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Dole waltzes across Iowa
— with mustard and relish

Editer's note — This is another
ina ; series of articles

andi for the 1988 Re-
can and Democratic presi-
itial nominations.

7iMilke Feinsilber
sotdated Press Writer

GRINNELL, Iowa — The Re-
publican faithful are gathered in
the 4-H building on the Poweshiek
County fairgrounds to feast on raw
Democratic meat sliced up by Bob
Dole and then, for their $7.50 con-
tribution, to s;tl dt’:wn !t:;; Sunggy
afternoon meal of roasted pig, bis-
m“s. cole slaw, potato
NIIIJ, qecan pie, rhubarb pie, and

a e

Tl?tflﬂt Dole. And the Dole they
see is & more relaxed, more po-
lished Dole than the one the coun-
try came to know in 1976.

He talks about compassion.

He says welfare is important.

He brags that he is a friend of
George McGovern, once the very
symbol of everything the GOP
stands against.

He remembers that “‘every day
in the Tast couple of years of her
life”” his mother would tell him,
“Don’t touch my Social Security."

Oh, says Dole, the Senate minor-
ity leader from Kansas, he is still a
conservative. You could look it up.
“I've;voted about 10,700 times in
the last 27 years and you're going
tofind & consistently conservative
record, aud one who cares about

Solo!!dly comfortable in his
e orthodoxy that he is will-
ing to joke about it.
.—Hﬁ'-‘ﬂ-

0S8. IOWA these au-
, With mustard and

just keep one thing in mind —
there are twice as many Republi-
cans in Russell County as Demo-
crats.

"I said, ‘I've just made a great
philosophical judgment: I'm a Re-
publican.’ "

Dole even risks small jokes at
Ronald Reagan's expense, such as
how politicians love to claim rural
roots. *'Oh, a lot of people are sym-
pathetic to the farmer," he says.
‘“Jimmy Carter had a farm.
(Pause.) Ronald Reagan's got a
horse."”

And, more pointedly, in a speech
earlier in the day at Clear Lake,
lowa, ‘Do you want someone in
the White House who can sit down
and talk to a group of farmers
without having to bring in 50 staff
experts?"’

Dole used to shy away from
talking about himself. For a time,
his campaign speeches sounded
like a call of the Senate agenda of
pending business. Now he talks
about the hard days in Russell.
Kan.

Father ran a cream and egg
store. Didn't finish high school;
wore overalls for 42 years and was
proud of it. Mother drove across
Kansas selling Singer sewing ma-
chines from the trunk of the car.

Dole, home from the war, went
to school on the GI Bill, and got
elected Republican county attor-
ney. One responsibility was ap-
proving the monthly welfare rolls.
Every month, his eyes went down
the list and found the names of his
grandparents, Robert D. and
Margaret Dole.

m World War

months in Army hospi-
arm rendered use-
“war ‘hero. Both parties
o n'as a candidate.

“*And 1 said I don’t know any-
thif§ ‘about politics,” Dole says.
*“They said you don’t have to know
anything about politics, but you've
beén shot and maybe we can get
you elected. I remember talking to
the Democrats and talking to the
Republicans and I remember the
Republicans saying, we don’t care
what those Democrats told you,

“Not because they were lazy.
They weren't. They were farmers. |
They 'were tenant farmers. They |
were kicked off the farm. They
were broke.”

He is no longer the Midwestern
lone eagle who, running against
Reagan and the field in 1980, was
so soundly drubbed in Iowa that he
gave up. “I remember calling
town meetings in 1979, and nobody
showed up,” he says of that vain
effort. “‘Nobody except me and the
poor soul who agreed to have the
meeting.”

In Washington, he is still the
hardball player, capable of saying
on the Senate floor, *'I didn't be-
come majority leader to lose.’’ But
on the campaign trail he is doing
all he can to erase the image of the
glowering Dole who, as Gerald
Ford's 1976 running mate, savage-
ly lit into Democrat Walter Mon-
dale in a debate (*'If we added all
the killed and wounded in all Dem-
ocrat wars in this century, it would
be about 1.6 million Americans’’).

