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But Dole told Kansas reporters:
Friday, “I have & habit of makingmy. "
* the people of Tussell when he returmed —at
wounded from World War IT and he got
Do st 6 poliich hatWit s 1
A plane has been chartered to carry
reporters to‘Kansas, and the:senator

ives of dll ‘three .

home, as I will suggest In my an- ' o
”
Dole and his wife, former Federal

He doesn’t have to go to Russell. Re-
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Bob Dole’s Hometown
Is Blooming Again

As National Showcase

By FRED MANN
Staff Writer

RUSSELL — Keith Ehrlich took off
his red, white and blue FINA cap and
twirled it in his hands. "I don’t like
Dole,” he announced as he sat on a
stool in the gas station he manages
near 1-70 in Russell. *And I don't like
his policies. I won't vote for him. He
ain't shown me a damn thing."”

There are others here who don't like
Sen. Bob Dole, Russell's native son.
Maybe a handful. But they have a
passion for anonymity, which is why
Keith Ehrlich should get some sort of
medal. And maybe police protection.

Russell, as signs outside town pro-
claim and as people in town are fond
of pointing out, is Bob Dole Country.
The town's love of Dole is blooming
again in anticipation of his visit here
today and Monday.

AT 9:30 A.M. MONDAY, Dole will
stand on a platform in front of the city
building at 8th and Maple and blow
the lid off one of the year's worst kept
secrets — that he intends to run for
President of the United States.

. The crowd, expected to number ,

about 4,000, will go crazy.

Even some of the people in Russell
who don't like Bob Dole like Bob l:_tole.
This contradiction was best explained
by a patron at the Green Lantern
Lounge: “They may not like him, but
they like the honor of Bob Dole being
from Russell. Whether we like him or
not, we want to vote for him,"”

One woman finished blasting Dole
by saying she intends to vote for him
— something she hasn't done since

picking him Most Likely To Succe_ed
in his Russell High School senior
class. “Better not put my name

(See BOB, 6A, Col. 1)
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 seat by, running for president, but, he .S
noted, You always run'a risk.If 1

| didn’t do anything and just announced

\ for Senate, there’s a risk.” -
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. Most of the all-knowing political
thing like a 50 to one shot in the
Bephbllc@g _,gmldentlal:._--nom_l_-,_

_ But that's similar to what most

& nation sweepstakes.

¢ of the all-knowing political pundits

were saying in 1975 about a candi-

~ date named Jimmy Carter.
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It's true that ‘‘our boy, Bob,” privileged
presidential

who will make his _

nomination candidacy . official
Monday at his home city of Rus-
sell, has a long way to go and
faces a number of what appear to
be formidable opponents in his
race, but don't sell him short.

He has a good record as a sena-

tor, is a great campaigner and a:
witty speaker. He also has a lot of
political IOU’s in his pocket, due to
the hundreds of speeches he has

. made throughout the nation on be-

half of fellow Republican candi-
dates.

He's far from an unknown —
" he's had plenty of national expo-
sure as a vice-presidential candi-
date.

And, most importantly, he's not
the Bob Dole he used to be. He has
" grown tremendously since the
early days when he was a young
ultra-conservative, a hawk, and
the darling of the oil and other spe-
cial issues.

He's his own man now. He has
become a moderate and a man of
considerable compassion. His ef-
forts to aid the handicapped, the
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 pundits say Sen. Bob Dole is some-’
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The Journal's
- Page of Opinion

“Bob’s chances.

“poor-and underfed, the old folks
years. It's a mark of his stature
and of his integrity that he has
worked often in tandem with Dem- |
‘'ocratic ‘Sen. George McGovern — |
a man at the other end of the polit-
ical spectrum — to get legislation
- which would aid the under-

\

And are his presidential nomi-
nation opponents or possible oppo-
nents really all that formidable?

' Ronald ‘ Reagan? Extremely

well-known and a persuasive

speaker. But many voters would |
shy away from a man who would

_be 70 years old by the time he took |
the oath of office. And he's too far
‘to the right to be palatable to

many moderates.

- John Connally? Tainted by his
-party-jumping, his association
"with Richard - Nixon, ‘and his
‘wheeler-dealer Texas aura.

across as a dull speaker, a weak-
ling, and'a man who has a hard
time making up his mind.

George Bush? His former CIA
connection is a kiss of death.

Phil Crane? A little-known reac-

tionary. :

Reps. Jack Kemp and John An-
derson? Nonentities.

It seems to us that Bob Dole has
a chance — maybe a good chance.

In any event, it will be a pleas-
ure to welcome home a favorite ;
son Monday. &
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Dole ready for fbuhesf‘race of career

By KEN PETERSON
Capital-Journal

Washingten Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas embarks Monday on what
firomises to be the toughest contest in his long and controversial political
career, that for the Republicap presidential nomination.

Dole goes for it all, in an anticlimactic media event, at 9:30 a.m. in Russell

when he stands on the city hall steps to announce his candidacy.
Waiting for him are grueling visits to primary states and the formidable

likes of Ronald Reagan, John Conmally and Howard Baker.

Behind him are images created in 1976 when he was the vice presidential
candidate who growled about. Democrat wars in his debate with Walter
Mondale, and a campaign when he was portrayed as wielding every weapon
from a red hot pistol to a sharply honed hatchet.

All that is behind himn, Dole now says with an optimism that pervades his
tire outlook on the presidential quest. The 55-year-old senator

name does not conjure up any negative reactir
“There isn't any,” Dole sayssimply, and t}
Dole’s presidential campaign staff is di»

bad impression with voters. Some are tel)

* say he must be less sardonic and more po

10 overcome.
One campaign aide, for instance, suf

ment speech saying he will not attack

critics in his own party to keep him bus’
Gone also is the hands-off policy of a T

enter the presidential race if Reagan ~

but Reagan has shown no sign of lett

thinks he will do well, although he

and he and Connally somewhere arv

report-

ers created the gunslinger image and recent public opinion polls show his
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Crane finish, by Dole’s calculatio
New Hampshire.
Dole campaign staff is prepar
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* him.
™ exist.
é:: Dole leaves a
Pt .y while others
m ©  ihey say is easy
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L ~  Dole’s announce-
~ arter has enough
= eted.
m  iesaid he would not
.. Ford appears out,
this for keeps and he
e , first, Baker second,
: Bush and Rep. Philip
'\J: ih. The main target is
X R
~ N
©

S
= -
> ~r e chairman of the New
w

_CD

.

Hampshire Republican party for the presidential work in the nation’s first

primary state, a move viewed as a distinct bonus for Dole.

Frontrunner -Reagan has fallen off in popularity in New Hampshire
because he has not visited there regularly, Dole aides contend. New Hump-
shire voters love — indeed, require — courting by candidates, and Reagan
has fallen far short, a Dole campaign aide ventures. Dole is relying on
Reagan to falter early, giving him the upper hand in the important first

primary. '

Dole’s committee also is interviewing former staff members from
Crane’s deeply troubled campaign where more than 20 workers have re-

signed. .

*'For the most part, they're (former Crane workers) hardworking, youn[;:

people,” Dole says. ‘‘We’re striving for excellence in our organization.”

Dole’s campaign has_qualified for federal matching funds, a financial
boost candidates receive when they gather contributions totaling $5,000 in 20
states with donations of $250 or less. He is soliciting money in 37 states and

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)
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