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NEWSWEI!K/OCToBER )I, 1913 

Anti'rlea's Po~er ~uple 
Sen. Robert and cabinet Secretary Eliz'::1beth Dole 
share romance and Republicanism in the C~~ital. 

B ob and Eli7.abelh Dole were lounging 
., wilh I he Sunday papers in lhc living 

room oflhcir Walergale apanmenl when a 
familiar hcudline-o1111 sAYs ... --<.:uughl 
rhc ~n,.ror's cyt•. "What's this?" he pu7.· 
tied. "lncvt: rsaid I hat ;tt all . Thut\ not m v 
JX'lsilion... Jli~ w1fc !! lilnccd u'·er ;,tn~l 
,,,:an ned the "tory . "Well . it '~ not y1nrr~ ... sh·· 
a~rccd . "Uutlt'sminc:." 

\\'c:kornclo lifewirh I hcScnutnr .tnd Tht· 
S4.'1:rc:l•1r) (,ubtitlc: will ) sma.tll·tuwn Kun 
sw~ 'tilT lh: ttt and hrainy Norlh Curulina CA 

marriages ha.• in I he Doles u new slandard
lwo lop-ranking publicollicials, one elecled 
and nneappninled, who have ondependenlly 
ad1ievcd roughly equal slalurc. l'crhaps I he 
truest mcasur~ of the impad of ·Washing· 
lon"scnnscnsu .... "rowcrctmple" i~ 1 he ~urfei I 
ofDolejnkc' m:a~ing tht rounds al Gcorgc
lnwn dinne r pi..lrtrt.~ . Thue\ lhc one ahout 
how lheir marri;tgc vh,Jatc~ federal anti · 
merger laws. And the n11~ ahout how their 
polltical encmi .. "!'o l'nd ur· with no tax. lonp· 
boles-but lob nf pot holt.-:-.. Hut tta: nwst 

I 

~~E!J.~]~~~thesma- I· ~..:: her political acu· 1 
lty-wilh a visible mellOwing in , 
thescnalor. BiJIWohlford,lhesen- I 
••h~·. ·•r~~-·· aide. recalls how she 

i~~':1tri~·~~~:~h;u•~ba~nd's '76 cam· "Since Eliza-
ofhis olories lends 

,. t~llic:lunoedbackon himself,"says 

lcllmg hufnnr (Ill the :-. ubjt.'1:1 
'-·omc" from Dok himself. who 
vic.' with 1\ri:r.tlllil Congres..,.. 
man Morn... K . t:d ... ll and 
cum.-diun Mark H U»ell fur I he 
unutlicial title of funnic!'>t man 
in Washinglnn . Alla•lspring's 
Gridiron Dinnt.·r. the senator 
lold assembled polilical and 
media heavies, "I'm happy lobe 

Dinill8 with tlu prtmlnt tlll4 altla: lhuliJ, dl11ur for two In front ofllu ttltoul1111 

Boyd. ' "He's more gracious. les.• 
ll!i'1·" Such p~ of Elizabelh's 
inftucnce is especially significan1 
c:o_ming from one ofthe serialor's 
Kansas friends, many_ of whom 
wan led to dislike her ou1 ofloyalty 
toDole'aftnl wife. Bu1 Elizabelh's 
charm won I hem over-including 
Dole's ex-wife. "When my (sec· 

wilh I he counlry'!l'second 
powerful couple-Ron 

and Nancy Reagan." 
Fmoen Fish: AI home, being 

the power couple is somewhal 
less lhan Afler al-

lhat could go a good deal further. "The 
Doles are a hell of a one-lwo punch in this 
1own," says Roberl Strauss. former-Demo
cralic Party chairman. "ll's like adding two 
and lwo and getting five." DOle bas' never 
been coy aboul his presidential ambitions. 
He believes 1984 would )\ave been perfect 
liming for hlm bul says, "I haven't seen any 
moving van• oulside lhe While Holl!e. 
There's no doubt in my mind that the presi
denl's nmning, and I think hesbo_uld run." 

for house hunling, and lhey 
still live in Bob's bachelor du
plex amid his-and-hers furni
lure. On lhosefew nights a week 
when their schedules and 12-
hour workdays permil it, 
whichever Dole gels home firsl 
puis I he fru1en fi•h in I he oven; 
1heo1hcr Dole deans up. 

