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Dole ~iltcla-r.ify is~u~s 
~ Kansas· lwn Rrpublican ~('IH.Ilors ty and C.: (Hltradictlons" or their party 
r dtlll ' l nJwn~· !oi S('C CYl'·lO·I~yr . plutrornl . 
,. . ( . "' \. . 

cr;' Ia fact, ~nate ••les ofln p11 Sea. ' Demecral• arr chrg!nl! Dolo ·• ·as 
~ James Pearsea 'In tlie "yes" col1m1 . picked as a sla•~Jag ,' "gal:fillklor. " 
d) :ond Sen. Deb Dolt In I he "no" nlum1, Blllkal's ntl c'erred and m .. ltll.em 

or o·lce-nrsa. know II. 

J . As Pt•nrson said, Doh.• is <>xpcctcd to 
t ell the truth hb.out the , Democrat lc 

jrlutfnrm. lit• suid Dole will as.un• thut 
\ the \·titl'rs will know in i\un•miJt·r whut 
~ tu cxJwcl in ,January ir-Drlilocrats takL' 
O\Tr lhr \\"hitc Hous~ a~ well as con· 

~ But Pf'arson . Kansas' !iCnior st•nutor. 

tl! rf' rngniZl'fl DniL's int(•grily and his wll

t=ktlnJ.:n r ss tu t· a~.' tlw " unpopular but 

~m·t·t ·~sary \ttlr . 

·'. 

I)) In n Scrwte spc<•t•h tht• nthcr day. 
~ P~·ar:-.on rdHlf'cl what many Kansans 

·1-9 hm·e bct•n thinking abnut the ehoicc of' 

I llnh Dole us the Hrpublrean \WO·prrsr · 
df•nlial nominrt•. 

tinti ing their control of Congress. 
1\'lwn a cumpni~<ncr tr lls the truth 

about the opposition. he often is 
charged with "dirty pohtics" - hy 

Dole was srlcC' t('d . I'C'arson said . to lhnsc who would rather not hear tilt• 
ror('l' Dt•mol-ruls lo " slu•d the amhi.gui · truth 

canw '""" to Kansas City l.11uh•r 
intraparty dwllengt' tl1an 

sittin~ Prt•sillt •ut sinl'e C.IH"s · 
h·r Arthur was t"ast asiclt" h y tht· Rt'pllhli 
cans of IHH4 . I lis fah· lwlo11gt•d to a t ' tlll 

' t•ntinn that ~an· him ;t stingy majority ol 
its \'Oil'S and Honald nt·ag:m a landslidt • 
sharl' of' its t·motion . But in thl' end it was 
Ct•rald Ford , Prt!sidt•ut h\' cir('umslam_·v 
anti numint•l' by sht•t•r plod
tliug dl'll'rmination, who 
slum) iu ll1e llomll it glan· of 
Kt•mpt•r Art•na taking his firs t 
t•arm·d hurrahs in natioual 
polilil'S and daring In dream 
of mon• Ill' XI Nov. 2. ''\Ve an_· 
~oiu~ lu \\l in ," he l' rit•d iu tlu-• 
liu._·e oftlw ht·av ~ · I'XJH'dation 
that lw t·anuoL ·· Tht· 
AnH"riean peopll' an· ~oin~ to 
""Y that night, 'Jt·rry. y n11 'n· 
dont' a ~uod joh. KPt ' P right 
011 dllillg it' .' " 

llis Slll't'l'h was hy most 
Jm·asun·s thl' mash•f1lit•e t• of 
his 2Ji yl'ars in politics-a 
nmfidl'nl pep talk that st.•ut 
his di\'idNI hn·thren forth iu 
sonwthing likt• unity to do 
h;tttll' for him and his impul
"in• h1st-mimlll' dwil't• tOr 

f r111lning malt•, Holwrt Dole , 
lh•· t·ut·aJl(l -shoot junior st•n

, ator from "ansas. It mi~ht 
han· ht•t•u otlwrwise : the 

~ • "1, •',• . ,. 
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Galh.•tl' s latest survey· 
llarris' s . l-Ie rc_•maim·tl i.\11 unc leded 
Pn·sidc·nt with no lll<' ilS\ITilhlt• national 
hast• ;.tnd slight gift s at campaigning. His 
fall s tratc~y was still iu the option-papl'r 
stagt• , with just te-n wt•eks ll'fl till Elcc· 
ti11n Day. His stall' rc.·mains susped 
anJollg party pros, for all their t 'OU)> iu 
"ansas City. 1-lis party was b eset ' b )'i .... 

