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Sen. ‘Bob. Dole jokingly told
President Gerald Ford it was
“just the normal rally crowd for |
when I come home." -

But it wasn't. The thousands |
who cheered Ford and their |
favorite son here Friday came |

Hundreds of tourists attended
this homecoming for the Republi-
can vice-presidential nominee —
lured off I-70 by the chance to see
some presidential pomp.

Even “Carl the Flag Man”
made it. |
Carl Johnson, Ft. Worth, Tex.,
cigculated through the crowd |
hawking American flags for 50

cents apiece.

“Isn't the President’s visit
worth a half dollar?" he chanted.
‘He won't be back for quite a |

e.

Johnson didn't mind being in- |
terviewed, but he refused to
stand still for the questions.

“Let's keeping walking,” he
sald. ‘‘You're costing me
money.”

Johason said Russell was a
good town for flags, but “any
town is good with the President
there. Even small towns and
Democratic towns."

Johnson wnade it to Russell be-
cause his car was broken down in
Hays when he heard about the
visit.

He refused to disclose how
many sales he made, but noted,
“I'll be able to take care of that
$90 car bill.”

Johnson wasn't the only one
pressed into service on sghort

notice.

Members of the Russell High
School Stomping Broncos Band
gtarted to learn “Hail to the
Chief” at 10 a.m. Friday—two
hours before the President made
his appearance.

Trumpet player David Erwin

said the band worked on the

number—which turned out quite
well—for 40 minutes.

After the speech making, Ford
andDoleatoodnuttotbepodl_l!m

eating hot dogs and sipping soft
drinks as the crowd and pho-
tographers surged around them. |

One of those folks was Mrs.
Scott Billet, Salina, who sported a
straw hat with “Ford, Dole”
embroidered on its crown. She
said it wasn't the result of a rush
order from a factory but a
homemade job.

““The hat used to say Nassau—
that's where I bought it,”” she
said. I just re-embroidered it on
the way over here from Salina.”

Mrs. Elaine Capman, Hays,
was among the excited crush and
she said she was two years ahead
of Dole in the Russell school
system.

““To be right frank, though, I
don’t remember Bob very well,”
she said. “I doubt if he remem-
bers me."” . j

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pangeman,
Hays, were just in time for the
festivities.

“We were at Lake Wilson
(north of Russell) when we heard
about it on the radio and decided
to drive in,” Mrs. Pangeman |
said. ““‘We were just ahead of the
President’s motorcade coming in |
on the old highway. There was
just a Highway Patrol car be- |
tween us and his escort.” |

The Russell Veterans of For-
eign Wars provided an honor
guard for Ford and boasted it had
the largest VFW life membership
in the world.

Bob Dole is a life member of
the VFW and former service
officer of the Legion.
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The Salina Journal— s

doesn't cry,” is a cruel untruth. But, no.

doubt, there are some brutish fathers who

capital out of it, as

*  Muskie's foes when he cried in New Hamp-

paignin 1972, . .
: ought -to think twice if they're

: on't cry,
perverted way, that it’s -“unn’mily."
/If a person is never moved to tears, that

Doran’ Dole would have been mighty
proud of his son Friday. :

. =The Christian Science Monitor—

© President Ford now has visible momen-
tum—and it seems bound to lift his prospects
for closing the gap with Democrat ‘Jimmy
Carter. : ] ¢
And Mr. Ford also comes away from this

]

..Nixon, a
" afte critic of
President Ford announced that he wanted
Sen.BobDolaulﬂanmtemu-
citement was shared by '

" That old bromide, “A strong man licans who were watching the
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y continues, but now we would never
oddagnthepuudbﬂlgiqaltwﬂl.

. New York Times—

_ For his vice-presidential nominee, Pres-
ident Ford has picked Sen. Robert Dole of
Kansas, a leading ‘for Richard
nd this convention’s most vicious

> of Ji Carter. If you'll forgive a
pun, it's '

news.

Mr, Ford, in the'end, went with No. 4,
and with Robert Dole. It made no sense in
sectional pol both of them coming from
the lle West. It had no appeal to the
liberal Republicans, but it was a power play
to put Dole against Carter. -

—Dole could attack Carter as an inex-
perienced ‘hypocrite, but Ford, who had

promised to run a ‘positive and responsible"’

is as honest as Abe Lincoln.
President Ford picked a dandy,—R.C,

‘Scripps-Howard Newspapers—

lepha#theﬁchhhehadto

Republican :onlﬂ policy “ platform, but
Ford had to look the other way. -

—Dole could imply that Carter was a
“liar"’ on busing, taxes and abortion, where-
as Ford could not. e

¢ the President was right in
making this short-run gamble with Mr. Dole,
but one wonders. His main political strength
mthlaclmﬁgnisthathels'me‘l’resldeht of
m Unitﬂi m! 4 f “ "y -

But what he picked under pressure was
the most ve and combative anti-
Carter h.er ::: could c:ilnd.and this is
bound ve its political consequences.

First, it minimizes Mr. Ford’s reputa-

an objective, decent ‘‘Presidential
i ,"" and second, it dramatizes the des-
peration of the Republicans as they go into
the campaign, with Ford running one to two

Carter.
But his choice of Dole has bothered even

alarly thh G the abaiiiorad Mbersl left,
‘For his 'choice of Dole seems out of
_character, ‘a ' ve

attacking " and

emaidgr,'
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