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Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 

Dole's Strategy on SALT 
With his political enemies barely 

concealing their glee over the per· 
ceived demise of the Reagan Revalu-. 
lion, President Reagan has received a 
private note from Senate Republican 
leader Robert ] . Dole oullininK his 
intent ions to force a Senate vote on 
the seven-yee1r·old. never-ra tified 
SALT II . 

That is Dole's strategy for protecl ­
mg Kea~an's decision to abilndon the 
1979 arm:; control treaty in the fa re 
of esca latin~ Soviet 'Jiolaticms. lr the 
Democrats try "lo force" SALT II 

l·ompli;tnn • by cult inK ddt·nse ;tppro­
pri;ltions, l)ole told Hcag;m, he will 
count r rallack by proposing form:tl 
tn•aty ratification in the Senate . Co n­
sidt·rinK sti\1-unrevcaled new Soviet 
'Jiol<ltions, d1ances 11 re excellclll fo r 
th t• onC· Ihird·plus·onC' vote nccctl'd to 
block approval. 

That will test not only the extent to 
which the lran·contra scandill hils 
weakened Reag;m's control of n<ltion­
ill security policy at a tense time in 
Eilst·Wesl violations. It also will be a 
symbol for the nation and the world of 
whctht•r the Reagatt presidency is 
functioni n~ or ceased on Nov . 25-
the d"y the cantril connec tion to the 
Iranian arms deal was revealed. 

Thtu twilight of his presidency 
St~rmcd at h.1nd last Wednesday. The 
House 11t•nu.>c:: r4l tic C.-.ucus, by over­
whl'lminl{ voice vote, passed a resolu· 
ti nn to limit nudear weapons :lUtho­
rizt•d and funded by Congress to 
SALT II ceilings. The gesture of defi­
ant'e set•med to fulfill the prediction of 
Uemoc:r.11s and premonition of Re­
publi...:ans thai the current crisis. like 
Woltt' rl(ate, would limit presiden!i~ l 
pt.lWt' f . 

Dole's move into the fore front of 
tht~ ilrms control struggle puts him 
dose to W.epublican conscrvati'Jes, 
giving them the leader on thilt front 
lhey have lacked. They lobbit'd lhe 
pn•s1de n1 hard Ia get out of SALT If 
and won l.1st spring when he over· 
ruled bureaucralic opposition in the 
St.lt t· lkp.lrt lll l' llt .md from Nt\ TO 
.1llit·:"> h • .UllhJUnt:c U.S. wl lhtil.lw.tl . 

He hammered in the final nilil l<t~t 
rnonlh by orde ring lhe !31st B-52 
bomber to be equipped with cruise 
missiles-violating a treaty cei li1'1~ on 
MIRVed (carrying more lhan one 
warhC'ad) l;mnchers. 

Supporting Dole's move is a rninori· 
ly of I he Senale, aboul lo be fortificol 
wit h secret intelligence pointing to a 
major new So'Jiet viol<1tion. This find ~ 

ing, whidt is not yet fully completed, 
corroborates U.S. rears that the Su\li · 
ets have breached ;mother treaty lim· 
it: 820 MIRVed intercontinenlal bal­
li~ tic missile launchers- an infinitely 
more serious violation than Reagan's 
decision to put nuise missiles on the 
I 31st bomber. 

The finding that lhe Soviels have 
exceeded the 820 limit on MIRVed 
ICBMs- blockbuster weapons de­
signed Ia destroy ground-based U.S. 
offensive missiles-came to the Unit­
ed States in a remarkable way. It 
happened at the Reykjavik summit 
when Mikhail Gorbachev handed the 
pres ident a sheet of white paper con­
taining two lists or fil(ures showing 
U.S. and Soviet nuclear ctrsenills. All 
lhe sublimits, surh as MIRVcrl 
\CBMs. were listed separalely in Eng­
lish. 

lior the rirst time ever, the p<1per 
dr11fred by Gorbachev's own advisers 
showed Soviel MIRVed ICBMs al 
820. That happens to be exac tly the 
SALT II cei ling for Snviel heavy 
land · bascd l11un chers c11 rrying 
MIRVed warht..•acls. For years , the 
United Sliltes ilnd the Soviets had 
l'ilrricd that ;tl\ ·import;mt fiJ~;urc :tt 
the 818 level, leowinl( <I nMrnw mar· 
JI: UI of two missiles for upward movl'· 
mcnt . 

U.S. in tclliKencc bt•lit•vcs the juulp 
from 818 to 820 is a tarit Kremlin 
ildtnission th;H tr has deployed t wo 
new opera tiona l SS-2·i ICI\Ms . No 
other explimat ion would suHke . 
Morcovt• r, U.S. spy·s.1tellitc photo· 
~raphs clearly Joihow the !Ot.·ation of 
those two SS-24 laundters tl !l t'llmou· 
n.1~cd r ;ulw<IY natht•d r.~r~ :tt the Pit· · 
setsk nude.1r te .stm~ ~round. 

