
Union." h~ tells audk·ncL"s. ··and I don't 
think Wl' ' hnuld l'\'lT ;ll·n: pt any a!!rl'l' llll' llt 
\\ 11h thl' So\ il'l k <.llkr, hip ha'l'd nn tnht." 

The 1111'-J'kll..l'n i"-lll' of thl' llt~k• l·;un
poli~n j.., Dok· him..,l·l f. 

'IlK· tir-.t qtiL''-l iPn that ari .... l' '- 1:-. hi' 
lll·alth . lie R'l'L'iwd dL·,·;.I :-.tatnH! wound' 111 

\\( 1rld \Var II and :-.rx·nt 1111 1r~· than th rL'L' 
\'L'ar:-.llchtinc hlr Ju ..,lifl' . I k laL·k.., am· l'l'al 
ll\l' of j,j .., ri'l! llt :lf!11 ;!Ill\ \lll'li..'l"\ J ill~L'f'illl.! 
ntJmbtlL' ~:o. in~ tilL' ldt hand hL· mu:-.{ nfli:~r 
wlll'll hand\hakint.! on thl' hu ... till!!\. 

llnwl'\'l'f. at (l~~ . Ill' prnhahl ~~ i\ hl'ttcr 
nHldi tinnL'd than lllo.., t 11f hi' !..!l'llLT<Ition. 
IIi ... (J - IiM.H · .~ - ind• rrolllll' i\ full h~ l! linn . li e 
I..L' l'P' up a poll'L' o f \\ork ;md ~.·;unpai~nin~ 
that \\:ould ~ la!!~l·r llll' ll ha lf h1' agl' . 

F
riL·nd\ ur~l· lum tn mai\L' J1tl
lit iL·al ll'-l' ,,r hi ... \\ar lllTo 
had; ~rnund. \\hil'h 111n't nf 
thl.' 6uhlil" d1)L'' 11nt 1\nn\\ 
ahnut. But he ' a\' it lll<tkl'' 
hin.1 unl:omli111 . 1f~k· hll_r;nll' 
un 11 \Vhl' n Ill' tnl'\ tP I111n: 

11. hb l.' lllolionalpain i' l'\'idcnt. But \dl L' II 
il l"OII ll'\ up natura lly. a\ it ' "ll h.:lillll' ' dliL':-o. 
it j, ;1 lll'<.t\ ~ wt.:apon - \ Ut.'h ~~.., will'll a 
UlJil.'l!l' ' llldL'III f'l'l'L'Illl\ ' 0\l' l'II :O.l'd hilll 11f 
..,nuu~tin~ pnl·\\ar. · 

.. , think if am·hod\' ha :-. kamcd Ill thi ' 
\\hnk ral'L' wh~t i w~tr- nll..'i:Jib. I thmk I'm 
No. I . I _!.!l' l tilL' trnphy." hl' rctonl·d ~o fa:-.1 
tilL' \\H ill~ woman " \:1\'l.'d hal"k\\ ;ml in hl' l' 
~.: ha ~r. "I ~ J'k.'lll .N 111\lllih\ in lmspital\ illkr 
\Vorld \Var II ;u1d I wa' nnt that had nt'f. I 
\\tHildn ' t w;ull it to hapfll'lltn anyht ld~ L'bl' . 
.-\nd 1'111 tHll' of thl' h•cl\v lllll'\. l' w :O.L'l'll 
J"'i(.'llpic in my \\i.ln,.\ \\11\1 \\:l'l'l' ll-1 thL'I'l' ill t!Jl' 
tllllnlinc . And I wasn 't anv oldl'r tlwn \'t'll 
arl· whl:l·l I Wl..'lll oil Ill wai·:· · 

Hi -. R•.:puhlit.·an l·ollcagw.: :-. . ~tt ka\t. 
);l'lh:rally \'lHtL'Il hlr hi\ daim to k~tdl'r\bip 
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and fr:ll'tlm.:d a n .·nchra . The 
'i h~· l.. In hi ' ... pinal l·nrd paralyfL·d all li 1ut 
limh\ . I k had lllll't llltn•l pf l~mcl~.,r blild
d~.T f'lllll'tl\ 111 .., . 

I k 'Ill' Ill lllll "' l nf till· Il l'\! ."N mntilh-. in 
hn..,pll ;lk !\1nrl· than ll ll l"L' hi' famil' \,_. .., 
ltlld hi..'" ·' ' d ~i n~ . Cotnpi il·;tllonl(,lio"L'd 
nunpli~,:;~ti on . I k lt"l illll' h.idnl·~- 'll'l~l i ll l'd 
d;un;t:.!l' 1111hl· 11l lll' r. tlutdH 11 ll hlut~tl d tll.., 
in hi ... ~ lun \.!.., that t ri~.·d tn .t.ah· hi-. lili.: . 

