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Israel lobby and Dole create spark:

Kansas senator is seen -
as rebuking our Mideast ally.

By JAKE THOMPSON
Washington Correspondent

- WASHINGTON — Sen. Bob Dole may
be the only powerful congressman fran

former congressmen
who were construed

~ to be anti-Israel;

some also credit it
with helping to put
others in office,
' Dole has remained
undaunted.

_ "IO'I'

Amenca

his mosl controversial plan — to trim U.S.

aid to Israel by 5 percent and use that

money to help Eastern Europe and Latin

has been

clo_{glll:room, if not on I:he l’ngc floor. _

€ senator says his congressio-

nal record of backing Iurael should allow a
friend to advise a friend. _

. Butassoon as Dole's

S g Wuhlngtm?ut
“ WASHINGTON — Just over two

the presidential ambi- .

m of Sen. Robert ‘Dole, R-

] oollapsad in New Hampshire
- devastating: television as-
Ssdult by then-Vice President

| Buah who. rayed Dole
o T nator Straddle;” an. equivo-
gacdtor who could not be trusted to
e ld the line against tax increases.
: nngry, -embittered Dole re-
Zturned to Washington to face what
w he now acknowledges was a diffi-
“éult year. When Bush was sworn in
=tas president, Republicans at both
ends of Pennsylvania Avenue
irwbraced for a fireworks display of
: tion from the proud, prickly
publican leader of t QSenate
It never came.

.-+ Instead, Dole became the presi-
‘dent's. foremost ally on Capitol Hill,
uppressing any temptation for

_ gvenge as he helped Bush rack up

o.c-a-series of political victories in the

4., Democratic-controlled Congress,

¢ . including an unbroken string of 10

sustained vetoes.
. _He bit his sharp tongue and sel-
.dom strayed from the Bush line,
" . eyen on issues such as the federal
.budget and U.S. policy toward

.. China, on which Dole has'staked

o .out more aggressive positlonn in

uig the past.

" Acknowledging that age will

probably bar another bid for the

Eeesidency in 1996, when he would
- be 78, Dole has thrown himself back
/s into his Senate work, branching out
Ji,;more into foreign policy and taking
27 controversial stands on issues such
ni a8 aid to Israel. During congres-
i+ sional recesses, when he isn't on a
. foreign trip, he is campaigning for
i, Republican Senate candidates, and
h~-friends say he has now set his
. sights on a GOP takeover of the
-1,/ Senate in 1992 and a capping of his
L., political career as majority leader.
7, “From my vantage point, the
oy president should be well pleased
in-with the way Dole is conducting
«,..things as Republican leader,” said
Senate Majority Leader George J.
1 le.chell D-Maine, who engages in
i dally combat with Dole, the presi-
. dent’s point man in the Senate.
;. "Bob really has gone to the mat
.. .with us to say, 'This is. one the
- president really wants,' " said Mi-
o+ nority: Whip Alan K. Simpson, R-
Wyo “It's ‘the real pro in him. .
The proof is in the delivery, and
~ Bob Dole has delivered.”
W, Memories .of New Hampshire
w linger, however.

_J--' Asked how he feels now that

Bush will be relying heavily on .

“Senator Straddle” to help reach a
“budget compromise with the Dem-
#~ ocrats that many believe will in-
i clude tax increases, Dole smiled
" broadly and said, “I thmk it's called
! irony.
L}

Sen. Bob Dole

To a friendly audience, he joked
recently that he may ask New
Hampshire for a recount,

While these remarks indicate
that Dole may not have forgotten,
they are a far cry from the with-

-ering retorts that have long been

his political trademark. Eighteen
months into the Bush presidendy,
colleagues describe relations be-
tween the two men as unfailingly
polite, somewhere between correct

~and cordial. “Quite businesslike,"

says Mitchell, who meets fre-
quently with both men at joint
leadership sessions at the White
House.

Despite Bush-Dole generational
bonds and their years of association
in Republican politics, there was a
vast  distance between the mani-
cured lawns of the Bush estate in
Greenwich, Conn., and the corn-
fields of Russell, Kan., where Dole
grew up, that the two men never
bridged, according to senators who
are friends of both. The bitterness
of their clash of presidential ambi-
tions, more so for loser Dole than
winner Bush, has made even trust a
major achievement.

Sitting in his Capitol office,
which commands a sweeping view
of the-Mall-as it-leads toward the
White House, Dole ‘recently dis-
cussed his relations with Bush with
a mix of caution and candor, lifting
the curtain only fleetingly on his
feelings about the president.

“I think we have a good relation-

* ship, but obviously it (took) a while
‘for those things to heal over," he

said. “Some things were said. .
he continued, never finishing ‘the
sentence.
Dole conceded that “there was a
eriod of time early when the
hite House was not certain about
Bob Dole, whether he could de-

liver s Bnt “] think that was sort of
laid .to -rest during the Tower
nomination” fight, he added in ref-

. erence to-his relentless; although

losing, battle  to win:Senate con-

- firmation of former senator John G.

Tower, R-Tex., as secretary of de-
fense early last year.
As of now, “I don't think the
E{residant or anyone in:the Wh:ta
ouse has any trouble with me,”
Dole 'said, although some White

" House aides continue to express
. apprehension about Dole's motives

and deg} endability in a crunch.
ew Hampshire defeat has

“got to eat away at him,” said Sen,

arren B. Rudman, R-N.H., who
managed Dole's campaign in the
state. "That wasn’t just a bitter
experience, it was devastating. To
come out of Iowa (where Dole won),
to come to New Hampshire with
huge crowds at the airport, to tour
the state for five days and to be
told you're ahead in the polls and
then to get hit with that tax stuff
and then see it all dashed — that's
tough.” Rudman said.

