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MARK BOB
SOUTH DAKOTA SENATE AND HOUSE
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA FEBRUARY 19, 1988

THANK YOU » FOR THOSE VERY KIND WORDS, AND
FOR YOUR STEADY SUPPORT OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS.

I WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO MAKE
THIS NG APREARANGCEIN- SOUTH DAKOTA SINGE THIS WEFK'S

NEW HAMPSHIRE RESULTS— T TS PARTICHARSAPPROPRIATE ——
_LEETeeM—HERE BEFORE THE STATE LEGISLATURE. I'VE GOT A

SPECIAL FEELING FOR THIS KIND OF INSTITUTION, BECAUSE IT'S
WHERE I STARTED MY POLITICAL CAREER BACK IN 1950.

I'LL JUST POINT OUT THAT STATE LEGISLATURES HAVE BEEN
THE PROVING GROUNDS FOR SOME FINE PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER IN
YEARS PAST.

SO DAK.

?%;w
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN WON ELECTION TO THE TLLINOIS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY AT THE AGE OF 25,

TEDDY ROOSEVELT WAS 24 WHEN HE WON A SEAT IN THE NEW
YORK ASSEMBLY.

AND I WON MY FIRST TERM IN THE KANSAS LEGISLATURE AT
THE AGE OF 26 . . . . AND I INTEND TO INTEND TO FOLLOW
THE TRADITION OF LINCOLN AND TR AND MAKE MY NEXT ELECTIVE
OFFICE THE OvAL OFFICE.

I WANT TO THANK GEORGE MICKELSON AND LARRY PRESSLER
FOR THEIR UNFLAGGING SUPPORT FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF MY
CAMPAIGN. AND ELIZABETH, ROBIN AND I ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE
COUNTLESS KINDNESSES THAT HAVE BEEN BEEN EXTENDED TO US BY
SOUTH DAKOTANS DURING THE MANY VISITS WE HAVE MADE HERE IN
RECENT MONTHS. OF COURSE, A PRIMARY VICTORY ON FEBRUARY
23 WILL BE OUR BEST MEMORY OF YOUR STATE, BUT JUST AS
MEMORABLE WILL BE THE MANY NEW FRIENDSHIPS WE HAVE MADE
HERE.

THREE MONTHS AGO, WHEN THIS CAMPAIGN FORMALLY BEGAN
IN MY HOME TOWN OF RUSSELL, KANSAS, I SAID I WANTED TO
LEAD AMERICA INTO AN EVEN GREATER ERA OF QPPORTUNITY FOR
OUR PEOPLE AND SECURITY FOR OUR NATION. I OFFERED A
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WILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD, TO HANG TOUGH, TO GO THE
DISTANCE. AND I OFFERED THE STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION TO
BRING COMMON-SENSE ANSWERS TO THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS FACING
AMERICA IN ITS THIRD CENTURY.

ToDAY, I'M RENEWING MY COMMITMENT TO THOSE GOALS
1 ] % l
WHETHER IT'S HELPING AMERICA FARMERS S Y THE B&iﬁK
RILST REDUC NG AND THEN ENSUR N (o
-- QR BREINGING THE DEFICIT UNBER—CQNIRQ& -- QR KEEPING—FHE
PEACE THROUGH UNPARALLELED STRENGTH ~= OUR COMMITMENT WILL

BE TO SOLUTIONS THAT MAKE SENSE, THAT MAKESENSE. = CAW A-(.C@MCJS“

I BELIEVE THAT AMERICA'S GREATNESS STILL LIES AHEAD.
THE IDEAL NATION OUR FOUNDERS ENVISIONED MORE THAN 200
YEARS AGO IS YET TO BE ACHIEVED. WE'VE MADE GREAT
PROGRESS -~ MORE THAN ANY OTHER NATION IN THE HISTORY OF
MANKIND. BUT WE CAN DO BETTER YET. WE CAN LEARN FROM
PLACES LIKE SOUTH DAKOTA, AND MY HOME STATE OF KANSAS.

SOUTH DAKOTA, LIKE KANSAS, IS PART OF WHAT PEOPLE
TODAY CALL MIDDLE AMERICA -- HERE ON THESE GREAT PLAINS,
RUNNING FROM CANADA TO THE GULF COAST. A LOT OF

HISTORIANS SAY THE MIDWEST IS THE MOST AMERICAN PART OF
AMERICA.
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BY THAT, THEY CERTAINLY DON'T MEAN TO SAY THAT
MIDWESTERNERS ARE BETTER THAN ANYBODY ELSE IN THE
COUNTRY. BUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HISTORY HAVE HELPED THE
MIDWEST TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE AGAIN AND AGAIN IN AMERICA'S
DEVELOPMENT AS A NATION.

WHAT MAKES THE MIDWEST PARTICULARLY AMERICAN IS THAT
IT WAS POPULATED LARGELY BY PEOPLE WHO MOVED NORTH AND
WEST FROM THE CONFEDERACY -- AND SOUTH AND WEST FROM NEW
ENGLAND.

THERE THEY MET PEOPLE FROM JUST ABOUT EVERY COUNTRY
IN THE WORLD., AND AFTER SPENDING SOME TIME IN THE
MIDWEST, MANY MOVED FURTHER WEST, TO THE MOUNTAINS AND TO
THE COASTS OF CALIFORNIA.

THAT'S WHY THE MIDWEST HAS BEEN CALLED THE CRUCIBLE
OF THE NATION., IT'S WHERE THE MELTING POT DID ITS MELTING
~- AND WHERE IT COMPLETED THE PROCESS THAT BEGAN IN THE
BIG CITIES AND FARMS WHERE OUR FOREBEARS FIRST LANDED.

AND THE GREATNESS OF THESE UNITED STATES IS THAT THE
MELTING AND MIXING CONTINUES. SURE, IT'S NOT EASY AT
TIMES, AND THERE ARE CONFLICTS. BUT IF YOU LOOK AT
TODAY'S KOREAN SHdP KEEPERS . . . AND INDIAN DOCTORS .

AND PHILIPPINE NURSES . . . AND LATIN CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
. AND AFGHANI MERCHANTS, YOU CAN SEE HOW THIS GREAT
EXPERIMENT IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY CONTINUES TO WORK.
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BACK IN KANSAS, AS A YOUNG BOY, I LEARNED -~ WE ALL
LEARNED —-- THAT THE WAY TO GET ALONG WITH PEOPLE, TO WORK
WITH PEOPLE, AND TO HELP PEOPLE, WAS TO SHOW BOTH
COMPASSION AND COMMON SENSE. THOSE ARE THE THINGS THAT
ALL OF THIS NATION'S GREAT LEADERS HAVE NEEDED TO MAKE THE
HARD CHOICES WE HAVE FACED THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY.

DEFEATING THE DEFICIT

THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL FACE ONE MONSTER OF A HARD
CHOICE ON HIS FIRST DAY IN OFFICE: THE FEDERAL BUDGET
DEFICIT.

