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still lnllnl.lon and tbe unemploy-
ment figure is hlgher than we'd
Ilke.butlhln{uebottorlhmthey

If the economy holds up, the Dem-
ocrats will lose, to’a considerable
dqreaonaoﬂhamaincampnlgn.
topics 'upon which they were
it

Heanwblle Ford, uheelwlyin-
dicated in his aurprhlnsly forceful
speech at the GOP convention
Thursday night, will be campaign-
ing primarily against the Democrat-

Gorald Fonl and Bob Dole vs.
Jhnmyc;rtenndelterMMale
1t’s going to be an interesting

battle.

. Polls M that if \

‘the electionwere - The
tor woutd winess. Editor’s
ily, perhiaps by a
R gLe! Opinion
that margin isn't

~-apt to hold up. It probably wlll bea
lot closer by November.

Ford has a lot going for him:
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- He conveys the image of a de-
"cent, honorable man. He “hasn't
'-.'..beena bad President, even though.
*-he hasn't been an exceptionally:
‘~good one. He has shown consid-
_erable courage in his frequent |
vetoes of Congressional legislation,
The nation is at peace and there
are no wars looming on the horizon. .
"Dole could help him :nationwide.
with his aggressive style of cam-
. paigning and, perhaps, win back.
some of the disgruntled Midwest.
farmers since he comes from a
"_ breadbasket state and could be ex-
pected to try to help the farm belt.
" And, best of all for Ford, is the
fact that the nation’s economy isn’t
_in bad shape: Oh, of course, there’s

Kan fds Dole in spotlight
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By KEN PETERSON B

Staff Writer
KANSAS CITY — Kansas is on the
map now, a sleepy state:delegate said
in the early maorning hours: following
the conclusion: of ‘the Republicnn Na-
tional Convention. '
And for'Kansas, conv enuon week was
a time of triumph, surprise and embar-
rassment. It also raised some interest-
ing political questions at home.

Perhaps the:most embarrassing mo-

ment was Thursday night when Kansas
couldn’t cast a.unanimous vice -presi-
dential ballot for native son Bob Dole.

One of four Ronald Reagan delegates
abstained from the vote, an action Gov,
Robert F. Bennett explained indirectly
to the convention as txl.mnlar\r of the
state’s “‘rugged indiv idualism."

No amount of last-minute personal !

pleading by top Reagan strategists
could sway Mrs. Betty Hanicke of
Westwood to change her mind and the
Kansas count for Dole was 33 with one
abstention.

But then one of the deciding factors
in President Ford's selectionr of Dole
must be linked to the fact that the
state’s junior, senator served all week

as the Republican who sought to weld

the Ford-Reagan factions together.
Dole was a Ford delegate, but was

conciliatory to both Ford and Reagan

forces. His efforts to bind the party

Carter has a great

' states.

stands.

nuts until they re harvested.
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together were obvious-as far back as

the state” convention when he praised -
_ edge that the battle was honorably

both candidates.
Dole described himself as a*‘bridge”
between Ford.and Reagan forces. in

platform commiltee hearings a week -

before the conventionopened. . ™"

The committee authored.a conserva-
tive platform that would offend neither
candidate. Much of it wasdirectly at-
tributable to Dole’s work. -

Ford probably, chose Dole as a ‘com-
promiser, one tq heal whatever divi-
siveness remains between Ford and do-
or die Reagan supporters.

*‘Let us not be'deterred or dlscumﬂl ks

ted by those who interpret the long- and
hard-fought primary campaign as a

ic-controlled Congress. And, what
with sex and money mndals ‘Con-
gress’ reputation isn’t too. sood I

: personali

¢ and obviously will conduct a tough
campaign. And Mondale probably
will help him in the nort.hern

But a lot of people are still
uneasy about Carter. They aren't
sure what kind of a 'man he really
is, and they’re not sure for what he

He's going to have to clear up
some questions during the cam-
paign or.the voters.just could elect
to stick with a second-hand Ford.

Carter shouldn’t count his pea-

" His wont is to slash and Iuh at or-
.ganizedlabor.