\ 'l'ttrs ha\'c 
his add nam:""" 
the m.•ss of Harrold Carswell 
and the innoccnc.·c ofRidmrd Nixon. Ht• 
olll·red Ford none of the usual gcograpll 
ic.: or itlcologkal1mlam:t•; ht• was in li.u.: t 
the objcd of "some hitt'hing and moau
ing" among Ford's men , one.• of tht•m re 

ported, until, at 10:15 a.m. 011 

dedsion dav, Ford au
uounc_·c.·d: "I ti1ink it 's Dolc.l 
like him ." The more t.·om· 
mon \'it•w was that Ford 
ncc.!dl'd him as. in Dolt.'~ 
0\~11 phruse, a "pc..:unut shdl, 
cr -il gut t·umpmgncr capa· 
ble of carrying tht• atlu(.·k to 
Carter and pcrllitps hailing 
him into some fatal mistake . 

ON THE HIGH ROAD 

:ll sl Ht•tmhl it·atJ t'ollvt •ntion 
ln·gan so uarn1wly split that 
\\'hilt· llousl' dlit·f nf stall' 
Hil'hard Cht• nt·~ pri, ·art •h• 
proll·sst ·tl Ford and his mt•n 
" )ul'ky Ill ~t·f IIIII with UHr 
skins ." In tiH' ,., 1'111 , tlw~ · J.?:nt 
out with nmsitlt.•rahly mort.•. 
Ford's I on~ T1111 against Ht•<t
gau hloo<ll'd him ;;~sa national 
camp;ligm•r anti h·~itimated 
hiul as tlw t•hoin• of his par· 
t~ - not nu•rt·l ~ tlw appuinlt·t· 

TIIC' runnin~ nml c ,., in Rusr-;e JI: The I(UIIIe Wllt; catch-up now 

Forti plnnm:J to L'OIIH.:' ofl' 
his own (.'011\' t:.'ntion higl1 
onto a high-road eumpaig:n
an oslt.'ntatiously Pn·sidcu
tial posture that will andwr 
him to his desk 111osl of till' 
autumn and stress his peaec.•
nnd-prosperity pitch iu llis 
ICw mtio••cd appeamnt:es . 
But his pruspt.·rity rc.·maiu s 
shaky. His pursuit of peill't.' 
through d.Cteute aud the_· 
wiles of Hen f)' Kissinger wus 
culled into question by a plat
fOnn plank f()rccd on him by 
the Reagan wing ol' his OW II 

party. His decision to low
profile ut lt.·ast into Oetobl'r 
was the prodm:t purtly of his 
deficiencies us a campaigu
er-his pulls go down wht·11 
he goes out-uud the liuger
ing: douhts that he ;.,. Presi 
deutiul. Evt•u his invilatio11 
to the first Presidentiill t.•mu
puigu dt:bO.tcs sinec Nixou 

of Hid1anl :'\i .xon. II is .spt•t•ch d ispla:.Td 
hilu at l1is Pn•sidt·ntiaiiH ·st. dwt• lliuJ.! o11 

hi s n•,_.urd-aml daring J inun y ( :arlt ·r to 
dt •bah· it ou lin· T\' . 

