12 THE HAYS DAILY NEWS e

Lawmakers
want stiffer
labor laws

WASHINGTON (AP) — Two
House members called today for
mandatory jail terms and fines of
up to $100,000 for employers who

"Rep. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y.,
said child labor laws need to be
overhauled to make effective the
* Labor Department'’s efforts to crack
down on businesses that violate
" them. X \
Schumer, speaking before'a
House Go\remmant Operations’ sub-
committee on employment and
housing, called for increasing the
civil penalties ‘for child labor \nola-
tions from $1,000 to $10,000.

and 1989 there were 128,000 minors
who were injured and an estimated
59 killed in the workplace. Yet 37
employers who were cited for vio-

fined a total of only $27,000, he said.
““The average penalty was a

said.
Labor  Secretary Elizabéth Dole

.operation had uncovered 7,000 mi-
" nors employed in dangerous jobs or
_working long hours in violation of
child labor laws. The companies are

—repeatedly violatechild labor laws.— &

Schumer said that between 1987

lations relating 'to those cases were .

Itry $740 — $740 for a child’s life .
In- the’ United  Staes," Schumer -
" The hearing came a day after |

‘announced that a three-day sting

e;pecled to face mll ﬂw tdaung
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. ess and as a warning

would supplemént a ‘congressional aid
package passed late last year that will
give $738 million to Poland and Hunga-

ButthoerastmEuropean
sa; they do not need millions of dollars
Téam to free market economies.
murl billions. In Poland alone,
yleaderLechWnluamedlor
Slﬂbohllllontomodemlnthe

by proposing
tes not increase total foreign
whlch he says Americans loathe, but
spnead the $14.6 billion around by send-
Lng' money to current recli)ltl and
o fe to Latin America
urope
‘l‘ﬁe Senate minority leader suggested
clﬂtln by 5 percent the tures for

‘Bi Flve" nations, 'lm \

ppines, Pakistan and ;
Hgthen -his to-a b

perGant cut across the board. Dole’s
1 is not to dominate
de'hate,butitwﬂlbepntotthedheul-
sidfls about what U.S. foreign aid should
accomplish.
Several con onal scholars and
men credited Dole with using
bul? position to suggest a radi-
dnl idea; buffering the Bush administra-

Hon from attacks. The move also was

sfen as a signal for Israel to move

countries .

forward in the Middle East ce proc-
ers not to
take their U.S. aldlor?-

“What it does is get ideas injected into
the bloodstream without any
expectation they’'re going to be em-
braced ... within the next weeks or
monthl.“ said Norman Ornstein, a
congressional scholar at the American
Enterprise Institute in Washington.
“They're available on the shelf to be

pulled down later. The Republican Party
ls in danger. of being pre-empted by the
Democrats on Eastern E and this
is a - prominent Republican saying,
‘We've got to do more.” ”

It was the second time during the
Bush administration that Dole offered
an against-the-grain idea with little im-

mediate p of acce . Last
year, Dole ested that one way to
elp rebuild America’s crumbling roads,

ridges and sewer systems was by rais-
lngthetuongmllne.Theplanfaded
quickly, but it put a top Republican on
- in potential support for tinkering
with the tax system:.

Then last month Dole offered his aid

proposal in an op-ed article published in
The New York Times. Dole suggested
that mt cut would free about
$400 n. The five countries receive
about two-thirds of the $14.6 billion the
United States spends on foreign aid.
Because much of the money is ear-
marked for specific countries, the ad-
ministration had to reduce or eliminate

funding this year in 31 other countries,
Dole said in an interview last week.

He said he' did not discuss the idea
with the Bush' administration : before
writing his article, although the adminis-
tration reacted favorably. Dole’s staff
said they have received 454 telephone
calls in support of his proposal and 40
against. .

Dole 'said the plan grew from his
travels last summer to Poland and
earthquake-ravaged Armenia and just
before Christmas to South America. He
also was spurred on by l that
Jamaica needed just $5 million to battle
illegal drugs.

Dole knew, too, that foreign aid is not
popular at home. A nationwide poll
conducted in December by Oplnion gy
namics Corp. of Cambridge,
showed financial aid to reform-minded
countries in Eastern Europe ranked 14th
in a list of items people favored spend-
ing more for, far behind drug abuse,
cleaning the nation’s air, helping the
homeless and providing health care for
the needy.

“It doesn't take a lot of money in some
of these smaller countries to have an
impact,” Dole said last week. “But some
of these big, big sums have gotten to be
like an entitlement program. Every
year it's the same amount or more: {We
got X billion last year; we need X billion
this year.’ :

“We're to give the president a
little more flexibility because so much

. doesn’t have much

of this aid is reserved for each country,”
Dole said. “Eigh g—two percent of the
economic cash aid is already given by
the Congress, and 92 percent. of the
military aid is earmarked. So if some
emergency comes uﬁ the president
exibility to re-

smnd-’l 4 :
Sen. Nancy Landon Kassebaum of
Kansas, a Republican member of the
Foreign Relations Committee, intro-

duced legislation three years ago and

renewed the attempt last year to elimi-
nate all earmarking of foreign aid. Her
?llldwould set up onﬁoonile:lc&ou;ts to

und programs r uca-
tion, agriculture and infrastructure and
would help countries often shortchanged
in the foreign aid process, such as those
in Africa. Her bill has not yet attracted

much support.

Dole said for his or any such
to move, the Bush administra must
get behind it and meet with
nal leaders. He said of State
James ‘A. Baker III told him week,

“We’re going to hang in there and try to
get it done.”

Unfortunately, Dole added, “many
construed it as an anti-Israeli piece,
which was not the intent. There is a
special relationship with Israel, and I've
been a strong supporter of Israel. But
my view is 5 percent isn't going to hurt
anybody. Seems to me Israel should
have said right up front, ‘This makes
sense tous.” ”

- and Kit Bond of Missouri signed the
‘letter. Kassebaum and Dole did not. g

But it didn’t. '

Israel this year is 'to mah
glllionanS aid. That is $10/million &
ay

A spokesman for the Amerlcan Trael |
Public Affairs Committee said 73 sena- |

tors recently signed a letter uph

the current U.S. commitments to'hraﬁ i

and Egypt. Republicans Jack Danforth

Allan Abrams, president of the Atneri-
can Jewish Committee in |

. Kan,, said Israel needs more an in

the past. The United States has
fully prodded the Soviet Union to-allow

more Soviet Jews to emigrate; biit has |

refused to allow them to' come|

ca. Israel, as the - for:
thousands of those leaving: ;
Union, needs financial help to 2

date the influx, Abrams lald. Fogns i

““This really is a moment in for
the United States to increase its |
aid as an instrument of diplomlﬁ i

thie

David Harris, ‘a

American Jewilh Committae in'.:wuli- }

ington. Y

Sen. Joseph Biden, a Delaware:Demo-

crat on the Senate Fo
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plan. Biden offered a view that is gain- |
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foreign aid for America’s fi
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; Labor Secretary Elizabeth Dola talks to raponara ahouta three-day‘hatima!'
investigahon ol chlld labor lawa durlng a news conference in Washlngion'
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