318. 1987

—lea.e:?l cayul e 12-2|

Dole
From Page 1

He subscribes to mo particular
ideology and analyats say this
campaign, which stresses ihis
-experience rather than offering

Inoks plitica]

Dole says such concerns are,

irrelevant: “I'll work hard and Tl
tell you the truth,” he said. “I'm
an issues person. Some people
like to say I don’t have a ‘vision’

for America. ‘Well, I thivk my |

whole life has been wisionary. 1
started at the bottom wof the latl-
der. I have been .mﬁtlramdhy
of my life. ] am.a survivor.”

His dailytest.is:asunassuming
as buttoning :a shirt or eating a
steak, :neither of wihich «comes
easily: ‘without the use: afthis right
arm. A star atlilete crippled thy
shrapnel in World War I, Ddle

nevertheless :stands tall, tan and [

tireless at;64.
No wimp factor here. \It's no
secret that the iDemocrats woild

rather face 'Bush :in the general |

election because [Dole iis stone

tough and had the fear shot out |

of him long ago.

He ‘brings those (qualities, and |
an old reputation.as a‘tough com-—

.petitor, to the presidential race.

As Gerald Ford's running mate

:in (1976, Dole said Americals 20th

century .wars, with rtheir 16 mil- §

lion casualties, were “Democrat

wars." There's no 'telling what |

he'll try to.pin on the dorkey:this
time.

War changed goals
.Dole wanted :to the a doctor

until the war broke his neck, tock |
a-kidney, destroyed his right arm |}
and numbed his left. o he went |

thome on a stretcher and :fount
opportunity in the curious :for-
:mula forytural post-wanpolitics.
He remembers it (this way:
“The Democratic county c¢hair-
man said to me: 'Bob, you ought
to run for office. You've been-shot
and [ think we can get you
elected.’ Then the Republican
county chairman said: 'Bob, hels
right, but you ought ito run as a

‘Republican.’ I asked'himwhy.and |

he said: 'Because IRgpublicans
outnumber Democrats around
here 2:to 1." At that,point,|:mate
a profound philosophical judg-
ment."

S0 he ran for the state legisla-
ture as a war hero and alRepubli-
can and he won. Turnsout the
liked politics. “1t’s nota!bad.way
to spend your leisure time,” :he
said. But the thing is, that’s how
he spends all his time. [Neither
‘much of a family manmor.athdb-
-:!i‘_rist. legislation .consumes ‘his
Aife.

As Washington Post.edlumnist
Mary McGrory put:it: ‘‘BobiDole
eals bills for breakfast.”

*He's going to dothis job,” said
Dole’s first wife, Phyllis ‘Macey.
“And he's going to do it at the
expense of a family and at ‘the
expense of a wife.”

Dole’s second wife, :former
Transportation Secretary iEliza-
beth Hanford Dole, doesri’tsuffer

1the same detachment. (On 1ithe
contrary, she seems to'he Dole’s
.perfect mate. Bhe hasthéld;posts
ian four presidential atministra-
‘tons and is among the:most: pow-
erful women in' Washington.

Together, Bob and *'Liddy” are
‘Washington's favorite power.cou-
ple, tops on invitation lists :and
regulars in the social columns.
Only problem is, Bob Dole
doesn’t like parties or the power
elite. Just politics, straight up.

iDemanding childhood

A prevailing explanation for
Dole’s social reticence comes
tfrom a childhood spent under
demanding parents and border-
lme impoverishment.

As soon as they were old
enough, Doran and Bina Dole’s
four children went to work.
Doran ran a cream and-egg stand
and later managed a grain eleva-
tor on the Southern Pacific
tracks running east to Tapeka.
Bina sold sewing machines.

Bob Dole was 6 when the
Depression set in and austerity
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A Dole sampler

#is hero: Dwight D. Eisenhower,
former president who lived in Kan-
sas.

At the confirmation hearings for
his wife's appointment as Rea-
gan’s secretary of transporta-
tion: “’| regret that | have but one

wife to give for my country.”

On the possibility of having his
wife as a running mate: "It would
be cheaper. Only need one house,
one limo.”

On George Bush's heroicsina
buming Navy aircraft in World
War Ii: “'That was destruction of
govermnment property.”