Fur lwadv lllOIIH'Ilts. Ford t ' \ t ' ll 111ad~· 
his dt•t:ilnat.t'd party hngd that ht• is tht · 
undt'nltl~. starting htrtlwr IH"himl thow 
~ Ill)' Pn· ~ idt'nt in sc.: il'ntifk polling hi~to 
ry ami dt·spt'rah'ly short of tinu· t11 t·ah'h 
np. Ill' l1as madt· up 10 points in tlw poll " 
~inn · Cartt'r's post·t.·on\ ·t ·ntiou high la~t 
llllllllh , hut still trails ,,() . .'33 ill c .. orgt · 

II> 

prophn·il'S of doom ; its own field urga
Jii zt·rs guesst•d Cartt'r would win with a 
lamlslic.lt' 400 t'lc·doral \'Oil's if the t•lt•t·· 
tillll wc·n· lwld now, and somt• Rt'IHihli 
van oHic.T-st•t•ke rs lllllttl'n!d opc · nl~ 
;lhout dt•st•rtitl~ tht' Ford-Dolt• tidwt il 
lltTt.' SSiiT\' to tht'ir own sun·intl. 

Tlw p,:t' s idt ' llt' s dwi(.•t• of Dolt• fur 1\:tJ. 

:! was itsl'lf a s ignal of tlw kind uf l'at..IJ 
••P hall lw 110\\' t't·c. ·ls ohligt.•d to play-a 
l'alllpaig:n targ:dl'd at h ·ast in purl again !'> t 
( :;trtt-r a'i if lu· wt•n· tht• illt.'llllllwnt and 

met John Kennedy iu 1960 was an impro
"isaticm horu as mul'h out of nt•t·essit y ;t'i 
llt'rvt•. "You don't make up u lend likt· 
Carter's," suid one senior aide , " without 
gc_•nc.·ratin~ solllt.' explosion s. \V t• had to 
takc· till' risk ." 

Still . Ford's pc_·n11ll' rl'pain·d to a work
iug retn·at in Vail , Colo., at the wee h ·nd 
in something hordt•ring Ollt'llphoria on·r 
what did uud didn't happen in Kan sas 
Cit y. So narrow was the Pn·sidt"ut's lead 
tltai ht · li·lt ohli_g,·tl tn fly in t·arl~ · to plt•oul 
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NAFIONAL AI'I'AIRS 

hi!i 0\\'11 t.':UI SLa-' ' nmnin~ ; trnund," a s call'~ . " lft• atl ;u ·kL'cf C~tr1t-T h) ~~~ indirt•t•· 
nne Ren)C;\11 Southe rner dcscrihed it. tiun-" ~t y rcc_·ord is Olll' or specifics , not 
"spending 45 minutes trying to get oru• smilt, s: ' '-nnd hy J,t:nilty ussocintion with 
vote nut or a little ol' dclc~ate from " thC' \'ote-hun~ry. frC'e- spc.,ndin~ Cnn-
Chitlin ' Switt-h.'" Whnt he and his han- gn•s:sicmal nmjority.'' But mostly lw 
dlerS fcnred most Wt\.'i the kind or,.pmo- hrou~ht his 110 lon~C'r fHllllC'riclliJ)' gmnd 
tiona) tide that might tip the conVention old pm1y up ~.:hccring with a promise 
to Ren~an or tear the party in two. Tht• tllt'y \\'O mtc.·d hadly lo hear amd d c spt.·mh·· 
passimls were there, hoiling ove r ' into ly tu hclicvt.·: " \Ve will wu)r.te a winnin).! 
I on)!. mucous. hom-tooting demonstrU· e ampnign in C\'l'T) ' rt"' J.tion or this t·tmntry , 

to othc ·r umh· .. ign ollt•d \'t ' llllt' !'> in O~.·to· 
lwr. Tlw lcagtlt' t' tl\'i!<>inn .'\ thn•t• deh••h• ... 
ht•twecn lhl' Pn·~iclc.·ntial t·mulidatcs
c.·ovc~ rin~ furc_·i~n ntTairs. t.'t.'Oilomit·s and 
domt•stit· polky--nml a fourth hc.•h\'Ct.'ll 
thdr nmning m11h·s . Un<ler nnt· pru
pnscc.l ronnulu, the enc-mmtcrs would 
l11 s: l 60 minutc.·s cac·lt. most of it dc\'ott•d 
to t lut•stionin~ hy :t ll<md of jounmlhls. 
the tag end to fi\'c-minut c summ1llinns. 

