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he told the New York delegation later.

On the convention Hoor that night, the
atmosphere was no longer tense but still
highly emotional. Reagan  supporters

staged one of the longest, loudest dem-*

onstrations in the history of GOP con-
ventions when their candidate’s name
was placed in nomination, both to vent
their frustration over his inevitable de-
feat and—so many Ford supporters
thought—to delay the ident’s victory
until after prime time. “For what's sup-
posed to be a party of serious, responsi-
ble businessmen, we sure do act like
damn fools;” one linois delegate com-
plained over the din of horns and hoarse-
voiced cheers.,

The vote differed only slightly from the
one on 16C. As expected, Mississippi
broke its unit rule to vote 16-

14 for the President. Finally,
at 12:30 a.m., Gov. Arch
Muoore of West Virginia an-
nounced the votes that put
Ford overthe top. Atonee, the
Ford family was up in their
seats and hugging one an-
other as Ford supporters be-
low cheered, Reagan follow-
crs wept and the last few
states kicked in their votes to
miake it 1,187 for Ford—1,070
for his vanquished opponent.

‘ON THE SAME SIDE'

“1 hope nobody demands a
recount,” jukt‘(l Ford in his_
hotel room where he had fol-
lowed each state’s vote with
gusto, After West Virginia,
aides had applauded for 30
seconds or more. At the Ala-
meda, by contrast, Reagan
breathed what almaost
seemed a sigh of relief and
wile Nimey gave him a con-
soling kiss. “Well, that's it,”
he said. Replicd Naney: "1
don’t care, honey. You did
what no one else had ever
done.” Moments later Ford
wits on the phone and within
the hour the man Reagan had
pressed so closely for so long
stood at his side. “Our fight is
over,” said Reagan, “We are on the same
side and will go forth together,”

They stood side by side once again the
nest night as Ford, after his unexpected-
Iv rousing acceptance speech, beckoned
to the Reagans to join him on the podium.
Surprising even his own advisers, the
President stepped aside—and  Reagan
hushed the convention with an eloquent
excerpt from what would have been his
own acceeptance speech, The delegates
crupted in a final, emotional communion
between the Ford and Reagan forees,
and then Ford walked out on the floor
into acrush of delegates and reporters. It
wias the first rough passage of a campaign
that promised many more to come,
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food-stamp legislation, the Dole-Mc-
Govem bill—the Administration thinks
it's terrible. But I don't believe that those
who represent the Administration are
totally realistic in that area. So maybe I'll
have a chance to get the President’s ear
now and try to explain that we want
reform but it's two-sided—we want to
reform but not to deprive people who
should benefit.

Q. Why did President Nixon sack you as
GOP chalrman?

A. Ldon't know. I didn’t want to stay on
as chairman much longer but it seemed
after traveling thousands and thousands
of miles and working hard it just wasn't
total justice to be given a Camp David
jacket and a rather strong suggestion that
a good time for me to make a transition
would be right after the 1973 Inaugural.
In the Inangural parade the chairman
normally rides behind the President—
I'm not certain I was in the parade—I
was so far back, the parade had ended

before 1 passed the reviewing stand. But -

I had to believe that a lot of that was the
efforts of the underlings like Magruder.
If they couldn't dominate you, they
didn’t want you. And I was, 1 guess,
deseribed as irreverent,

Q. You supported Nixon on the war up
through 1972, didn't you? How does that look
in retrospect?

A. 1 don't know what I would do to
change it. U you knew then what you
know now, vou could have changed, but
evervthing was always a crisis whether it
was Cambodia, bombing or whatever. It
was ahwavs pretty well dressed up as the
right thing to do.

Q. You also backed him on the Supreme
Court nominations of Clement Haynsworth
and G. Harrold Carswell. Did you act out of
loyalty or conviction?

A. 1 think I would stick by my guns on
Hivnsworth=1 think we've  really
missed the service of an outstanding
Southern judge. On Carswell, had he
been properly evaluated by the Justice
Department, he probably never would
have been submitted.

