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4 ilies from financial disaster with gent's showmanship Thussday in with's speech to the iy it
major fllnesses.  Bauffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Multiple Sclerosis Society in esiden “The last time I was in Jack- 4

Dole made a brief campsign Binghamton and New York City, Washington and then was to celebrati sonville we had the biggest Re- i

appearance here sandwictied be- must have taught the Kansqs .ppear ‘at “Farmfest '76” in hours. publican meeting at that time in i

tween in Boston Thurs-  senator rt for Rockefeller’s Crystal Lake, Minn., and at a ' nmntur‘m ed Dole § ¥  history — I think we had 660 some

day night and visits later Fridiy job something about crowd-pleas- GOP fund raiser in Birmingham, runningmate.' at-the dinner,” the Republican L

to Minnesota and Alabama. de  jng. e Ala. A letter to Russell Mayor Roger Wil- vice ‘presidential nominee said

spoke at the opening general  Atthe ABC convention,anatur-. The Minnesota trip apparently liams read: SR S Monday. i

session of the National Multiple a1 audience for his barbs at . isamatter of some contention “Many thinks for your thoughtful let- I remember the dinner very v

; Sclerosis Society’s 30th anniver- App.cl0 President George Wwithin the 'Dole’ campalgn, with ter following my- visit ‘to Russell on well. I almost choked on a piece 4
k. sary conference. "7 Meany, Dole scored heavily by the cni:tdldal.e not. enthusiastic g 150 limm&m o Gomato Bob | of chidken, T tHink sbimieone men: i
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Kansas senator said: * . Democratic presidential -candi- ure at one point over the addition | . community. childhood companion, Lloyr Graf i

-"Weneedapmgn;.mtﬂpl‘m date Jimmy Carter with owing Of Minnesota, “It is on the way to i of Russell, Kan. Graf, 54, has §

4families from disaster pis fortunes to the glant labor Birmingham,™ he quipped . re- worked in Jacksonville, as a i

due to severe illness;” he told an organization. ~~ - -~ Signedly. i St millwright for 10 years and sald L
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. ; . Graf, a lifetime Cemocrat, s¢id
o gave o detalls” of his | he was urging fellow party wem-

but said he h some bers to vote for the I'ord-Dole
kjndmof cataatiophis upropedtectlon . ticket. He described” Dole as
o i approved by Con ! ‘} ! **honest, sincere, striving for the

next yea.l‘ “whatever hamns | - best.”
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insofar as the presidengy is con- |
cerned.” 5

Without endorsing or rejecting
the newly passed tax reform bill, < . g ! J ol . i i )
Dole said one provision—a tax T "V  Val ERLAYAR . VaAVLA -8 . Vol ; D o U B
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architectural barriers—would | oGy Y el By A ety B A S e e ¢ hrds L rmam———te
benefit handicapped P’-m"";ﬂ i i I il R e o I { beaccurate on the telephone. Mr. the_Idens feel sure that Bob
“If it is enacted, the removal 0 Y W / i @ ; B i e Iden came here in 1024 and didn’t see them. They recall the
barriers that have kept handicap- _ : F i ; i a i .8 B L i retired in 1968. His wife, Thelma, car ahead of the limousine stop-
ped people out of jobs and mean- : T {0 ] . ; B * | came here in 1925 and they were ped and the secret service men
mg{t:ld emgé?ym?gt will be stim- e { married in June of that year. She came back and got on the main
S Dole said. 22

By PAULINE STURGEON retired in 1965.