lions at thl· merest mention of Ronald rrom the ~nuwv hanks of Mimlt.' sula to 
Rcag::m's namt.·: the noisenmking shUnt- ·· tlw s \mcly plt~i.~s of Cc_•orgin." - 'HE'S ONE OF US' 
ec.l both Ford\ nomin~tion llnd his ut..·· Fonl pt'tlnt•tl iu the dutllengt· to tle -
t.'cptam:c specc.·h ofT primt.• tdt.•\lision hale Carlt.-r a han·.,_twu hour.- ht.•fon· 
time in at lc11st half the nnlion-tht.· sort s: p ccd1 tim t--;m additiun that, hy lut.'k or 
of indignity assodatcc.l mnn• t.•ommonl~ souml intdligenCc.' heat the G e orgian 
with tht• Democrats. himself to the punch hy le ss than a day . 

But tht.· Pn·sidenfs men had the \ 'Otcs. Ford had bt.•t• n kic k in~ the idea anmnd 
and the discipline to hold them in line with his inner circle for h\-·o or three 

when it c.·ountcc.l . The real te st of power weeks, and hal<d~1 :1:>~e~·c~·n~C~· ;.~:::~::~:~~~ 
t·ounc when the Rcagnn command plt\}'ed advh.--e. A few .. t 

Tlw propnsnl alone ~ot Ford a lusty 
o,·ation iu Kempc.•r .'\rt•ntl. and ht•lpt•d 
st•tul him ami his L•ntoura~c ofT to tlwir 
str.ttl' J.r.l ' dc_•lihL•mtions in Vail with :1 

lmoyancy at odds wilh their stmtmt•r· 
hook stm.uling: a~:1inst Carter. ' ' \\'l• hllrllo 
ge t a good bounce out of this ccn\\'tHl· 

.tion," one senior "nud ~\'c'n• 

its last dt.•sJwration card. proposing that 
Ford lw required to name his ViL·e Pre si
dt·ntial dwiee bl'fore nomination night ; 
his handlt'rs, opt•mling nul or a trailer 
<:tide -named Third Base. marshL\Icd a de· 
dsi\'e \ 'ott' against' the mk·. and the bal· 
loting lll'tWc('U Ford and Rt'ngau thcre· 
afic_•r ·was a formality . In till~ emotional 
atl c_· nn;lth . Rt.•agan did a dmked , ·alcdie
lory to his \'nluntt .. t.•rs. conspieuo usly 
ncgle ding tlu.• usual nit.•eties alwut dos· 
inj.:t ranks bd1ind Furd ami exhorting 
them instead to go on trying to make 
America once again ' 'a shining t'ity on 

·l1ill ." But the appcnram:c of hannony 
was wstorcd on <lt'<:cptant·c night. when 
Ford s11mmoncd the Reagans duwn from 
their spedator sc.·ats ror i1 ralher more_ 
t•t·Hme nkal t•xit spt•c.•c.·h and a last teary 
m ·:ttlon . 

POLISH AND PASSION 
· Fnrd hy then was safely beyond up~ 

stap;in~ ; his own half-hour speech h11d 
s:tirre tl 69 lmrsts nf applause and 
chee rs-a show of wannth joined by 
practically e ve rybody in the hall except 
the lleagans and a last fe w hiHer-end 
supporte rs. The Pre side nt kne w rrom the 
first that the speech would he the most 
importoiti t sihce his bleak lnauhl'lJral two 
Augusts ago, and he put counselor and 
ghost writer Robert Hnrtmann to work on 
it last July 6. fl olrtmann sent Ford a 
complete set of acceptance spe eches dat
ing to 1948; Ford in tum shqwe rcd Hart
mann with newspape"t dips and othl"r 
sc.·raps marked, "Good idea here." Se ve n 
drafts were (.'ailed ·up from seven w _r it e rs 
ami shipped to the President in a 3-inch 
ring-hind e r. He mnrked what he likCd in 
fe lt pen and shipped them back. Thc_~ 
final version materialize d four draft .-; 
lat('r; Ford S]Wnt parts of ten days dc
l'laiminj.!; it aloud ami watching himself 
in instant vide otape re play. 