THE NEXT PRESIDENT IS GOING TO HAVE TO COMMIT THE
CITIZENS OF THIS NATION TO DEALING WITH THIS SINGLE
GREATEST THREAT TO A PROSPEROUS AND SECURE AMERICA. MOST
OF US WHO ARE CAMPAIGNING FOR THE PRESIDENCY HAVE BEEN
TALKING A GOOD GAME, POINTING WITH ALARM TO THE DEFICIT.

BUT ONLY ONE OF US IS LAYING OUT ANY REAL SOLUTIONS
-- INCLUDING AN ACROSS~-THE-BOARD FREEZE ON FEDERAL
SPENDING FROM MY FIRST WEEK IN OFFICE, ONLY ONE OF US IS
READY, WILLING AND ABLE TO MAKE THE DIFFERENCE WITH A
COMMON-SENSE SOLUTION THAT IS ALSO COMPASSIONATE. ONLY
ONE OF US HAS THE BACKGROUND AND THE BACKBONE TO SHRINK
THE DEFICIT -- AND TO DO S0 WITHOUT RAISING TAX RATES ON
INDIVIDUALS OR CORPORATIONS.
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I'M WILLING TO ADMIT THAT A FREEZE IS NOT THE BEST
ANSWER. IT HAS SOME DRAWBACKS. BUT IT PUTS A LID ON
SPENDING -- EXCEPT FOR THOSE PROGRAMS THAT BENEFIT THOSE
UNABLE TO CARE FOR THEMSELVES.

AND IT BUYS US TIME -- TIME TO GO THROUGH THE BUDGET
AND ELIMINATE THE INEFFECTIVE AND INEFFICIENT PROGRAMS
THAT SAP THE FEDERAL TREASURY.

IT BUYS US TIME TO PUSH HARD FOR A LINE-ITEM VETO -~
A TOOL THAT WILL GIVE THE PRESIDENT THE POWER TO FASHION A
SENSIBLE BUDGET ~= AND NOT ONE LARDED WITH PROGRAMS TO
WARM EVERY LOBBYIST'S HEART.

SO I INTEND TO KILL THE DEFICIT -- AND KILL IT WITH
COMMON SENSE. WE'LL DO IT IN A CAREFUL, BIPARTISAN WAY
THAT WILL MAKE SURE IT STAYS DEAD.

AND WE'RE GOING TO DO IT WITHOUT PUTTING ANY
ADDITIONAL BURDENS ON THE BACKS OF SOCIAL SECURITY
RECIPIENTS. AS ONE WHO FORGED A CONSENSUS ON THE PLAN TO
SAVE SOCIAL SECURITY FROM BANKRUPTCY IN 1983, I AM ONE
CANDIDATE WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED HIS COMMITMENT TO KEEPING
THOSE BROWN ENVELOPES COMING -- WITH A CHECK INSIDE.
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A SECURE FUTURE

GETTING RID OF THE DEFICIT IS JUST AS IMPORTANT FOR
AMERICA'S INTERNATIONAL POSITION AS IT-IS FOR OUR
WELL-BEING HERE AT HOME. THE T OF THE WORLD KNOWS --
THE SOVIETS YMNW. THF TAEANEEE KNOW, OUR ADVERSARIES AND
OUR ALLIES NGy~ THAT WE CANNOT KOLO OUR OWN IN
TODAY'S WCGrLL uh;;n“ ,
DEAL WITH THE DEFICIT.

WILL TO

(3]
[ §
-

THIS PAST DECADE -- THE 19808 -- HAS BEEN A DECADE OF
GROWTH, PROSPERITY AND PEACE FOR AMERICA, THANKS TO THE
LEADERSHIP OF ONE MAN, RONALD REAGAN.

BUT THE NEXT PRESIDENT MUST BE PREPARED TO DEAL WITH
A VASTLY DIFFERENT WORLD THAN WE HAVE FACED OVER THE PAST
QUARTER OF A CENTURY. NOT SINCE THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II HAVE WE FACED A CHALLENGE SO GREAT
AND SO POTENT. HOW WE RESPOND TO THAT CHALLENGE WILL
DETERMINE WHETHER OUR SECURITY, OUR PROSPERITY AND OUR
STATURE IN THE WORLD WILL FLOURISH INTO THE NEXT CENTURY
OR WHETHER WE WILL RETREAT AND DECLINE.

AS MueﬁfAS IN THOSE DARK AND DANGEROUS POST-WORLD WAR
IT YEARS, OUR RESPONSE WILL DEMAND STRONG, DECISIVE
LEADERSHIP, IMAGINATION AND COURAGE.
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IN BRINGING THAT KIND OF RESOLVE, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO START WITH SOME BASICS -- BASICS LIKE FREEDOM AND
COMMUNISM. I HAVE GRAPPLED WITH ISSUES OF U.S.-SOVIET
RELATIONS THROUGHOUT THREE DECADES OF PUBLIC LIFE. I HAVE
VISITED THE SOVIET UNION. I HAVE MET MIKHAIL GORBACHEV.
AND, BASED ON ALL THAT, I CAN TELL YOU TWO THINGS

WHATEVER GLASNOST 1S, IT IS NOT DEMOCRACY.

WHATEVER GORBACHEV IS, HE IS STILL A HARD-AS-NAILS
COMMUNIST.

WHEN MIKHAIL GORBACHEV LEFT WASHINGTON A FEW WEEKS
BACK, WITH MANY STILL IN THE GRIP OF GLASNOST FEVER, HE
FLEW BACK TO A GODLESS COMMUNIST STATE -~ WITH VERY LITTLE
FREEDOM -- TO A MISERABLE STANDARD OF LIVING. THAT'S
WHERE MIKHAIL GORBACHEV WOKE UP THE NEXT DAY,

BUT WE -- ALL OF US -- AWOKE IN THE FREEST AND MOST
JUST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD.
WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT DIFFERENCE.

SO WHEN WE DEAL WITH THE SOVIETS, IT MUST ALWAYS BE
FROM STRENGTH.

WHEN WE TALK TO MR. GORBACHEV, AS WE SHOULD -- IT
SHOULD NEVER BE IN BLIND FAITH.
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E ELECTED RONALD REAGAN BECAUSE HE ARTICULATED WHAT
WAS IS\OUR HEARTS -- THAT AMERICA REALLY IS THE BEST
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD -- AND REALLY IS THE BASTION OF
DEMDCRACY.AROUND THE WORLD.

N

\

THE NEXT\PRESIDENT WILL FACE NEW AND DIFFERENT
CHALLENGES. HE WILL HAVE TO SHOW SHOW HIS OWN STYLE OF
LEADERSHIP -- AND FORGE HIS OWN STRATEGIES FOR DEALING
WITH EMERGING Is§qss.

BUT HE CANNOT TURN HIS BACK ON THE BASIC PRINCIPLES
THAT RONALD REAGAN ARTICULATED. OR FORGET THE LASTING
LESSONS THAT RONALD REQGAN TAUGHT US -- ESPECIALLY IN THE
SPHERE OF DEALING WITH THE SOVIETS. IN GETTING THE INF
AGREEMENT, RONALD REAGAN\{fUGHT US THE RIGHT WAY: WE SET
600D GOALS. WE STICK TO THEM. AND WE EXTRACT CONCESSIONS
FROM THE SOVIETS.

NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO TURN RROM THAT PATH, AND MOVE
BACK TO THE APOLOGIST POLICIES OF ARPEASEMENT AND
UNILATERAL CONCESSION.

MY GENERATION HAS SEEN THIS COUNTRY AND THIS WORLD GO
THROUGH A LOT OF CHANGES. FROM THE HARD DAYS OF THE
DEPRESSION TO THE GREAT AND TRAGIC YEARS OF WORLD WAR II.
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THEN CAME THE HEADY DAYS OF THE FIFTIES, THE TROUBLING
TIMES OF THE SIXTIES, AND THE MALAISE OF THE SEVENTIES.
RONALD REAGAN IN THE 19808 HAS MADE THIS COUNTRY STRONG
AGAIN, REDEDICATED TO OUR PURPOSE IN THE WORLD.

AND THAT'S HOW WE ARE GOING TO MOVE INTO THE 19908
AND THE 21ST CENTURY, WITH COMMON SENSE AND COMPASSION.

THAT'S WHAT I'VE WORKED AT MY ENTIRE LIFE, AND THAT'S
WHAT I SEE FOR US IN THE FUTURE. IT COMES FROM MY
MIDWESTERN ROOTS. IT COMES FROM KNOWING HOW PEOPLE WORK
AND WHAT THEY WORK FOR.

S0 IF I TALK TOO MUCH IN THE ARCANE LANGUAGE OF
BUDGETS AND LEGISLATIVE STRATEGIES, IT'S BECAUSE THAT'S
HOW WE GET THE COUNTRY'S WORK DONE. IT'S USING COMMON
SENSE AND COMPASSION. IT'S NOT ABOUT WALKING AWAY FROM
RESPONSIBILITIES. I NEVER HAVE, AND I NEVER WILL.

LEADERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE

I INTEND TO WIN IN THIS CAMPAIGN. WINNING IS WHAT
AMERICA IS ALL ABOUT. AND TO WIN, YOU NEED A STRONG,
RESILIENT, EXPERIENCED LEADER -- WHETHER IT IS IN BUSINESS
OR GOVERNMENT. THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IS FORTUNATE THAT ANY
ONE OF ITS POTENTIAL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES HAS MORE
EXPERIENCE, MORE ABILITY, MORE STRENGTH THAN ANY ONE OF
THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES.
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I KNOW THAT VOTERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA TAKE THEIR ROLES
SERIOUSLY.

AND THEY SHOULD. WHEN I ASK FOR A VOTE, I AM NOT
JUST ASKING FOR A CHECK-MARK ON A BALLOT. I AM ASKING FOR
YOUR TRUST. AND TRUST -- CREDIBILITY ~-- IS SOMETHING THAT
MUST BE EARNED.

IN PUBLIC LIFE, JUST AS IN PRIVATE LIFE, YOUR PAST
TELLS A LOT ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE CAN EXPECT IN THE FUTURE.
THAT'S WHY A RECORD, A RECORD OF WHERE YOU STAND ON THE
ISSUES THAT AFFECT MILLIONS OF LIVES, A RECORD OF WHAT YOU
HAVE ACHIEVED, IS SO IMPORTANT. IT'S WHAT ESTABLISHES THE
PUBLIC TRUST.

AND THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE WILL DEMAND A PRESIDENT WITH
SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS AND UNUSUAL TRUSTWORTHINESS.

IT WILL DEMAND A LEADER WHO IS NOT ONLY STRONG AND
THOUGHTFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, BUT MOST OF ALL -- A LEADER
WHO HAS UNCOMMON COMMON SENSE, WHO KNOWS HOW TO GET THE
JOB DONE.

I'VE BEEN TACKLING TOUGH PROBLEMS AND SOLVING THEM
FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS. I HAVE A TRACK RECORD. A RECORD
OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT I AM PROUD OF -- A RECORD OF
ACHIEVEMENT THAT HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE, A POSITIVE
DIFFERENCE. I HOPE YOU WILL GIVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO
CONTINUE TO WORK AND SUCCEED FOR AMERICA.
#uus#

Page 12 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
SOUTH DAKOTA SENATE AND HOUSE
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA - FEBRUARY 19, 1988

THANK YOU , FOR THOSE VERY KIND
WORDS, AND FOR YOUR STEADY SUPPORT OVER THE
LAST FEW MONTHS.

| WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR ALLOWING
ME TO MAKE THIS MY FIRST APPEARANCE IN SOUTH
DAKOTA SINCE THIS WEEK'S NEW HAMPSHIRE RESULTS.

IT IS PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE THAT | AM HERE

BEFORE
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THE STATE LEGISLATURE. I'VE GOT A SPECIAL FEELING
FOR THIS KIND OF INSTITUTION, BECAUSE IT'S WHERE |
STARTED MY POLITICAL CAREER BACK IN 1950.

I'LL JUST POINT OUT THAT STATE LEGISLATURES
HAVE BEEN THE PROVING GROUNDS FOR SOME FINE
PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER IN YEARS PAST.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN WON ELECTION TO THE

ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT THE AGE OF 25.
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TEDDY ROOSEVELT WAS 24 WHEN HE WON A

SEAT IN THE NEW YORK ASSEMBLY.

AND | WON MY FIRST TERM IN THE KANSAS

LEGISLATURE AT THE AGE OF 26 . . . . AND | INTEND TO

FOLLOW THE TRADITION OF LINCOLN AND TEDDY

ROOSEVELT AND MAKE MY NEXT ELECTIVE OFFICE THE

OVAL OFFICE.
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| WANT TO THANK GEORGE MICKELSON AND

LARRY PRESSLER FOR THEIR UNFLAGGING SUPPORT

FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF MY CAMPAIGN. AND

ELIZABETH, ROBIN AND | ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE

COUNTLESS KINDNESSES THAT HAVE BEEN EXTENDED

TO US BY SOUTH DAKOTANS DURING THE MANY VISITS

WE HAVE MADE HERE IN RECENT MONTHS. OF COURSE,

A PRIMARY VICTORY ON FEBRUARY 23 WILL BE OUR BEST

MEMORY OF YOUR STATE, BUT JUST AS MEMORABLE

WILL BE THE MANY NEW FRIENDSHIPS WE HAVE MADE

HERE.
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THREE MONTHS AGO, WHEN THIS CAMPAIGN

FORMALLY BEGAN IN MY HOME TOWN OF RUSSELL,

KANSAS, | SAID | WANTED TO LEAD AMERICA INTO AN

EVEN GREATER ERA OF OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR PEOPLE

AND SECURITY FOR OUR NATION. | OFFERED A

WILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD, TO HANG TOUGH, TO GO

THE DISTANCE. AND | OFFERED THE STRENGTH AND

DETERMINATION TO BRING COMMON-SENSE ANSWERS

TO THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS FACING AMERICA IN ITS

THIRD CENTURY.

