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~ Dole can add much to Ford s presi

ByGlLS‘I'UENKEL §
Dally Capltal Wire Editer . _

In selecting Sen, Bob Dole as his run-
ning mate, President Ford tabbed -
someone who can keep the maervative
wing of the Republi.’
can party from re-
treating to the side-
lines, yet probably
maintain peace with
the liberal side of the:
GOP, '

The President’s
decision, which
caught almost every-
one — even Dole — 773
by surprise, came af~ ' "=
ter an all-night rap ~ OfStvemke
session with his closest advisers fnlltm-
ing Ford's nomination by the nauoml'
convention,

The choice probably came down to

Dole because he was the one among the -

prospective running mates who
brought the most plusses, and the few-
est minuses, to the ticket.

The networks and wire services were
geared up with plenty of advance mate-
rial and background information on se-
veral of the other likely choices, but for
the most part, they were caught with
their guard down when Ford tabbed the
Kansas senator. Both Associated Press
and United Press International had to
scramble to come up with biographical
sketches of Dole once the secret was
out.

But Ford did what he said for months
he would do — select someone who
agrees with him philosophically (i.c., a
loyalist Republican, a fiscal conserva-
tive, an advocate of a strong national
defense) and someone with whom he is
compatible personally,

With speculation running at a fever
pitch all through Kansas City, the Pres-
ident kept his secret so closely guarded
even his family must not have known.

(e L

Daughter Susan Ford was convinced,

and. 'dmpptng hints ' around, that

To 's Sen. Howard Baker was
ng to be her dad’s choice.

A!;d looming in the background was
- the ever-present rumor, or hunch, or
i hope, that Ronald Reagan would, de-
“‘pite his repeated rejections, come into
the fold once the nomination had gone
to Ford.

But Reagan stuck to his word. it's
still unclear whether, in his middle-of-
the-night meeting with the former Cali-
fornia governor; Ford offered the No. 2
spot. Some observers were saying Ford
probably did make the offer, but couch
it in'such terms that Reagan-could only
infer his answer had to be no...

“ With¢ ngan out of it for sure, the
smart money'" again turned to Baker,
Jbut the Tennessean had three strikes

against him:

—He is regarded as less than a world-
heater on the campaign trail.

—The New York Daily News' revela-
tion, and Baker's confirmation, that his
wife once had a severe drinking prob-
lem.

—He probably couldn’'t have swung
the South into the GOP column in No-
vember against Jimmy Carter.

Carter’s *'born’ again” Christian im-
age undoubtedly would have brought
the drinking issue into.the campaign =
a moral issue, not a political one — and
there Carter appears unbeatable, even
by Ford with his “‘nice guy' image.

Second, the GOP probably has
conceded the South to Carter despite
Ford's vow in his acceptance speech
that he isn'l yielding a single state to
the Democrats.

Former Texas Gov. and Treasury
Secretary John Connally looked like a
top prospect as the convention opened,
but his chanced paled after his speech
to the delegates Tuesday night.

Connally, like Baker, had at least two
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strikes against him:

—A criminal indictment that he took
a $10,000 bribe to mainpulate milk
price supports during the Nixon admin-

* istration.

—Four decades as a Democrat.

Although he was acquitted in the
milk fund case, the accusation itself
could have been enough to give Carter
campaign fodder on a morality issuc.

, Despite his reputation as a hard:hit-

¢ ung campaigner and as one of the,

shrewdest political minds in the coun-
try, Connally chose to' make his conven-

“tion specch on a- highet plane. It fell”

flat: Some analysts obiserved that Con-
nally gave the convention :statesman-
ship when it wanted a hatchet job on
Carter and the Democrats. Still others
speculated that Connally- may have
been putting himself in position to
make a run at the presidency himself
in 1980.

With Baker and Connally out of con-
sideration, there was the school of po-
litical thought that said **balance the
ticket” geographically and philosoph-
ically: Get a liberal from the industrial
northeast, as Reagan had with Penn-
sylvania's Sen. Richard Schweiker.

The man who fit that mold best, trav-
eling cabinet officer and Watergate vic-

tim Elliot Richardson, was among’

Ford's list of possibles, but didn’t gen-
erate much excitement in Kansas City.
Ford may have decided that Schweik-
er, in many observers' eyes, did Rea-
gan more harm than good. The Presi-
dent wasn't going to be caught with the
same situation.

Treasury Secretary William Simon,
another possibility, took careful pains

“dential

to appear in all the right places at all
the right-imes in Kansas Cily — near
the Ford family when the TV cameras

were near the Ford family, available:

for TV interviews in the hallway when

Wednesday night's ~demonstrations
ground thecomrenuon toas‘landau]l :

ete. ete.
Simon sﬂscalpouw nuourse. lBﬂ
 away from the Carter-Mondale
ticket's, but Ford may have ruled the
treasury/ secretary out because he
couldn’t add anything to the tickel
Ford doesn't already have, himself.
A couple of other names were men-
tioned, including Ann Armstrong, U.S.

ambassador to Great Britain. But the ..
President may have reasoned that the

“country just isn't ready for a woman
vice president yet, and his wife, Betty,
probably will attract as much support
{or maybe even more) than a woman
running mate could have.

