_“If 1 bring anything to the -
ticket,.it's close identification
with - agriculture, small
towns, ‘rural America,” the
Kansas senator said, “and
that would appeal in those
areas.to Democrats and inde-
pendents.” :

ation, Dole said his se-
lection as a running mate for
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“BOMBSHELL HITS RUSSELL"”

That was the glaring headline on
the first page of the Russell Daily
News last Thursday.

“FORD PICKS BOB DOLE"
was the wording of the 8-column
screamer across that page. This
headline surmounted a 4-column
picture of the handsome United
States Senator, who has brought
lasting fame to the town in which he
was born and where he was reared.

Practically the entire issue of
that paper was devoted to stories
about Dole. The News.must have
had some foreknowledge of this
important happening to get all that
copy written and set after the first
news of Ford's singling-out came
that morning.

One of the stories told how the
news media overran the town after
the Dole announcement. There to
learn about Dole and his home town

and state and the reactions of people .

of the community about his selection
were members of the staffs of the
three major television networks,
NBC, CBS and ABC, members: of
Channel 12, Wichita, KAYS-TV and
Radio from Hays, and The Wichita
Eagle & Beacon.
The ABC crew was the first to
land at the Russell Municipal Air-
port. Included in the ABC  group
were Roger Peterson, correspon-
dent from Washington, D.C., Dave
Green, producer from Chicago, Sid

Dobish, cameraman from New York.

City, Jack Gray, soundman, and
Dick Scanlin, electrician.

The ABC crew, which arrived at
1:02 p.m. in a Cessna Citation jet,
had earlier been dispatched -to
Tennessee to visit people in. the
home town community of U.S. Sen.
Howard Baker. Baker, who gave the
keynote speech Tuesday night at the
convention, was a favorite to be
picked by Ford for the No. 2 spot on
the party’s ticket. .

Members of the national
television networks and the Wichita

mewspaper, after thejr .arrival,.

visited with leaders of the: com-
munity and inspected Dole’s home
town. They took pictures of the Dole
family residence at 11th and Maple

Sts. and Dole’s former residence on

N. Lincoln St., and shots of com-
munity life here. ;
They also attended an interview
conducted at the Community Room
of The Russell State Bank where

on CBS' Face
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EDITORIAL
A big day for Russell

they taped responses of local

citizens and their rgact_iohs to Dole’s

selection. /

The News also carried an in- !

terview story with-comment from
former Sen. Frank Carlson, now
living in retirement at Concordia.

He was just as surprised at the news’

as other Kansans. ‘‘Of course, he
served:in the House while I was 'in

the Senate, so we have worked:

time,” he said. ,

b1

Robert Dole was born in Russell

together for Kansas for a long
A

on July 22, 1923, a son of Mr.'and

Mrs. Doran R. Dole.-As-a-boy he
reported to be an_ o

athlete.
" But the best was’'yet to come.

Along about noon, President

| carried papers for the Nt?;vfsf_:mdd\yas
standing '

Ford and.his ‘nominee, Bob Dole,

took off from Washington in Air

Force One — bound for Dole’s home |,

town. Because of no long runways at
Russell, the plane had to land at

Salina, where a 20-minute joy fest |
was held with thousands of people. |

Then the party took off in |
helicopters for Russell, 70 miles '

away — for the town where Dole was

born, where he graduated from high
school, where he held his first public
office and which he left finally to -

serve in Congress.

The town turned itself inside and
out in paying honors to this home
town boy and friend. Mr. Dole —
candidate for Vice President of the
United States — was overcome by
emotion when he recalled the kind-
ness of the people of his home

community — and shed a few tears .

which will not be held against him.

For once, President Ford had to
play second fiddle while Dole was
given the.welcome of welcomes by
his home town people. -

The two dignitaries ate ham- '

burgers with the town folk, and
rollicked with joy at the honor which
had descended on them. Later, the
two celebrities returned to Salina,

where the President embarked for a .

few.days’ rest at-Vail, Colorado. Mr.

Dole went back to Washington to

begin his campaign for the highest

office that ever has come within his

reach.
This was the greatest day in the !
history of Russell — even over-

shadowing that day in the early
1930s when the Lucky Seven struck
oil there — and opened the vast
western Kansas fields.

copal National Cathedral in = mo

Washington because, a
spokesman said, it was the
only " thurch offering after-
noon . services. He then
-pla “to return to his
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in the Watergate apart-, in  another  administration
( Mgl (Nixon's) when I was sent a

o ik : ‘were personal attacks on Sen- ! |
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" That's-how I felt when I learned, to my total
gurprise, that Ford had, ed Sen. Bob Dolé for |

vice pregident. ©  f . g !

"'“Boband I go haék_a-‘ﬁia_way.l can't remember

éxa when we, first todk”public; notice of dne
e fﬂyl but whenever .
.g‘l_[ugrde.fgndwe'vebemdolnuthnwldme. J

“*OUR éansn‘ns HAD A somewhat similar

: -f%hm A couple of Kansas poor bays who got shot

up in the war, came out of our respective hospitals

i finish our educations and both end up in the

Kansas legislature. But the differences quickly
became ::;sm pronounced than any similarities.

L. Iserved as a Democrat in the 1947 Kansas House
of Representatives; Bob, whose wounds had been

ATt ok Pocbecrrbo B Sion et o2 8 S
‘Wworse, and hospita‘hned Tonger, got going a'little
Jater and was a Republican' member 'of the 1951
M % . '.