R AR : car. The Idens were interested in

Democratio pl‘ﬁldenﬁal candi- | ally showed Elliott wearing a was easy to see hehada spm-k of “From my reading, he has Mrs. Iden was kindergarten gee what was go on and
date Jimmy, Carter has proposed | With seconds left to play, Our Prairiesta beard and Dole on his  some kind that othérs might not done quite well and been accept- | teacher for Robin, daughter of ey s paf; e
amandatory national health care Hero in the very last action of the - right, Now, there had been a third . have, when it caine to getting ed in Congress. He and the'| Bob and Phyllis Dole. She ob- [t shows: Bob is undoubtedly &
plan, but President Ford says the football game catches the pass person in the picture; Bud Smith,  things done. He was a very good Democrats get along very well, | viously retains a fondness for the type of person to get along,
economy cannot afford a national and, nmning on a muddy field, a pilotin World War II, shot down _ student. ' heisa good friend of Sen. Hubert | now-grown-up Robin, and pro- that Ford picked him,” the Idens '
health insurance program cover- makes & touchdown. It has hap- off the Philippine Islands. “Injurles accented his deter- Humphrey. His fellow Congress- | tests when a newspaper photo is declared. *We watched Bob down 2
ing everyone. ' pened in the movies, it may have -~ The boys had come up to Coach tion. I knew him when he men respect him. Honesty and | unflattering for the young lady.  on the floor in the national House §
* Dole got a rousing reception in happened to W players. Elliott after a team picture Was came back after the war. He was  integrity have helped to keep him | Mr. Iden said: “I knew Bob all of Representatives,” said Tom
Boston Thursday night during an the country over. Butit's one they through school and his family of Iden. “He's a politician's politi- :
anti-labor speech to the builders tell ahout Bob Dole, and it's a T X course from the time we've been cian, He has willingness and ;
and contractors. “ﬁ:ﬁ? ety ' ' here. I can always see Bob eagernessto attack any problem.
At another location earlier, ;ow“gch%e Ba::le':al-{: catching that pass. Dean Skaer He could see our point of view, no i
Vice President Nelson Rockefel- well reniembers.  because -the was one of the coaches and made matter what the problem.”
ler, taking Dole through his homnte coach from. the 'omms team an early decision or prediction  “He wasaman of smiles on the i
state, had some raw meat of his threw his hat on the ground and about Bob. Weulhad to l:l}mt h!ll‘n street,” said Mrs. Iden, *‘with his I
= jumped up and down on it. out so we could go home—he arm supported at an extended r

k| would come back and practice
s . goals, all excited after the game.
Skaer, visiting here, said that as

angle. Any of us who lived here i
can remember seeing him walk-
ing with his arm in this frame.

The year was 193940 when
Russell had a wooden stadium
and the football field was owned

determination was one of the big_the Post Office, John Brown of
factors that brought him through.
At that time the hospital was

a competitor Bob was determin- We never did hear him com-
by the school dtutrlcg l;ltheﬂ;; ed to do the thing he set out todo. plain.”
present high school had n Iw%hdgbhearhiﬁsg}élt;’et M.;- Iden has a book of the !
. Th | “When was - graduates’ list for each class. k
prgg:l‘llsddle semthl;;n erans’ Hospital, we were both There was no 1941 yearbook. In
nl;m navmgz " : i there,” related Mrs. Iden. “It Bob Dole's class a few of the
player, Ba:teprﬁyz; Pma i b f appeared he could not live. His classmates were Ralph Resley at
Greal teelone P A b
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Gorham, Dean Banker, Mrs.
Frances Brooks Dawson, Mrs.

PARADE OF FASHIONS—These Ruppenihal. nd Bob in track warm-up

Harold Elliott was here a year
before him. Elliott was head
basketball coach. Dean Skaer
had ‘been football coach and
stayed and helped Baxter and

“also was track coach. Baxter

thinks that Bob Dole's experience
in track under Skaer and basket-
ball under Elliott made him a
better all-round team player as
well as a football star. -

“Bob was dedicated. Anything
he did, he tried real hard,” says
Baxter, now retired. That meant
more, too, in 1939, for Russell had
won hardly any games, even

though they had some good ma-

terial. ;

Baxter was to leave Russell
before too long for the Army. He
eft the day before Christmas
in 1943, and got out in

and was an assistant

in football and track. A picture
which has been published nation-
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year. In Dole’s junior year

team won the basketball league

Mai and Bob Resley.

In Dole's senior year, his team- b

mates were Dick Spencer, Bob
Resley, Bud Smith and John
Hogue. Russell placed second in
the league Dole’s senior year, as
it had his sophomore year.

“Bob was a tremendous com-
petitor,” said Elliott. ‘‘He played
his best when the going was
tough. He had an extremely quick
mind including a quick response.
His wit and humor were very
good to relax the team in a tight
situation. He was highly intelli-
gent and very articulate. He was
an extremely hard worker and

naturally right-handed, and had
to have reorientation to use his
Determination has
n the thing that has carried
him. He could still achieve and do
things that need to be done. I
can't speak highly enough for
him in his deterinination to suc-
ceed. He didn’t lack courage!

“A political career takes un-
usually long hours, and in spite of
.all the work he retains likeable-
ness and wit and humor. One of
‘his top charar:teristics as a politi-
cian, he always felt a responsibil-
ity to his his constituents. I can't.
imagine most Congressmen tak-
ing the time to help them, the way
Bob did—as county attorney, rep-

little over 2 minutes, not the best'

in the state but respectable at the
time. We had games we won that
we shouldn't have, for Hays High
School and the .Hays Cadets
(since renamed Thomas More
Prep) dominated the league.

cipal in 1935 when Bob was in
high school, but' he was superin-
tendent from 1929 and at the time
Bob graduated. ‘‘He never caus-
ed any problems,” said Mr. Iden.
“He was one of the boys you
.wouldn't know about.”