Hewmutben-lhomber Hetam
fatter Pentagon budgets.

He has said more than once that he
agrees ‘‘with just about everything
Ronald Reagan says"”. -

What coalition?
_ He has sung the Ford tune, while
dancing the Reagan waltz.

Gerald Ford is a oonurvauve Bob
Dole is a conservative, -

So where — in a year the Republi-
cans have fretted to form a coalition to.
challenge the Democrats of the cities,

the suburbs, the farms and ghettos — -

where does that leave the moderates,
or liberals of the GOP? ;

In a year when Republicans worried
to broaden their ‘‘base’’, their appeal,
they were stumped by the jerking of
knees.
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Dole’s prospects

All Kansans are bs “In the
~ glow of Gerald Ford’s decision to '
tab a Kansan for a running mate.

We wonder, however, wlntherltwlll
be worthiit.
Bobbnh’lphcemthadeketnmud-
* mean one thing;’ A mean campaign.
This isn't a niggling concern. If any-
thing, Ford’s strategists have made it
clear in recent days that the running
mate has to be one who can press the
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'I'he Ford Dole balloons go up. | UPl Photo) e

Ronlldneaun,lhnmuer tl.ymjad.
hopes for a ‘‘broader base''.

lemdmmmmgm_
ate pals to-the right. Reagan sounded
pﬂmryuugpal[nmnu not Ford. It
‘was Ford who defended, answered, dod-
gedtodﬁendmmdﬁmlly played
presidential. But it was too late. -

Ronald Reagan had needled, Ford
wheedled. The Reagan challenge was

‘impresive even in the end. Ford was

humbled to seek the Reagan blessing
otDole which he knew he could get.
How: ‘broad are the Ford-Dole poli-
ticlTWIpti.lthdrmtunhu?
.‘Former Kansas Lieutenant Governor
Dave Owen says Dole is a fiscal con-
servative, but a modm'ate overall.

‘‘He voles very mﬂvﬁy nn":’
economics, but there's nobody who
champions the cause of the handi-
capped like Bob Dole. So I would say
he's a moderate’’. Owen was Dole's
1974 campaign manager and Ford's
1976 central states coordinator.

On the record

'Kim Wells, of Dole’s staff, says the
'senator's reputation as a conservative

“1s undeserved.

/'“If 'you look at his voting record I
don’t think you can say he is a con-
servative,” Wells said.

Wells helped write the food stamp
legislation that Dole sponsored with

.Sen. George McGovern, D-N.D.

Wells says Dole and his senior
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Other ed:tors say
At first blush
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"|And, lnnnlntemﬁnsbito!ull
elaﬂonaeouplenlweehuo.hepm—
claimed himself to be 'one who can

3 “piteh it out." No one doubts it.

Obviously, that doesn’t have to be an -
lmduinhlolult. But the peculiar his-
tory of GOP runhing mates since 1952
has included an' excess measure of
muck. Witness the 1950s Richard Nixon
and the whole of Spiro Agnew’s nation-
al political life.

We hope Dole won't be burdened by
that history, but it seems sensible to
. recognize its true dimensions.

by Forhhpredeeeuonlnlmulot.

.Dule saflj in\his acceptance speech.

“Let us'rather take pride in the knowl-

waged — and honorably: woh: Let us
rather take pride in'the fact that we had
two such men as’ President Ford and
Gov. Reagan: to contend  for: this na-
tion's leadership.” '

‘The text of the acceptance speech
was laced with;marked-out.words‘and

“rephrases. State Rapubllcans generally

agree the speech wasn’t an‘outstanding
one and that Dole didn’t present'it with
the most e[oquent of atyies

' Dole can be caustic, acidic.and* bit-
‘ing.. He undoubtedly. will be the one to

slice, into the Democratic ticket with

ts of keeping the GOP’s
- wild wing in line with the top of the
ticket had distressing results.- The
right laid claim to the tongue — if not
the body and soul — of the candidate.
Some of the Topeka press corps and
others had difficulty seeing it, but we

* saw'signs of another Dole emerging in
- the past couple of years: Less strident
'tlumintheput with perhaps a touch

more compassion. for; the ‘‘cheats and
chisellers” and other ‘bogeymen' with
which Reaganite Republicans seem so
obsessed.

