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¢ What next for Dole?

"“' ¥ WASHINGTON (UPD) —
The Republican vice presiden-
’ tial candidate was always
looking for places to go —
| | | from Darlington, 8.C., at the
st | ‘beginning of the campaign to
-1 "Herkimer, N.Y., and Vallejo,
: ', Calif., near the end.
; J. / After 44 states and 62,000
;-miles in a losing effort, the
" question is where Robert
\, Dole is looking now as he va-
cations in South America.

" Throughout the campaign, .

‘he dropped sly hints that he
might like to run. for presi-
<dent in four™ years, but
mostly he shied any from
the question.

As the vice presidential
‘candidate on a ticket that did
not eémbarrass ifself at the
polls, the Kansas' senator
should have an early claim
on the right' to challenge
Jimmy Carter in 1980,

Dole has *enough expe-
rience,-ambition.and-political
10Us from the past campaign
and his previous chairman-
ship of the Republican Na-
tional Committee to make a
credible run for the 1980
GOP nomination. But his
physical stamina, grasp of
the issues and personality
were, in this campaign, less
than presidential.

He spent the entire 74-day

"I;m Dany 11-24

election campaign slashing at
Carter for his “three posi-

tions on every issue,” the

Playboy interview, his slipup
on taxing those with above-
average incomes, his support
from organized labor, his
choice of Walter Mondale,
the free spending Democratic
Congress.

While President Ford
stayed in the Rose Garden
for the month of September,
Dole was out leading the Re-

' publican charge from 33 poll
points behind. While Dole
was drawing crowds counted
in the dozens, Ford was
beaming at crowds of thou-
sands — using words and is-
sues that Dole had market
tested for him.

As ranking minority mem-
ber of the Senate Agricul-
ture Committee, Dole did his
best to repair the damage in
the farm heartland that Ford
did by imposing grain em-
bargoes after. he assumed the
presidency.

But while he was success-
ful in winning farmers' alle-
giances and the entire
western half of the nation,
Dole was also coming across
‘to the rest of the country as
the acid-tongued campaign
“hatchet man” Mondale and
others said he was.

‘aged him in the eyes of

His casual sarcasm and |
snappy answers during the
vice presidential debate dam-

many, aecording to polls and
postdebate - commentaries.
And while he had his share
of flipflops during the cam-
paign, none was as striking
or politically loaded as his ac-
cusation that World War II,
in which he lost the use of
his right arm, and the Viet-
nam war, which he sup-
ported all the way, were
“Democrat wars."

"His constant use of “Demo-
crat” as an adjective instead
of a noun — epitomizing his
partisanship and his political
coming of age in the 1950s —
turned off some of the very
people the GOP needed to
have in order to overcome
the Democrats’ inherent
edge in registration.

Dole and those close to
him disclaim any responsi-
bility for Ford's loss, arguing
it was they who helped the
President make a race out of
it.

Those who argue the oppo-
site point out that had Ford |
chosen a less strident, more
moderate running mate, the
GOP might have lost Kansas'
seven electoral votes or Mon-
tana's sour or Oklahoma's |
eight.

=

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Robert
Dole, defeated vice presidential candi-
date, is vacationing in South America.
And because.he will come back to his
Senate seat in January, he may be con-

““sidering whether to aim for the presi-

dency in 1980.

As l.he vice presidential cnndidnl.e on
a ticket that did not embarrass itself
at the polls, he should have an early
claim on the right to challenge Jimmy
Carter in 1980,

Dole has enough experience, ambi-
tion and political IOUs from the past
campaign and his previous chairman-
ship of the Republican National Com-
mittee to make a credible run for the
1980 GOP nomination.

But his physical stamina, grasp of
the issues and personality were, in this
campaign, described by many as less

¢ Will Dole try for
top spot in 198
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than presidential. \

Dole and those close to him disclaim
responsibility for Ford’s loss, arguing
it was he who helped the President|
make a race out of it.

Those who argue the opposite point |

out that had Ford chosen a less stri- |

dent, more moderate running mate,
the GOP might have lost Kansas’
seven. electoral votes or Montana's
four or Oklahoma's eight.

A running mate less partisan and
less controversial, they contend, might
have given Ford Ohio's 25 or Pennsyl-
vania's 27 or New York's 41 electoral
votes and possibly the election.

Dole sensed loss of election early

By KEN PETERSON
Capital-Journal
Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON — When Bob Dole
went o the White House on election
night. he felt even then he would not
e e as the vice president-elect.

The first inkling that President Ford
wias in trouble came three days earlier
when Dole, the Kansas junior senator,
talked to o Republican pollster who
lacked the bouney enthusiasm he onee
displayed  The pollster said the Ford-
Daole tieket would have to carry three of
the four large states, almost an lmpuss

ible task in Dole's nuind.