Political embarrassment: Finish-
ing the 1980 New Hampshire pri-
mary below Lyndon LaRouche, an
extremist candidate now on trial on
charges of election fraud.

On the campaign’s momentum:
“"When | announced in 1980, 50
people who said they were my rel-
atives showed up. When |
announced this year, 270 said we
were related.”’
Other than politics, the job he'd
like to have: Host of the Johnny
Carson show.

The campaign
R TR

Dnhuvsﬂuhtﬂeformeﬂqum-
lican nomination is a two-man race.
mkaywurdmmebdemgn
is “'slectability.”” Dole says he's got
it, and the other Republicans —
especially George Bush — don’'t.
He is widely viewed as the most
likely to appsal to independents and
consenvative Democrats. Raised by
working-class parents and educated
in public schoois, Dole bucks his
party’s slitist mold and wants to
make the GOP the party of com-

passion. He is a consummate
Washington insider with a proven
track record of forging compromise
between the White House and
Congress. Dole says the deficit is
“public enemy No. 1°* and makes it
the center of his platform, though he
has proposed no specific plan to
deal with it other than to appoint a
bipartisan commission to propose
effective spending cuts. He favors
an oil import fee and expansion of
the ethanol industry.
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Biography

June 22, 1923. Born to work-
ing-class parents in Russell, Kan.

1842. Enrolls as pre-med student
at Kansas University.

1948. Injured on an ltalian hill-
side at the close of World War
.

1948. Meets and marries Phyllis
Holden, a therapist he met while
recuperating in a Michigan hos-
pital.

Dole, with his mother, after the
war

1950. Elected to the Kansas Leg-
islature.

1952. Elected Russell County
attorney.

1960. Elected to the House of
Representatives.

1968. Wins a seat in the U.S.
Senate.

1972. Dole and Phyllis are
divorced.

1975. Marries Elizabeth Hanford
Dole.

1976. Running mate to President
Gerald Ford, is defeated.

1980. Runs for president but pulls
out after drawing 609 votes in the
New Hampshire primary.

1984. Elected Senate majority
leader.

Nov. 9, 1987. Returns to Rus-
sell to announce his bid for the
presidency.

enrolled in pre-med studies at the
University of Kansas in
Lawrence hut left in his sopho-
more yearto join the Army.

Dole, a flatlander of modest
means, wound up a second lhieu-
tenant in ltaly, leading a platoon
in the B6th Mountain t
— an elitist ski d:mmoﬁefmaddad
with Ivy Leaguers and Olympic
athletes.

On April 14, 1945, the entire
patrol was cut down. As Ameri-
can foroces mounted their final
offensives of the war in Europe,

chipped away at the family 4 Dole's dreams of sports and med-

mcome and pride. In the mid-
1830s, an oil boom fired thope ;in
the Kansas plains and the Diles
capitalized by moving into the
basement of their house so ‘they
could rent the upstairs to incom-
ing roughnecks. It was the only
way Lo make the house note,
remembers Kenny Dole, Bob's
younger brother.

“It was tough.” Kenny said.
“All the kids at schovl knew what
we had done. If it's dishonorable
to have been poor, then we're 1
bad shape. But looking back, 1
realize we -made do with a helluva
lot of'nothing.”

Dole went to Russell High
Schuol where he starred in track
and football. It was the end of the
“Dirty 30s" — years of relentless
prairie dust storms so bad “'vou
couldn’t see the neon lights
acruss the street.” rem
Bub Dawson, & boyhood friend
whose family owned Dawson's
Drug Brore on Main Street.
where Dole worked ar 4 %oda jerk

After praduating m 1941, Dole

icine were shattered in a burst of
German gunfire on a lonely place
called Hill 913 in the Po Valley.

He doesn't recall if it was mor-
tar or machine gun that did him
m, but he had EQmMiBtomn-
sider the guestion as he bounced
in and out of hospitals around the
world, fighting paralysis, fevers,
:nfectlumi and a 70-pound weight
088

Townsfolk poureﬂ out for
Dole's homecoming in 1948 and
gave him several thousand dollars
they had collected in cigar boxes
placed on stare counters all over
town. With this sweet, inelegant
gesture, Dole was able to afford
the private care that eventually
gamed him use of his left arm
again.