Robert Dole's ease with this 
"lil~<:ruiL-d" lifc-slylc is '"me
what unusual given his genera
tion , hackg1 11Und aud t'lliiSCr
vuuvc politic~- -hut 11 j, not a 
rcl'CIIt tran!-.lormallou . ll-•sfirst 

He has now sc:l his sights on 1988 and is 
11nxiaus to pullhe double-Dolelcam on the 
road1o1estits-appealc5<rfar;-lheirrarejoin 
a~ances have received rave reviews. At 
I he Gridiron Dinner. Secretary Dole inlcr
rup\cd lhe scnalor's decltll'lllion that Dole 
would nol be a presidential candidate in 
1984. "Speak for yourself. aweelheartl" she 
shouted. (Elizabelh, who confesses her nat
ural humor lakes "lhree or four wecks"'lo 
prepare, has been laking comic cues from 
her husband. At a newspaper publisben' 
convention in New York this year, she justi
fied bcr staunch commilmcnl to air bags in 

The /JtJI..'.\ '." A new l/amlurd fur /M'lh'llrt'rr rnarriagt',\' 

Mny Qu~.·cn share l\)111alh..'Cand Rl'p1 1 hli~an 
ism in the nalion'sCnpllal). Sound M.ca nc" 
1\.JJC ·sitL·om'! A~.·tuall~. ItS pluyc:d out 011 

\\o'ashingtnn's poliucal ... tagl.!. it'~ a tar das 
,j.._.r acl --·somcthingakintn Tracy and llcp 
hurn . ThcScnall.lr : Rohnt J . Dole. 6< l. scnitlr 
~cnafl1r frnrn Kansus und ch01irman of till: 
powerful St.·natt.' Finarh.:l.' Committee; hi-. 
h:gislativctlomain cx.lt'thl~uverlaxc,, Stk:ial 
~ci.:urity, Medicaid and 11ther program~ a r•J 
is~uc;~s that afft.'f.,.' t the li\ll'S ur Kll Americans. 
The Sccrclary: Elizabclh (Liddy) llanlimJ 
Dol~. 47, Harvard Law Sc.:h01.1l·traim:d set.: · 
retary ofl ransportath m: ' ht!OVC~t..-c~ 62,50() 
cmployet.-sundu$27billitlll hudgct ar1d isll1c 
first womancvl.'rtohcad a brunch ttft he- U .S. 
am1c:d ftln:es·--thcCoasl Guard. 

wife, Phyllis Uuzi~k · .. lh•:ydrvorn:d 111 1972 
:.tfter 2J ycar' 111' nwrri:t .! ~l' ·-· Jrdn't g1vc up 
h...rcareer 11111 ill.l{1le wa!<o ·· lt.·c lcd h ll't nlgrc~~ 
in 1900. (Sh .. ·say~. "Be wpuJJ mudtJather 
I'd gone nut and go! a J 'h .") Dole''-'\.'., no 
problchl~ in hc•••r marncd nnw to ~u•n~mtc 
whose wnrkalu die tendcucic' rival hi ... l)wtt 

" The probkm~ in some nf tht.-sc marriage.,. 
l:Omc when )'<IU)IUYCOilC'f'Xl\ISt:WhOi~ home;: 
every night at So'dockand rhcothcrisneve r 
home unlil 7, N, 'I o'dock," he says. "Bul 
wheuyou'rcsortofon tht.· ... anlc track, I never 
really wo rry ahPut it ." l11 f:.tL·t, Dole regards 
thewhnlt.• powcr-~oupk ltusiness with slud
icd nonchalann·. "She h ;.h hcrcurccr, I have 
my t.:arl.'a anJ we haYc DIJr ~o:arccr," he says, 
..whatever that i"." 