1t just didn’t sound good to me,”
Dole says now, exactly three weeks af-
ter the election, 1 was hopeful on elec-
tion day, but it didn’t seem o me we
could pull it off. I didn't go to the White
House that might expecting to be the
vice president-elect when 1 left.”

Dole made the comments in an inter-
view Tuesday with The Daily Capital,
the first interview he has granted since
he returned this week from a brief
South American vacation with his wife,
Elizabeth. Mrs. Dole has since re-

turned to her job as a federal trade
commissioner.

So Dole is now just Sen. Robert J
Dole. R-Kan., and he concedes he feels
a deep disappointment,

He still seems angered at the treat-
ment his campaign received from what
he called the “liberal-bent™ of the news
media. He says it would be interesting
if an independent organization com-
piled the stories filed by news organiza-
tions and compared the favorable or
nonfaverable coverage given to am
and Vice President-celeet Walter F.
Maondale of Minnesoti. He says he can-

not recall a single negative story writ-

ten about Mondale.

And, he adds, “I's no seeret. The
New York Tunes was alter me since |
was nominated. There's nothing wrong
with that, but oftentimes it was a httle
undeserved. ™

Several colummists blame Dole for
the President’s election loss, a treat-
ment, Dole sayvs. that shows his part of
the campangn receved attention.

“Most vice presidents you never hear
from after they are nominated,” Dole
savs. T was to go out and hit the road

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3)

and carry the campaign against Carter
and point out the contradictions, The
President was to remain in the White
House. Had it worked we would have
been geniuses and won the greatest vie-
tory in the history of politics.”’

Dole says everyone looks for a scape-
goat and noted he has seen the blame
placed not only on himself, but on John
Connally and Ronald Reagan.

Al that point in the interview, Dole
showed a letter from Vice President
Nelson Rockefeller that said, in part,
**I am one who believes that the success
of the Ford-Dole ticket in uniting the
parly in traditionally Republican
areas, in carrying the West and the
farm states, was due in no small part to
your hardhitting, articulate efforts.™

Still, Dole said he is willing to absorb
some of the blame.

*1 knew I would have to take some of
the heat,” he said. *'1 was: thejpoint
man, the lightning rod. I wuul(L take
some of the heat and get the heat off the
President. 1 think_we probably made
some points around that m‘uled Carter
some and maybe Mondale.”’

The Kansas senator also pulled oul

| sume election results that showed he

carried his hometown of Russell by a
1.734-600 margin while Mondale lost in
his hometown of Afton, Minn., by a
50-580 tally.

“It was a good campaign. but il's

| hard to lose when il's so close,” he

says. 'l wish them (Carter-Mondale)

| well, for the sake of the country, but |

think President Ford would have been
the best President.”
Dole says Democrats cannot blame

i anyone else for whatever problems oc-

cur. The Democrats will control the
White House, Congress and the federal
agencies.

“Maybe the American people need a
dose of that kind of government,” he
said. ““Maybe they'll like it. It's easy
for the out’s to run against the in's, as
the Democrats did by blaming Ford for
everything.”

The Republican party is weak now,
he said, but added he is not dis-
couraged aboul the party’s future. Mil-
lions of Americans didn’t vole for ei-
ther Carter or Ford, he said. Republi-
cans definitely are a minority party
and the tendency may be to become

. more conservative, he said.

Mary Louise Smith, who Monday an-

- candidate), not some cor

January. warned against the party tak-
ing any “fatal lurch' toward a conser-
vative extreme,

Dole said the Republican task now is
to attract the disinterested into the par-
ty ranks, bul he says he h-u no idea how
todo that. L

“We've got to assume’ llu{ alotof |
Americ ans, particularly grganized la-
bor and leaders of organ

Democratic party," 3
of an oft-stated comment during the |

campaign. *We've got to figare out |
g man and |
didn't vote §

how lo bring the wor
woman and the blacks w 4
into the party. Half the people who |
could didn't vutelhlwﬁr i -

Dole speculated that & .loss may be

necessary to get people {rivglved in po-

litics. Voters were turned dif by Water- &

gate, the Nixon pardomlﬁd lhe Viet- &

nam War, hesaid, " i
“We were in bad shape !

we recovered to win in 198
son did not seek re-¢ig
Republicans nominateg.
on)," he said. “We're
build the party frofry (b Bot
Maybe that's the challepig®

Dole says he has’
GOP national chairma
mind, but said the party ¢al
to choose a new. chairmsih: Who is re-
garded as a represea(aﬁ\ctﬂar any in-
dividuals in the party. - 73/

“I just haven tthnliglll.