Bnh I )ok· ti.llt!.!ht I k tl•rL·l·d l'\lTl"i"l' 
rnulitll'' th ;~t tn ;tdl·~ ht.., fril't ld ' tL':tn . I k r;lll . 
lk tl: ll. lk ptL· I..~.·d hinN:If up . ik \\!lk·d 
hi111'1.' lf 't run!.! a\.!ai11. II i' ri\.!IH ... lh' llldL·t 
\\IIUid II L'\l' l' l;l' \~ lin k• ~l:.!:lln . ~hUt ;I lll' lll\l
'll l'l!l'\111 ill ( ' hll';t~ll \\it ll i1 Ill'\\ l l'~o." hllllllll' 
ll'ltl.'\ l'd !I ll' pa r;t l ~ ..,,.., and r~.· ... h 'r~.·d "'Llll ll' u ... ~
nf till' ann . 

rill' ... un.~~·nn dnn; n~.·d tu ... "lT\ i~·l· ... . ilthl 
!Ill' r ... .'11pk ~\f Ru ..... ~· ll r:lt ... ~.· d H hllll'~ 1t1 hl.'lp 
\\ II IJ th~· tlthlT l' \)X'Il'L'o., lht.·~ fllll lll l·l..l·t .... 
dtnll.·.., and \\;Jddcd hill ... tlliP , · , ~; t r htl\.l'' 
"'l ;tl ltl lll'\1 ;ll'lllllld hi\\ I) . !)ttk ... ,, jl kl ... tlll L' 
111 iu ... dl''" 

o:-. t ~~ r tit~.· \\nrld 
nl'\'l'l' ~Ill' \\ llllld l 
~th1 lU I tJll.., 11111 tl 
Pr~.· ... td~o:nt ( i~.·ra ld 
R. h11\l :uhl l )1 1k·. 
l1i' 1i.tnn1n ~ 111;111.' . 
d1n-.e l{u ~\l'll :1.., 

till' phtl'l' tt~ lmmdl tlh.:ir 1970 ~.·:unp:1 i ~ n . 

lntnxhtl' lll,!; ti lL' Jll\'\ilkllt h' tu ... illlllll'ltl\\ n. 
l:h1k· ... aid ''ith th~o: nathlll '' :lldllll~. · · l l";~n 

1\'L'all \\ lll·n I lll..' l'L.kd hl'lp . thl' r~.·~~pk· ot 
Rlb\l' llilL'l['l\.'d ... And thl'll hl' \\ept 

K l· nn~ !).,1k I' 111.1t at all ... urpri ... l·d .. , k 
1\..'l' l"' likl· till..' hi\\ II h., , npl.'nl.'d up ih IIL';H1 
for hllll ;md hl' l'tlllld ll l.'\l'l' rt.·pa~ tll\..'111 
And I tlun~ Ill·'] ] Ji,·L· 111 the d;~\ hl· diL'' 
11~ mg tn 1\' p;ty R.u ...... dl . t\.;tn ..,a\.' _. 

<'hi~.·ramlm~ lhl' •m il ,... :1l"ll1llt u ~,h n~~t ~..· 
, ... th.tl hl· l lloll; .• l'd t h~· : \ ri ll\ 1\Lll'l' \\I Ill 
,;t\l'd ht \ l11l· ;md thL'Il. , .l.' ~ ll' later anJ 
rl\tllltl'all~ J'll. l\\ 'L'I'fll l. ldt hl:l'. It ... impl! t.lid 
lltll l l~l(ll"'..'ll thai \\ ;1\ . Y~.·t th ~.· "'ltlt'\ ha' a 
~r; lll l ol truth - Ill~· l'\l' lliUal di\'~1 1\'l.' -
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ahilir~ ·. Sp;u·h haw IX'l'll knnwn hl ll y hl'
t\\l'L' II J),, h,: and hi" lklllll\." l"atiL·n,unlcq,:n1 
ll\1 til l' SL" n;1k' !11 llll'. R. tlhl'r1 ( ·. B' rd ,,f \\i._• ..,! 
\ 'ircinia. hut l.' llll ' illcrinc the l1lchl\ t.·on l
r'll:t~i\e allll pa11i :o.all natll rl' llf b~1th.llll'll 11 
ha\ IHIIIx.·c n r~.· nw rh.abk . 