Tht" gn1wing. phl'l llllll~ · •H•n ttr twt H.·a rt't' r Among oth~.· r 1hing~. 11 i ~ a jomt ~art•c:r 

(11 ~t' l ,\\\' J .11 lilt' \\ 'l• Jh' l{dU:O.t.', 1 ra~:o. the~~~ 
:tl \11 1~ ... lw ... ;1~ .... '\n \\ ho tm~tllt.n ~ ~Acd . } 
Th-.· n~~te .. Jn'1SIIht:' ~ don't ttnd II dtflh:ult to 
'\'tlmp;,trlmt•nt.slit\!' " tht•Jr pn'l~sitmal an~ 
pn\atc llve~ -·-~IT fl\ k\!'"-'P sc~.:rets that It 
would ht· "mappropnatc" to shun~ . When 
the senal<'r hc-lpcJ hamm ~r out the: IQ~J 
budget cnmpwnu~c . h~ say~ h~ ke-pt all de
liberations from Ius wifl·. In turn. she C\'t:n 

promised \\'hire: Hn11~. aidcs not. to tell her 
husband ahout her ~.:abmel appomtment to 
preserve the prL""itdcntial St.'oop. . 

~ 1 !\,,w .. ·d hlm,dft P tw dl,tra .. ·tcd lt11111 pol lit· 
L"almatt~.·rs ; h1.· dit.ln't rd umto K .1 11~lS carly 
or ofl~n ent.1ugh for his 1974 rc-dcl'lilln 
•. ::.11npaign and hurd~ squeaked lhrou~h 
w11h a I .1.000-vol< t>lurulily . 

He ha!o. not made that mislakc-aguin.c:anl
mg a rc:putatinn a~ one l)fthc Senate's mo't 
relentle-ss <.·ampa1gner~ . When Na11Cy Kas
schaum. tllH\' his l'UIIcague fmm Kans1H. 
askcd o,,Je for help in the l·losingdays.nfhi:r 
I'H8 S~.·natc: ra l.'c: , th~ s.:.·natnr chargl·d 
around th~.· statcf,,r thrccdays. Afkronet'ull 
Juy 's appl.'an.uH.:t~. with several to go, he 
..:ailed Kassd1aum 1~1 \\ j,.h her lut'k and \\as 
s urpri~c:d to lind that ... he'd been hn1~1c t:~~.r 
l1ours ;,11\d wa' watdllll)! TV. When lu~ w1lc 
plannt.'t.l a latc·suuut\1111.:1' Vll~~tit~n in .lla · 
w:1ii. thc ... cn:tlnrwantt.·d tosloptnSnn Dae~u 
and Ht1m1lulu 111 shakt.· hnnds with a rcw 

-" 

NAT-iONAL _A£E~JB? _ 
U\OSt or them \\jJJjUSI go ~IWi.ly," thc!'I.CI\aiOr 
says. Eli1.nhcth, who by ..:otura~t is big 011 

'\·tlmmunication. ·• suspects thai her hu~ 
hllnd's cmotior1al !-.clf-sul11ciency i!; a lt!gacy 
of the 34 rmmths he spent hospitalized after 
he was woundcd-lc::avi ng hirn wilh a crip· 
pled arm-leading his platoon aero" ll aly's 
Po Valley during World War II. She remern 
bcr.i being stunned by his rca.ction-~--dr lac~ 
of one--to hi\ narrnw loss ot the vtce prc~1· 
deucy in )976: "The ncxl day he JUSI sai~: 
'OK . we didn 't mukc it,' and that was 11. 
Dole shrug~ his shoulders as if he t.'all ' t 
imagine what m1.1re she c~pcctc~ . "YmlJUSI 
sort of come home at 3 o 'clock 111 the morn
ing, and the s~:cn:t Service drives oiL a~1d 
that 's the end nfit. You're Joe nlo\\ ag.am 

