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JESSE HELMS
UNITED STATES SENATE

March 11, 197h

PERSONAL
Dear Bob:

Last Friday evening I received a personal
letter from Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. Although
it was addressed to me, it really ought to be
shared with all those who have co-sponsored
S. J. Res., 188, the resolution to declare the
great Russian patriot and author an honorary
citizen of the United States.

In his letter, Mr. Solzhenitsyn says that
he is deeply touched by the proposal. But
more important, he says that it is "a high hon-
or for me and a great support in my position
as an expellee from my homeland.”" This is the
crucial point, and it should reinforce all of
our efforts to lend dignity and importance to
his fight for freedom and human rights.

The rest of the letter is a product of
his great talent, highly suggestive of the role
which has been thrust upon him, and of the short-
ness of life and the length of the task. A copy
of the Russian original and the English trans-
lation is enclosed.

Sincerely,

e

JESSE HELMS
Enclosure
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5 mapra 1974

BrcokoyBaxaeMuit rocunonuH Jixecce Xeamc!

i ray6oxo TPOHYT BamuMu néﬁ%anﬂnn, BamuM npennoxeHueM Cernaty u Ilaxare
llpencrapuTene#f CoerumHeHHBX [ITaTOB JEeKIapHpOBaTh INPHCBOEHHE MHE IOYETHOIO
rpaxjaHCcTBa Bame# cTpaHH, He yOycKasa B apryMeHTanuu, 4YTO MOA cyzpr6a He ecTh
wacTHag cyzbba, HO OCTaeTCA HABEK CBA3aHHO# ¢ cynb6aMu MOeH POJNMHH.

PasymeeTcsa, 3TC — BHCOKaA 4YeCThb IJIA MEHA M HeMajasg NOAINEpPXKa B MOEM IO-
JOXEeHWHM W3THAHHUKA C POIUHH, B TO# Hemo6poBOabHO U36paHHO# Gopbbe, KOTOPYW
MHOrO JeT NPHUXOLUTCA MHE, BHXOLA 32 IpejelH XyILOXECTBEHHOH JHTEpaTyph, BECTH
3a IpaBa 4YeloBeKa, ero BHYTpeHHee JOCTOMHCTBO, €ro Tpe3BO€ OCO3HaHHE TI'pOo3AMMX
HaM BCEM OIacHOCTeH.

B cBoe# ceHarcko# peunm 19 ¢dempans (¥ DOBTOPHO B mUCbMe KO MHe OT 1 Map-
Ta) Bs HaswBaeTe MeHA "rpaxiaHMHOM Mupa". OJTO - TeM Goxee obA3nBapmee 3Ba-
HMe, KOTOPOTO A eMe HUKAK He 3aCIyXul, “60 XM3HEHHH ONHT He IaJ MHE BO3MOX-—
HOCTH BMECTHUTH 3aJad M HyXJI Bcero Mumpa. OIZHaKO TO 3IeCh IpaBia, YTO HHHEMHEEe
TeCHO-CBA3aHHOE COCTOAHME MHpa HE MOXET He BECTH K NOABJIEHHO IOZOOGHOTO ypOB-—
HA CO3HAHMA M O6A3aHHOCTEH,- M, OUEBHIHO, OyIeT pacmpocTpaHATbcA B XX H XX1

BEKe.
M nump Bame TrOCTENpPHHMHOE NpPHTJIaNleHW& IOCETUTh celwuac CoexuHeHHbe [TaTh

¥ JIuuyHO Bam IOM, BCTPETHTHCA C OPEICTABATENAMH aMEPHKAHCKOW 0OmeCTBEHHOCTH, =

A, K COXaJeHWD, He CMOTy IPHHATH B 0603pMMOe BpeMA: MMEHHO celfiuac, B HEIpPHUBHY-

)
HBX HOBHX YCJIOBHUAX A LOJXEH C ocob6eHHM ycepriueM ¥ BHHMaHHEM COCpPEeILOTOUHTHhCH

Ha Moei#f OCHOBHOM JMTepaTypHO# paboTe, Ha MOeM TJaBHOM JHUTEPaTYpPHOM 3aMHCIE,
KOTOPOMYy MOXeT He XBaTHUTh IeJOH XHU3HU,- U IODTOMYy HUKaAKHE Boobme HOe3IKH H

HUKaKaAg 3HepruuHasdg obmecTBeHHaA INEeATEJIbHOCTL HEBO3MOXHH ceffuac mia MeHd.