He can joke about that too: 'In
the Mondale debate, I went for the
jugular — my own.”

To survive as George Bush's
chief competitor, Dole must do
well in the February caucuses in
lowa, neighbor to his native state,
but he senses he is doing well, here
and throughout the farm belt. He
leads in the polls in lowa.
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POLITICS AND POLICY

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

# Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, 1 have
seen listening to the debate olf and on
today. 1 first want to express my ap-
preciation to all Senators, particularly
Senators on this side of the aisle, al-
though the distinguished chairman,
Senator BentsEN, and Senator CHILES
on the other sidg have been very busy
also.

1 have listened to Senator PAck-
woop, who has made a great contribu-
tion; and to Senator DomEnici, who
has a different view. But I think over
the past several weeks and months
Senator Domenict has made vast and
positive changes in the original prod-
uct and the end product.

1 would also note the contributions
of Senator PHIL GraMM, Who was sort
of the father of the original legislation
and, of course, deeply Interested in
what happens today.

I am going to vote for the confer-
ence report. I think all of us have
questions. I know, as I travel around
the country these days, people ask
about the deficit. They ask why Con-
gress Is not doing something about it.
They ask “What are you going to do
about It? What would you do about
i

Everybody wants to bring the budget
into balance as quickly as possible. A
lot of people have a lot of good ideas.
They do not have the votes, but they
have got the ideas—a line-item veto, a
constitutional amendment for a bal-
anced budget.

Those obviously are very important,
but we are not dealing with that
today. We are dealing with what we
have before us. It is not a perfect
product. Gramm-Rudman-Hollings
was not perfect at the outset, as the
Supreme Court indicated. But we did
admit in 1985 that the process was not
working.

We missed by one vote adopting a
constitutional amendment for a bal-
anced budget In this body. I think we
had 66 votes and we nceded 67. And we
missed by a couple of votes the line-
item veto. We needed 60 to break a fil-
{buster, as I recall. and we had 58.

The question today Is whether we
want to reinstate, by the so-called
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings fix, that
budgetary discipline.

By approving the legislation, the
threat of automatic sequestration once
again exists. I think we would all have
to confess that that really is not the
way It is supposed to work. Congress is
supposed to take certain actlons, with
the help of the administration from
time Lo time, to avoid what is probably
perceived as blackmail, in a sense, eco-
nomic budgetary blackmail, or call it

1 think we are, at least our constitn-
ents think we are, the ones who ought
to be making the decisions, rather
than some aulomatic processes that
have not worked. That Is why we had
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 1. That s
why we are going to have & Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings 11. If it works, Con-
gress will have to confront some tough
cholces and set thelr spending prior-
ities and revenue priorities. Maybe the
budget will be in balance.

It scems to me there are other
things that we should have done that
we are not doing here: to try a 2-year
budget and appropriations cycle, some
way to break up the massive continu-
ing resolutions so the President is not
confronted with an all or nothing situ-
ation. As it stands, you can load up a
continuing resolution with a lot of
junk and send it to the President. He
does not have any allernative but to
sign it or let the Government come to
a screcching halt.

1 would prefer a proposal that would
guarantee there will not be any tax In-
crease and I do not think we made
that judgment today. I think what we
are saying today Is that we are going
to pass this; the spending and taxing
decisions are going to come later. They
will be made, those suggestions and
recommendations, when we have rec-
onciliation and appropriations legisla-
tion. Like everybody else, we will all
have to review that legislation. Cer-
tainly I will, particularly as it may ad-
dress itself to any revenue changes or
attempts to treat defense unfairly.

So, what we have before us is prob-
ably not perfect. But there is one
other matter in this package that I
think deserves some attention. I think
in many cases that to many Senators
it may be the deciding factor. We will
be back, probably, addressing some of
the problems in the Gramm-Rudman
later. 1 would guess the next President
may not like what he sees in this pack-
age. But there is one thing that 1
think has a lot of merit and that is ex-
tending the debt ceiling to get il
beyond the 1988 election.