Page 17 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

TODAY, I'M RENEWING MY

COMMITMENT TO THOSE GOALS. WHETHER IT'S

HELPING AMERICA'S FARMERS STAY IN THE BLACK -- OR

BRINGING THE DEFICIT UNDER CONTROL -- OR KEEPING

THE PEACE THROUGH UNPARALLELED STRENGTH -- OUR

COMMITMENT WILL BE TO SOLUTIONS THAT MAKE

SENSE, THAT | CAN ACCOMPLISH.
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| BELIEVE THAT AMERICA’S GREATNESS STILL

LIES AHEAD. THE IDEAL NATION OUR FOUNDERS

ENVISIONED MORE THAN 200 YEARS AGO IS YET TO BE

ACHIEVED. WE'VE MADE GREAT PROGRESS -- MORE

THAN ANY OTHER NATION IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND.

BUT WE CAN DO BETTER YET. WE CAN LEARN FROM

PLACES LIKE SOUTH DAKOTA, AND MY HOME STATE OF

KANSAS.
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SOUTH DAKOTA, LIKE KANSAS, IS PART OF WHAT
PEOPLE TODAY CALL MIDDLE AMERICA -- HERE ON
THESE GREAT PLAINS. RUNNING FROM CANADA TO THE
GULF COAST. A LOT OF HISTORIANS SAY THE MIDWEST
IS THE MOST AMERICAN PART OF AMERICA.

BY THAT, THEY CERTAINLY DON'T MEAN TO SAY
THAT MIDWESTERNERS ARE BETTER THAN ANYBODY
ELSE IN THE COUNTRY. BUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF

HISTORY

Page 20 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

HAVE HELPED THE MIDWEST TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

AGAIN AND AGAIN IN AMERICA’'S DEVELOPMENT AS A

NATION.

WHAT MAKES THE MIDWEST PARTICULARLY

AMERICAN IS THAT IT WAS POPULATED LARGELY BY

PEOPLE WHO MOVED NORTH AND WEST FROM THE

CONFEDERACY -- AND SOUTH AND WEST FROM NEW

ENGLAND.
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THERE THEY MET PEOPLE FROM JUST ABOUT

EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. AND AFTER SPENDING

SOME TIME IN THE MIDWEST, MANY MOVED FURTHER

WEST, TO THE MOUNTAINS AND TO THE COASTS OF

CALIFORNIA.

THAT'S WHY THE MIDWEST HAS BEEN CALLED

THE CRUCIBLE OF THE NATION. IT'S WHERE THE

MELTING POT DID ITS MELTING -- AND WHERE IT

COMPLETED THE PROCESS THAT BEGAN IN THE BIG

CITIES AND FARMS WHERE OUR FOREBEARS FIRST

LANDED.

Page 22 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

EE

AND THE GREATNESS OF THESE UNITED STATES

IS THAT THE MELTING AND MIXING CONTINUES. SURE,

IT'S NOT EASY AT TIMES, AND THERE ARE CONFLICTS.

BUT IF YOU LOOK AT TODAY'S KOREAN SHOP KEEPERS . .

. AND INDIAN DOCTORS AND PHILIPPINE NURSES . . .

AND LATIN CONSTRUCTION WORKERS . . . AND AFGHANI

MERCHANTS, YOU CAN SEE HOW THIS GREAT

EXPERIMENT IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY CONTINUES

TO WORK.
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BACK IN KANSAS, AS A YOUNG BQOY, | LEARNED --

WE ALL LEANED -- THAT THE WAY TO GET ALONG WITH

PEOPLE, TO WORK WITH PEOPLE, AND TO HELP PEOPLE,

WAS TO SHOW BOTH COMPASSION AND COMMON

SENSE.

THOSE ARE THE THINGS THAT ALL OF THIS NATION'S

GREAT LEADERS HAVE NEEDED TO MAKE THE HARD

CHOICES WE HAVE FACED THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY.
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DEFEATING THE DEFICIT

THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL FACE ONE MONSTER

OF A HARD CHOICE ON HIS FIRST DAY IN OFFICE: THE

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT.

THE NEXT PRESIDENT IS GOING TO HAVE TO

COMMIT THE CITIZENS OF THIS NATION TO DEALING

WITH THIS SINGLE GREATEST THREAT TO A PROSPEROUS

AND SECURE AMERICA. MOST OF US WHO ARE

CAMPAIGNING FOR THE PRESIDENCY HAVE BEEN

TALKING A GOOD GAME, POINTING WITH ALARM TO THE

DEFICIT.
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BUT ONLY ONE OF US IS LAYING OUT ANY REAL

SOLUTIONS -- INCLUDING AN ACROSS-THE-BOARD

FREEZE ON FEDERAL SPENDING FROM MY FIRST WEEK

IN OFFICE. ONLY ONE OF US IS READY, WILLING AND

ABLE TO MAKE THE DIFFERENCE WITH A

COMMON-SENSE SOLUTION THAT IS ALSO

COMPASSIONATE. ONLY ONE OF US HAS THE

BACKGROUND AND THE BACKBONE TO SHRINK THE

DEFICIT -- AND TO DO SO WITHOUT RAISING TAX RATES

ON INDIVIDUALS OR CORPORATIONS.
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I'M WILLING TO ADMIT THAT A FREEZE IS NOT
THE BEST ANSWER. IT HAS SOME DRAWBACKS. BUTIT
PUTS A LID ON SPENDING -- EXCEPT FOR THOSE
PROGRAMS THAT BENEFIT THOSE UNABLE TO CARE FOR
THEMSELVES

AND IT BUYS US TIME -- TIME TO GO THROUGH
THE BUDGET AND ELIMINATE THE INEFFECTIVE AND
INEFFICIENT PROGRAMS THAT SAP THE FEDERAL

TREASURY.
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IT BUYS US TIME TO PUSH HARD FOR A LINE-ITEM
VETO -- A TOOL THAT WILL GIVE THE PRESIDENT THE
POWER TO FASHION A SENSIBLE BUDGET -- AND NOT
ONE LARDED WITH PROGRAMS TO WARM EVERY
LOBBYIST'S HEART.

SO | INTEND TO KILL THE DEFICIT -- AND KILL IT
WITH COMMON SENSE. WE'LL DO IT IN A CAREFUL,

BIPARTISAN WAY THAT WILL MAKE SURE IT STAYS DEAD.
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AND WE'RE GOING TO DO IT WITHOUT PUTTING

ANY ADDITIONAL BURDENS ON THE BACKS OF SOCIAL

SECURITY RECIPIENTS. AS ONE WHO FORGED A

CONSENSUS ON THE PLAN TO SAVE SOCIAL SECURITY

FROM BANKRUPTCY IN 1983, | AM ONE CANDIDATE WHO

HAS DEMONSTRATED HIS COMMITMENT TO KEEPING

THOSE BROWN ENVELOPES COMING -- WITH A CHECK

INSIDE.
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A SECURE FUTURE

GETTING RID OF THE DEFICIT IS JUST AS

IMPORTANT FOR AMERICA'S INTERNATIONAL POSITION

AS IT IS FOR OUR WELL-BEING HERE AT HOME. THE

REST OF THE WORLD KNOWS -- THE SOVIETS KNOW, THE

JAPANESE KNOW, OUR ADVERSARIES AND OUR ALLIES

ALL KNOW -- THAT WE CANNOT HOLD OUR OWN IN

TODAY'S WORLD UNLESS WE DEMONSTRATE THE

POLITICAL WILL TO DEAL WITH THE DEFICIT.
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THIS PAST DECADE -- THE 1980S -- HAS BEEN A

DECADE OF GROWTH, PROSPERITY AND PEACE FOR

AMERICA. THANKS TO THE LEADERSHIP OF ONE MAN,

RONALD REAGAN.