U.S. an;~ lysis of new Soviet nus.si lc 
testing proves they are indeed SS· 
24s. ThreC similar launchers 11t Ko· 
stro111a also have been photographed 
and .1nalyzed .1s SS-21s. That puis I he 
Soviet tala\ of MIRVed ICBMs at 
823- thrce ove r the treaty limit in 
the most fateful Ciltc J(ory of nudeii r 
weapons. 

Neither Dole nor his Se nate col­
leaKucs have yet been briefC'd on this 
latest U.S. intelligence finding that 
~iv(•s new high cards for Reagan to 
play ag<linsl the Democr11ts on Ca pitol 
Hill in defense of his SAL T-wilhdraw­
al ciedsion. llut by the time Dole 
(~xccutes his lllan to defc.1t the lre.1t y 
on the floor, this latest Soviet 'Jiula· 
tion will be we ll ·~ nown . 

In o While House i>ara\y ,cd hy 
unrontrollefl scandal lltlll seckin)( ltl 
save Rc.:ag;ln's last two yce1 rs. there is 
no forwilrd :1gendil. Presidential hope · 
ful Uole \t;ts insisted there must be 
one for I he party to sur 'Jive in 1988. 
Now he has proposed how to show 
the world that conf(rcssion:-tl Demo­
aat s have not taken over fort" i~n 
l)()licy from the prc:iidcnL 
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B·ob Dole"s Our Choice in 1988; 
.He Could.~ Be~- G~Fe.~t-President 
,... . . . ... ._..:}·~ . . ' '\- . .. ~- ~ 

.9 oN an a~l · April day In 1945, three reduction his nrst priority, supporting the 
0> w~ks . re ~war II). Europe elided, Gramm-Rudman-Hollings effo~ when It ap-
t Lt. ~b· le ·lay l.n a shell hole In the peered nothing more would be possible . 

..9 /slime and ~u¢k of Hill 913, 1!1 ~e Po Valley 
1 of Italy. Hls•rtgbt shoulder ~battered and 

::::: all four limbS were biliiB!.ng useless. A long, 
painful process of recovery followed - ·a 

ul time of trial from wblcli almost no one 
.J thought h~t, wotild ,&:merge victorious. But be 
~ did, due to the lo~ ·of . God and to his own 

. ~ determination lind. j,ers~ence, encouraged 
L.U and helped by those around him. 

CZ: . Bob Dole has come a long. long way since 
!: then. And now, 41 years after be_ was given 
:t up for dead, '[ie are rea(b' to state our belief, 
tl before the people of KaBsas and' befl)re the 

· .-__;;; country, that Bob Dole should be th!! next 
...J President of the United States. 

We say this not out_ 
of sympathy for ·Bob 
Dole, for many people 
have suffered dlsabll-' 
itles and have 

not because he Is a fel- , 
low Kansan, for the 
leader of these United • 
States must address 
the needs of people far 
beyond the borders of 
his or her home state. 
We say it not b~cause · 
we owe Mr. Dole any 
"favors," for we do 
not; we have been as 
critical as anyone of 
Mr. Dole's missteps 
and mistakes (and he 
has made them; the 
man is not a saint) . 

We say it because we are convinced, after 
watching him grow and develop over the 
years, that Bob Dole not only Is the most 
qualified person either party has to offer as 
president: He Is suberbly qualified to be one 
of the nation's genuinely great presidents. 

Some might say this Is far too early to be 
making a presidential endorsement. We nor­
mally would agree, and customarlly we 
make our endorsements just before an elec­
tion. But these are. extraordinary times, and 
they require an extraordinary leader. We 
have followed the life and career of Bob 
Dole more closely than any other newspa­
per, perhaps, and w~ have seen him develop 
into one of the most powerful political fig­
ures In the country. We have suffered-with 
him, and argued with him - and, when the 
occasion called for it, rejoiced with him -
through the good times and the bad. We feel 
now a responsibility to share our observa­
tions and feelings about him at a time, early 
on, when they might make a greater differ­
ence In the election process. 

Bob Dole bas given an Indication of the 
leadership he would provide during his ten­
ure as Senate IJiajority leader, confronting 
the tough Issues bead on and crafting legisla­
tive compromises where most would have 
thought none was possible. He bas brought a 
pragmatism to the conduct of the Senate's 
affairs that bas not always been present; his 
Kansas heritage of common sense and Incor­
ruptible moral and personal values has 
served him well. He believes In bard work 
and fair play, and because of that, he Is 
universally respected In the United States 
Senate - which Is an incredible statement, 
given the partisan divisions and strong per­
sonalities of that body. 