Q. Does your divorce make you politically
vulnerable?

A. No. I don't believe so. I mean it's
tour or five years ago now and my ex-wife
remarried two or three years ago.

Q. Aren't the Republican moderates going
to feel excluded by a vative ticket and a
conservative platform?

A. I hope not. We have to find room. 1
believe 1 have a lot of support with the
modenite senators like [Charles] Mathi-
as and Ed Brooke and others bevause 1
recogmized that we could have different
philosophies and still be compatible

August 30, 1976

ln the smoke-filled Royal suite of Kan-
sas City’s Crown Center Hotel, Gerald
Ford and nine advisers congregated
around a $5-a-day rented conference ta-
ble tussling over the Vice Presidency.
Sipping coffee beneath a wall dotted
with photos of the Ford family (Vice
President Rockefeller kept stirring his
coffee with the earpiece of his eye-
glasses) the shirtsleeved group weighed
options as first one candidate, then an-
other ebbed and faded. At 10:15 on the
moming alter Ford’s nomindtion, the
discussion suddenly crystallized. “All

Dole fighting back tearsin Russell: 'Y ou made me what Lam’

right,” Ford wound up the conversation,
“Let's get Bob Dole on the telephone.”

Unlike Jimmy Carter, who entered his
convention with the nomination in hand
and plenty of time to contemplate a run-
ning mate, Ford had been too preoceu-
pied with Ronald Reagan to begin his
winnowing process until the final weeks
before the convention. On July 31, he
requested Republican delegates to send
him their top five choices for Vice Presi-
dent, A week later he was working from a
list of two dozen possibilities, and his
aides were assembling health and finan-
cial records of the leading contenders.
Ultimately, however, the selection of
Sen. Robert Dole of Kansas was the prod-
uct of old-fashioned backroom politick-
ing and the dictates of a conservative
convention.
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Ford’s final round of deliberations be-
gan at 3:15 am., a few hours after his
nomination and a much publicized meet-
ing with Reagan. Throughout the week,
the President had dangled the possibility
ofa Ford-Reagan ticket before uncommit-
ted delegates. Reagan, for his part, had
insisted he would not accept a Vice Presi-
dential job: a condition of their unifying
téte-a-tete was that Ford would not even
miake the offer. Thus the President, who
had never really wanted to share a tick-
et—or the limelight—with his rival, did
not ask Reagan to assume an official role

’ either in the Ford campaign
or a new Ford Administra-
tion. He did, however, solicit

- Reagan’s opinion about pos-
sible Vice Presidential candi-
dates, among them Dole and

Sen. Howard Baker of Ten-

nessee. Reagan was appar-

_ ently most enthusiastic about

* the Kansan. But, said Reagan
= chief of staff Mike Deaver, to
_say that Reagan endorsed
* Dole warmly “would be put-
* ting it strongly.”

DERAILING CARTER

As a sop to Reagan support-
L _ers, Ford's Southern dele-
| gate hunter Harry Dent had
suggested that he throw
~ his Vice Presidential choice
open to the convention, thus
. forcing Reagan into the posi-
~ tion of having to publicly re-
~ fuse a draft. But as one of
~ their first orders of business
at 3:15, the brain-trusters de-
cisively rejected the sugges-
tion. Rockefeller, particular-
ly, argued that it would show
Ford to be weak and un-
Presidential.  “"Make the
- choice voursell,” he urged.
o There was some talk about
former Texas Gov, John Con-
nally. Despite Ford’s early
preference for him and his formidable
campaign skills, the group soon eliminat-
ed him. Connally’s association with the
milk-fund scandal was a clear liability;
special White House polls also showed
him hurting the ticket more than any
other candidate.

It soon became evident that the Presi-
dent had narrowed his Veep list to four—
Baker, Dole, U.S. Ambassador to Great
Britain Anne Armstrong and former Dep-
uty Attorney General William Ruckel-
shaus—though one participant recalled
that, at the time, “Dole didn't have any-
one lor his champion.” Not even Ford
mentioned him much, he said. Instead,
the President’s early favorite was Baker,
whose Southern roots and high poll
scores for integrity worked in his favor
(the fact that his wife had been treated for
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adrinking problem was not considered a
serious drawback). But some Ford staff-
ers, ever sensitive to the Watergate issue,
felt voters would be confused about
whether Baker had sided with the heroes
or the villains of the scandal. Others
criticized Baker as bland and too earnest.
“Politically speaking,” said one strate-
gist, “Baker came out pretty much as a
eunuch.”