In the year following the New
Hampshire primary, “I' think Bob
was more quiet, more restrained,
obviously deegly affected by the
eéxperience. But he sure has
bounced back. ... Now he's the old
Bob Dole," Rudman added.

According to Republican law-
makers, both Bush and Dole have
gone out of their way to repair
their relationship with personal

estures of solicitude. When the

enate early last: year sustained
Bush's first veto of a bill — the
measure guaranteeing U.S. resi-
dency to Chinese students — Dole
dispatched an aide to get the vote
tally, signed it with a warm per-
sonal note and sent it to the presi-
dent as a trophy of victory.
“George (Bush) was quite touched
by that,” said Simpson.

Months later, when Bush heard
that Dole's sister' was undergoin
chemothérapy in Kansas, %
called the Republican leader to of-
fer the services of his personal
physician. I thought that was very
thoughtful, very nice,” said Dole.

After Mitchell unleashed an at-
tack on the president's policies to-
ward China late last month, Dole
got in-touch with-Bush almost im-
mediately, and Bush responded
with appreciation the next day. But
in a kind of metaphor for . their
relationship, they communicated by
faxed letters.

What about another run for the

presidency? "I don't think it's pos-
sible. Age gets to be a barrier. ... I
gave it my best shot,” Dole said
matter-of-factly. “But I think being
the leader {in the Senate) is pretty
important,” he said, his eyes
brightening. “What we're trying to
do now is change one word: from
minority to majority."”

‘S

public affairs oommmee S execume direc- :
“tor, Tom Dine, to try to cool the animosity.

Before the meeting, Dine said in an
;::itemml; the sena hmhm “certlinly cloud-
up the atmosphere” longstanding |
s wf riteA Arr:bfﬁmﬁml,wm
ammunition for its ich
may harm Israel.

T Y - M

winning in the Senate

- Dine warned, “Wem
make sure lml has

aid plan surfaced in

January, the American Israel Public Affairs
the fu nmﬂry 10

protect itself, partly because the Soviet

Committee fired off a pithy counterpunch: '
;_‘Whg?‘hun an old friend to help a new
riend?”

:EedSbnigte m&my and. O Tsyasl
eader from sas :
"has made four com- Flm °’ m parts:
ments widely viewed as rebukes of hrael

k
—and stubborn enough to take on the pro-
Israel lobby.
He may also be the only one strong
enough to surviveit. -

The Israeli lobby not only is oonsldered _The commentaries dismayed
of tasiibers and’ .8 57“11111311?12?03“&1’ Jcml. Chlﬂmdbnm;rs o}' Imu.-l and xhe
budget, but it also has becomie a legendary pro-lsrae can Israel Pubi

~an effective one,

power.

Some credlt the lobby with. unseatms two

' 'ing forces in America.

Continued from A-1

pratects Israel’s interests remark-
ably well.

The lobby has connecuonn with
the White House, in key congres-
sional oortnhmlléecs. aMu-
gon, at the State ent,
within ‘governmental agen-
cies and to Jewish groups across
the nation. It often helps to shape,
boost or martial defeat of leslslar
tion concerning Israel and the
entire foreign aid package, say
Capitol Hill sources.

I think AIPAC is a very effec-
:Il;c lobby. said Sen. Nlncy Lan-

n

el. lthinkaiotaf:elmonand

representatives come to rely on

them for their . ‘But

there's not some cabal here.” -
Indeed, 10 some. the

organiza-
tion is mo more influential than
‘lobbies for the banlceu, doctom or

American teachers, Bm
lobbies for a fo{'ﬁm

s
Committee, one of the most. powhtmy
But Dole said that among his eolleuues

It then aggressively loushuoexphmthe'
strategic importance of Israel in the Middle
01195 SRt s T

pril by e pro-Israel lo “ahon -
 sighted and selfish.” g

Acouple of weeks ago, Dolemeumhthe ;

responded in

liam lens in retaliation  for
Israel’s kidnapping of a Moalem
leader, Sheik Obeid.

.+ *“We cannot apologize for lsne-
li actions in this country when it
endangers the lives of Americans

said on the oor, drawing

in some. far-off . oonm;-y"“’Dolc'

vl B 3o v - p ¥ v
lhat tht Umw%‘ihould trim

he .'fmlm‘ud% ln'hgl and the four
g w

cipients by S per-
cemto help ‘and

~over quem

pze }

suggesting he  supported ‘a- $400
million loan guarantee to Israel to
help resettle emunung ‘Soviet
Jews but to ‘draw back

spcndm;themoneymthem
p:edtemwuel. bt

Dole also drouwd concern by

ether Israel was

Union eonunuutoumSymaudlmq :

“Effective lobby i

The American Israel Public Aﬂ‘m
Conmnttce,theonl)'._‘ icial reg .
of the Imel ernmen i

e gy

from the Jmsh comm i 'ty:

At one recent Jewish mee i
Florida the gathering booed when
‘Dole’s name was tncnuoned Doz-
ens

Friction between Israel lobby, Bob Dole créatés sparks

g voung bloc is not soina to make
in | any dlﬁ'crenoe iu Dole’s re-elec-

tion prospects.”
Two others may feel less fortu-
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