" I lll 't h1nl.. nn him a' a kci , lalnr: · ';".., 
:\la11 t\. . SilllJbtlll llf \\'yomln~. Nt l. 2 ·to 
Dnk in till' RL·puhltl·an SL·natt.: kadL·r:-.hip 
a\ ( j{ >P wlup . .. I k'"' like Jll'tl]ll l.' \\ ho likl.' 
It• do lhl' l' nldt.l \' "ork of hc;u·in~' and 
llJ;Jrkur,... ~111d ' lni alnn~ tllnlll!!h it. ;7mend
tlll..'llb and tllL' Illltlllr m;magt.'llll'llt andn\11-
ti:rl..'nl'l' l'i llllll litll·c,:· 

~I an~ rx·ople groOilll'd on Doll.' \ ... ( ~Iff 
hl' ]Iii :-. il I'L'Jllll.alinn ;1' :1 (Llll t= h llliltl tP 

\\PI'k h11· - lww gon~.· l'll h'J~l\lllllll' \\ith 
pr~.·:-.tigi,,u ... \\';J ... hinglt lll Ia'~ finn :-. and )..!11\' 

l'rllllll'lll ii!.!L'Ill'll' ' · 
:\nd th~· rl·· .., Dole !Ill· l.."l llllJlnllll i-.cr ;md 

l'ajokr. " I k ha\ ~r~.·a t othlli ty tn brin~ pen
pic "' t=l'th~.T_-· '"Y\ SL·n . .-\rlcn SpcciL·r. " '" • 
!.!l'~td\tilted t'rt1 111 thl· "''lllll' h1~h ' d1onl ,,.., 
btlk 111 RU \'-l·ll. Kan . l'-l'l' ..,h;r\'. P:~!.!l' 171. 
"1"\'l.' 'l'l'll h1111 \\iH-1.. llllt L'OIJII;H\Illi'L'' illl 

tht.· t;~ .\ hill ~111d 011 tllL' I."i ' il ri\.!hh hill: ·'"'.., 
till' PL'Illl:-.y h·;mi;l RL'JlllhliL· an~. "I \\ 01' on thl.' 
JudiciarY ICnmmiiiL'I.' I \\'ilh him \\'hL'Il \\'l' 
pa\:o.L'll ~-l,ting n~lll \ c\tl'n~ lon . I k L';lll ~P 
1111 ~1 a tnut:h i ~:o. Ul' and pull a tnt tlhli :-.rar;lll..' 
\'ll'''' hl~l'thc r." 

Thl· ll~lthl damal.!lllC i ... ~u~.· I;Jl'in ~ Dtlk j, 
the lill ~l'l'ill~ had ~ in;;U..!l' frtun til l' Jl)76 
l"O llllpa(!!.n in~ \\ hidl Ill' ~'a\ Pl'l..',idl'IH (ier
ald R. . ~~ml \ nmnin l.! lllittL' . In hi ' Jlitt ion
al l\· tl'le, · i~ed dchaiL' ~\ ith lkllltlLTill \Vahl'l' 
E ·1\·londa ll' . Dok· tried to \\in \\ ith th~.: 
'tin!.!ill!.! "it that dlar<tL'tl·ritl' :-o him . 

i"Jol~· triL·d \ lll'h t. IIII.!L'r ~ a~ C:u1L'r "ha:-. 
thrl.'L' r~)sltitlllS 1111 l.'\ 't:'l~ thing. Th:ll \ wh~ 
thl..'\'. l'l' h:~, · im.~ thrL't:' T V JL"h:ncs:· and ..,lll.!· 
l.!l.St.:d lahur · lcada GL' tll"l!.l.' 1\kam· --\\:~1 :-. 
llrtlhat'tly Sl'll . i\ llllldak ':-. 7nakl.'up 1-11an :· 

It wa\ rhlt funny. r\nd \\hl'n Ill' tri.:d tn 
, lay 11:\~'H.lll:o.ihility ti.1 r thl.' \\ ar.-. nf till' 20th 
century on thl' Dcnul(mt~ . thl' h<:Kkkl\ h 
wa:-. ki'llinc . 

Fi.lrgot~·n ahf.,ulthat ~.·arnpotig11 . tht1ugh. 
is that his humorou\ st\' k' l'allll' ano:-.:-. ~t
Ier \\'hen h.: \\'a\ tlUt :.ulwnp thl.' pcoph:: . 1-k 
wasdwrl!l..'d \\ ith L.'am·inl! th l.' Fannhdt lt1r 
the ticket~. and h~ did .- l">t;wn mnl'l." than JO 
pnints in thl· J"Kllb at thl.' ' tar1 nf th~.· l'am
paign . th.: Ftlrti-Dnll' tit.:kctlini \ hl'd "ithin 
tWO("Klillt\ llf C:ll1er-Mlllldak . 