Mrs. Ford's advocacy of the Equal
Rights Amendment, plus her striking
good looks and her comeback from can-
cer, make her a proven vote-getter for
her husband. She is a natural and effec-
tive campaigner.

But in the end, it wasn't Baker, nor
was it Connally, Simon or Mrs. Arm-
strong — it was the junior senator from
Kansas, a long shot in the vice presi-
sweepstakes. As McDill,
“Huck” Boyd, Kansas national com-
mitteeman for the GOP, astutely ob-
served early in the convention, *'it only
takes one vote' to get on the ticket —
the President’s. Boyd was right, but as
Dole noted (before his selection), in
this case it took one vote plus Reagan's
consent, which Dole received.

Dole brings the GOP ticket some
strengths the President. by himself.
lacks:

—Dole is the hard-hitting campaign-
er Ford acknowledges he is mot. He
proved that in his opening speech to the

convention Monday night, when he
came out swinging against Carter and
the Democrats.

—Dole was the best choice from the

field of possible candidates to mend*

fences with the nation’s farmers, an-

gered with Ford nm'lmllnral policies

(particularly last year’s embargo on
. grain exports) and disenchanted with

Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz,

Dole escaped from the Watergate dis-

.aster without damage, and in fact was a
.victim of the Nixon administration
himself, when he was abruptly pushed
from the'party’s national chairman-
ship by Nixon's "German* general:
staff."

—At 53, Do!e brings comparative
youth to the ticket — and no detail is too
trivial to overlook in the presidential
sweepstakes, Despite Ford's robust
health, he is the oldest (63) of the four-
men on the GOP and Democratic tick-
ets. Carter is 51 and his running mate,
Sen. Walter Mondale of Minnesota, is
48.

—And Dole can more than match

military records-with-Carter, the for-
mer Naval submarine officer. The Kan-
sas senator is a disabled combat veter-
an who was decorated for heroism ‘in
World War I1. .
—Ford probably won't say, “.but
Dole’s wife may have been a factor in
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only Republican senator who shares
those committee assignments with
Mondale. ; )

—And should Ford opt for an “ivory
tower'' campaign — where he stays in
the White House projecting the image
of a conscientious President doing his
-job aloof from partisan politics — Dole
would be comfortable in the role of the
‘traveling campaigner, taklng on Carter
and Mondale.

When the suspense was all over, the
secret out, the first thing Ford did was
parade a line of Republicans from both
ends of the party spectrum before the
TV cameras and press corps: The ap-
peal for unity.

At the Crown Center press confer-
ence, the Presient called on Sen. Paul
Laxalt-of Nevada, Reagan's campaign
manager, to say a few words of ap-
peasement to the right wing. He fol-
lowed Laxalt with Vice President Nel-
son Rockefeller, partriarch of the liber-
al GOP and the man who tried so hard
for so long to be president but never
made it.

And on the final night of the conven-
tion, the united party effort continued:
Rockefeller delivered the nominating
speech for Dole, seconded by Laxalt;
and Sen. James Pearson of Kansas,
from the geographic middle of the
country and the ideological middle of

the choice. As a high-ranking Washing- ( the party, introduced his Senate col-

ton official (she is.a member of the
Federal Trade Commission), Mrs.
Dole has the background to be well-
“verSed on the issues, and become an-
other impprtanl cog | ln the campaign.
—Dole’s setvice on three of the Sen-
‘ate’s most important committees — ag-
riculture, finance and budget —will be
a big selling point fof the ticket. Ironi-
cally, his counterpart, Mondale, serves
on the same committees, so the battle
lines are clearly drawn on the econo-
my, jobs and farm policy. Dole is the

”

league to accept the nomination.

Ford and Dole both made a pitch for
a united GOP in their acceptance
speeches, and Reagan himself came to
the podium to deliver extemporaneous-
Iy what many judged the best speech of
the convention — and it, too, was a plea
for Republicans to pull together.

Then, it was over. ‘And as the Demo-
crats had done in June in New York,
the GOP, at'least outwardly. closed
ranks and’prepared to crisscross the
country in search of the White House.

" Bob Dole ‘turns ¢ out Just fine’ for Kansans

By Anne Keegan

Chicago Tribune Press Service

RUSSELL, Kan.—The politician stood

® Jon Margolis, @ member of The Tribune's Washington bureau, sums
up the Republican convention on page 4.

lng. Humbled before them, he let out a

FOR A MOMENT there was silence.

on the platform and looked out at the
crowd.