I recall when I was the chairman of
the Finance Committee, I do not know
how many Limes we had Lo extend the
debt ceiling, but it seemned like it was
every other week. Every ume it s
brought to the floor, as the distin-
guished chairman of the Finance Cqm-
mittee knows, I is falr game. 1 think
at one time we had 21 different
amendments on the debt ceiling deal-
ing with everything from foreyn
policy Lo economic policy to far_m
policy: none of which was in the Juris-
diction of the Finance Committee or
the Ways and Means Commiliee in
the House. ) )

1 think what we are saying is the
United States, I It wants to continue
paying its bills. if we want to conunue
our credibility worldwide, {or atL lrast
14 years we are going to enpage in
tiscal brinksmanship, That [ think is
going Lo be of some solace to the mar-
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kels and others who look to us reliable
in many, many ways. One of the best
elements of this package is it is going
to incrcase the debt ceiling through
May of 1989.

So, I thank the distinguished manag-
er of the bill This does keep the proc-
ess moving in the right direction, ho-
pefuly keeps the deficit moving in the
right direction, and that Is down. I be-
lieve, based on the Information that I
have, that it Is in our intersts to sup-
port the conference report.

Again, I would say, some of my most
respected colleagues, particularly the
distinguished Senator from New
Mexico, has a different view, one that
1 respect totally. I want to again ex-
press my appreciation to him for
moving the process in the right direc-
tion and for raising the objections he
has today.
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what you will.

Ferocious Ambition Drives Political Junkie Dole,

But Candidate Lacks Carefully FFixed Philosophy

By James M. Perry
Staff Reporter of Toe Warn Sraeer Jounnan

RUSSELL, Kan.—Nearly forly years
ago, John Woelk recruited Robert Dole, a
young war hero, to run as a Republican
candidate for the state Legislature.

“1 didn’t know back then whether he
was a liberal or a conservative," said Mr.
Woelk, a lawyer here and a former county
altorney. "1 still don't know, and [ don't
think he knows either. It depends whether
the wind's blowing from the north or the
south."”

Mr. Dole is running for president, still
the war hero from little Russell. But now,

This is the four!: in a scrics of
personal profiles of 1988 presidential
candudales.

after 26 years as a congressmin and sena-
tor, he is also the ultimate Washington in-
sider and a man with no carefully fixed po-
litical philosophy.

He seems, sometimes, to have a chip on
his shoulder. He doesn't care for people
who grew up with inherited wealth (Vice
President George Bush, for example) or
people with theories who write books (lack
Kemp, especially).

His idea of relaxation, said his old
friend and campaign manager, Robert
Ellsworth, "'is to sit around and talk politi-
citl shalegy.”

“My father,” said Robin Dole, a Wash-
ington loblyist, “actually loves being on
the road, campaigning 12 hours a day.”

All of his close friends are political
junkies—people such as Robert Strauss,
former Nemoreratic Party chairman, politi-
cil lobbyists William Timmons and Tom
Korologos, pollster and political strategist
Tully Plesser. The best friend he ever had,
Kansas newspaperman and longtime GOP
national committeeman McDill “Huck™
Royd, died earlier this year. “They both
loved politics—and each other,” said cam-
paign manager Ellsworth.

The 64-year-old senator exercises on a
stationary bicycle, positioned in [ront of
the TV set in his apartment in Washing-
ton's Watergate complex. He pedals furi-
ously while watching the evening news
during the week, then pedals some more
while catching all the political talk shows
on Sunday (as long, he said, ‘as my wile
doesn’t drag me off to church.”)
Feroclously Ambitious Politician

This is not, then, the Grand Old Party's
eandidate of new —or even nld—ideas. This
is a tough, skillful, self-made and fero-
ciously ambitious politician who almost
died from his terrible World War II
wotnds,

He is a bewildening set of contiadie:
tions: angry and funuy, successful and in-
secure, talkative—the party’s best orator—
and reticent, a Tartar to work for and also

J omemers

ROBERT DOLE

*64 YEARSOLD )
* DIVORCED AND REMARRIED, ONE DAUGHTER

*WASHBURN UNIVERSITY

* REPUBLICAN OF KANSAS

same qualities shined through.”

