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'KANSAS CITY, . :
Kansas Sen. Bob Dole is President
Gerald Ford's  choice for the Re-
publican = vice 'presidential
nomination. -

Dole, 53, is-a native of Russell. He
has been a Kansas senator since 1968,
following 4 terms as First District
Congressman, 2

The announcement came Thursday
morning, following a long convention
night in which Ford won a hard-fought
campaign over former California Gov.
Ronald Reagan, *

In a long-promised show of unity im-

mediately after his victory, Ford trav- ~final choice and

eled to Reagan's hotel for a brief pri-
vate conference and the two men then
met with reporters in the former Cali-
fornia governor's h i
Reagan reaffirmed his refusal to ac-
cept the vice presidential spot on a
Ford ticket, but hedged when asked if
he would accept a convention draft.
Outside the hotel, a group of Reagan
supporters booed and hissed Ford and
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stories, pictures
on Pgs. 2, 12 and 18
SRR
waved Reagan -
want Reagan,”

Thursday night, on the final evening
of one of the mq& :;:
ventions in years, thé more th )
delegates and . al s ratify - his

signs, ehlntiu "_l_re ;

63, accepts the

nomination for election as president in_

his own right.

The President was nominated on a
roll call vote of 1,187 to 1,070. West Vir-
ginia put Ford over the top at 12:20
a.m. CDT, after 4 minutes of
balloting. : |

The 100-member Texas delegation
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dent of the United States.
7:25 p.nt>— Roll'call,

~ 8 p.m. — Vice presidential nominee
8:15 p.m. — Presidential nominee ac-

! speech.
8:38p.m. ~ Adjournment.
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Brief bid
for draft
squelched

Examiner News Services

-KANSAS CITY — President
Ford chose Sen. Robert J. Dole of
Kansas today as his running mate,
calling him a worthy campaigner
and vowing “we'll be out there
battling” to win the White House.

Ford pressed for Republican
unity, noting that the Dole selection
carried the endorsement. of Ronald
Reagan, his vanquished challenger
for the Republican presidential
nomination.

The choice was sent to the
Republican National Convention,
due to convene tonight to complete
the ticket. Ratification was virtual-
ly certain, although there was no
guarantee against an effort by
diehard Reagan supporters to in-
stall their man on the ticket.

However, Reagan said if his
name is proposed for vice presiden-
tial nomination, he will withdraw it.

The President’s decision to tap
Dole — a surprise choice until the
last minute — appeared to have
squelched a budding draft-Reagan
move. Rep. Lou Frey of Florida,
who had tried to engineer the
draft, conceded that the movement
was dead.

The calculated advance leaks
about Ford's vice presidential
thinking — on which the President
himself never would comment —
left Dole’s name off the list of
purported finalists. And Ford pre-
served his surprise until the hour
before he announced it.

Dole, a breezy, wisecracking
politician who prefers to be called
Bob, recalled that Ford came to
Kansas to help him win his Senate
seal. "l say this to indicate the value
of his help and also to show you can
catch up after you're behind,” he
said.

Ford -introduced the smiling
Dole at his Crown Center Hotel
headquarters, calling him “my run-
ning mate for victory in 1976.

“Bob Dole has been a team
player,” Ford said. “Bob Dole’s
philosophy and mine coincide al-
most identically. Bob Dole is a good
campaigner. Bob Dole will help to
heal any divisiveness within the
party."”

Said Dole: “I'm not certain
what I can add to the ticket, but 1
will work hard and do the best |
can...”

The President aimed right
down the Republican middle in
choosing Dole, once his House
colleague, now a senator whose
philosophy is hard to classify. He

might be called a conservative- '

moderate.

Ford made a unity show of his
vice presidential announcement,
summoning to the platform Rea-
gan’s campaign chairman as well as
Vice President Nelson Rockefeller
and Ford convention floor manag-
er, Sen. Robert Griffin of Michigan,

Sen. Paul Laxalt of Nevada, the
Reagan chairman, said he was
delighted with the choice. Griffin
called Laxalt, “a great leader of the
opposition.” Rockefeller said the
natlon is fortunate to have “a
chance to select these two leaders
of the Rpublican ticket.

One of the first congratulatory
calls received by Ford was from
Jimmy Carter, his Democratic op-
ponent.

In a telephone conversation
from his home in Plains, Ga., Carter
told Ford he wasn't surprised that
Republicans appeared to be uniting
behind Ford.

,Carter first tried to call Ford at

—From Page 1

8:31 a.m., after he heard the Presi-
dent’s son, Jack, say in a television
interview that his father was awake
and at work.

But when Carter called he was
told Ford would have to call him
back. Two hours later, Ford re-
turned the call and, according to
Carter, said, “I was in the sack.”

A White House spokesman said
Ford thanked Carter for calling.
“Aren't you kind,” he quoted the
President as telling his rival. “Give
my best to your family.”

Ford had been up late. Within
an hour after the balloting that
gave him the nomination, Ford
sped across the city to meet with
Reagan in the former California
governor's hotel suite, Later, stand-
ing side by side, they met with
reporters, congratulated each other
on their campaigns and then Rea-
gan pledged to work for Ford's
election. ;

Ford said Reagan's campaign
proved “beneficial” to.the Republi-

can party. Reagan responded that
the President had his full support.