We liked the einerslns Dole. We
hope the process contiriues, but we hes-
tiate to lay odds on'the possibilities it

will. lhyp Daily News.
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When Richard Nixon picked Ger-
ald Ford as vice-president to suc-
ceed Spiro Agnew, reports from

Grand Rapids were of the general . .

tenor:
~ *'He did what?"" : o

Much--of the same L was
heard in Hutchinson: whmdent
Ford asked the Republican party to
nominate Sen. Bob Dole as his running
mate.

‘‘A prophet is not without his honor,
save in his country and in his own
house.' Same way with politicians.

It also is true that familiarity breeds
a certain disenchantment.

All of which suggests that Kansans,
who know Dole best, should withhold
judgment in Ford’s selection and let
the initial dismay cool a while. It may
turn out better than we feared. That‘s
what happened with Ford.

For the present, this selection dem- !

onstrates 2 things:
.. 1. Ronald Reagan was dead right in
urging that delegates, and the public,
know about a presidential nominee’s
vice-presidential pick before the con-
vention balloting. (He was dead wrong,
of course, in waiting until convention
week to bring the reform to a head.)

2, Those uncommitteds who have
been wavering between Carter-Mon-

dale and what was expected to be a

Klmlmtor..llml’mwu

-alike on many issues, but Pearson is
" considered the liberal, and Dole the

conservative.

Pearson has stayed nway [mm the
battle of the convention's conservative
treriches. He was not a delegate.

He is not of the Reagan-Dole line.

He says he will help the Ford-Dole
ticket.

But the true tides flow in the home
precincts, where voters may mull 2
questions:

"1, Can the Ford-Dole forces court
enough wounded party liberals for a
joint and spirited campaisn against
Jimmy Carter?

2. Will the campaign be pmldeuﬂal
or political?

\"4

Ford-Baker, or even a Ford-Reagan,
ticket will have a much easier time in
deciding now. — Hutchinson News

[ %  pole’sascention to the vice presiden-
L

sign of division in Republican 'ranks."‘q

no- comments.
.7 4Dole was a good, hatchetman for
leon when Dole: was national chair-
l_)_wm

py the high ce
l]:l 1and, and theyhnwnoneaull. he
sa:d ““Throughout the Democrat pri-

. we_could agree. with'

¥ o-u-u-' from Page 1) | ﬁ
holds-barréd :

Sutherland of

maries, memdidatuhlllmuchtom u

r' uacies — and
about each other’s inadeq| lnsthus’ :
had tosay.”

Dole said hem:!dhe.luidtomnd
on the Democratic platform. o much less

runonit...
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~ think:we ought to cut the cards. We've |
m:ﬁaﬂwmmmmm
: now, somebody wants to give us a fast
" deal 'thiat would surely end in an or-
- deal,”; Dole said as temporary chair-
- man.,

udbrbadwﬂﬂsﬁllm
ci ven't 'llllﬂ il," Iloh ll.\d.
o
" He la:erhserlbad ‘Jimmy Carter as .

“‘Where I'come from, “trust is some- |
thing’ to;beeumed.ln the meantime, I, |

Ford campaign workers in Kansas

4
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tial spot on the GOP ticket may secret-
ly delight Kansas Democrats. ‘While |
they naturally want Carter to win in |
a Republican victory
mennsDolewlllhemtoltheirwayin
Kansas,

State Democrats two years ago

viewed Dole as the last vestige of the

Republican stranglehold on Kansas,
§ knocking

X mduzeyalmoatwoceededm

him off.
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by slightly more v

uutolzlmhg 800,000 votes in the 1974

£ election, or 2 percent of the vote, .
- < Although

would be succeeded by

they believe Dole — wen.rhd_ bytho

< out slugging.
Dole and his Demacnl

mm
" Sen, Walwruondahdmmm.d-

: clude him from h.ammerlns‘ away
the Democrats en masse, however.
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