BUT THE NEXT PRESIDENT MUST BE PREPARED

TO DEAL WITH A VASTLY DIFFERENT WORLD THAN WE

HAVE FACED OVER THE PAST QUARTER OF A CENTURY.

NOT SINCE THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORLD

WAR Il HAVE WE FACED A CHALLENGE SO GREAT SO

POTENT.
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HOW WE RESPOND TO THAT CHALLENGE WILL

DETERMINE WHETHER OUR SECURITY, OUR PROSPERITY

AND OUR STATURE IN THE WORLD WILL FLOURISH INTO

THE NEXT CENTURY OR WHETHER WE WILL RETREAT

AND DECLINE.

AS MUCH AS IN THOSE DARK AND DANGEROUS

POST-WORLD WAR IT YEARS, OUR RESPONSE WILL

DEMAND STRONG, DECISIVE LEADERSHIP, IMAGINATION

AND COURAGE.
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IN BRINGING THAT KIND OF RESOLVE, WE'RE
GOING TO HAVE TO START WITH SOME BASICS -- BASICS
LIKE FREEDOM AND COMMUNISM. | HAVE GRAPPLED
WITH ISSUES OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS THROUGHOUT
THREE DECADES OF PUBLIC LIFE. | HAVE VISITED THE
SOVIET UNION. | HAVE MET MIKHAIL GORBACHEV. AND,
BASED ON ALL THAT, | CAN TELL YOU TWO THINGS

WHATEVER GLASNOST IS, IT IS NOT DEMOCRACY.

WHATEVER GORBACHEV IS, HE IS STILL A

HARD-AS-NAILS COMMUNIST.
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WHEN MIKHAIL GORBACHEV LEFT WASHINGTON

A FEW WEEKS BACK, WITH MANY STILL IN THE GRIP OF

GLASNOST FEVER. HE FLEW BACK TO A GODLESS

COMMUNIST STATE -- WITH VERY LITTLE FREEDOM -- TO

A MISERABLE STANDARD OF LIVING. THAT'S WHERE

MIKHAIL GORBACHEV WOKE UP THE NEXT DAY.

BUT WE -- ALL OF US -- AWOKE IN THE FREEST

AND MOST JUST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD.

WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT DIFFERENCE.

Page 34 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

93,

SO WHEN WE DEAL WITH THE SOQVIETS, IT MUST
ALWAYS BE FROM STRENGTH.

WHEN WE TALK TO MR. GORBACHEYV, AS WE
SHOULD -- IT SHOULD NEVER BE IN BLIND FAITH.

WE ELECTED RONALD REAGAN BECAUSE HE
ARTICULATED WHAT WAS IN OUR HEARTS - - THAT
AMERICA REALLY IS THE BEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD --
AND REALLY IS THE BASTION OF DEMOCRACY AROUND

THE WORLD.
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THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL FACE NEW AND

DIFFERENT CHALLENGES. HE WILL HAVE TO SHOW HIS

OWN STYLE OF LEADERSHIP -- AND FORGE HIS OWN

STRATEGIES FOR DEALING WITH EMERGING ISSUES.

BUT HE CANNOT TURN HIS BACK ON THE BASIC

PRINCIPLES THAT RONALD REAGAN ARTICULATED. OR

FORGET THE LASTING LESSONS THAT RONALD REAGAN

TAUGHT US -- ESPECIALLY IN THE SPHERE OF DEALING
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WITH THE SOVIETS. IN GETTING THE INF AGREEMENT,
RONALD REAGAN TAUGHT US THE RIGHT WAY: WE SET
GOOD GOALS. WE STICK TO THEM. AND WE EXTRACT
CONCESSIONS FROM THE SOVIETS.

NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO TURN FROM THAT
PATH, AND MOVE BACK TO THE APOLOGIST POLICIES OF

APPEASEMENT AND UNILATERAL CONCESSION.
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MY GENERATION HAS SEEN THIS COUNTRY AND

THIS WORLD GO THROUGH A LOT OF CHANGES. FROM

THE HARD DAYS OF THE DEPRESSION TO THE GREAT

AND TRAGIC YEARS OF WORLD WAR Il. THEN CAME THE

HEADY DAYS OF THE FIFTIES, THE TROUBLING TIMES OF

THE SIXTIES, AND THE MALAISE OF THE SEVENTIES.

RONALD REAGAN IN THE 1980s HAS MADE THIS

COUNTRY STRONG AGAIN, REDEDICATED TO OUR

PURPOSE IN THE WORLD.
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AND THAT'S HOW WE ARE GOING TO MOVE INTO
THE 1990s AND THE 21ST CENTURY, WITH COMMON
SENSE AND COMPASSION.
THAT'S WHAT I'VE WORKED AT MY ENTIRE LIFE, AND
THAT'S WHAT | SEE FOR US IN THE FUTURE. IT COMES
FROM MY MIDWESTERN ROOTS. IT COMES FROM
KNOWING HOW PEOPLE WORK AND WHAT THEY WORK

FOR.
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SO IF | TALK TOO MUCH IN THE ARCANE

LANGUAGE OF BUDGETS AND LEGISLATIVE STRATEGIES.

IT'S BECAUSE THAT'S HOW WE GET THE COUNTRY'S

WORK DONE. IT'S USING COMMON SENSE AND

COMPASSION. IT'S NOT ABOUT WALKING AWAY FROM

RESPONSIBILITIES. | NEVER HAVE, AND | NEVER WILL.
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LEADERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE

| INTENDED TO WIN IN THIS CAMPAIGN. WINNING
IS WHAT AMERICA IS ALL ABOUT. AND TO WIN, YOU
NEED A STRONG RESILIENT, EXPERIENCED LEADER --
WHETHER IT IS IN BUSINESS OR GOVERNMENT. THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY IS FORTUNATE THAT ANY ONE OF ITS
POTENTIAL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES HAS MORE
EXPERIENCE, MORE ABILITY, MORE STRENGTH THAN ANY

ONE OF THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES.

Page 41 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

~ A

| KNOW THAT VOTERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA TAKE
THEIR ROLES SERIOUSLY.