Still. snme Wh1tc HC1USC aides are wary ol 
the Doles' working 1 dali\mship. particular
ly since tht! senator drafted~' *~m1cn 's_-eql~l· 
ty bill In dnnmate M"\ dtscrtmtnauon 111 
federal laws that s t:1k· the thunder from a 
Reagan admimst r~\l tl Ul task force working 
on a similar rrollllsal . " l'ill{lW talk has hc!~n 
known It' do ~·lmdl'rs," !W.YS nne. And llw 
Doles th~m~dv.:s rc~.·ogttlll' that conflicts of 
interesl ~t•uld anse . Hob !iliys that he! Wl'Uid 
probably \ Ole with the ~t-cre.lar~. "? t.rans· 
portation mattc.·rs--·unless hts wtfe.s mter
estsand 1hose ofKa11s.as wercalodds. 

. ·--· _ .. , -· -
____________ , ___ --l 
s--

Thai waslhecascm lq78 when Eliz.ahclh. 
thc:n u memhc:r ,,f lh\!' Ft:deral Trade C~ml· 
missiOn, ruledagai n ~ttc:rritorial rc-slri~lltUlS 
on indepc:ndcr11 bnlllcrs. Congn:ss tl\'er · 
turned hc:rd~~.·ts1Lm - ·-and Senator Dole \ ' l\1 -

ed with the majority . ·· t think she:. was right 
hut 1 \'Oh:d n~ain~l ht!r ~~ause ol Ct'1n~t~IU· 
ent pressurr..:. " hl· ~;~~ ... . In l'H~. "'hen Eh7a· 
hf:th suppllrl L·J the: ~.·rca non tll a strong .,;un· 
sumcr-;.uh lk:ilh~ Jg.~·lh.:~ and Bnh tlppi.1~Cd 
it . thcci.1Uplt• .;.parrt.•d 11101 publi.._· dchat~ . "I'll 
be in so mud1 lh't ,,.;1tc:r tonight.·· he Jukcd . 
"thev'llh< al:'lk HI nam~.· a tea hag after me." 
B~er: A~o.· tuall~ . II \\OlS '-'01\SUntt:ri~m 

1hat br<>u~ht llo>h Dc•k and Elizahclh Han
ford wgc:1her. A~ 1.kpu1y d1~ector of thc 
Offiet: ,,f C l1nsum..-r Aft'airs 111 the Nl.\lnl 
White H\lU~l'. she 'ISIIt.xl [)ole'~ Senate llf· 

ficC'tol .. ,bb,· fl,r ol cotl'umcr plank 111 the 1 Q72 
Republican ph1tf~o1rm . "\\'hen he wHI"'-t.'d 
through thcJ\ltlr . ·· ... 11e rt"l.'all~. ''ljust lOtlkeJ 
up and rhought. '\.1~ gthxiness. he's an at · 
tractwe man· ." Th~.· senator must huH· 
1houg.h1 ~nmcthmg ~umlar. since: he remcm· 
bers~'--rihhl111g her ttamc 1.111 thedt.·sk hloltcr . 