Several advisers, including campaign
director Stuart Spencer, toyed with the
idea of Armstrong. Choosing a woman,
they said, would derail Carter’s strat-
egy for two weeks while he tried to
figure out how to handle her. But then
someone remembered that privately
commissioned GOP polls had shown
half the Republican women questioned
about their Vice Presidential choices
did not want a woman a heartbeat away
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Dole orates alongside interpreter for th

Armstrong’s  candidacy faded  rapidly.

Rockefeller  reportedly  supported
Ruckelshaus, whose Watergate role (he
was fired for refusing to fire Archibald
Cox), unlike Baker's, clearly worked in
his favor. The former head of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency also had a
positive image as a  conservationist,
Morcover, he was acceptable to the mod-
erates and even to Reagan, who had
offered Ruckelshaus a spot on his ticket
before choosing Schweiker. Thus de-
spite Ruckelshaus's lack of campaign ex-
perience and the ardent feminism of his
wife Jill, most participants left their
meeting at 5 a.m. convinced he had an
inside track.

Ford told his advisers to sleep on the
decision for a while. But at 9:30 a.m. he
called them together again, and it was
clear that, after \']l‘!']‘nilm{ on it, the Presi-
dent had come to this mecting with Bob
Dole on his mind. “Ford must have telt
most comfortable with Dole,” speculat-
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ed one participant, Others figured that
Dole brought considerable strength to
the ticket. He is a conservative, but not a
hard-liner, who is well liked throughout
the party. He also did well in the White
House Veep polls, ranking fifth in name
recognition,

PULLING THE SOUTH

Dole's ties to the Farm Belt seemed to
further sway Ford, who is unpopular
with many farmers because of his grain
embargo against the Russians last year.
“The President felt he had to have the
Farm Belt as a base,” explained an aide.
Also, the President knew he needed a
strong campaigner to balance his own
weaknesses. Dole was one of the tough-
est stumpers available.

While the President sipped coffee, his
aides raised Dole’s liabilities—his fail-
ure to provide geographical balance, his

eal to moderates, his divorce,

deaf: A feeling for the handicapped

his stinging, shoot-from-the-hip humor.
“He jokes too much,” complained one of
the conferees. “He's capable of putting
his foot in his mouth.” Others argued that
Dole was an intelligent man—and that
he would control his humor as a Vice
Presidential candidate. Another Ford
aide felt that Dole “can pull as much out
of the South as Baker,” and the divorce.
problem was played down by Nelson
Rockefeller. “I've gone through that,” he.
said, “It's not a political handicap to be
divorced ... Public perceptions have
changed.” f

By 10:15, Ford had his mind made up.

A few minutes later the phone rang in 8
Dole’s seventeenth-floor suite in the |’

Muehlebach Hotel (he was right next’
door to Connally). “Bob, I want you to be §
on the ticket,” declared Ford. Dole, who ¥
«iid later he hadn’t expected the call.

never hesitated. “Certainly,” he rephied. |
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Enroute to Washington from |his
hometown of Russell, Kans.. Sen. Robert
Dole granted an interview—his first
since becoming the Republican Viee
Presidential nominee—to NEWSWEEK'S
Henry Hubbard:

HUBBARD: When did you first suspect that
President Ford would pick Bob Dole as his
running mate?

DOLE: We turned on TV that moming
and [heard] that I was among four final-
ists. Well, I knew Anne Armstrong was in
Scotland, and probably couldn’t be back
by noon, and I heard that [William]
Ruckelshaus was in Tacoma, and he had
it tith to get in there by noon, | said,
well, this could be down to [Howard]
Baker and Dole. If they don’t go alpha-
betically, I might have a chance. We did
take a little interest then,

Q. You had an emotional moment up on the
podium In your hometown.

A. You know, you see a lot of faces in
the crowd that you haven’t seen foralong
time. When I was wounded and needed
some money for an operation they sort of
had a solicitation and raised $2,000 or
$3,000, and I could see different people
there that had helped. And 1 lost my
father in the past several months and he
was very proud of my standing in politics
and he wasn't there to see this. The
combination of just being home among
real friends that know you inside and out,
and if you've done anything worthwhile
it's because of people like that. You look
out and find one in the crowd and it stirs
you up inside.