He saw nn ties or fitted sults or big
spenders with snazzy signs. He saw
farmers' hats and farmers’ pants—with
the white skin sneaking down from be-

_neath their short sleeves.' He saw open
faces and hand-made_signs and pickup
trucks parked behind,

And standing there beneath the court-
house trees and looking out at the peo-
ple he used to be, the politiclan—who
wants to be Vice Presidajt now—started
to cry. .

Bob Dole had come home,

IT WAS A MOMENT of trlumph to
return where he'd begun and face the
people who started him off. For he
brought the President of the United
States with him. Right down the main
street in Russell, Kan. Right down to
the cool shade of the courthouse lawn
where the Republican women were

Chicago Tribune, Sunday, August 22, 1976

James Reston

@ Ronald Kotulak, science editor, explores the reasons why people choose
to run for public office, In today's Parspective section.

roasting weiners. Right down to the old
limestone " bullding where his political
career began. .- |

Waiting for him were all his friends,
Farmers who'd driven 50 miles, Old peo-

ple in lawn chairs hugging their canes

who came to see “Doley’s son.” Kids
from Russell who may never have seen
" him before, because ‘“Bob's been gone

mow goin' on 17 'yea:s.”

And here he was coming to town. In a
limousine "with™ the Secret Service and
the natlonal press. Standing up there on
the Chamber, of Commerece’s platform,
hol hands‘ with:the President while

“in_the high school band played
“It s a Grand Old Flag.”:

“THE PRESIDENT |
ed to beginthhummhll

2 N .mtlnued lmn plﬁe m

| when the oil 'boom hit Russell and there
were more people wa]king down the
street at three in the morning than
there were at tliree in the afternoon.

0il men, outfitters, and roustabouts
brought money and booze into this little
town of 5,000. Before that the place was
dry. It still was legally, but them were
plenty of bootleggers around.

“In those days,” said a Dole "class-
mate, “when we were in school, any-
body could buy a pint of whiskey if you
had five dollars. We'd all go to the Gala
Gardens—an open air dance hall outside
of town—and dance and maybe-get a sip
or two. Bob hung around with three oth-
er guys, but none of them are here any-
more. When they went away at war
most of them never came back. One of

. them died .and the other two moved
away and Bop came back injured.

P;:mqu*?ﬁog DOLE was remem-

'politiea!!ightandmmlet

land of America,” Dole. mid. slanding
tall and smooth  and gri téd before
the mike. “And I told Iknewa
little place that was qualified.”

“I never believed I'd be in this
tion. I never believed it when I was

‘this eounty court house. I never believed

it when I was in the legislature—or in
Congress—or in'the Senate.”

Bob Dole looked at the people around
him. “It just shows you can come from
a small town . . . and succeed. If I've
done ;anything at all it's the people up
and down Main Street . . . I can recall
when I nwded help the peopla of Rus-
sell helped.” "<

And Ihm Bob- Dole, who's never lost a
nent
talk-

Ay e

oﬂnqr, hrokodown.

beringwhat(:hetnamnandthemt '

o1 the town did for him when he came
back from the war wounded and on a
downhill slide.

“Chet Dawson’ atnrted a drive and ‘col-
lected over $2,000 to Chimy for Bob to have
an operation in Chicago,"" said” Dean
Baker of the local de ‘store.
“Just about’ everybody chipped’ in. The
doctor fixed”Bob up again but he still
can'tusethatarmasyuucansee But,
that experience did something to him."
. Perhaps ‘he was remembering the
mght years he was co;mty attorney in

ussell, making $50 a week and strolling
acrosa ' the very courthouse lawn 17
years ago—worrying about county deeds
tickets and how to get a

start in the Republican Party.

“BECAUSE." sald longlime friend,
James Taylor, “that's where any young
lawyer began—as. esunty  attoroey.

t’shnwyanmuld‘endupsetﬂngup
a pr.

Andlhmthapeopleolnméﬂ to .

cheer. The cheers grew louder
er. And Bob Dole looked up,
the teafs,-and added
long time ago e o
membering the dust bowl days
nuhody in Russell had much of anything,
‘‘People were so poor,” said one farmer,
“that kids would eat mustard sandwiches
for dinner. And the dust blew in and
filled the creek and sifted in the windows
and nothing would grow.

“We'd wrap the babies’ faces with wet
towels because people were dying of
dust pneumonia. The dust blew in

Toud-

ga
88, 3
gigég #5eh

E?u atways worked. |
Oldillaty mle.
outjust ﬂne o C
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Dole dramatizes the GOP’s desperatlon

— ‘

and

‘““His dad worked as a grain agent

bought and sold: cream to bring in-a . .

little on the side. Those were the
Bob would do any'l"th[!:g ﬂ:i:'u work—d
€r papers or worl a drugstore. Life
wasn't easy like it is today.”