·nll· Doll' ,t,·ll.' -. rill i\ h:l'l'd larcl·h· on 
lnlll li.ll', and the. lTO\\lb huv it. \\lll..'tlier it 
is a~ :-.uhdu.:d from the paSt a:-. "'"lllL' l'Oil

tend i> ckh:~t:~nk . But ~"'' >pk d11 l:iu)!h . 
\Vhl.'n Ill' drop:-. :Ill ~.x.·L·a,iona l t(tllp amon~ 
!IlL' dulk·r i\'>UC:-. in a hlll!_.! "'lll'l'Ch. pc1lpk 
laL• ch . That , ]Hm ... 1\\n thim!s: Thl'\' think 
h.:'~ funn Y. and lhl'\' \\l'l'l' IT ... tl'nim! hl the 
"l'rillll\ \ ll1ff. lllll. \~r tht.·\· Wi.lllld l;tll ha,·l.' 
hcl' n ak•t1l'lllll!Ch tu heai· till' jtlkl'. 

On.!anit.atioll< tllv. Dtll l' ha~ ~~ Inn!! \\a\ 
I n~~~.~, h.· ha:-. haJ :t-polit il'i.tl at.·tion (.·o~mnii
tcc· 1\>r W:lr>. but he did not 1\mn lti> c ~
plllraltll~' t.':nnpaign L'tlllllllilll'l' until Fl.'hnJ
ar\ . The hlnHal announL'l'ment or randi
d:iL·,· IS :-oct l()r latl.' summ~r nr .:arl\' 1 ~ 111. 
Stili. Hl\\\onh and stall arc pi.:cii1g tn
gc thcr a htt\itlL"S\Iik.: L'at.ll'l..' in the earl~ 
'tate~ . 

ThL' \tl'i\(l'!!\' Jidi.ill'S it \df: Otlk i\ <I 

i\ lid \\'l' ~ ll'nl L't:- i"nllll ~~ fan11 :-. late. lnwa j, 
hoth Mid\\l' \ IL'nl ~111d fa rm . SD i\ Sllll lll 
Dal..ottl. ;mothl·r ~.·~trly primary \ tatl.'. :'\'1..'\\ 

ll;nnp\ hirl'. \ ill' of thl' lir :-.t primary. i:-. nt~t 
1\ lid\\l..'\tl'lll hut it dPc :-. llaw· till' \ lll:tll-h l\\ n 
k l'l of hi \ n:llt\'l' stalL'. TilL' 111..'\t \ IL'P i-. 
Super 'liiL'\day. i\tarch X. \\hl.'n ~0 ' la te'. 
rml't Hf them Ill the Snuth . hold primaric ... 
nr l':ltll"ll'l'' . \\ 'ith a ... tm n\.! a~ril-uhural 
h;rl·kcrnund ~and " Snuthc~rn ... ,\ itl·l. he 
hopl·~ to do \\1..' 11 in tht.• South . B~ thl' end 
,,f tlw day lll'arly l1alf thl' Jll'l' ~ idL'IJtialmlm 
matin!.! Ulll\'l'ntion i.kkc~Hl.' ~ \\til hl· d 1n:o.L'Il 
and ti ~L' l'aL'l' may hl.' tl\~l'r. 

DPk ran hlr -pn:\idL"nt hric lly in 1 9~0 . 
TilL' tll'l.~ani lalion wa:-. had . R.onald RL·ac~u l 
wa\ mlmin!! :twav with llll' lldd . Dllk LL'lll 
hi' lo\ Sl.'S a~d dro-pped nut ea rly. 1\ layhe it" ... 
till' kind nf thin!! vnu\1 \\alll 1t1 li.J r!!t.'l. hlll 
he lbl'' it in tl 1 i ~ r:acc L 

.. , 1'L'111L' Illhcr L·om inc to hm a manv 
tinil'' in "7l) and -~m:· hl' ':.a, .., int hL· hamk:t 
ot' Spcnl·.:r ;~nd ju\ t ;~hnul ~wry\\ here L'l\l' 
he \ lll'ab. "A lot llf ~ou \i. lid . ' \Vdl. you·r~.: 
a nil'L' li:lla. hut \'llll tllll!ht tll \\ai l awhile . 
Thi :-. i\ n ·t rL"ally ~our til;ll.' . \Vh! don 't Yllll 
l'PiliL' hal..'k lo1tcr'.' . 

-- sll. h~rl' I am:· Ill' \ a\·\. ' 'I'm had~. 

And it ·s later.-- -
- /)ou ,\1~-Lt 'Od in!~·~~ ·" tdtlt Rohar / )o/(' 

"That took courage. To shake hands and 
have people notice that he couldn't 
shake hands with his right hand ." 