Q. How does it feel to be on a ticket that's
30 points behind with only two months to
catch up?

On ngllin_g the ticket: ‘You've got to get altention’

On a sunnyg afternoon in Russell,
Kans., last week, a platform draped in
red, white and  blue bunting—und
decked with perspiring Republicans—
stood sturdily in front of the courthouse
on Main Street. There were no clouds in
the sky. the smell of barbecued hot dogs
and pickles was in the air, and under the
Chinese elms a erowd began to swell on
the grassy courthouse square. The high-
school band suddenly struck up “Hail to
the Chief”"—and President Gerald Ford
grinned back. But the real guest of honor
that day was the tall, lean man who
stepped forward to greet his home folks.
“You made me what am. When I needed
help this town came through,” said Sen.
Robert J. Dole, referring to his old World
War I wounds. Then his voice hroke—
and he wept.

For the junior senator from Kansas—
and the new Vice Presidential candi-
date of the Republican Party—the touch-
ing homecoming was bound to defy dry
eves. Dole rose to his eminence in Kan-
sas City last week out of the Midwest
world of Main Street politics. He was
reared on heartland virtues, Farmer's
Almanac common sense and the Taft
tradition of the GOP. At 53, he is a
politician without jowls—a hard, athletic
conservative, His thin lips can curl with
equal speed into a boyish grin or an iron
sneer. He deploys his quick wit both in
friendly camaraderie and in flinty parti-
san attack. “He is one of the toughest
men I've ever met,” said Oregon's liber-
al Republican Sen. Bob Packwood.
“He's the kind of guy I'd like to stand
back to back with in a knife fight.”
This Dodge City image didn't hurt
Dole in Kansas City last week—though a
few erities predict that his rough-"cm-up
style may hurt more than it helps before
the fall is over. (Former Sen, William

A. 1 really haven't thought about it. 1
suggest we have a lot of work to do. Right
now, I'm still in a daze.

Q. What do you bring to this ticket?

A. I think'a bridge with the Reagan
forces. Some [delegates] abstained in the
vote for Vice President; [they were] very
upset about the Reagan loss. But by and
large, 1 have a good relationship with the
leadership of the Reagan forces. Second-
ly, 1 already had a bridge with party
leaders in each state. They change, of
course, but having been the chairman of
the party, I'll be going into each state not
as a stranger, as compared to [Walter]
Mondale. My role in agriculture is quite’
well known, And I think philosophically
we have a bridge to the South. 1 have a
conservative record; it's my understand-
ing that 1 may have had more support
among the Southern chairmen than, say,
Howard Baker. Also I'm not totally inef-
fective on the stump.

Q. Is It fair to say you're noted for a sharp
tongue?

A. I don't know about the sharp
tongue. That may be not the right epi-
thet, but 1 do react, and it seems to me if
you're going to close the gap 30 points
you've got to get people’s attention. You
don’t do it by going out and slandering
anyone or attacking Fritz Mondale or
Governor Carter. You do it by pointing
up contradictions. It seems to me there
are enough there to keep us busy to
Christmas, let alone November.

Q. Wil it be a hardball campaign?

A. I have a feeling that though Carter
publicly plays softball, he's capable of
playing hardball, and we just want him to
learn how to catch as well as pitch.

Q. Where Is he vulnerable?

A. My instincts tell me that
he may be vulnerable in farm
states, and that may be an-
other reason I'm on the tick-
et. To me, he is vulnerable in
the South [even though he's
a Southemer]; the latest poll
indicates he has firm support
of 57 per cent of the voters in
the South. You've got a very
uphill battle but you don’t
write it off. You go down and
see what you can do and run
selective surveys and see
where vour best opportuni-
ties are.

Q. Are there inconsistencies
_In Carter the man?

Saxbe of Ohio once called Dole a “hatch-
et man” so off-putting he “couldn’t sell
beer on a troop ship.”) But Dole has a
number of other, more positive attri-
butes. He is a survivor—a man with a
reputation for beating bleak odds. In
Washington, a city of pomp and protocol,
he is a cool hand who regularly totes his
own dirty shirts to the laundry. He has
cultivated a sense of humor bomn of pain
and a feeling for the handicapped born ol
his own paralyzed righg arm. He is smart
and daring: he onee outmancuvered for-
mer liberal Sen. J. William Fulbright on
an antiwar amendment. “Dole’s stolen
my cow,” grumped Fulbright. “No,”
Dole replied mildly: “"We've just milked
it a little.” .