During his campaign for-the
vice presidency in 1976, contrary
to the hatchet man image he
would cultivate during the cam-
paign, Dole wept as he fumbled
{or the words to thank the people
ot Russell for what thev nad done
s0 many years before.

Before his return home, Dole
met Phyllis Holden, an occupa-
tional therapist, in a Michigan
hospital. They married three
months later.

"1 buttoned his buttons, |
zipped his zippers, | brushed his
teeth,” she remembered. And
while he struggled for indepen-

* dence, she wrote his law exams at
Washburn University in Topeka
while he whispered the answers
to her. They had a daughter,
Robin, Dolesonlychuld.

One. day in 1972, Dole — then
the leathery chairman of the
Republican National Committee
— came home and announced:
“It's over.” And through an emer-
gency divorce provision in Kan-
sas law, it was — in three days.

Though Phyllis thought she
got a raw deal, she now blames
herself as much as Dole for let-
ting the romance die. She
watched as Washington sank its
claws into her husband, and she
never tried to break the spell.

Worlking his way up

While he was still in law
school, Dole served two years in
the Kansas Legislature, an ungla-
morous job that paid less than
the office custodian. In 1953, he

became Russell county atwrnpy;-

a job he says “put me in touch
with real people and real prob-
lems,” a claim he uses to distance
himself from the pedigreed
Reépublican contenders for the
nomination.

Dole's persistence and energy
as county attorney won admirers
among Kansas power brokers and

they groomed him for a venture
into national politics. After win-
ning an argument against a sever-
ance tax on oil and gas in the
state Supreme Court, the petro-
leum industry showed its grati-
tude by throwing its support and
contributions behind him.

He won a seat in House of
Representatives in 1960 by a
margin of 982 votes, no tri-
umphant mandate, but a seat
nevertheless. Four years later, he
won by 2,600 votes. His reputa-
tion as a political tough emerged
with each thorny election.

In the House, he was a reliable
partisan in the battles over Lyn-
don Johnson's Great Society pro-
grams. He toed the rural party
line, voting against the anti-pov-
erty programs of 1964, against
Medicare and against subsidies
for urban mass transit.

“When he started out, he was a
good redneck,” remembered Nor-
bert Dreiling, the former Kansas
state Democratic chairman. “In
Kansas, being liberal was like
being communist.”

Dole graduated to the Senate
in 1969, where his reputation as
a team player won kudos from
President Richard Nixon. He was
the administration’s staunchest
advocate, supporting Nixon’s
Vietnam policy, failed Supreme
Court nominations and nuclear
weapons programs.

For this, Nixon rewarded him
with the Republican national
chairmanship in 1971. But after
two contentious vears in the
heart of the party, Dole was
squeezed out by Nixon's hench-
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men — a fortuitous event — as
the spectacle of Watergate and
the administrations' unraveling
lay just weeks ahead.

Biggest political fight

Watergate provided the back-
drop for the political battle of
Dole’s life. Three weeks before
the 1974 election, state polls
showed U.S. Rep. Bill Roy, a
Topeka gynecologist, leading by a
healthy margin. Game for a dog-
fight, Dole dug in.

“He was a cutter and a slasher
back then,” Roy remembered.
“He didn’t hesitate to use any
weapon at hand. He won that
election on three issues: Abor-
tion, abortion and abortion.”

At rallies in the closing weeks,
particularly at Catholic high
schools, Dole told young audi-
ences to go home and ask their
parents how many abortions Roy
had performed that year.

The fact is Roy had performed
many, all legal, all involving mat-
ters of rape or a threat to the
mother’s life. Nevertheless, it
didn’t play well in the conserva-
tive plains. Despite Roy’s
attempts to link Dole to Nixon's
scandal-ridden administration,
he slipped in the polls and fin-
ished one percentage point
behind. It wasn’t pretty, but
“Barbed-wire Bob" was back in
power.

Two years later, Ford chose
him as a running mate and he
hacked away at the Democrats
while Ford. the incumbent,
remained presidential. ¥mmy
Carter won and many blamed

Dole for poisoning the campaign
with his dark sentiments, per-
sonal jokes and comments like
the “Democrat wars.”

