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Texans look at Bob Dole

Since most political observers have dinplr con-

ceded Texas to Bush, the question is whether the Dole
response means anything.

Dole backers say it means Bush's support is soft
(even in bis home state) and that some Republicans
— and Democrats and independents — are shopping

1 for a Jid: Not to mention
the foct that some showed up to see Dole's
wile, frequently mentioned as a vice presi-
dential candidate.

As ever, the master of the quip, Dole
began: “[ say right upfront, I know I am in
Texas. But the bottom line is to elect a Re-
publicon in 1988, (pause) If Elizabeth
runs, I'll support her.”

There's no question that Vice Presi-
dent George Bush is the lead Republican
in the 1988 presidential sweepstakes in
Texas. He bas an extensive organization
and name identification.

According to the Texas Poll just re-
leased, Bush is recognized by all but 10
percent of Texans interviewed. Despite
being Senate Republican leader and a vice presi
tal candldate (and being on television extensively —
since the Iran/contra story broke), Dole's name wasn't
recognized by 33 percent in that poll.

“Obviously, he is well ahead,” Dole agreed. “But he
was well ahead everywhere a year ogo. Now in some
of the early states (such as lowa),” Dole notes, it's
rather close. “He's got to try to hold on. I've got to try
to cotch him."”

Two weeks ago, Dole named a state campaign mon-
ager, operating out of Dallas, and began enlisting sup-
port so that he will be in a position to capitalize
should Bush's support erode in the states that have
the early primaries.

Hugh Akin. a Dallas public relations executive who
served as an advance man for the Ford-Dole campaign
in 1976, soys: “Bush’s support is two miles wide and
two inches deep in Texas.” If Bush falters in the early
states, there could be an effect in Texas.

In his own right. Dole is drawing support from Re-
publicans who feel he is a stronger leader than Bush,
and those who think Bush can get the nomination but
can't win in November. He's also drawing support
from among the more social-issue (anti-abortion, pro-
home school) conservatives. His stote campaign mana-
ger. James Meadows. s a former state chairman in the
ultraconservative Young Americans for Freedom.

Why Dole? “Because he is the most conservative
candidate that is electable in 1988," said Tom Pauken.

a former congressional candidate and director of AC- |

TION.

Richard Collins of Dallas, one of 100 national co-
chawrmen for Dole, feels a “lot of people are lovking
for an alternative to Bush."

The image of Dole seems to have changed since he
was regarded as the batchet man for President Gerald
Ford in 1976. Some thought Dole self-destructed in
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Dole's explanation, however, is that he had to go

into the briar patch to allow Ford to stay in the Rose -
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The difference in 1988 is that Dole is setting the 1

tone, deciding what to stress and how to stress it.

And what be's stressing ore these qualities: leader- :

ship, handson experience in with the issues,
competence, a totally different background from
Bush, an ability to bring people from both sides to the
bargaining table. and an ability to draw Demograts
and independents.

At 63, he's spent 27 years in Congress (in both the
House and Senate), served under six presidents, been
cllurmnn of the Senate Finance Committee, on the

" | Agriculture Committee 27 years, majority
and minority leader.

His biggest - selling point, when he
starts talking about issues like the deficit,
is that he's been there and worked out

solutions. “If we're going to
solve the deficit® problem, you have to
have someone who can work with those
on both sides of the aisle. I've been doing
that”

now? “One.” he said. sumply. It's No. 1.
Dole and his wife also are trying to
stress his “human-ness.” He tells about
growing up in Kansas, his mother selling
vacuum cleaners and sewing machines,
his father selling dairy products and oper-

nin; a grain elevator. Wounded in World War I, Dole ||
“spent three years in hospitals and lost the use of his i

right arm and hand.

Dole also points to the need for a Republican to
hove support from Democrats and independents. In-
deed, there were Democrats and former Democrats in
the Dallas audience. A former Democratic county
chairman who now votes in the Republican primary
and supports candidates in both parties in November
said he's supporting Dole. Why? “In a word, convic-
tion,” Earl Luna said.

Susan Collins, wife of the national cochairman,
picks Dole because “he's the only one who seems pres-
idential and truly understands power — the only one
I felt in his presence [ was in the presence of a presi-
dent" Also, she added, “I think its exciting that he has
acompetent wife."

What about the prospects for a Dole-Dole ticket?

“We kid about it a lot, but its not very realisuc,” he
said. Then he added, “Maybe Bush will look that way."”

That prospect would depend, of course, on the col-
lapsing of his first course of action, which is catching
Bush.

“Texas right now is his. But he won't get all the
delegates. It's a big, big, diverse state. There is oppor-
tunity for others.” he said. “including Bob Dole.”