The Wichita Eagle-Beacon Is an editorially 
independent and politically nonaligned news­
paper. We have not always be!lD a warm 
supporter of Mr. Dole. His reputation as a 
"slasher" In political debate, wblcb reached 
lis peak In his 1974 Senate campaign against 
Democratic !=hallenger Bill. Roy and his 1976 
Republican vice-presidential campaign, was 
deserved at the time. 

Better than almost anyone, however, he 
knows that It alone~ will. not suffice, and IJlat 
the Deed for gettlng ,the defl"cif Under cqntrol 
Is more crucial than ever. Left-';to another 
president, It's doubtful lt would be brouallt 
under control anytime 5oon. In the bands of 
t-fr. Dole, drawing on his sr:ea,t $ength as a 
consensus builder, the task still would be 
hard - but It would not be unachievable. On 
this critical Issue as·on perbaps no other, the 
country needs the 1ea4ershlp of Bob Dole. 

It also needs bls courage. While other poli­
ticians ran for cover when It ~e evident 
a series' of unpopular cbanges~would bave to 

' ' 

be made In Social Security In order to save 
the system, Bob Dole led the charge. Con­
gress reluctantly went along. When the 
American Bankers Association tried to force 
repeal of President Reagan's plan to with­
hold taxes on Interest and dividend Income, 
sen. Dole re51ste!J. He became the target of a 
postcard campaign Instigated by the bankers 
- with each postcard, be knew, represent­
Ing a potential vote for president 

Bob Dole Is a compassionate man. When It 
became popular to deride the food stamp 
program; he defended It - not because It 
was good for agriculture In the farm states, 
but because It was good for low-Income 
Americans in every state. That feeling was 
Intensified during field hearings-be conduct­
ed with Mr. McGovern, then ranking Demo­
crat on the Senate Agriculture Committee. 
"When we got out there and saw the real 
world .. . ," he later said, "It was a real eye­
opener. You see the need." 

His concern for the handicapped Is per­
haps understandable, but be has gone be­
yond what might be expected of him In 
establishing tbe Dole Foundation to help peo­
ple with disabilities become economically 
Independent. A large portion of his outside 
Income Is channeled Into that foundation. 

Black Americans and other minorities 
have a friend In Bob Dole. It was he who 
engineered the extension of the Voting 
Rigbls Act In 1982 over the objections of the 1 

administration. He bas been a steady sup­
porter of the District of Columbia Voting 
Rights Amendment, extending voting repre­
sentation In Congress to residents of the na­
tion's capital. Many of the Ideas and Ideals 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. are em­
bodied In the life and aspirations of the 
senior senator from Kansas. 

In the Important area of human rlghls, Mr. 
Dole properly sees the United States as tak­
ing a leadership role, speaking out against 
abuses wherever they may occur. His work 
on the Helsinki Review Commission bas 
been marked by his determination to hold 

;,,_;the Soviet Union to account for the violation 
ii(,~lts human rigbls agreements under the 

But something happened to change Bob HeiSt~~. Final Act. 
Dole. Some say It began with his marriage to ~ry$l_nce bas shown that Soviet oftlclals 
Elizabeth Hanford In December 1975. What- respond· ' l!;l,ost positively to someone wbo 
ever the catalyst, we believe the change to stands up to' them, yet gives them their due 
be genuine, as -reflected In the tremendous as leaders of a ,Jilajor world power. This was ' 
body of work he haS produced since, much one of the secrets of Richard Nixon's success 
of it requiring the closest cooperation with with the Soviets, and Bob Dole shows the 
players on both sides of the political aisle. same mixture of firmness and realism. 
Former Sen. George McGovern, D§.D., calls Bob Dole has the potential to be not only 
him "the most human man I knilw In the 
Senate," and adds: "I don't know of anyone one of the country's 8reat prti!Sidenls, but on; 
who bas grown more, In all phases, political- . of Its most popular presidents. There basn t 
ly or spiritually than be bas." ... been a plaUorm performer like him since 

' · John F. Kennedy, .nor one with such a keen 
We don't either. wit and sense ot humor. 

Bob Dole has an Innate sense ot what the For all these ·reasons. we do not filnch 
. country needs, and he knows bow to go from recommending Bob Dole to the nation 

about getting it. From the time the federal as lis next p.-esldelit, He would be a leader 
deficit started to balloon out of control, he for these critical· times, a pragmatic, coura­
knew the country could not survive If the geous,lntormed, ,sensltlve president of whom 
situation were left unattended. Both as chair- every American could be proud, and to 
man of the Senate Finance Committee. and whom the rest of the world would look with 
later as majority leader. he made deficit admiration and respect. 

• ., 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas. 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu 
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