would represent a true
all the hopes and as
dividuals and the party,!"} ﬂa

Dole will not say ilh!ﬂmel:qﬂed in |
seeking the presidentia i‘hﬁ'rhnlion in |
1980, but notes, *I do hel!s'?ﬁulllhaw
a lot of friends in the co
me to remain active' be
lieve in a (wo-party. syst!
which looks ahead to 1§
item in the whisper.ss
News, but the party is I‘
mine that (the Republi

‘ fhe who B
pmise of |

loduttr ;
esidential |

tator."
Dole said he will relurnli}hn Senate.
“I'm going to he w&rkfng for Kan- |
sas,” he said. *There’s no doubt about |
it, the recognition is theére and T hope it |
can be helpful for Kansas; I think we |

have brought a certain, al‘nount of re- "\

labor, are |\
pretty much part and*parcel of the o
he shid; in d repeat |
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| nounced her resignation effective in  cognition to Kansas."

‘Republicans Are Still Alive and chkmg'° Dole

WASHINGTON, (UPI) — Sen.
Robert Dole says the Repub-
licans, despite their election
losses at all levels of government,
are “still alive and kicking" and
must now go out and find good
candidates to rebuild from the
bottoms up.

In an interview after hls return
from a South American vacation,
the defeated GOP vice presi-
dential candidate talked about
the party's future and the kind of
chairman it needs to replace
Mary Louise Smith, who is
resigning in January.

A former Republican Natiunal

Committes. chairman mmself

Dole said the leadirz candidates
appear fo be John Connally,
Ronald Reagan, defeated
Tennessze Sen. William Brock
and pessibly Utah Republican
leader Dick Richards.

“I've beeg visiting around try-
ing te make”certain we have
somerne who wants to take the
job,” the Kansas senator said.
“It's a fulltffne fob with a lot of
speaxing. I haven't suggested
anycne and don’t know if I will.”

No one anpounced for the
job, but a Bfock spokesman said
the Tennessean “is interested in

it.” Neither Connally nor
Reagan, despite support from
some local politicians$ has pub-
liclygindicated interest.

‘I"don’t think anyhgdy knows
who's going to be around in.1980,"
Dole said, but as a y ‘‘we're
still alive and ki . 'We just

ot afford to kick each other.
«are not enough of us
ﬁr’o d "

Asked about possible attempts
!{ the,conservative wing to win

e chairmanship through
Connally or Reagan, Dole

utioned: *'I'm not certain we
can afferd to have any one point

of vlew We need a strong cham-
man of, chairwoman.

“It's a “fulltime job, whlch
would preclude someone én
Congress. What we need is an-
other Ray Bliss type who can sort
of put hing back together
and bu d
bottom up."

Bl he senior member of the
national corsimittee, took ove
RNC chairman after the GOP‘
1964 debacle. -

He s¥id the'party must Imd gew "

talent,
minorities.

expecially amung

e party from the

out and find black candidates and
themyou go to work for them and
try to get them elected. I never
thought ‘you could attract blacks
With all white spokesmen. The
same is true in Spanish-speaking
areas.

“*While Carter is trying to fill
up the government, we can find
some ~good candidates.”
particularly at the state level.

-'The first step is to go out and
really find outstanding men and

women who will run as

:Republicans. Build from the

bottom up...I don't want to ex-

Asked how, Dole said: Yol go’ » clude anyone from our party.”
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| Washington on Review

Burden of Ford Defeat Placed on Dole

i

|

l By Juseah A. Lastelic
ashington Bureau

Washingum—alf Landon, the Re-
publican presidential nominee in
1936 who lost to President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, once told Sen. Bob
Dole (R-Kan.) about the morning
after.

“When you carry only two
states," ‘Landon confided with, a
smile, “you don't have to worry
about what went wrong."

Unfortunately for Dole, the Re-
publican vice-presidential nominee
this year, he cannot forget so casi-
ly. race was so close that what
might have been, what could have
been done and what went wrong
will forever haunt him. Some
blame is being put on Dole, and he
will have to become accustomed to
living with such assertions.

Did Bob Dole hurt or help this
year?

Dr. George Gnllup said, *'I don't
know, we didn’t take any soundings
on that issue aslir ut it.”

I asked Lou . “Yes, he did
hurt,” Harris replied. *“He cost the
ticket two or three points in the
North. He lost the debate to Mon-
dale, 29 to 55. He came across as a
negative heavy. I know he says he
did what the strategy called for him
to do, to be the point man, to go
after Carter, but that says some-
thing about his lack of sensitivity."