Carolyn Barta is editor of Viewpoints.

Where is the deficit on his priority list, |
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dered, has Bob Dole really
changed?

“Of course,” says Dorothy
Sarnoff, an Image consultant in
New York who previously worked
for Rockefeller family executives.
“1 changed him. He was the best
student I ever had. A nice, nice
man. I took away his snide.”

Dole’'s willingness to go to
Sarnoff revealed to me the inten-
sity of his desire to be President

and his recognition that the old -

Dole would never make it. More-

ver, Sarnoff clearly has had an
impact. The candidate no longer
crouches over the podium to hide
the arm withered from his war-
time injury, thus calling attention
to it. Instead, he stands'tall, and
no one notices his handicap.

There was more to.change,

however, than his speaking pos-

ture. When I worked for him, there
seemed nothing in Dole’s psychol-
ogy sodeep as his resistancetoin-
tellectual ideals, strategic themes
or inspirational rhetoric. He was
bored with what he called the
“ish-shoes.” The undercurrent-of
his jokes revealed a negativism
and pessimism in his politics. -
The pivotal question of the
current Dole campaign is whether
he has overcome this hostility to
ideas and affirmative visions. He
must do more than point to his
sterlingrecord in Congress. Politi-
cal consultant John Sears, the ar-
chitect of Ronald Reaganig-early
victories in 1980, has tried to give
Dole's campaign a similar inspi-
rational quality. “Mere compe-
tenice is not going to get you the

In thtsfadedplwtoﬁ‘om 1945, the wounded Dole la
Topeim.Kans.hospltaL Hts we(ght droppedfmm 190 to l22pounds.

~ ASHEREACHES
FOR THE PRESIDENCY
CAN THE NEW BOB DOLE
PUT THE OLD ONE

BEHIND HIM?

by George Gilder

peéch  draft were
trewn about the carpet
“of the hotel suite, and
Senator Robert Dole,

- his features skewed
into a scowl, loomed over the
litter.

Pointingto each sheet of paper
asifit wercanespecially noisome
dog's mistake, he roared out, “Bad
...Bad...Bad...Bad..." at the
startled author—myself. Then,
without any more specific com-
plaints, he told me to "pick up the
papers and get out.™

So beganmy stintin 1976 asa
speech writer for Senator Dole,
then running for Vice President
with Gerald Ford. I considered the
possibility of resigning then and
there, in that Des Molnes hotel,
and skulkingback home with my
tail between my legs. But as a
speech writer | previously had en-
dured benign neglect from Rich-
ard Nixon, scorn from Jacob Ja-
vits and dyslexia from Nelson
Rockefeller. My final 1967 pay-
check “from Governor George
Romney wasstill in the mall. I felt
I could endure two more well-paid
weeks in Bob Dole's traveling dog-
house.

1 had signed on because Dole’s
quicksilver wit and abrasive par-
tisanship appealed to me. He was
the man who had called Jimmy
Carter "Southern-frled McGov-
ern.” About the Watergate tapes
he had quipped, “"Thank good-
ness, whenever 1 was in the Oval
Office I only nodded." Even as [
left the hotel suite, I had to admit
there might have been an element
of madecap fun in his treatment of
me.

Thinking I had a sensational
story to regale the troops with. 1
Joined a group of other staff mem-
bers down at the bar. To my sur-
,prise. several responded with
£stmilar tales of abuse. “That's our

Sman Bob," was the typlcal reac-
tion. Dole had been as caustic to-
ward their rhetoric and ideas as
toward mine, Yet what he wanted,

swhy he lashed out, remained a

g mystery tomost of the people who

% worked for him day to day. Dole
could be entertaining, but the

" who could entertain him in

turn, such as the salty racon!

" Lyn Nofziger and his old cong

sional crony Robert Ellsworth

1 was fascinated by
strange stormy figure who, in
proaching the pinnacle of Amr
can politics, made little effor
control his temper, relate to
staff, research his positions or
1ift his rhetoric. In this age of ¢
glomerate campaigns caterec
scores of speclallsts providing
sition papers, image cosme!
polling data and fund-rait
grease, Dole was a lone ran
Shrewd and resourceful, he e
had the deep voice and dark g
looks of Clayton Moore, TV'sL
Ranger. And he surely had
fastest draw in American polit

Dole’s mood deteriorated
the ‘76 Election Day approacl
Even his wit began wearing t
He reached his nadir-in-a-lo:
debate with Walter Mond
Against his rival's mastery of
issues, Dole essentially esche
both facts and philosophy :
tried to get by on one-liners .
mean jokes. He sald that la
leader George Meany was "'pr¢
bly Mondale's makeup m:
Dole seemed at last to have
out of silver bullets.