;111d i ... "' l'llt i~.· in!! tlwl L'h'll JlL'tl jl ll' "hn 
should kilt I\\ hl·ttn rqx.·at it 

I >ok had IX'L' Il i11 \·ariou"' htl\ pit;d:-. ti.1r 
thrcl' w ar' \\lll·n IlL' ml'l Ph, lli:-.lh,ldl' ll at 
an At:J i l~ ht~\pil;tl tlflil·l' r\ -l'll•h in B:rllk 
Cll 'l'" . ~ 1 i ~.· h . Shl· "a' nnt a lltli' \L': \ Ill' "a' 
an\ IL'L'llj1i.lt It •nal I 11~..-r~rp t\ 1 . I k \\ "' Ill' WI' lln 
patil·nt . But l1n trainin~ did t!iW lllT ;m 
apprl'L'l:ttillll h1r \\hat Ill' "~l , _ kl'l in~ ;,..,I ll' 
antkipa!L·d ;1 rctumtntlll' tlllhidl· \\nrld . In 
lllll' l' llltllllh ... Ill' \\:t.., l'l'iL';I'-I.'d fl'll lll t1Jl" 
ho\pit ~ 1 l and till·~ lllatl'l l'd . 

" ) k \\ "" Ill ;tllnl ht.·r ... ~.·~.·t itHl nt' ti ll' ht ., . 
pi t;il. ;md 11 \\a" 111 1 1 ~ tiJ rl'l' lll11lllh .., ;~ I til\.' 
1.' th l nl' .t .N -rlhllllh ... t;l\ ll11· hi111 . I dtdn·t 
-.;1\1-' hi ... lit\.·. 'l'hat\ r.idinthllt' ~ .. l)h!lli .., 
-.; 1\ .... 1\H\\ . \\ ith ... Oilll' Ill';!( 

. ·· J' tll 'lU'l' therl· \\lTI.' ' lll lll' ";1~.., I hl.'!p .. :d 
hi tJ l ;1lk r \\l' "-l' ll' 111;r rri l·d . P1'1 1habh till' 
tnn' t i111pn11 ant thin~ I did. lt'l\l~ lll ,;:_ i':tl·l.. . 
""' IIlii ll'l'Oiti ll != hin1 "' handil";tp]x·d but 
II'L'a ti ll\.! 11i111 :1'1\Lli'Jll;tl . J ktll'\\ \\hl' ll ttlil"" 
il hl' n:'l'lk·d h~.· IJ• . \\ ll l' tllhll 11 1 ... 

It :tl"' i-. ..,otid that ilL' i.., hypcr'l'lbili\l' 
and ... hun ' a ...... ,.., t:tllL'l' . But 'ill'"·''.., _ -- 1 thtnl.. 
tlwt · ... :1 hu ll· tl\lThl'•"-tL hit\ . i thlll~ n11L' 
ha' 111 lx· ..,,lllll' \\h:tl ... uhtlc . lt l 1 i n~ "h:tl it 
h;t ... hi dn \\ ith j.., lltll prl· ...... urin~ him tn hdp 
h1111. 'J\1 Jll'l'h:q ,.., lltlli~·l· if hl' ll l'L'd" it Jill k 
btl nf :i"l'lan~.·c and du it lJll ll'tl~ '' ithuut 
rll;tl..lll !.: ~Ill i\\lll.' o r it. r d be till· .... lllll' \\ ;1\ .-· 

( )n~ or lhl' lir ... l prohklll\ 11 11..' l'iltlpk 
l'l ll' lllllll~ rcd '' :t.., thl- ditfin1lty IlL· liad !." Ill 
t ill ~ 'leah. 111 ;1 r~.- ... l;nu ;ull ''\\ ~· kar 111.:d l'; trl\ 
llll ~ hl ha\ l' 11 dtltll' i11 thl· l..i ldlt.'n .' · Pll\ IJi .., 
"·I\ ' ' li'll. l.l\ . tllll' \\illild h~l\ l' (tl lt.li) l\ ' 'l'l'\ 
d;"~.·l~ .11 ·thl· di -. t t n~ui-.hl·d 'IX';tl..l'r at ;I 
h~.·~ Jd t.thll' l\llll'ti~\· 1hatl1t.., pl:til' t\ alwa~ ~ 

''-'~'''-'d \\llh ti lL' IIIL'al l'llt . Stall otitk's i. tl'l..' 
altlli"t lllit);ll" :ill ~ ad~.· pt at l h: lpm~ \\ ith his 
l.'t':il :1t tlk· ri~ht in ... t;uH nr ..,Jippin~ a Mlp
l'l\'11111~ h~md unda ~ Ill a11ick· n t'kr\.·d l\1r h i~ 
autn~raph . Al l~ t'lll' "1111 ti•lltl\\ .., h11n <t lld 
" :lldl'-'" l..! lll\\.., hl· ; 1\.· ~.· ~.· pt .., hl·l p ~ r. tl i t tU\ Iy. 

