and the people can unmake it. It is
thecreatureoftheirwill and lives only
by theirwill.”

‘This amendment does not change
the Bill of Rights. It does not ‘do vio-
lence’ to the first amendment.

““This amendment rescues the Bill
of Rights by correcting the Supreme
Court’s red, white and blue blunder. It
“restores the first amendment by saying
‘No’ to the five justices of the Supreme
Court who have distorted decades of
precedent, decades of accepted prac-
tice, and decades of reverence and

_ respect for America’s pride and joy.

‘‘The flag filibuster may win today,
but the flag’s day will come. I don’t
have much faith in Congress, but I have

a whole lot of faith in Americans like

Beverly Rhoades.
“ ‘We’ll keep fighting,’ she said.
‘There’s no patriotism in our country

anymore for our young children to look

llpto L} ]

' Guest Editorial— |

Bob Dole’s Folly'

Sen. Bob Dole’s performance on the
flag-burning amendment is a vicious
assault on honorable politics. It is a
purely destructive act against the ra-
tional processes of ' representative
government. Kansansshouldbeembar—
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Dole says opponents to the' amend
mentletthemselveslnforanice&ﬂ-
second TV spot.

What a comment on a reasonable
reluctance to tamper with the First
Amendment. What a devaluation of the
meaning of patriotism.

The matter involved here is an at-
tempt to amend the Bill of Rights of the
U.S. Constitution because of the pos-
turing of a few crazies whose obvious
motives are to attract &anentig::l. t'{"he
‘media give the creeps that. en
;

the politicans allow themselves to be
manipulated into raising the issue to
the level of a constitutional crisis.

What is this United States that
people have fought and died for? It is
not a piece of cloth. It is the way of life

12 and freeflom guaranteed and protected
by the Constitution.

Dole knows that. He is anything but
dumb.

The most charituble thing that can
be said for him in this demeaning ex-
ercise is that he sees a chance to ad-
vance the fortunes of his party and him-
self. That the price would be the dilu-

tion of the Bill of Rights apparently |

makes no difference.

' How sad for Bob Dole, for his party,

for , for Kansas, and for the
true v. uesoflibertymAmemca -

Kansas City Star




	xftDate: c017_roll2_029.pdf