In 1980, still a lone ranger
grandly announced his cand
cy for President and promptly
raveled. In the farm state of Ic
next to his home constituenc;
Kansas, he won less than 2 )
cent of the vote in the Republi
party caucuses. Then, after 1
ing a total of 607 votes in the I
Hampshire primary—behinde
Lyndon LaRouche—Dole ig
miniously dropped out.

I thought he was through.
see that the press has discove
a “new" Bob Dole, running o
again for the presidency. A r
who has “matured in office”
receives a “new respect” in We
ington from observers across
political spectrum. Indeed, for:
Democratic national chairn
Robert Strauss says Dole
“grown more than anybody
this town." The hard-nosed ¢
servative activist Paul Wey:
declares the change to be "o
whelming, almost impossibl
describe.”

Most important, the new |
Dole is adjudged by many exp:
to be the most likely nomine:
the Republican party. I won-

N
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" says Sears. “If he

can convince people he has a vi-
sion that's credible and that’s bet-
ter than the other candidates’,
he'll be nominated and elected.”
But for Dole to do this will require
a major psychological shift. His
self-sufficiency, his cynicism, his
gloomy view of the world, have
roots far back in his past.

An elegantly. athletic youth, six
foot three, Dole was brought up in
the barrens of Depression-era
Kansas. In the small town of Rus-
sell, he shone chiefly in sports,
starring on the high school bas-
ketball team, and going on to the
University of Kansas to excel in
football, basketball and track. In
1943 he dropped out of college
and went off to war with the glam-
orous 10th Mountain Division.
Full of skiers and other athletes
trainéd to attack Germany
through the Alps, the division
never fulfilled its strategic mis-
sion. But parts of it ended up
charging a ridge in northern Italy,

. and one platoon was led by the

flatlander Lt. Bob Dole.

| The hill finally fell to his
- .forces. But the heroic Dole was

riddled with machine-gun bullets.
He lay on the battlefield for nine
hours with his right shoulder in
smithereens, his neck and spine
fractured, a kidney destroyed, his
limbs partly paralyzed. After be-

ing rescued, he endured infec-

tions and fevers as high as 107",
and lost some 70 pounds. For

nea.rly three and a halfyeam hc B

struggled back to healthTLn a se-
ries of hospitals. |l

In talking about his ordcal.
Dole tends to use the secoqacl per-
son to distance himself fram the
pain. “You were alive, You 'l,d.ldn‘t
feel good about it sometimes,” he
told LIFE's Marsha Dubrow! *You

| didn't like to look in the mirror.

You didn't like to see anyone with
your shirt off. In the whole pro-
cess you learn how toendure pain
and suffering, loneliness, inabil-
ity to do things for yourself, You're
totally dependent.” In the first
person, he sums up the lesson

‘ with a quip: “After the warl decid-

ed I wasn't going to be able to use

| my hands as well as before, so I'd

better use my head.”
With no use of his right arm, it

still is a chore for him towrite, cut =

meat, close his zipper, button his
shirt or tie his shoes. George Mc-

Govern, his longtime ally and ad- '

versary from the farm belt, recalls
Dole stumbling in the Capitol sub-
way and crashing to the floor, un-
able to break his fall.

According to Peggy Pinder, an
Iowa lawyer who as a student sec-

" onded his vice presidential nomi-

nation at the 1976 GOP conven-
tion, Dole’s behavior is typical of
handicapped persons. Herself
blind, Pinder says that Dole's un-
willingness to rely on others—
even on his staff—stems from “the
impatience of many handicapped
people toward outside aid. He

wants to do itall hlmself

\.

" Dole has spoken out strongly
on behalf of the disabled. But to
become President, he himself
would have to learn dependence,
including depending on those he
would mobilize for his campaign.
1 set out once again for lIowa,
where the Senator would be
speaking. Here amid the rolling
corn fields, and among farmers
and other voters very like those in
Kansas, Dole would presumably
feel at home.

On hisweekend schedule were
four town meetings with local Re-
publicans and a major address to
a Midwest GOP convention in Des
Moines. I caught up with him in
Ames. Some 200 people, cheering
and waving flags, greeted Dole.
The crowd laughed uproariously
when he said, “I wanted Oral Rob-

- erts to be my finance chairman,

but he was tied up.” They mur-
mured approval when he de-
nounced the federal deficit, and
they clapped when he announced
a proposal for a new billion-dollar
rural development program that
he would be cosponsoring with Io-
wa’'s Senator Charles Grassley. :

Heseemed more calm and author- .'-

tatl\'rethanmpmvlouscam
But he showed no pro-

_' pheucﬁre:perhapsmmn"
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