But he didn't (':til her for months, and fnr a 
long time: their reli.lthm~hip \\'aschapt'wned 
by Ma Hell. The~ had s<> <ral long phone 
-.·on,·ersatu\n~ th~t rt.••ot~aled a numbe-r of 
.:ommon fnenJ~. mtt:rt"Sb and nlltinns. ~ut 
wh11..::h ttlwan,·nJt."d \\Hh Bob saying.. "Ntet." 
talkmg hl ~:~1u." l!nd hanlling up. D~Jh: was 
relu~.:t a nt w ask hc:1 out ~aus~ of the 1 J . 
yen ditf(ren ... ·e 1n their ages. " I "''aS just a 
smali·W'41l hny fn' m Kun~as where you 
marrit''{i people ynur ,,wn a~c." he say~ . "It 
was sort of a httle mt•ntal ~.· lilf I had tu JUn~ p 
tl\ler." But Dole finally lea red and in\·itt:d 
herouttodmner. "I dt1n ' t knnw wharlovcat 
6rshight i<," Elizab<1h says. "bolllhink \\'C 

werC' reull\ltntt."r~ted m ea~:hother." 
ThC' i\erlator '4't~ ntll alone in h1s intt:rest 

He found him~c!lfthru~tlnto\\'hat he ..:a lis "a 
1\.eutud .. \ Dc: rb \ .. ,,f ~u 1 h1r~ ,:nmpcting f,, r 
one uf \\·a.~tungi~\H . ~ rn~~~ t chg.ibk \\t11111.'11 

For pcrhap~ I he '' ll.\ IIOIC Ill hi!O lifC', n,\lt• 

StV.~\\1 Lh. ,lt.lf.lllt h. :• J•) :- .~ 
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·Tha·.r tiff u ht'll of o •mt ··t\m pu~tdJ in th i.\ wwu': lJuuhlt·-IJolt' J~.\·tiny? 

ll't!..·al Hxpuhlit·au,. "YllU lll'\'Cr knt.lw," l.r.c 
cxplatn~ "Th~y 1nay ht· ddc:g~lc-s l;~te~un . 

l'ht.•rt' i!! u prin.· l'tn 'u~h smglc-numlt·d · 
tk~S . \\'ilhli(1HI. IW\\' 01 Wid1i1a altOrlll' ~, 
r\!'~.·all~ l)lll t." tdl11l!!- him : ''When I\\ a~ in t hc 
H~'use. l du1 t'H'rything. I iJfiS\\Trt.'<l C\' t.' l')' 

rh\lltt.' '-'all. I pcr ... \IIIUII~ wrote had. hl ~Vl' !' Y 
CllllStilu~nl . And \'l'U know what tl ~.,, 
me'.1 A Ji\·o r~c-!''Tt>d a.y. the Doll's takep11111 :-. 
11.1 makl' 11mc for t· a~ h tl thl'r. They shunt lie 
Jmnc:r-rarty cir('uit for mcalsah•m·on tr;.' y~ 
111 fron111fthc TV . Last July Eli1.alx-1h tlcw hl 
T\1peka. where the senator was campai~n · 
in~. ttl rhrt'W him a surpris~ birl~tlay part.)' 
-.·i.mtpl~tl·wtth Mis~ Kan!'!aspi.1pp1n~out t 11 :1 

hl,1x . Dunng the four n1ghtsa wet·k wht•n tmt· 
N both 1lf them i' tra,l'hng. they ~rx·a~ h~ 
ph1lllC: fl'f?.Uiurly and B~.lht1ftt.:n st:nt.h rose-~ · 
"11h :1 'h\lf ':1\ Hh! "lmi ... .., ,·nu" 

l),,ll· , l l't''1;·11 1i.._• h'l:ll\.. .:tbnut h1' t'l·dut ~"" 
" ) ti~un· if~ ,~ ~• d,m ' t ''''rr~ ,wcr 1\rohlt- 111'. 

Thcrc\ uo rd1ab pwg.ram for ddl·:u .. ·U 
tandiUah.:s." 