AND THEY SHOULD. WHEN | ASK FOR A VOTE, |
AM NOT JUST ASKING FOR A CHECK-MARK ON A
BALLOT. | AM ASKING FOR YOUR TRUST. AND TRUST --
CREDIBILITY -- IS SOMETHING THAT MUST BE EARNED.

IN PUBLIC LIFE, JUST AS IN PRIVATE LIFE, YOUR
PAST TELLS A LOT ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE CAN EXPECT IN

THE FUTURE. THAT'S WHY A RECORD, A
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RECORD OF WHERE YOU STAND ON THE ISSUES THAT

AFFECT MILLIONS OF LIVES, A RECORD OF WHAT YOU

HAVE ACHIEVED, IS SO IMPORTANT. IT'S WHAT

ESTABLISHES THE PUBLIC TRUST.

AND THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE WILL DEMAND A

PRESIDENT WITH SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS AND

UNUSUAL TRUSTWORTHINESS.
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IT WILL DEMAND A LEADER WHO IS NOT ONLY
STRONG AND THOUGHTFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, BUT
MOST OF ALL -- A LEADER WHO HAS UNCOMMON
COMMON SENSE, WHO KNOWS HOW TO GET THE JOB
DONE.

I'VE BEEN TACKLING TOUGH PROBLEMS AND
SOLVING THEM FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS. | HAVE TRACK
RECORD. A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT | AM
PROUD OF -- A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT HAS

MADE A
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DIFFERENCE, A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE. | HOPE YOU WILL

GIVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE TO WORK AND

SUCCEED FOR AMERICA.
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AND THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE WILL DEMAND A

PRESIDENT WITH SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS AND

UNUSUAL TRUSTWORTHINESS.

IT WILL DEMAND A LEADER WHO IS NOT ONLY

STRONG AND THOUGHTFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, BUT

MOST OF ALL -- A LEADER WHO HAS UNCOMMON

COMMON SENSE, WHO KNOWS HOW TO GET THE JOB

DONE.
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I'VE BEEN TACKLING TOUGH PROBLEMS AND

SOLVING THEM FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS. | HAVE TRACK

RECORD. A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT | AM

PROUD OF -- A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT HAS

MADE A DIFFERENCE, A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE. | HOPE

YOU WILL GIVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE TO

WORK AND SUCCEED FOR AMERICA.
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
SOUTH DAKOTA HOUSE
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA - FEBRUARY 20, 1988

THANK YOU , FOR THOSE VERY KIND

WORDS, AND FOR YOUR STEADY SUPPORT OVER THE

LAST FEW MONTHS.
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| WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR ALLOWING

ME TO MAKE THIS APPEARANCE. I'VE GOT A SPECIAL

FEELING FOR THIS KIND OF INSTITUTION, BECAUSE IT'S

WHERE | STARTED MY POLITICAL CAREER BACK IN 1950.
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I'LL JUST POINT OUT THAT STATE LEGISLATURES

HAVE BEEN THE PROVING GROUNDS FOR SOME FINE

PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER IN YEARS PAST.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN WON ELECTION TO THE

ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT THE AGE OF 25.
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TEDDY ROOSEVELT WAS 24 WHEN HE WON A

SEAT IN THE NEW YORK ASSEMBLY.

AND | WON MY FIRST TERM IN THE KANSAS

LEGISLATURE AT THE AGE OF 26 . . . . AND | INTEND TO

FOLLOW THE TRADITION OF LINCOLN AND TEDDY

ROOSEVELT AND MAKE MY NEXT ELECTIVE OFFICE THE

OVAL OFFICE.
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| WANT TO THANK GEORGE MICKELSON AND

LARRY PRESSLER FOR THEIR UNFLAGGING SUPPORT

FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF MY CAMPAIGN. AND

ELIZABETH, ROBIN AND | ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE

COUNTLESS KINDNESSES THAT HAVE BEEN EXTENDED
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TO US BY SOUTH DAKOTANS DURING THE MANY VISITS
WE HAVE MADE HERE IN RECENT MONTHS. OF COURSE,
A PRIMARY VICTORY ON FEBRUARY 23 WILL BE OUR BEST
MEMORY OF YOUR STATE, BUT JUST AS MEMORABLE

WILL BE THE MANY NEW FRIENDSHIPS WE HAVE MADE

HERE.
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THREE MONTHS AGO, WHEN THIS CAMPAIGN

FORMALLY BEGAN IN MY HOME TOWN OF RUSSELL,

KANSAS, | SAID | WANTED TO LEAD AMERICA INTO AN

EVEN GREATER ERA OF OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR PEOPLE

AND SECURITY FOR OUR NATION. | OFFERED A
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WILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD, TO HANG TOUGH, TO GO

THE DISTANCE. AND | OFFERED THE STRENGTH AND

DETERMINATION TO BRING COMMON-SENSE ANSWERS

TO THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS FACING AMERICA IN ITS

THIRD CENTURY.
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TODAY, I'M RENEWING MY COMMITMENT TO

THOSE GOALS. WHETHER IT'S HELPING AMERICA'S

FARMERS STAY IN THE BLACK -- OR BRINGING THE

DEFICIT UNDER CONTROL -- OR KEEPING THE PEACE

THROUGH UNPARALLELED STRENGTH -- OUR

COMMITMENT WILL BE TO SOLUTIONS THAT MAKE

SENSE, THAT | CAN ACCOMPLISH.
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| BELIEVE THAT AMERICA'S GREATNESS STILL

LIES AHEAD. THE IDEAL NATION OUR FOUNDERS

ENVISIONED MORE THAN 200 YEARS AGO IS YET TO BE

ACHIEVED. WE'VE MADE GREAT PROGRESS -- MORE

THAN ANY OTHER NATION IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND.

BUT WE CAN DO BETTER YET. WE CAN LEARN FROM

PLACES LIKE SOUTH DAKQOTA, AND MY HOME STATE OF

KANSAS.
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SOUTH DAKOTA, LIKE KANSAS, IS PART OF WHAT

PEOPLE TODAY CALL MIDDLE AMERICA -- HERE ON

THESE GREAT PLAINS. RUNNING FROM CANADA TO THE
GULF COAST. A LOT OF HISTORIANS SAY THE MIDWEST

IS THE MOST AMERICAN PART OF AMERICA.
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BY THAT, THEY CERTAINLY DON'T MEAN TO SAY

THAT MIDWESTERNERS ARE BETTER THAN ANYBODY

ELSE IN THE COUNTRY. BUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF

HISTORY HAVE HELPED THE MIDWEST TO MAKE A

DIFFERENCE AGAIN AND AGAIN IN AMERICA’S

DEVELOPMENT AS A NATION.
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WHAT MAKES THE MIDWEST PARTICULARLY

AMERICAN IS THAT IT WAS POPULATED LARGELY BY

PEOPLE WHO MOVED NORTH AND WEST FROM THE

CONFEDERACY -- AND SOUTH AND WEST FROM NEW

ENGLAND.
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THERE THEY MET PEOPLE FROM JUST ABOUT
EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. AND AFTER SPENDING
SOME TIME IN THE MIDWEST, MANY MOVED FURTHER
WEST, TO THE MOUNTAINS AND TO THE COASTS OF

CALIFORNIA.
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THAT'S WHY THE MIDWEST HAS BEEN CALLED

THE CRUCIBLE OF THE NATION. IT'S WHERE THE

MELTING POT DID ITS MELTING -- AND WHERE IT

COMPLETED THE PROCESS THAT BEGAN IN THE BIG

CITIES AND FARMS WHERE OUR FOREBEARS FIRST

LANDED.
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AND THE GREATNESS OF THESE UNITED STATES

IS THAT THE MELTING AND MIXING CONTINUES. SURE,

IT'S NOT EASY AT TIMES, AND THERE ARE CONFLICTS.

