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Supporters of Sen. Robert Dole for
the Republican presidential nomination
claimed a 3-to-1 sweep in Sunday’s
islandwide, precinct-level balloting to
reorganize the local GOP.

But backers of Vice President
George Bush said he had emerged from
the voting still the preferred choice of
island Republicans.

Proof of which of the two — Bush or:

Dole — came out the winner was not
available because the local Republi-
cans voted for members and officers of
the precinct. committees and not for a
presidential-hopeful.-The-precinct-offi-
cers elected Sunday will pick the GOP
local leadership, who will in turn select
the 14-member delegation to the Re-
publican presidential convention.

In most of the island’s 104 precincts,
GOP members endorsed the slate of the

in eight precincts, the NPP slates were
changed as dissenters nominated other
candidates from the floor.

In Guaynabo, Mayor Alejandro Cruz
Jr., the Dole campaign chairman in
Puerto_Rico, almost came to blows
with GOP national committeeman
Mickey Galib when the latter accused
Cruz of shutting him out of the slate.
Galib and other ranking members of
the GOP State Committee, led by for-
mer Gov. Luis A. Ferré, favor Bush.

Most NPP mayors, with the exception of
San Juan Mayor Baltasar Corrada del
Rio and Ponce Mayor José Dapena
Thompson, have endorsed Dole.

Galib subsequently was nominated for
one of the 15 seats on the precinct
committee, but drew only 57 votes.

Ferré. journeyed from his Guaynabo
home to Ponce, his native city, to vote. In
a telephone interview, Ferré said the
turnout “shows tremendous interest in
the Republican Party.”

Some Republicans said 8,000 went to
the polls, but partial returns showed the
tally closer to 6,000.

In Guaynabo and in San Juan's Pre-
cinct 1, the supply of GOP affiliation
blanks fell short of the demand, Cruz said.
About 400 people voted in the Guaynabo
precinct;-the-largest-showing among-the
precincts, Cruz said.

The lowest turnout was in Villalba,
where -30 people — the minimum re-
quired by party regulations — cast bal-
lots, GOP officials said.

Cruz called it the start of “a new
Republican Party” here.

Donald Devine, Dole’s senior consul-
tant, complained of little advance publici-
ty for the balloting. Devine quoted Ferré
as saying a shortage of party funds
limited the publicity.

The Dole forces also complained about
pro-Bush radio spots carried by a local
radio station last week. It was not report- |
ed who sponsored the ads. i

The official GOP organization in any |
state or territory is barred from sponsor- |
ing ads for a specific candidate, but may
publicize the caucuses. Ferré denied any |
connection to the Bush promos and said |
that if anybody on the State Committee
sponsored the ads it was done without his
knowledge. b

Dole’s campaign chairman said a

group-identified with-former-San-Juan | .

Mayor Hernan Padilla’s Puerto Rican
Renewal Party had a hand in placing the
ads. However, Cruz cleared Padilla from
any involvement.

Both the local GOP and Democratic

New Progressive Party leadership. But

See DELEGATES, Page 14

GOP officials said.
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The turnout exceeded expectations,

Party primaries are scheduled for March
20, 1988.
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Bush's presidential campaign is in,
deep trouble in lowa.

Rich Bond has come in to take over
— he ran Bush'’s 1980 lowa campaign’
— but it appears to me that he's too'
late. I don’t see how he can break away'
those who've decided to support Dole:
and the others, and I doubt that the
remaining pool of unrecruited Repubs | ™
licans is big enough to change things. .- |/

Bush plainly forgot the lesson he
learned in 1980: The lowa caucuses |
are retail , B! |

Bush beat Ronald Reagan in Iowa | B}
that year by shaking more hands, kis- | i
sing more babies, making morg |
speeches, visiting more towns, |
giving more folks a chance to take

personal measureofhim. =

It was a page out of the book writtert
by George McGovern in 1972 and
Jimmy Carter Illlﬁ'?ﬂ.lndilplidog

_So what have we seen this year?
George Bush running a you-may-kiss-

W what I would do’
were running the Bush campaign. ‘¢
Talte it underground, I said. Go right:
to the grassroots now and get the pre-
mmmmmﬂ )
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following :
later with the same kind of letter from |

|  The idea is to.form a personal by

i tnct,abmd.thltﬂwmem‘
political re o

48 ‘-um.m"ﬁmwm work,” said

my friend. “Bush dokan't have

nizing front and Dole is beating him o
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months ago. Rich Bond's arrival:
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By JACK GERMOND
and JULES WITCOVER ,
: DES MOINES

Towans for Life had just heard from Rep. Jack Kemp
and television evangelist Pat Robertson, trying to outdo
each other in their oEposition to abortion. The final
speaker was Sen. Bob Dole, also anti-abortion but not as
identified with the issue as are Kemp and Robertson.