·T h· ~ ~~~ 1,, ~.·nn t \.· ... ,_ .. hl· ... ;" ' · .. , thin k . 
thl'l'\." \\ ;1 ..,~ ; 1 ti tl ll' \\ llL'll l. \\Ill ~ lltl\\ , \llll \.!l'( 
dqx~.· ...... l·d h~.·l·au "l' \ nu ~· :m -, dn th-ill!.!\~. I 
dnn '1 tlll'.tll ~nu _;.!u -int u ;1 dl'J'I'l'" ion~ hut 
\ IHJ · r~.· t'ru ... tr;ttL'd ;tlld \nt t \\ ;.1111 hl ~L·t ;m!.!l'\' 
\\ 1th ynur ... L·If .-\nd I haw dtnplx.·~l thin~;. 
illld drnppL·d ~b"l'' and \ pt iiL·d waiL'!' unJ 
1h in~' nf tlwt ' "n . \l';lr' ;Ji.:L' \ \ IJL'IllllV ll'ft 
h;111 :1 \\ ;.1-.n ·t a' ..,trn;l t! "" 11 ~i.., IHl\\ . A11j ~till 
l..nu'' \\hen \Pll.\l' t.:tll tt• haw \O illl'i"-~tl\' 
hdp ~tlU drL<\ and u7Jdrl..' \\ whl'll yl ill ~~~ ~~ ' 
tilL' ho.tthn )l, ltll . \'llU l!ll hal·k ll• thtN: w~1r:-.: 
ntm th:ll ~l'h p;\ 'lt! ... IDlll' h ~ ..,nrnrt illll'~ Sn . 
I t ht l l ~ thl'rl' prnh: 1hl ~ ":t ' ;1 l tll ll" tli ~.T,. 

"lll'll I _lll \1 llaJ rltlt qulll.' hall rt'l'I\WI'L'd 
"ill'll I ~lH mayh.: a lin!.: too indqX' ndcnt 
hll' Ill~ ,,wn ~r'll.xl. Snmctillll.'~ JX'llpk iu\ t 
\\a lii tt.l bl.' hdptul. It I' \L' ~l ll ... ,unl'tlun~ 

.... 
he:l\·y hll' ;tiT~ . I G!O" t dlllhitl . It 'd hl' Jlldl! 
han\ li1r llll' It' hanl! wa llpapt.· r: · 

:\nd "ith thi ' IlL' hi.l \ math.: ~11H ll hl' l' point 
ahnut Bt \h Dnk . li e woul d nHtch ralh L· r 
laugll at a prnh iL'Ill than cry o\cr i1. Pal 
L\'lh.'h. \\IHl \\a:-. Pill' L.lf hi \ nur' L' '· ... a\·, 
l'\-L'n \\hl.'n he \\· a ~ total!~ paralytl'd ..,jll.' 
\\nuld \\ he~..· I him around tntiK·othLT "otnl' 
111 dll'L'I' up the othe r p<.Jtt t.' llh 

" I k·\ 11111 hl' ... ilallt ahilllt il \ ~irr~ l(lr he lp 
\\hen ill· 11\.'l'tl, 11 itnd ,, JJ~o:n lw \\ ;lilt \ it.'' 
.., ,,,' It Ul !.! titlll' fr IL'Ild Boh Ell ' "lll1h . "' But 
n1l th l· ~·lhl'r l1;111d. IlL· ha' karn l·d . a.., \\1,: ~ til 
ha\l' "' \\L' !..! il 1h rnu~h lit i:. tll ~ ll ill tilL' final 
;uuh .., j.., \P~ , · l'l' till ~ 1 lltl' tl\\ n . I k ll'anll'd 
!hat ~·~trli ~·l and hill\iLT thall 11111 ..,( of ll ..,:· 

And ah l lll lt~h I >nk ha.., allllll :-.1 nn thl' \ If 
hi ' ri\.!111 ;um :u\d ln n it~.· d lht.'''r a ... 1ill-mnnh 
kit l1and. IlL' ''1\ ... he d,IL'\ 111 1t ~.·nlb idLT 
llllll..,dfh : mdi~.·apjx·d '"()th l·r ... dt l. ld tlll.t ... 

\\'h;ll did l.'llh.'l'!!t.' in hi' dwral'lt.T aft~.T 
till' ;l~·l"idl'lll . tlh llt !..!11 . 111i ~ ht hi.' attrihlllnl It 1 
;J bt L· ful Ctlll lhtn;;ti tlll ,,j · tilL' K;uba,-hred 
"''r~ cthil· <~lld fru-.tr;.JiiniJ I k· IX.TillllL' a 
\\lll"~ahtl l il· . 

coVER··noaY 
-/PART 2. 