his on e tim e House chnm Me lvin,Laird
urged against it; one likened itt? .. Dan
iel walking into the lion's de n ... The se 
people don ' t re,alize how skillful Carter 
really is.'' But the prevailing vie w was 
that Ford had to do .\·ometlaing and that
with his aum of office and his ironpants 
mat>te ry of d e tail-he might actually nul
point the challenge r. "He knows the 
issues:· said o ne top Ford hand . "He t"an 
uhsolute lv heat Carter's ass." 

Cartpr ·al·cepted the dare within the 
hour-" I look forward to ;m open and 
Iough debate with him," h e said coolly
and d e pute d pre ss secretary Jo dy Powell 
to work out the le nns with Ford's se(.' 
nnds. Tht.• lime s, phtces and format 
awaited the ir n e gotiations . But Carter for 
oue leaned toward a series of eonfrouta
tions alrPady being progranwd on spee 
h\' th e League of _\\'omen Voters, hegin
uing St•pt. 2R in St. Louis and movinJ,! o11 

the new mnnin~ mates dt•toured en 
rnule for a franks-and-pie klc s lmrhcl' llt.' 
in Uusse ll , Kans. , the senator's home· 
town . Th e re , introducing tlw Prc.• .o.;itlent 
to a crmnf of Levied all(l sun · scon·d 
homefolk, Dole wus sucldcnl y (tverctllllt.' 
with se ntime nt aud hurs t into tc ars ,Jiyt 
he recovered ami carried 011 as Forc.t s 
envoy loa chary Farm Belt , prodaimiug 
I he President "a frit-nd of rural Ame ri (.•a, 
a fri e nd of small · ltn.\' 11 Anwrka-rC'alh· 
Olll' of liS . " . 

The re sult was a p e rfonnance of rare 
polis h and pass ion for ;t Pre side nt note d 
for neither. "Ame rica is at p e ace," he 
said straightaway , laying out his daim to 
a tenn of his own . ·• . . . Thi s nation is 
sound. This nation is Sel'ure. This nati o n 
is nn the march to full et:onomk rt:.·l·nvt•rv 
and a ht .. lte r quality of lifC fi-1r all Am c_• r i-
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' ltloolll \\ tlll in 1\:an'a" ( : it\ . Furd\ 
frieml s: in Congn•'s <.~tul c · l ~t·wlwn· han• 
lu•t•n J,ad~t·ring him fur \\' l'Ck . .,; In 
,frl'llJ..rf:hL'II hi s tt•i\111 , and W4.'H' disl'nur
aged that lw had no l'han~l'S to annonnc_·t• 
at ;t post-{_'onvt•ntion Ht•puhlkan Nation
al Cmllmitlt•t• nH·l'tin,!.! in Kansas City. 
"\Vhen thc ·v\.·c· ~nl l'~ord ' s tral'k w<·orcl to 
..,. . IJ and h;. still had to umw in hen· 
fi~hting f(,r his Iii(•." said OJH' COP Con· 
L!rt•s sional c·lde r, "tha t' s a tt·rrihh· indict · 
nwnt of hi s n unpodgtl nulllnitl t•t· llllll hi, 
\\ 'h itt· II oust· ~tall ... 

SHUFFLING THE DECK 
Thc· lnw-ll'\'t ·l hkkt·ritiJ,!; IH"IWt't ' ll 

thost' two shops-Uilgt·rs C . B. ~1 orton·, 
.tl till' Prt'siclc ·nt Ford CnmmitltT and 
Hkhard C:ht ' IH'\ '' s at tlu; \\'hih• l-lm• "•'
\\' ;lS pn•l'i.,.t•ly . part of' th<' problem 
' 'T1w ~ ~ · \H'opl t· don't ha\'t' tlu·ir ad fo 
u..ther,' ' said ollt' of the li.·w thn·t~ - aud 
four-slript • \ 't•lt •rans amnttl! tht'lll. Kan-