C 6xaromapHOCTbO U JNOOPHMH IIOXEJAHUAMHU

HUCKpeHHe Bam

— i LUFTPOST

PAR AVION VIA AEREA
' 7{%’( %/mf

Wathington 4.C 20570
UL A

A-Jobsferdyn

ZiA/
Tehmae, ';J &
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5 March 1974

Highly Respected Mister Jesse Helms!

| am deeply touched by your actions and your proposal
to the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United
States to declare me an honorary citizen of your country,
especially in view of your argument that my fate is not just
a private fate, but remains forever tied up with the destiny
of my homeland.

Obviously, it is a high honor for me and a great
support in my position as an expellee from my homeland in
this involuntarily chosen struggle, which for many years |
have been compelled to conduct outside of the framework of
art and literature, for the rights of man, his inner dignity,
and his calm assessment of the dangers threatening us all.

In your Senate speech of February 19 (and again in your
letter to me of March 1), you called me '"Citizen of the World."
This is all the more exacting a title inasmuch as | have in no
way deserved it yet, since my life-experience has not yet given
me an opportunity to include the tasks and needs of the entire
world. However, the truth is that the closely intertwined
condition of the world today cannot but lead to the emergence
of such a level of understanding and responsibilities--which,
obviously, will expand in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries.

Regretfully, it is only your hospitable invitation to
visit the United States, and your own house, to meet with
the representatives of American society, which | cannot accept
at the present time. In particular now, in my unaccustomed
new situation, | must with special diligence and attention
concentrate on my principal literary work, on my main literary
design, for which my entire life may not be long enough. And
because of this, no travel at all and no extensive social
activity are possible for me now.

With gratitude and good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

(SOLZHENITSYN)
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Vlnifed Hlates Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 203510

March 1, 1974

Dear Mr, Solzhenitsyn:

I had the pleasure of speaking today to your lawyer,
Dr, Fritz Heeb, Iam sorry that I could not speak to you
personally--first of all, to greet you in the free world in
my own name, and also in the name of my friends in the
United States Senate, I congratulate you on the threshold
of a new phase in your struggle for truth and freedom in

your own native land and in the entire world,
The ideas of truth, freedom and justice as human
rights are indivisible, And human rights are equally valid

in all countries and on all .continents, I think of you now as
one in our ranks, but I hope that you will continue your rich,

" creative life, and will be able to return to your own home-
land--as a free homeland--some day,

On February 19, I offered a resolution in the United
States Senate directing the President of the United States to
declare by proclamation that you are an honorary citizen of
the United States, This is the highest honor which we can
offer; in the history of our country, it has been bestowed
only on two distinguished foreigners, We want to stress by
this act our full support of your struggle on behalf of human
rights on earth, This is a purely honorary gesture, and does
not impose any obligations upon you, or prejudice your status,
So far, already, twenty-four Senators have joined me in sponsor-
ing the resolution, and I hope others will join us soon,

Mr. Solzhenitsyn, we are very glad to see you here with
us in the West, You are a citizen of the world, I know that
soon you will feel at home in any country of the globe, where
millions of people have read your books, and know and respect
you not only as a great writer, but as a symbol of freedom,
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Mr, Aleksandr I, Solzhenitsyn
March 1, 1974
Page Two

You would do us an honor if you would visit this
country to meet with the cosponsors of this resolution,
I would like to extend to you an invitation to come first
to my State of North Carolina, where you could rest in
a private villa in the mountains for a few days, and then
come to Washington to meet with your Senate supporters,
The United States has about two million of your country-
men within its borders, We are therefore the largest
Russian country outside of Russia, and it is fitting that
you should visit us, i

I am attaching a translation of this letter to avoid
any misunderstanding, and as an invitation for you to
respond in your native tongue,

I hope to hear from you soon, and then to meet
you personally, Meanwhile, I wish you happiness and
full success in this new phase of your life,

God bless you,

Sincerely,

M—&.]Q&OAMG-

JESSE HELMS:ck

P,S. Enclosed you will find a copy of my speech on the
Senate Floor explaining the resolution to my
colleagues.
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