/ 

The Giass Roots Senator 
Who Never Left :Ktms.as 

SUMMARY: Ro11e1t Dole-lla been 
aP.Mtof'Witllll..,...,..tuc. , 

. sl- Ida ei1DIIIIIIn 1110, Jet Ills _.... ................. . 
........ Millin ...... Tile ......... ....., .............. _ 
............. IOclllswllontiMd 
1110MJ to M1P Pill lllsiMIII!!al 
bills ..... MllltalhiC
l~u,.And...._lleNbiiM,IIe ma..,_ thi ftiUnda offiiHcla Mid 
sllut-lu- w11o still call 'lllm Bob. 

cnny Dole says he once 
heanl his brother say 
the following: "There's 
doers and there's doers. 
You know. you take 
your pick . These guys 

...l'iho-~iuu:nund..J;ayjng 
what're we going to do while the plane's 
coming down don't help you much . Do 
something. Get off of your bull wul get out 
there. You know. go do something." 

In April 1945. his brother went and did · 
something from which he was dctennincd · 
later to recover. And the stoic tenacity with 
which he pursued his recovery, the stoic· 
tenacity with which he has pur.ared his 
political career (much of it , Kenny says, a 
result of their father's stoicism) is the pre
vailing fact about Robert J. Dole even now. 

A basketball star at his hometown higti 
school in Russell. Kan .. and a basketball , 
football and tmck standout at the University 
of Kansas . the young athlete enlisted in the 
Anny in December 1942, halfway through 

' his sophomore year in college. 
But he almost spent the war caught up. 

in the Am1y's bureaucmtiC machinery. 
After medical corps !mining and engineer
ing tmining and antitank gunnery !mining 
and officer candidate school , he wound up 
in a replacement depot in Italy. On Feb. 25. 
1945, he was assigned to I Company. 3nl 
Banal ion, 85th Mountain Regiment of the 
lOth Mountain Division. 

The division originally had been packed 
with skiing enthusiasts, future Olympic 
athletes and Ivy League elites . Specially 
tmined for year.; in Alpine and Nordic ski
ing. climbing and fighting. they would 

' make the final a.o;sault on fom1idable Ger
man defenses mngcd across the peaks and 
crests of northern Italy's Apennines. But at 
the tail end of the war. the Am1y made a 
Kansan who had grown to manhood with-
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When he finally left the hospital he en
mlled in the University of Arizona. then 
tmnstCrrcd to his home state 's Washburn 
University of Topeka. where he earned 
bachelor's and Jaw degrees. At first Phyllis 
went to class with him to take notes. He 
had to Jearn to write all over again . left
handed . Then he Jugged around a huge 
early-model tape recorder. He admits he 
was not a great student bclore the war. but 
he then threw himself into his studies the 
way he once had gone after athletic ex
cellence . He had thought about being a · 
doctor when he first left Russell. Knowing 

· that would he difficult if not impossible 
after his injury. he turned to Jaw. 

, "I fecl_that he reached his peak in his 
n:habohtauon when he went out for political 

. ofllce the first time," says Phyllis . "hecause 
he had to naunt his handicap by shaking 
hands with his left hand. You understand 
what I mean ." Webster\ says "Oaunf' 
means tu display onesclf"to public notice." 
She is very rnncemeU that she not be mis-
understood on thi s point uf pmisc: "That 
took courage. l\1 shake hands and have 
people notice that he couldn 't shake hands 
with his right hand . I was just thrilled to 
death because I felt. thi s man. you know. 
he can go out and do th is." 

Back in Russell with a hr,ond-ncw Jaw 
shingle. Dole mn li1r the office of county 
attmncy. being vacated hy his friend John 
Woclk. who had talked him into aban
doning his parcnrs' l:>cmtX'mtic rcgi~tr.ttion 
and filing as a Repuhlican cand idate. 

Dole served ltlur tcnns as county at
torney. While he was still Jiving in Russell 
a light shone every night from the second
noor comer oflkc of the county attorney. 
On nne of those nights. Huck Boyd. a 
newspaper puhlisher fmm Phillipsburg. 
happened to be driving by and 1mndered 
what kind of public servant took his work 
so seriously. So he wcnl in 10 sec . 

From that chance meeting until Boyd's 
death early this year. the ncwspapem1an 
was Dole's friend and acknowledged men
tor. It was Boyd who taught Dole to dream 
bigger dreams and guided him tnward na
tional oflice and fame . 

Dole considers this counsel fmlll surh u 
stmngely met friend close to divine in
struction. He went on to lhc House ti:Jrcight 
year.; and then was elected to the Senate in 
1968. He served a.' chaim1an of the Repuh
lil·an P;u1y during the carl~ part 1.1f th~ 
Jiflicult Watergate pcriuJ auJ in JlJK-1 1><:
came majority leader of the Senate . When 
the GOP lost contml of the chamber last 
year. he OCe~llllC minori ty leader. 