BUT IF YOU LOOK AT TODAY'S KOREAN SHOP KEEPERS . .

. AND INDIAN DOCTORS AND PHILIPPINE NURSES . . .

AND LATIN CONSTRUCTION WORKERS . . . AND AFGHANI

MERCHANTS, YOU CAN SEE HOW THIS GREAT

EXPERIMENT IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY CONTINUES

TO WORK.
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BACK IN KANSAS, AS A YOUNG BOY, | LEARNED --
WE ALL LEANED -- THAT THE WAY TO GET ALONG WITH
PEOPLE, TO WORK WITH PEOPLE, AND TO HELP PEOPLE,

WAS TO SHOW BOTH COMPASSION AND COMMON

SENSE. THOSE ARE THE THINGS THAT ALL OF THIS
NATION'S GREAT LEADERS HAVE NEEDED TO MAKE THE
HARD CHOICES WE HAVE FACED THROUGHOUT OUR

HISTORY.
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DEFEATING THE DEFICIT

THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL FACE ONE MONSTER

OF A HARD CHOICE ON HIS FIRST DAY IN OFFICE: THE

FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT.
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THE NEXT PRESIDENT IS GOING TO HAVE TO

COMMIT THE CITIZENS OF THIS NATION TO DEALING

WITH THIS SINGLE GREATEST THREAT TO A PROSPEROUS

AND SECURE AMERICA. MOST OF US WHO ARE

CAMPAIGNING FOR THE PRESIDENCY HAVE BEEN

TALKING A GOOD GAME, POINTING WITH ALARM TO THE

DEFICIT.
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BUT ONLY ONE OF US IS LAYING OUT ANY REAL
SOLUTIONS -- INCLUDING AN ACROSS-THE-BOARD
FREEZE ON FEDERAL SPENDING FROM MY FIRST WEEK
IN OFFICE. ONLY ONE OF US IS READY, WILLING AND

ABLE TO MAKE THE DIFFERENCE WITH A
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COMMON-SENSE SOLUTION THAT IS ALSO

COMPASSIONATE. ONLY ONE OF US HAS THE

BACKGROUND AND THE BACKBONE TO SHRINK THE

DEFICIT -- AND TO DO SO WITHOUT RAISING TAX RATES

ON INDIVIDUALS OR CORPORATIONS.
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I'M WILLING TO ADMIT THAT A FREEZE IS NOT
THE BEST ANSWER. IT HAS SOME DRAWBACKS. BUT IT
PUTS A LID ON SPENDING -- EXCEPT FOR THOSE
PROGRAMS THAT BENEFIT THOSE UNABLE TO CARE FOR
THEMSELVES AND IT BUYS US TIME -- TIME TO GO
THROUGH THE BUDGET AND ELIMINATE THE
INEFFECTIVE AND INEFFICIENT PROGRAMS THAT SAP

THE FEDERAL TREASURY.
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IT BUYS US TIME TO PUSH HARD FOR A LINE-ITEM
VETO -- ATOOL THAT WILL GIVE THE PRESIDENT THE
POWER TO FASHION A SENSIBLE BUDGET -- AND NOT
ONE LARDED WITH PROGRAMS TO WARM EVERY
LOBBYIST'S HEART.

SO | INTEND TO KILL THE DEFICIT -- AND KILL IT
WITH COMMON SENSE. WE'LL DO IT IN A CAREFUL,

BIPARTISAN WAY THAT WILL MAKE SURE IT STAYS DEAD.
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AND WE'RE GOING TO DO IT WITHOUT PUTTING

ANY ADDITIONAL BURDENS ON THE BACKS OF SOCIAL

SECURITY RECIPIENTS. AS ONE WHO FORGED A

CONSENSUS ON THE PLAN TO SAVE SOCIAL SECURITY

FROM BANKRUPTCY IN 1983, | AM ONE CANDIDATE WHO

HAS DEMONSTRATED HIS COMMITMENT TO KEEPING

THOSE BROWN ENVELOPES COMING -- WITH A CHECK

INSIDE.
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MY GENERATION HAS SEEN THIS COUNTRY AND
THIS WORLD GO THROUGH A LOT OF CHANGES. FROM
THE HARD DAYS OF THE DEPRESSION TO THE GREAT
AND TRAGIC YEARS OF WORLD WAR Il. THEN CAME THE
HEADY DAYS OF THE FIFTIES, THE TROUBLING TIMES OF
THE SIXTIES, AND THE MALAISE OF THE SEVENTIES.
RONALD REAGAN IN THE 1980s HAS MADE THIS
COUNTRY STRONG AGAIN, REDEDICATED TO OUR

PURPOSE IN THE WORLD.
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AND THAT'S HOW WE ARE GOING TO MOVE INTO

THE 1990s AND THE 21ST CENTURY, WITH COMMON

SENSE AND COMPASSION. THAT'S WHAT I'VE WORKED

AT MY ENTIRE LIFE, AND THAT'S WHAT | SEE FOR US IN

THE FUTURE. IT COMES FROM MY MIDWESTERN ROOTS.

IT COMES FROM KNOWING HOW PEOPLE WORK AND

WHAT THEY WORK FOR.
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SO IF | TALK TOO MUCH IN THE ARCANE

LANGUAGE OF BUDGETS AND LEGISLATIVE STRATEGIES.

IT'S BECAUSE THAT'S HOW WE GET THE COUNTRY'S

WORK DONE. IT'S USING COMMON SENSE AND

COMPASSION. IT'S NOT ABOUT WALKING AWAY FROM

RESPONSIBILITIES. | NEVER HAVE, AND | NEVER WILL.
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LEADERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE

| INTENDED TO WIN IN THIS CAMPAIGN. WINNING
IS WHAT AMERICA IS ALL ABOUT. AND TO WIN, YOU
NEED A STRONG RESILIENT, EXPERIENCED LEADER --
WHETHER IT IS IN BUSINESS OR GOVERNMENT. THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY IS FORTUNATE THAT ANY ONE OF ITS
POTENTIAL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES HAS MORE
EXPERIENCE, MORE ABILITY, MORE STRENGTH THAN ANY

ONE OF THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES.
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| KNOW THAT VOTERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA TAKE
THEIR ROLES SERIOUSLY.