Like them, Dole proceeded to make a hard pitch to the
special interest of this particular group. He told the audi-
ence that "' have always been on the side of life"" and that
he had cast his first pro-life vote in 1975, and on every
pro-life vote since. It sounded at first as if Dole was just
trying t6 out-Robertson Robertson and out-Kemp Kemp
on the issue. .

But then he began to talk “electability.'" He cited polls
that indicated he has the strongest appeal to Democrats
and independents. “You've got a stake in electability,"”
he said. “*You've got to make a judgment on which of
these candidates . . . can be nominated and elected in
1988. Because if it's someone on the other (Democratic)
side, your marches are going to be longer and they're go-
ing tl;) be colder, and it's going to be a steeper hill to
limb."

The total candidate
But, Dole went on, “‘there are other issues that con-
cern people in this audience. There are some single-issue
people, yes. But I've got to believe that for the most part
the American voter is looking at us as a total candidate."
The voter is looking for leadership over a range of issues,
he said. and he the most experience and best back-

‘ground to provide it.

Dole's pitch was another way of telling the right-to-lif-
ers that he saw them as voters of more well-rounded in-
terests than just abortion, and that he was the well-
rounded candidate equipped to advance all of those
issues. :

The remarks demonstrated Dole's hope not only of
gerting his share of the anti-abortion vote now, but also
of positioning himself to inherit the Robertson support-
ers once, as widely expected, it becomes clear that their
first choice will not be nominated.

All along, a premise of the Kemp campaign has been
that Robertson will fall short and that Kemp will be the
obvious place for the Robertson supporters to %o. as the
ideologically purest conservative candidate. Dole
is mounting a direct challenge to that premise with his
own record on litmus-test conservative issues, and with
his addirional emphasis on electability.

At the [owa Republican Party's big presidential-candi-
date cattle show at Ames later, Dole made the pitch
again. The hall was packed with cheering newcomers to
Iowa politics sporting Robertson T-shirts and soraw boat-
ers. The other candidates had acted as if they weren't
there, but Dole talked directly to them.

Bork and the.Contras

“I'm very thankful to Pat Robertson and others,"" he
began. “who have brought new people into the Republi-
can Party.”’ He was with them on the abortion issue,
prayer in the schools and the rest. he said, "'but there are
a lot of other things.” He listed some of them, including
the confirmation of Judge Robert Bork to the Supreme
Courtand aid to the Contras.

Longtme Republicans in the crowd knew all the candi-

.ri"htﬁ'ela,

' ‘above with his wife Elizabeth,
used his lowa stumping to catch up with -
evangelist Pat Robertson and Rep. Jack Kemp.
Among his key points:

ESOCIAL ASSISTANCE: Dole, whose right arm
was crippled in World War |l, promised he would
“provide . , . inspiration to the disabled" andthe -
physically or socially handicapped. . :
EON ABORTION: Dole said he had voted pro--

- life since 1975. mwbobwaswingto
keep pace with nand Kemp, who have
each sounded anti-abortion calls.

ITHANKS TO OPPONENT: Dole said he
backed Pat Robertson returning prayer to public
schools. He added his support for the
confirmation of Judge Robert Bork to the
Supreme Court and for new Contra aid.

dates, he said, but these newcomers “don’t have the fog-
giest notion of who we are,"" and he proceeded to te
them who Bob Dole was. He launched into an appealing
biography of his small-town childhood in a working-class
home, his war record and long hospitalization that, he
said, made him sensitive to peoﬁle‘s hurts and needs.

Something had to be done;_n:d sa.lt'ih I.ut:out the GOlP'g

e as a party more conce wi e country clu
gen:ﬁnm with people who need help. "'l can provide an in-
spiration to the disabled," the man with the withered
right arm said, and to other physically or socially handi-
capped Americans as well.
is a far different Bob Dole on the stump than the

one who stumbled his way to an early exit in the 1980 Re-
publican nomination race. Then he was all wisecracks
and legislative jargon, reluctant to talk about himself. He
still peppers his speeches with one-liners, but they are
nearly always self-deprecnt.l‘:,}g. For example, he tells
how he got into politics after World War [I: I told them,
'l don't know anything about politics.” They said, *“We
know, but you got shot. Maybe they'll vote for you.™

Dole is not out of the woods yet regarding suspicions
that he may quip himself out 6f contention. But fis eye is
on broadening his appeal as the “total candidate” who is
right on all the issues of concern to traditional Republi-
cans — and open to those still outside the fold. or just
getting in.

Jack Germond and Jules Witcover are political col-
umnists for the Baltimore Evening Sun.
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