‘CAN'T" NEVER COULD

Country metaphors come naturally to
Dole. His grandfather was a farmer who
moved the Dole family to west Kansas
from Ohio in the 1880s. His mother was a
sturdy homebody whose motto was:
“*Can't’ never could do anything.” She
passed that ethic on to her son, who was
borm in Russell (today’s population:
more than 5,000) on July 22, 1923. Dole’s
conservative Republican father ran the
White Way Café on Main Street, then an
eges and creamery store, and the local
grain elevator. Young Dole got his first
lessons in Farm Belt politics there: fann-
ers dropping their grain would also stop
to sneak a drink of bootleg whisky and
talk weather and polities. “Our father's
life was work,” says his sister Gloria
Dole Nelson, 54. “He never wanted to
give up and sit in a rocking chair—and
Bob's just like him.”

The Sinclair Lewis setting shaped an
carly and lasting regard for authority as
wellas Dole's faith in the work ethic. One
day when the family alarm went off at 3
am. by mistake, Dole’s father groggily
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Photon by 81 :
On Jimmy Carter: He can play hardball

A. Right. We mentioned alew on Mon-
day evening in my speech. We talked
about 14(B) [the "Ri;:‘ll to Work™ law],
his various positions on that, and even
suggested next time  perhaps he s
quizzed he would suggest it was his shoe
size. After looking at the polls mavhbe hat
size would be better.

Q. How about Senator Mondale?

A. Mondale has a very liberal record—
we're probably two senators who can be
absent from Congress without changing
avote. We'll have a live pair from now till
the election. He's a sharp, able fellow.
We're on good terms. He'll be selling his
wares and I'll be trying to sell ours. But
they're starting off with a big lead.

Q. You have not always agreed with Presi-
dent Ford. Can that be used against you?

A.No. I think I had the sharpest differ-
ence on grain embargoes. 1 even refused
to make a trip to Kansas with Ford. |
didn’t do it as an act of hostility, Ijust felt
that we had to get someone’s attention—
not the President’s, he understood, but
others in the Administration who never
really felt the embargo was o bad thing,

Q. You criticized him over the Nixon par-
don. How do you feel about it now?

A. At least it's behind us. Now you may
not agree that it was the right thing to do.
But perhaps as far as the settling of the
Watergate problem it was probably a
wise judgment.

Q. Have you backed the President on all his
vetoes?

A. No. I think I voted to overvide the
education bill just a couple of weeks ago.
I voted to override one which would
provide a Congressional review ol mili-
tary-hase closings, And we'sve worked on
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sent his son off to the grocery store to buy
butter. The store was closed, but Dole
dutifully stayed till his father realized the
error and came for him. “He was told to
bring that butter home and that's what he
wits going to do,” chuckled Mrs. Nelson.
Dole jerked sodas and had a paper route.
One Christmas Eve, it was Bob who tried
to keep his brotherand sisters from sneak-
ing peeks at the presents.

Dole's ticket out of Russell was col-
lege—and World War 11, In 1941, he
enrolled as a pre-med student at the
University of Kansas. Two years later he
enlisted in the Army and became a
second lieutenant in the elite Tenth
Mountain Division. On April 14, 1945,
Dole was leading an infantry squad
across the Po valley in northern ltaly
when aGerman machine gun cut him
down. His right shoulder was shattered,
his neck vertebrae were fractured and
he lay paralyzed for hours, able neither
to see nor to feel his arms—they were
pinned above his head. He spent the
nexst 39 months in Army hospitals; he
wasted away from 194 to 122 pounds: he
lost one kidney to an infection: he de-
veloped blood clots in his lungs. In
desperation, doctors administered an
experimental antibiotic:  streptomycin.
It worked. Dole emerged from the hos-
pital broken in body—but alive.

AN OBSESSION WITH POLITICS

Dole slowly began to patch together a
new life and career in law and politics.
Transplanted bone and muscle from his
leg gave him a right arm of sorts; Dole
cannot hold anythingmuch heavierthana
peneil with it and works the crowds with
his left arm. When he married a young
occupational  therapist named Phyllis
Holden in 1948, his doctor wired: “Hope
that arm 1 fixed will be used lovingly.”
Fora while it was. Dole went on to win a
B.A. in history and a law degree from
Washburn Municipal University in To-
peka. Phyllis helped pay the bills and
wrote out his dictated answers toaspecial
exam to qualify for the Kansas bar. They
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A Kansas scrapbook: Dole, 7, with brother Ken and sister Gloria
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in Russell; above left, later with Ken: ax a young Gl, circa 1944
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