PERHAPS BOB DOLE was remem-
bering the good times in the laté’ '30s

Contlnmdupmll.col.l

got tractors with air cnnditmnitlg “and
radios inside.

Am:;gythi:mdon't ride out into the
co parents’ Model As. The;
drag Main Street 4
anddowulntheirowncars, honking at
their friends and gathering at the Dairy

‘“We don't see Bob much anymore,” .

said one of his cousins. “He comes back

for elections and he'll stop off at his -
mother’s home, But he doesn’t have a '

house here anymore. He 'lives out
around Washington. Oh, he doesn’t real-
ly forget Jyou but ha‘s not around much
anymore.”

every night—going llP .

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The political
process has ° orked its way and pro-
duced two presidential candidates worthy
of the respect of the nation. f

Neither party is very satisfied with -

the result ¢f the nominations, but on the
question that has troubled the Republic
for almost a generation—the character
of the men of power—Ford and Carter
measure up better than most.

Maybe this is the consolation of this
election so far. Compared to Nixon-Mec-
Govern in 1972, the choice this time of
Ford-Carter is' almost reassurjng. But
the Republican convention hére has
raised some troubling questions at the
end.

For his vice presidential nominee,
President Ford has picked Sen. Robert
Dole of Kansas, a leading apologist for
Richard Nixon, and this convention’s
most vicious critic of Jimmy Carter. If
vou'll forgive the pun, it's doleful news.

IN THE LAST few .days in Kansas
City, the President was put under . se-
vere pressure to select a running mate
[1] with experience and conservative
credentials [for exan;sﬁ Rtel:agﬁ)er u;l
C 1; (2] with ap to
uﬁﬂ'ﬁm areas of the northeast and th
middle west [Richardson, Ruckelshaus,

Mathias, Percy, etc]; [3] with ties to
the South and the border states [Baker
of Tennesseel; and, [4] with some of all
of these qualities but particularly with
the capacity to attack and provoke Car-
ter into-political blunders.

Ford, in the end, went with No. 4, and
with Dole. It'made no sense in sectional
politics—both of them coming from the
Middle West. It had no appeal to the
liberal Republicans, but it was a power
play to put Dole against Carter:

@ Dole could attack Carter as an
inexperienced hypocrite, but Ford, who
had promised to run a "pns:tive and
responsible” campaign, could not. -

@ Dole could deal with the anti-Kissin-
ger Republican foreign policy platform,
but Ford had to look the other way. .

@ Dole could imply that Carter was a
“liar” on busing, taxes, and abortmrr.
whereas Ford could not.

MAYBE THE PRESIDENT was right
in making this short-run gamble with
Dole, but one wonders. His main politi-
cal strength in this campaign is that he
is the President of the United States.

This is what got him through this
convention against Reagan. This is also
what has enabled him to hold his party

and even the opposition together in the
last two difficult years, But his choice of
Dole is almost a declaration of political
war against the Democrats.

It was Dole who attacked Carter here
as a “‘quick-change artist,” and a “‘mass
of mntradictluna." who mlsled the vot-
ers in the primaries about busing, abor-
tion, taxes, and government reorganiza-
tion.

Dole made this speech primarily when
Vice President Rockefeller and others
were urging the President to adopt a
strategy of provocation against Carter
and to pick a vice presidential nominee
who could cut up Carter as a vague and
inexperienced accident of national poli-
tics. Apparently it worked.

MAYBE PRESIDENT Ford had this
in mind all along, but it seems doubtful.
He has -always said he would run a
“positive and responsible” campaign,
and pick a vice presidential nominee
who- was the best possible *‘potential
President.”

But what he picked under pressure
was the most ve and combative
anti-Carter speaker he could find, and
tins is bound to have its political conse-

- B‘irs:. it minimizes Ford's mputation

as an objective, decent ‘“presidential
figure,” and second, i1t dramatizes the
desperation of the Rapuhlicans as they
go into the campaign, with Ford nmnmg
one to two against Carter.

Ford has had his worries here, but he
won, He has many advantages-facing
Carter—the presidency, his long experi-
ence in Washington, his amiable person--
ality and the fact that not many people .
are really mad at him. L

But his choice of Dole has bothered. .
even many of his most fervent support-
ers, particularly those on the abandoned,
liberal Republican Left. For his choice of
Dole seems out of character, a despera-. .
tion move to win by attacking and de-
stroying the opposition rather than con-, .
centrating on his own

The President has not acted here as a’
confident man with a vision of the fu--
ture but as a man of the opposition. He.
has opposed Reagan and had just barely

squeakedlhrough and is now opposing

and trying to destroy Carter :
tiro T ‘E‘l‘ It is a surprising strategy,’
espec.ally since it hurts Ford's own ma-~
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