Reagan, very subdued, added,
“We both had agreed once the fight
was over, we're on the same side,
and will pull together.”

Ford said he and Reagan have
nearly identical philosophies, and
Reagan agreed. Asked why the

T Py S e e T I 3 TS Mt g S e T ST e

- er defeated Robert Taft.
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campaign had been so th for
the President, Ford responded that
the challenger is “probably the
most effective campaigner in the
United States today.”

Ford’s sometimes sputtering
efforts to-hold-off Reagan finally
succeeded shortly - after. t
today, when the ' West Virginia
delegation cast 20 votes, for. him.
That presented him with five more
than the 1,130 ballots needed for
the nomination, clinching the tight--
est race for the GOP momination
since 1952, when Dwight Eisenhow-

While Ford had decisively won
a test the njghti hefhore ?ver a
roposed change in the rules, no
gne was sure that he would take the
nomination until most of the states
had voted. .. ‘ &
Ford 'supporters in Kemper
Arena, ,which; had rocked with
raucous demonstrations by parti-
sans of both candidates throughout
the evening, exploded once again
when the deciding vote was an-
nounced.

Though the final margin;
turned out to be comfortable fon
the President — 1187 to 1070 — the !
outcome_  was in question unti}’
Pennsylvania cast 93 of its 103 \rnl.g"-
for Ford.

The Pennsylvania tally put

b¥
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Ford four votes over the 1000 mark
and, more important, confirmed

that Reagan's selection of’ liberal |
‘Schwei-

Pennsylvania Sen. Richard
ker had not paid dividends in those

regions ‘where it wni-‘l.i_;tended_ to

have the greatest meuct.,. e

"Before the. Schweiker an-
nouncement, Re%gxnc&hah expected

to net at least 15 votes in 'the
Keystone state, and he ‘antici-
pated that adding Schweiker to the

team would at least double that °

number.
He had also hoped that Penn-

~sylvania® would lure away Ford '

votes in New York, New Jersey and
Ohio. ALKy

Instead, %r'd' ran very strong::
in all those states, while Reagan lost

.support among his , conservative |
‘'southern delegations, most notably |
Mississippi, becduse of Schweiker. °

After the Pennsylvania voté was
announced, one delegate said, “The
whole northeastern-vote was a slap
in the face for Dick.” "

Lengthy ‘demonstrations’ for
. both . candidates ‘preceded the vol:

£ ing, but at that stage probably only 1

o4 1n: reloguting.the ballos.
Jing to:after prime time on N
sion In the eastern time zones. -
. Few surprises occurred during:
the.roll call. Ford gained an.almost;
-equal share of the :previously un

_had been expected to observe the

As the Ford delegates-cheered
in victory, the Reagan delegates for
the  most part sat ‘motionless in
disappointmefit. Then they began
to pack their placards and hurried
out to the waiting buses. , ;

+ William French Smith; a Cali-
fornia delegate — one of the 167
solidly loyal Reagan votes — called

i the convention a “classic example -
} of democracy at work.” -

Smith, formerly of the U.C.
Board of Regents. and Reagan’s
{ personal lawyer, said he believed

that Ford could win in California
this fall.

“There's bound to be a little
. bitterness, but that's typical of any
; battle,” Smith said.

« Jimmy Carter, the Democratic
candidate, said in Plains, Ga., that
Ford would be a “formidable oppo-
; . nént” and that Republicans would
* quickly,'reunite despite the divi-
+ sions brought by the campaign.

j- ., The battle began in February,

|

when Ford narrowly defeated Rea-
“gan ‘51 to 48 per cent in-'New
Hampshire, where both ‘had Ia-
1 bored hard to win. The margin was
4 less than 2,000 votes out of almost
x 110,000. Nevertheless, it' adversely
I" affected Reagan’s stfategy of de-
feating Ford in early primaries and
forcing him to pull out.

Ford easily defeated Reagan in
Massachusetts. And on March 9, the

committed votes, Mississippi, which ] ; A week after New Hampshire,

-rule to vote as a bloe, finally
lit its vote. Even so, Ford only got

2. ‘his majority in.the 20 t0:8 spiit in.

- West Virginia, just before the last
two states were called — Wisconsin
and Wyoming.

President again trimmed the Cali-

fornian in Florida by a 5347 per
‘.cent margin. The loss, by 36,000

votes, left the Californian’s cam-
{ Paign in shambles.

: Thereafter, Reagan began a
, “sunbelt strategy,” concentrating
. on the South and Southwest. His
| defeat in Illinois March 16, his
native state, reinforced his . new
direction. Illinois gave Ford a 59 to
40 per cent victory and it seemed
. that Reagan's challenge had been

‘| overcome. '
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But the following week, Rea-

gan’s campaign was reborn with a

52 to 46 per cent victory in North

Carolina. Ford won decisively in

April in Wisconsin, New York and

Pennsylvania. But on May 1, Rea-

! gan surprised Ford with .a major

victory, aided by Democratic cross-
over voting in Texas,
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