An NBC poll a few days
passed the question, “How wou d
you vote if you could have voted for
vice-president?”’ Forty-seven per
cent said they would have chosen
Mondale, 24 per cent Dole. The oth-
ers were not sure or chose other
persons.

um¢ has had a tough time from

beginning. His selection at Kan-

sas Cal{,echocked the political re-
porters because they had dismissed
Lany possibility that he would be

SEN. BOB DOLE
. « haunted by negatives

chosen as Ford's running mate.

immediate reactions described

as a hatchet man, and editorial
writers and cartoonists of a liberal
persuasion found him to be a dis-
mal choice. Dole has complained
often that the New York Times had
it in for him from the beginning. He
thinks 75 per cent of the reporters
covering his cam were for the
Democratic ticket. He saw a double
standard in how reporters general-
ly treated certain statemeénts in the
campaign.

Sen. Walter Mondale, the Demo-
cratic vice-presidential nominee,
once said Ford and Dole were not
fit 1o be elected dog catchers. No
criticism followed. “If 1 had said
something like that, they would still
be after me," Dole said.

When Dole went to the White

House to see the President for their
first meeu%nce the election, he
found the dent disappointed
that they did not win, but no person-
al blame was placed on him, Dole
sald. The talk was of states wbere
they came so close but lost, notably
Ohio and Wisconsin.

Doleseomtmhmlookklg at the
map of the election results, which
shows the West and farm states f a;
3: Ford!DoIe

ere Dole campaigned the hard-

est, Jowa stands out because Dole
went back there at the last minute.

Mississip-

where Dole I.hnu t the ticket

a chance to win. He thinks Dix-

ie will come back to Republicans,

that Southerners voted this time out
of loyalty to one of their own.

Political commentary since the

hard on Dole.
;!owlanu: tEl\)r:lm and Robert Novak
ound e was
tisan Democrats, m
al-moderate , that his
e My

senior ass|

blame for the defeat to Dﬁ‘%@
President Ford saw their column
he reacted 1 “Nobody in au-
thority said that."

I talked to several men close to
Ford who said had never
heard him blame Dole for the loss,
that the agonizing was over the
campaign efforts placed in certain
states, such as time wasted
campaigning in New York, where
the chances were slim for victory,
that should have been spent in Ohio.

Senator Dole spoke to the Repub-
gl e o

0 1) .n or
“subdued," but reparmdwbat
he had to sa ubu“:ytlw need to
fighting build the party. One

them commented that what Dole

had to say was widely reported and
that "if he had stuck with his

?eeches in the campaign instead
tossing off liners, the country

&;ﬂdﬂha\fﬂ a different view of Bab
e.

My conversations with political
writers in this town shows eight out
of 10 think Dole hurt the ticket.
They have written it, and as the po-
litical picture of the future dave!ops
four years hence they will refer to
the campaign and Dole will be de-
scribed In negatives. So it will not

awm

Sen. mas F. Eagleton (D-
Mo.), pushed off the Democratic
ticket by Sen. George McGovern in
1972, gets mentioned periodically
whenever somebody writes a story
about vice-presidential selection.
Eagleton has learned to live with it.
He did not let that wrenching epi-
sode in his life coaﬂuer him, mov-
ing ahead to establish his reputa-
tion as a most effective senator.

Those writers and politicians who
see Dole as a positive contribution
to the ticket say he fulfilled the role
set out for him by campaign strate-
fy To woo farmers and ranchers,
ire up Republicans and reach out
for the fans of Ronald Reagan, who
were reluctant to do much work for
the ticket.

The voter ultimately makes his
choice on who is running for Presi-
dent and this time chose between
gglz'd and Carter, not Mondale and

e.

Senator Dole received a lot of
messages after the election
him well or commiserating in the
loss. Once again Alf Landon gave
Dole a boost when he needed it.
Landon said succinctly, *'If you win
mrecewe a lot of credit you don’t

rve, and if you lose recelve
alot of blame youdon't deserve.”
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Mr, Russ Townsley

THE RUSSELL DAILY NEWS
802 North Maple
Russell, Kansas 67665

Dear Russ:

AVlnifed Hlates Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

1976

STANDING COMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
BubGET

FiNANCE

SELECT AND SPECIAL COMMITTEE
MNuTmiTion AND Human NEEDS

I just want to say thank you to all of my good friends in

Russell County.

I shall always cherish the visit to Russell

with President Ford on August 20, for it was the highlight of

our campaign.

The overwhelming support the Ford/Dole ticket received in

Russell County was most gratifying.

I know that literally

hundreds were involved there in many of the arrangements --
Democrats as well as Republicans -- and while we were dis-
appointed with the final outcome, I was personally heartened
by the tremendous bipartisan response.

Since I do not have the names of everyone who assisted,

I am

taking the liberty of expressing my thanks in this manner.

If 1 may ever be of assistance to anyone who reads this letter,

please contact me.

is: (202) 224-6521.

MICROFILMED FROM

BEST MAILABLE COPY

OQur office address is:
Building, Washington, D. C.

Singerely
i E’cul‘_

BOB DOLE
U. S. Senate

4213 Senate Office
20510, and our office phone number

-il\
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