After the-one term, 1 tried to go straight by
gwitching to_journalism. Bob made politics a
career, As-an editorialist, 1 became tagged as a
liberal, socialist, radical or red, depending on who

Dole himself, described_ _nﬁ"eampaign as “a

clear-cut issue of conservatism and liberalism."
' The Arizona GOP chairman ¢ame up to help:him,
i declaring that Dole was ‘‘the kind of congressman
| ‘Sen, Barry Goldwater would be proud to haye in
' his camp." : i TR :

WE PROTESTED THAT' DOLE was a reac-
tionary on such things-as aid.to education and

health. We deplored. his labeling that year's

foreign aid bill (which Eisenhower was helpi
Kennedy get passed) as an “‘aid to the Reds" bill.
We thought we ought to try unloading some of our-
surplus wheat on Russia and China if they wanted’
to buy it. Dole wanted no truck with the Commies.
(How limes have changed!). - b
, us good. That was the
campaign inwhich he gave me the name *‘Mac the
Knife.”” ‘When I hear him described now as a
“slaghing campaigner,” I have to recall that it
used to cut both ways in the good pld days out in
Kansas. & p Sl

Infact, Bob'whomped me good in évery fight we -
were in, and I've got to warn Jimmy Carter, that
when Bob Dole lets fly at you; you know. you've
been slashed. But it was enjoyable because Bob
was one politician who didn't rely on *‘spokesmen’'
to do his dirty work for him. He let you have it’
himself. He never

he used to skin my hide.

BOBNEVER CAME RIGHT out and called me a
Communist. But the whole district delighted in his

jt was, the purpase was to .

-

| _ ¢ it beneath the dignity of *
*the public official to write letters to the editor, and
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He Will Press Candidagy on
the Road While President
Stays:in White House

FORD'S AIDESSAY
DOLE WL ASSUNE

STRATEGY TALKS TﬂDleY.
ey ALY
G.0.P. Will Concentréit§-on
Major Industrial States
and Vital Farm Areas

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON

tempt to retain the White House
by spending most of his time'

stinated by the Republican Nae
+|tional Convention, attended an

. THE SPARSELY POPULATED western half of
divided

. Kansas_ was

" "in the northern. Bob lived in'the 6th where he

served as county attorney after his legislative
term. In 1960, when the Republican
wlm. (i = AR o v
In 1962 a reapportionment put;the Sth and 6th
together, consigning the entire west Half of’ the
state intoa new st District —a vast domain of 58
.counties, 50,000 square miles-and 500,000 Eﬁp‘t
That pitted incumbent Dole, from old 6th,
against a Democratic incumbent in the old 5th.

IT WAS A GREAT RACE and, looking back, you -
mﬁltmnu'ulmmhm.

. ‘Had he been défeated then, he might never have .

‘been heard from again, outside of Russell County.
‘But a victory would carry him on toward what.
\even in those early days he was confiding was a
— to be president of the United

States. T .

By that' time, I wadi.t; gel::ml:rgut
news in the district . -was
joined. My publisher, a liberal Republican of the
Eisenhoyer persuasion, was opposed to Dole as
00 conservative, and the paper went all out
against him. :

renaming my paper, The Hutchinson News, “The
Prairie Pravda.”

In 1963, when 1 went to Africa to teach jour-
nalism in a Slate Department project, that was
proof enough for Bob of the awful *‘aid to the
Reds” Kennedy foreign policy. One of his editor
friends told his readers they could at least hope the
Mau Mau would eat me, and Bob devoted a flat-
tering amount of time in the summer to denoun-
cing me in his news releases.

y wife would enclose the clipping in her letters
and 1 toiling for my country 6,000 miles away,
would bang my head against the palm trees in
frustration, because I couldn’t get at him. '

AFTER THAT 1962 ELECTION 1 had written,
“Dole proved himself a potent vote-getter and is
now a power to be reckoped with in Kansas

" politics.” But my crystal ball was too cloudy to

have let me guess, in the wildest flight of
imagination_that, in just 14 years, he'd be his

‘party’s nominee for vice president.

When I watched him in his glory last week, 1

' remembered what William Allen’ White had

written of Franklin Roosevelt after his triumph
over Landon: “We who hate your gaudy guts
salute you!"' (Scratch that word ‘hate’ because
that nevler applied to my long losing battle with
Bob). fo.” el s .
“ And so, It is into the breach again, old Foe. As a
Carter-Mondale supporter, I've one more chance
to beat Bob Dole. I.couldn't be more delighted, But
1 have to confess my track record isn't very en-
couraging.

for a series of campaign meet-
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in Washington gs-the nation’s \
lmder,bydmmﬂn;_w h
edge of T in debates ; ) !
with Jimmy ‘Carter and by fos ?| gA major-state-electoral strat-
cusing the Republican Presidens egy, with the limited campaign
tial campaign on the major ine | resources targeted on the indus-
dustrial states, Yot ;tﬁﬂtﬂﬂ-www
“In the final analysie® @& and spreading west to Califor-
- | senior official-of the Fard.cama' - jpinia and east to New Jersey.
paign said here today, the cop- New York, Texas and the Deepj
test between the President and South, while not formally writ-
|nis Democratic challenger “will ten off, are to be given modest
come down to whether people. - attention and resources,
{|trust Ford or Carter more to 9An attempt-to re-creats the ;
represent their-values in Wash- tone and stylepf _ﬁmﬁ
ington for the next four years.” E,mpum. gech ‘to' the Re-
Mr. Ford, recuperating from publican convention, Which Mrs
an week in which  ln|Ford's aides regarded as his.
he and his Vice-Presidential 11| finest performance as'an orator:
s/running mate, Senator Robert | |in his 28 years in politics. Be- -
2|J. 'Dole of Kansas, were nomi- causa the acceptance spéech-
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