Kansans. who kt:cp n.-clerting him \\'i th 
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out ever seeing a mountain ;,1 platoon lc;ulcr " \Vc lust about thn..'C-fomths of the men . 
to r cmck mountain tmops. killed. woundc'tl or missing." 

At the gmup's most n:cont n:union. I Company had tel take Hill 9U. Dole 
Dole cmcl;cd. " I couldn't get into the lOth Jed his platoon out of a thick h<.'tlgcn1w and 
Mountain Divi~ion when it lirst stm1txl: you into a clearing below the hill. Automatk· 
had to have letters of n:commcmlation . I \\Capons lire mked the line . Men fell . Oth-
was able ttl g~t in Iuter when you Jidn '1 crs scmmblcd for shell holes . any cover. 
need much at all except to go in the din:c- Dole squinned nut and retrieved his f:~llcn 
tion they told ynu go 1o.' ' radioman . ·n1cn he nHwcd hnltlly ~Hi t. as 

For that. Kan~1s had tr.tinl.'d him \\dl. h.: was supposed tn. intn the l'l~ating. to-
"That was his job." says AI Ncm:ioni. who ward the unseen enemy. 
was a scrgcanl in IAlll!'s company. ··The lk did not get far. A medical O:J"KU1 say\ 
liculcnant was the leader. AnJ that was the it was u slu: ll . maybl.' a 1Ulll1ar f\lUilll . ~1le 
problem with World War II . anJ that 's why S:I\'S he thinks m:~rhinc-cun lin' . Wh,<tewr 
the licutenanls didn't last long. tx.'Causc it 'was. his right shnullTc:r st..--cme~.l tn l 'X -

they had to show the men . And he did . lie phxlc . Disobeying unkrs. Stanley Ku>· 
would go nul. and when he had 1o do chil'k . now in commtmd a.\ phuuon sc.·r-
sumcthing - I can't Si.l)' that tlll' all th~ gcant. p;msctl In pull Dole tu rover. 
lieutenants we had. but he did - he went administered mofllhinc and mark~.'tl a lcttcr 
to do the JOb." M on the lieutenant 's linl:hcad with hi s own 

2nd Lt. Robert Doe c< liiil'Piatcxm. I- 6J.x so the me ks. ifthey lounin1iffi. 
Company into the llnh 's final action of the would nut an overdose. -
war April 14. 1945. "It WiiS the worst day For luy there unable to 

eveF had;' Ncncioni · had, sha.Ue!re<l''his 

' con1vict1ion with which· they 
chun:h. appear 

tmwlloc,nhis roots and 
Huck Boyd's a~vice . one casualty of 
the Washington ,move was his marriage. He 
just told her one day that he wanted out. He 
already had arranged it with his lawyer 
under a Kunsas law that provides for di
vorce without the usual waiting period. 

" I went to my law}"r the next day." she 
says. "I knew if Bob Dole e-ver walked. 
he 'd not tum back. because I know he 
makes -decisions and follows through. And 
I don't think that's a bad attitude to have:· 

The suddenness was painfuL his tom>er 
wife says , "but I know now that that's the 
only way to go . It would have been much 
worse had it been dmgged out." 

Phyllis and Bob gener•lly agfL'C their 
marriage died from a lack of communic.t
llull . althuut!h she \.t) ' ' he had rnit-:ned 
hcrM:If to the roll' uf \\itt: ul il politician 
who was never at humc . She . tot..J . wa\ 
active . though not as much as he. She wa!-< 
, ·icc prc~idcnt of thl.' Congre~\i un al Cluh. 
an organization of l·ongn:\sional wive~ . 

when they divorced. "I don't think he 
knows that ," she says. 

"It never cnten:d my head that he wa> 
that unhappy." she says . "But I look back 
now and I n:alizc I wasn't that happy." 

Phyllis wa' provided for by an alimony 
settlement. Their daughter and only chi ld . 
Robin. was a teenager. but money already 
had lx.'Cn set aside for her education . "The 
only thing "" both did right . without know
ing it . I think. is when \\~wen: divorced . 
we didn't involve our child . I don 't think 
he ever said anything about me to her and 
the same is true of me:· 

Phyllis remarried hut has lx.'Cn widowed 
lor scveml years. Although originally from 
New Hampshire , she conlinues lu live in 
Kansas and maintains old friendship\ in 
Ru s.o;cll. She i' a nursing home consultant 
in occupational ther•py and opcmtcs a 
th rt \ lilt: ti ll~ -ni.lft bu\inl..'~~ out or ht.:r hulll4.' 
i1 1 '(i.JJ)I..'lo.a. Altllll lg l1l'r l·urn:nt pnxJut.:b arc 
hand-painted Dole for President pins . 

"You know. I think he· d make a great 
pn.: ~ itknt. So. \\h) not '.'" 

Sh.: tM,:casionally runs into the senator at 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas. 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu 
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