The Idens made a special trip

There are thrills in memories.  to Winter General Hospital to see
“When Bob is working, he just' the hometown boy. Bob's mother
enjoys people and has a tremen- was with him when they went.
dous memory of names and They also visited Bob in Law-
faces. In being a politician, that's rence his freshman year and
one of the necessary things and| later in Washington. “We were
he certainly has had it. He was| glways glad to support him,”
well-liked as a county attorney they said.
and had no problem in being When Ford and Dole made
reelected. He would work with their trip here after the Republi-
people in the daytime and do can convention, Mr. and Mrs.
individual work in long hours at Idenwere seated in their car in
night.” | front of Banker's Department
Mr. and Mrs. Tom L. Iden, Store and kept informed on their
retired, were besieged by.’ the | portable radio. This was the spot
press when the news broke onj where the top of the presidential
Bob Dole's vice presidential se-| limousine was opened and Ford
lection and nomination. They and Dole came up in sight. But
wisely compiled a sheet of facts
for reference so that they could

1

old , a kind of barracks in 3

was a great honor for Russell to  costumes tell as well as any way what clothing; and 4 (below), In service nm':tyh?uses. Our daughter, now Edrg:-. Gf::: n?edcgﬁzldneuﬂt as
beat Great Bend. Bob Dole’s youth was like: 1. Fresh- uniform. Mrs, Thelma Rilling, couldnt Robin's teacher she was a casual
It was a long time ago, Coach  man in mackinaw jacket; 2. high _ (Photos courtesy of Mrs. Bina Dole)  stay because of the stench of the visitor in the Bob Dole home. The
Baxter Mud . He himselfis  gchool picture in overalls; 3. Philli . : veterans' wounds after opera- Idens attended a reception for
Elg}admm tzlmﬂﬂlshSchool by A tions. But the personnel were Bob and Phyllis when they were
926. ther homesteaded 4 doing the best they could. bride and groom. *'Phyllis is a
at Gorham. Courtside, the brick taken and asked to“be photo- respected in life by people, and  “Bob told us that when he was fine person,” said Mrs. Iden.
schooiln near Ruppenthal, was graphed with him. Elliott doubt-" ~ helped him to stay clear of |ying in Italy after being wound- “She has been able to help Bob by
built in 1918 and held the 7th and ed that this might show parﬁal- ; Wflﬂ!ﬂte- ,, ed, It felt like I'd lost my arm,’ letting him do for himself. She is
8th grades and high school. ity, but felt it to be a compliment ~ . “As an athlete here, he didn't a5 he thought it would be better a capable, fine person and highly

Baxter came here as a teacher to him. i g get full growth, he was six feet 5 he left there . . , but somebody respected by Bob's family.
from Glasco, wherehewasonthe  Coach Elliott related: Dole was - one or two inches, 175-80 pounds, came and got him. Bob had been = “When the Doles were here
faculty eight years and taught asquad member as a sophomore and a marvelous athletic speci- g young officer leading a night they were good parents to their
eight classes. When he returncd  in basketball and played regulay men. For a year at the University patro], he had just barely land- daughter. She was not spoiled
to Russell in 1839, he was bus!- asa junior and senior, was center of Kansas, he was in footballand ¢4 » and is well-balanced in personal-
gu; kt;nc:e; with fﬁ;ﬂ %badn and guard and chosen by his mketot;a&ﬂm*:;e ek nlsg i&ﬂgj. ity and disposition. Bob and
was | teammates as captain his senlor 4 an h Mr. Iden was school prin- s had | - .
d coach. his time on the half-mile was a heh P Phyllis had been married a num

ber of years and had adoption
papers out when they learned
they would have Robin. She was
born in Russell.”

Harold Elliott had praised Ir-
vin “Jack” Luthi for his tremen-
dous influence on students —
“head and shoulders above any-
one else” in the way he could
bring out students’ ability. Luthi
was speech instructor and debate
coach, assistant principal under
Tom Iden and when Mr. Iden
became superintendent Luthi be-
came principal. But Mr. Iden felt
that the influence of the coaches
was more definite, as Bob never
debated. 1

Luthi left here to go to Augusta,
then make a career in the Army
as a lieutenant colonel, where the
Idens visited him in the Pentagon
and in Leavenworth and at Phil-
adelphia; later he was director of
\adlmsaiom at Washburn Uni-
| versity. Luthi is now city manag-

er at Wodtiward, Okla.
Luthi wrote about Bob during
_ junior and senior years when he
was his student. I remember
Bob as a very stable young man.
He was a participant in a wide
range of activities and did not
' permit himself to become over
involved in any one area. He had

la warm
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ful of peers and elders alike. He
| was always an attentive and good
| student. He was never a trouble-

| maker in ‘any sense. There is

| ‘more that could be said, but this
represents the most memorable
aspects of his life as a young man
and student as I recall.”
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