SumL: politl'-'a l prof!lltlSt1t.:ator~ . bclte\c 
Dnlc mny Ol\ l' day~ tl;'~led. by a tar mnrl' 
1111L:llflll1h11\ p11littcal c: .,p~ncnL·r . l'h11ugla 
the St;IHitor i" nutsidcrrd une of the lcaJm~ 
~andidatc' fnr the pt)St · Rcag;..tn GOP prc,l · 
dl.'nllalllunun:tlitm, many rc-ll.ard hi' wilt: iJ~ 
;.tn cvc=n lwllcr politil'al pro!-.pcL:t . She ~ay~ 
she has a I read\· bct:n apprna~hed about run
ning for Con.g. res!-1 \Jr !!O"'e1nor in No nh. 
Carolina. and her nam~ is near tht· tup of 
virtually e\'cry list lJflikdy first woman" ice· 
prcs.idcntial~.·a ndu..lat.._ .... . Elizlibcth will <In I ~ 
say thai clc~ti\C: oHkc "might al M~mc pmnt 
111 my life he: au opti<1n ·· But shC' IS ~crlatn 
thHt hcrhu~ll<tlld~nuld adJUSt t tl bt"ing Nl 1. 2 
"Wdl." he '"I\'· lnnkin~ slightly pumcJ at 
tlw 1hc,u~ht . .. ; •nc:<tnd a ha lf. mayb~.· ... 

\1\HI\' 1 •ll '' "'lh, l)o.l.. l i 'I',K t l,l-/11 ' IH~t. 
110 \1. ·' ''" I• lotn,m.l Mit II AI I ~ I I 'I '" "" ·'"'·' ' 

I 
I 

I \o,. :.· - • 

ond] husband died," says Phyllis 
automobiles by explaining, ··1 oughl to Buzick, "one of the firsl people lo call wa.• 
know.! mamedonc.") Elizabelh." 

If lhe senator runs for prcsideut, he .:an Ronald Reagan is well aware of Secretary 
count on .the secrelary to slep nul of 1hc Dole'spolilicalaueiS: Uecauseofherappeal 
limelight and into I he role of cundidal e's to women and minorilies. COtllitiluencies 
wife. She baa done so lwice befon·: i11 1916, that are perpelual political P'Tiems for 
when Dole ran for vice prcsidcnl wiih Gcr- him, I he president is increuingly utilizing 
aid Ford, and in 1980 durin a his hid for 1 he Dole oil polilical missiutlli. Recenlly she had 
GOPpresidenlialnomination. "ldon'lhnve 10 cui ahorl some Transportation Depan
lo be No. I alii he time," Elizabelh says. "I ment businCll• in Ballirnore lo helicopler lo 
hope I've changed my priorities so I hal .:a- the While Huusefora preaidenlial signing of 
recr is nol tbecenlerof my life." a child-support resolul ion. Her hu<band ap-
·~·~ Bob jokingly calls Elizabclh plauds Rea~an·s in, lincls--"lf they're 

hi one'WODUitr''Southem-stralcgy;"- hul- •rnart;-they' lljusl buy her a road map and an 
friends insist she's far more valuable than airplane and say, 'Sec you after I he eloc
lhat.lnhisnalionaldcbutasPonl'•running 1ion'"-bu11he sccrelary is a lillie less en
male, Dole --played I he 11illchel-man role lhusiaslic. "I wanllo help any way I can," 
SpiroAgncwhadperfcclcdforRichardNix- she says, "bul I'm also going lo run lhe 
on,andhisacidtongucwas'welisuiledlolhe Departmenl of Transponalion, and you 
part!·during a debate with bl.s Dcmocrnlic can'lrunil frumtheroad." 
cbunterpait, Waller Mondalc, fur itllilan<e, One polilkal task I he secrelary says she 
he joked aboul Mondale's nervuus mien, won't handle is conveying privalc White 
wondering whether AFL-CIO boss George House m .... ges to a powerful senalor she 
Meany hSd ilerved as hisl!liliup man. "He knowsquilewell. (The >enalorismureprag
wasn't loo selective ahout his targets," SHYS matic:"lfl pick uptidh11sabou1 whn'sgoing 

...... ..... .. 
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