Johnny Carson thow."

I ANSAS state representative 1951-1953; Russell
County attorney 1953-1961; U.S. congressman
1961-1968; U.S. senator since 1969, Republican leader
since 1984; Republican national chairman 1971-1973;
Republican candidate for vice president 1976.

Proudest accomplishment In politics: “As Senate majority leader, the budget
vote in the wee hours of May 10, 1985, when the Republican Senate majority
passed a revolutionary deficit-reduction package. We really cut spending.”
Most-admired American liberal: The late Senator Philip Hart. “I first met him
when we were both in an Army hospital after World War II. He wasa
genuinely good person. Years later, when we became Senate colleagues, those

Other than politics, the Job you'd llke to be doing now: “Law or host of the

a man with genuine compassion for the un-
derdog.

1t all comes together on the floor and in
the cloakrooms of the Senale, where, as
Republican leader, he has become a mas-
ter legislative strategist. He'll play off a
liberal such as GOP Sen. Mark Hatfield of
Oregon, one day, then turn his attention to
the needs of a conserviative—Sen. Jesse
Helms (R., N.C.) has received a lot of fa-
vors from Bob Dole—the next. He knows
how to win his battles, one at a time.

If he has no carefully iixed philosophy,
he does have some basic instinets. Because
of his own handicap, a war-injured arm, he
instinctively reaches out to the disadvan-
taged. He ‘has established a foundation to
help the physically handicapped and led
the floor fight to make Martin Luther King
Jr.'s birthday a national holiday.

He said his candidacy will appeal to "*a
lot of people in our society who feel they
have been left out —whether they are disa-
bled or poor or black or white. 1 can sit
down with a welfare recipient and not he
embarrassed about it.”

Balanced Budget

He is not always receptive to new ideas,
and one old notion he cherishes is that the
budget should be balanced. He expresses
contempt for supply-side economicts who
are not so concerned aboul  balanced
budgets. 1 tell them to get back into the
real world,” he said.

But it is “character,” that overworked
buzz word for the 1985 general election,
that Sen. Dole and his key advisers believe
will decide the outcome. “"There's no war,
no major economic disorder,"” said Mr

Ellsworth. ""This time the issue Is charac-
ler, strength, integrity.”

His character was formed here in Rus-
sell and on a battleground in Italy. Bob
Dole’s roots run deep in central Kansas.
Unlike, say, Gary Hart, from Ottawa,
Kan.; Walter Mondale, from Elmore,
Minn.; or even Ronald Reagan, from
Dixon, Ill., he didn't run away {rom his
small-town past. He keeps coming back to
Russell, to savor, if nothing else, Aunt
Gladys's celebrated potato salad, but with-
out the onions.

The Bob Dole story is so small-town
America, so improbable, no self-respecting
Hollywood producer would buy it. When he
was in high school, Bob Dole actually was
a soda jerk, wearing white ice cream
pants, in Dawson's drugstore, on Main
Street. As an end on the football team,
with seconds to go, he caught a pass in the
end zone to win the game, 6-0, In the mud
against Ellis. “'I didn't catch it,” sald Mr.
Dole. “It stuck to my jersey."

His father, Doran, ran a cream-and-egg
station down by the Union Pacific tracks.
Farmers would bring produce to the sta-
tion; Doran would buy it and see It got to
market. Later, he operated the grain ele-
vator. Mr. Dole’s mother, Bina, domi-
nated—domineered maybe, too—the fam-
ily. She whipped the kids when they misbe-
haved. She tanght them, the rest of the
family recalls, that "‘can’t” is not a part of
the language.

Bob Dole, a kid from the prairie, en-
listed in the Army and was ordered, with
typical Army logic, into battle in Italy with
the elite 85th Mountain Infantry, officered

by Ivy Leaguers who learned about moun-
tains on New England ski slopes.