“He was such an S.0.B.,”
former speech writer said. "But
he's not the same Bob Dole any-
more. Whether it was that elec-
tion or Elizabeth (who he mar-

ried in 1975), he has mellowed a

lot.”

His actions leading up to the -

1976 election led to assertions
there was a “dark side” in Dole’s

personality, a mysterious but °

generally predictable penchant
for biting humor /and surly pos-
turing toward the press and
antagonistic audiences.

“I don’t know where they get
the dark side,” he said. “I used to
be very partisan, I guess, sort of a
gut fighter. But there is no ‘new’
Bob Dole, as everyone likes to
write. Anyone who says there is
didn't know me before. I've
always been a nice guy.”

Much of what he says is candor
tinged with sarcasm, but anyone

who gets close can see that the

edge is still there.

What mellowing has occurred
began in the late "70s, when Dole
teamed with an unlikely Senate
ally, George McGovern, to
strengthen the food stamp pro-

gram and finance new programs

for school breakfasts and nutri-
tion supplements for needy
infants and pregnant women.

He refuted the partisan and
hatchet man images and gradu-
ally crafted a reputation as a man
well-suited to lead his colleagues
to a vote, coordinate traffic and
amass coalitions. Some called
him the “Sheriff of the Senate”
because of his intolerance for fili-
busters and his push for results
over rhetoric.

In 1980, he thought himself
significantly matured, but voters
thought otherwise. Dole's bid for
the White House that year is the
shortest and most forgettable
chapter in his political profile. In
the nation’s first primary in New
Hampshire, Dole garnered 607
out of 145,000 votes cast. End of
campaign. “It was a disaster,” he
said. “That’s all.”

Undaunted and, in fact, ener-
gized by the drubbing, Dole
resumed Senate duties with vigor,
working over every legislative
package that hit the floor.

Dole led the fight to soften
Reagan's proposed cuts in the
food stamp program. In 1982, he
supported the extension of the
Voting Rights Act and later took
a stake in creating a national hol-
iday on Martin Luther King's
birthday.

At the same time, he remained
a party loyalist, ushering the 1981
tax cut through the Senate
despite his contempt for supply-
side economics. He has supported
the Nicaraguan contras since
their inception and stood by Rea-
gan in opposing economic sanc-
tions against South Africa.

In these cases and dozens
more, Dole played the role of
moderator, consulting colleagues
in both parties and coalescing
positions on floor legislation. It is
rare that Dole proposes a bill on
his own. Instead, he takes an idea
that is offered and shepherds it
through the bureaucracy and
onto the president’s desk.

“He is a catalyst for other
views," lowa Sen. Charles Grass-
ley said. “*More of a facilitator
than a dictator. With Dole, you
get cooperation between the
White House and Congress,
rather than confrontation. He
looks for the possibilities of com-
promise.”

Many colleagues agree, and in
1984 they elected the ‘“sheriff”
Senate majority leader. When the
Republicans lost the majority last
year, he became minority leader.

Strong player

His no-nonsense approach to -

law is attracting widespread
interest among party insiders
who see him as a stronger player
than the vice president and a bet-
ter draw on the ballot. But he has
an uphill battle in the Republican
Party, which traditionally
respects the natural pecking
order that would make Bush the
nominee.

But he says Bush's support is
“soft — a mile wide and an inch
deep,” ready for the picking. He
is making inroads in Iowa, the
first caucus state, where he leads
the polls.

For the first time in his life, he
is learning to delegate responsi-
bility to his staff, and, by no coin-
cidence, for the first time he has
an organized campaign.

He draws large crowds in gym-
nasiums and coffee shops across
the Hawkeye State and he greets
every audience member at the
door as they leave. When the
crowd is gone, he's off, press in
tow but at a distance. He doesn't
cater to trendy personal ques-
tions nor suggestions that he
soften his touch or project a stoic
vision for Bob Dole Country.

“No way,” said Dreiling, the
Democratic chairman. “This man
is as independent as a cat on a
hot tin roof. He projects the
image of substance and character.
And that may be just the vision
the country is looking for.”
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