Ford moved on th c n·after to hi s wnt-a
chalt:t in the Hoc.·kies with his st•ui c. n 
stnfT. his manugc rs. n fill loosclc.•1lf pluy
hook known in th e \Vhite House as thl' 
Planning Document-and 73 days left to 
di·sign and e xec ute his politk-al rc snrrt:.•t·
timl . One first ordt'r of husincss was to 
shake down the ragge dy command that 
ra11 his errOr-prone ~prinu campaign and 
nuly partially rl'lricvcd its honor wilh it s 

,.,., <:ih lm zl t·d \\ ith ntJtlor' o f n_•st·ue
that Jo.lm C.onn;llly \\ 'Hulcl lw asl:ed to 
talw 0\'1•r tht• whnlt' .,;how; that lh_•ag;m's 
mastl'r to•dil'iau John St•ars a11tl snme of 
his lwlp wnulcl ht• indtt•d ;ahoard; that 
tlw Pn·sidc•nt' s own s kill('d d e le gate 
huntPr, James Bakc·r. and his convention 
malli\J,!er. \ViiiLun Timmons, would he 
pronwh·cl to tops ide j11hs . But any shuf
llin,L! wa~ clef(·rr"d into thi s wt•t •k. and 
otu· of tlw prosptTii\'t' o.; }wfflt·<•s-a man 
Jlt'rsish ·ntly mc·ntion1 ·d f(u· a major 
wle - w as at tlH' \'t• rJ,!;t ' ofp;tddu,l! up and 
,going honlC' in dt •spair of ,l!dtin~ the 
nffid;\) word. 

Tht' most fuwlafllt ·nt a l i'i SIH 'S o f ~ trate
gy-<lt·d s ion s. an·ording tn nne sotJred 
Ford \'dt'mll . that .. ... lwuld ha\ 't ' lw t' n 
tnadt · \ 'l'Stt'rda\'"-wt•n • like wisc· lt·H to 
lw sdilt'd at V:~il . Hut ' IIIIH' of tilt' lmsit·s 
in tlw grand dt ·-; iuu wt•r t.• said to han• 
ht·t·n plul'h·d fro111 tht • Planning Dm·u
IIH'tll alrl'arly and at ·t·t·pkd in principl1· 

--
BATr.I.EGROUND TAXES 

'·' 
With its clear commitment to less government, less spending 

and less inflation, the 1976 Republican platform is a model of 
present-day conservatism. As such it is almost a reverse image 
of the Democrats' emphasis on more government activism and a 
redistribution of wealth and power. A comparison of the two 
parties' major planks: 

THE ECONOMY 

Republicans: "If we are 
permanently to eliminate high 
unemployment, it is essenlial 
to prolect lhe integrity of our 
money. That means putting an 
end to deficit spending." Other 
planks oppose reimposition of 
wage and price controls, sup· ' 
port lhe independence of the ' 
Federal Reserve System and 1 

rejecl the Humphrey-Hawkins · 
lull employment bill. 

LABOR 

Favors retention of Section 
14(8) ol the Taft-Hartley Act, 
which allows states to require 
open shops in which workers 
do not have to join a union. The 
platfonn opposes legalization 
of common-site picketing on 
construction sites . 

24 

"The best taK reform is tax 
reduction. " The platform sup
ports policies to ensure "job
producing expansion of our 
economy. These include has
tening capital recovery through 
new systems of accelerated 
depreciation, removing the tax 
-IJu[qen on equity financing to 
en·oourage more capital invest
men!. ending double taxation 
of dividends." 

1--------- .. --- ·--·-

ENERGY 

" We vigorously oppose 
divestiture of oil companies" 
and !heir breakup into sepa
rate producing and marketing 
units. The platform calls for im
mediate elimination of price 
controls on oil and newly dis
covered natural gas in order to 
increase supplies. It also fa
vors "accelerated use of nucle· 
ar energy through processes 
that have been proven safe ." 
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WELFARE 

Opposes a guaranteed an
nual income. Opposes federal· 
izing the welfare system. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas. 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu 


	xftDate: c017_roll1_099.pdf