On April 14, 1945, Second Lt. Dole, in
making what his citation calls “*a sweeping
flank movement,” walked into mine fields
and sniper, machine-gun and small-arms
fire. All the men under his command were
wounded. Lt. Dole pushed forward until he
was wounded himself. He still doesn't
know exactly what hit him.

1t took 39 months in hospitals to put Bob
Dole back together. He almost died two or
three times. “When I lost my kidney, even
I thought 1 might lose it all,"" he said. "I
had a very, very high temperature. It got
up to 108.7 degrees. They piacked me in
ice.”

He went to war a trim 190-pound ath-
lete, He came home to Russell weighing
120 pounds, never again to have functional
use of his right arm. "It got to me,” he
said. “Why me, and what did I do to de-
serve this?"

“It still takes Bob two hours to get
dressed,” said his brother, Kenny, who is
in what's left of the oil business here.
“Just imagine trying to tie your tie with
orie hand with those starched shirts he
wears. But he won't give in. He doesn't ask
for help, that guy."

But one person who did help him was
Phyllis Holden, an occupational therapist
he met in the hospital. They were married

three months later. The marriage ended |

years afterward when Mr. Dole announced
he wanted out. ‘*We didn’t have any discus-
sion about it," Mrs. Buzick (she remarried
after the divorce) sald. "'Of course, I was
angry, but vindictiveness never got any-
body anywhere."

Pins and Earrings

She supports her ex-hushand for presi-
dent, to the point of making and selling
Dole-for-President pins and earrings. ‘1
guess one reason I'm for him,"” she said,
*“is that he works so hard. I'm living proof
of that.”

Sen. Dole's second wife, Elizabeth—he
hastens to point out he didn't know her at
the time of his divorce—has resigned as
transportation secretary In President Rea-
gan's cabinet, effective Oct. 1, to help the
senator campaign.

Mr. Dole's parents were Democrats,
and Mr. Dole himself isn’t sure just where
he stood politically when he came home
from the war. His only political hero at the
time, he said, was Franklin D. Roosevelt.
He was recruited by the Republicans be-
cause, as a war hero, he appeared to be a
winner.

“It was just sort of a game then," said
Mr, Dole. "“You had to be Republican or
Democrat, and you ran, and you didn’t get
into any philosophical discussions.” He
said it wasn't until 1960, when he first ran
for Congress, that "I even started focusing
on what the federal government did and
what it could do.”

He's trying now to calch up a little on
the theoretical side of politics, reading sev-
eral books recommended to him by Daniel
Boorstin, former librarian of Congress.
But, pressed to name these books, he re-
plied, **Oh, you know, the one on Washing-
ton, one on Jefferson.” But he can't re-
member who wrote them. "I don't read a
lot of books,” he said, finally. “I don't
write many either. 1 haven't read any of
Kemp’s."

Sen. Dole is still trying to live down an
image of being mean and ruthless, much of
it stemming from his brutal performance
as President Ford’s running mate against
Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale in 1976
and a mean spirited campaign for re-elec-
Lion to the Senale two years earlier. “'He 1s

competitive,” noted Mr. Ellsworth.

Where does all this drive and aggres-
ston come from? Some people think it goes
back to those war wounds. His brother,
Kenny, recalled Mr. Dole saying the war
took almost a decade out of his life and,
one way or another, he was going to get it
back. But Kenny also said that brother Bob
“was a workaholic from the day he was
born."”

“It wasn’t the wounds that made him
the way he is," said Mr. Ellsworth. "It
comes from his genes and his early envi-
ronment. You know, nurture and na-
ture."

And now, as his political fortunes im-
prove, this skillful, nonideological political
junkie is being asked to define his *'vi-

slon,” the second major buzz word, slightly

trailing “character,” in the 1988 cam-
paign.

“Just the other day,” said Mr. Daole,
rarely able to resist a quip, 'l had some
young lady tell me she was waiting to hear
my vision. I sad, "Well, as soon as 1t
comes, | will give you a ring.”
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