AND THEY SHOULD. WHEN | ASK FOR A VOTE, |
AM NOT JUST ASKING FOR A CHECK-MARK ON A
BALLOT. | AM ASKING FOR YOUR TRUST. AND TRUST --

CREDIBILITY -- IS SOMETHING THAT MUST BE EARNED.
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IN PUBLIC LIFE, JUST AS IN PRIVATE LIFE, YOUR

PAST TELLS A LOT ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE CAN EXPECT IN

THE FUTURE. THAT'S WHY A RECORD, A RECORD OF

WHERE YOU STAND ON THE ISSUES THAT AFFECT

MILLIONS OF LIVES, A RECORD OF WHAT YOU HAVE

ACHIEVED, IS SO IMPORTANT. IT'S WHAT ESTABLISHES

THE PUBLIC TRUST.
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
SOUTH DAKOTA SENATE
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA - FEBRUARY 20, 1988

THANK YOU , FOR THOSE VERY KIND

WORDS, AND FOR YOUR STEADY SUPPORT OVER THE

LAST FEW MONTHS.
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| WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR ALLOWING

ME TO MAKE THIS APPEARANCE . I'VE GOT A SPECIAL

FEELING FOR THIS KIND OF INSTITUTION, BECAUSE IT'S

WHERE | STARTED MY POLITICAL CAREER BACK IN 1950.

I'LL JUST POINT OUT THAT STATE LEGISLATURES

HAVE BEEN THE PROVING GROUNDS FOR SOME FINE

PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER IN YEARS PAST.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN WON ELECTION TO THE

ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT THE AGE OF 25.
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TEDDY ROOSEVELT WAS 24 WHEN HE WON A

SEAT IN THE NEW YORK ASSEMBLY.

AND | WON MY FIRST TERM IN THE KANSAS

LEGISLATURE AT THE AGE OF 26 . . . . AND | INTEND TO

FOLLOW THE TRADITION OF LINCOLN AND TEDDY

ROOSEVELT AND MAKE MY NEXT ELECTIVE OFFICE THE

OVAL OFFICE.
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| WANT TO THANK GEORGE MICKELSON AND

LARRY PRESSLER FOR THEIR UNFLAGGING SUPPORT

FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF MY CAMPAIGN. AND

ELIZABETH, ROBIN AND | ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE

COUNTLESS KINDNESSES THAT HAVE BEEN EXTENDED

TO US BY SOUTH DAKOTANS DURING THE MANY VISITS

WE HAVE MADE HERE IN RECENT MONTHS. OF COURSE,

A PRIMARY VICTORY ON FEBRUARY 23 WILL BE OUR BEST

MEMORY OF YOUR STATE, BUT JUST AS MEMORABLE

WILL BE THE MANY NEW FRIENDSHIPS WE HAVE MADE

HERE.
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THREE MONTHS AGO, WHEN THIS CAMPAIGN

FORMALLY BEGAN IN MY HOME TOWN OF RUSSELL,

KANSAS, | SAID | WANTED TO LEAD AMERICA INTO AN

EVEN GREATER ERA OF OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR PEOPLE

AND SECURITY FOR OUR NATION. | OFFERED A

WILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD, TO HANG TOUGH, TO GO

THE DISTANCE. AND | OFFERED THE STRENGTH AND

DETERMINATION TO BRING COMMON-SENSE ANSWERS

TO THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS FACING AMERICA IN ITS

THIRD CENTURY.
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TODAY, I'M RENEWING MY

COMMITMENT TO THOSE GOALS. WHETHER IT'S

HELPING AMERICA’'S FARMERS STAY IN THE BLACK -- OR

BRINGING THE DEFICIT UNDER CONTROL -- OR KEEPING

THE PEACE THROUGH UNPARALLELED STRENGTH -- OUR

COMMITMENT WILL BE TO SOLUTIONS THAT MAKE

SENSE, THAT | CAN ACCOMPLISH.
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| BELIEVE THAT AMERICA'S GREATNESS STILL

LIES AHEAD. THE IDEAL NATION OUR FOUNDERS

ENVISIONED MORE THAN 200 YEARS AGO IS YET TO BE

ACHIEVED. WE'VE MADE GREAT PROGRESS -- MORE

THAN ANY OTHER NATION IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND.

BUT WE CAN DO BETTER YET. WE CAN LEARN FROM

PLACES LIKE SOUTH DAKOTA, AND MY HOME STATE OF

KANSAS.
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SOUTH DAKQOTA, LIKE KANSAS, IS PART OF WHAT

PEOPLE TODAY CALL MIDDLE AMERICA -- HERE ON

THESE GREAT PLAINS. RUNNING FROM CANADA TO THE
GULF COAST. A LOT OF HISTORIANS SAY THE MIDWEST
IS THE MOST AMERICAN PART OF AMERICA.

BY THAT, THEY CERTAINLY DON'T MEAN TO SAY
THAT MIDWESTERNERS ARE BETTER THAN ANYBODY

ELSE IN THE COUNTRY. BUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF
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HISTORY HAVE HELPED THE MIDWEST TO MAKE A

DIFFERENCE AGAIN AND AGAIN IN AMERICA'S

DEVELOPMENT AS A NATION.

WHAT MAKES THE MIDWEST PARTICULARLY

AMERICAN IS THAT IT WAS POPULATED LARGELY BY

PEOPLE WHO MOVED NORTH AND WEST FROM THE

CONFEDERACY -- AND SOUTH AND WEST FROM NEW

ENGLAND.
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THERE THEY MET PEOPLE FROM JUST ABOUT

EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. AND AFTER SPENDING

SOME TIME IN THE MIDWEST, MANY MOVED FURTHER

WEST, TO THE MOUNTAINS AND TO THE COASTS OF

CALIFORNIA.

THAT'S WHY THE MIDWEST HAS BEEN CALLED

THE CRUCIBLE OF THE NATION. IT'S WHERE THE

MELTING POT DID ITS MELTING -- AND WHERE IT

COMPLETED THE PROCESS THAT BEGAN IN THE BIG

CITIES AND FARMS WHERE OUR FOREBEARS FIRST

LANDED.
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AND THE GREATNESS OF THESE UNITED STATES

IS THAT THE MELTING AND MIXING CONTINUES. SURE,

IT'S NOT EASY AT TIMES, AND THERE ARE CONFLICTS.

BUT IF YOU LOOK AT TODAY'S KOREAN SHOP KEEPERS . .

. AND INDIAN DOCTORS AND PHILIPPINE NURSES . . .

AND LATIN CONSTRUCTION WORKERS . . . AND AFGHANI

MERCHANTS, YOU CAN SEE HOW THIS GREAT

EXPERIMENT IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY CONTINUES

TO WORK.
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BACK IN KANSAS, AS A YOUNG BOY, | LEARNED --
WE ALL LEANED -- THAT THE WAY TO GET ALONG WITH
PEOPLE, TO WORK WITH PEOPLE, AND TO HELP PEOPLE,

WAS TO SHOW BOTH COMPASSION AND COMMON

SENSE. THOSE ARE THE THINGS THAT ALL OF THIS

NATION'S GREAT LEADERS HAVE NEEDED TO MAKE THE

HARD CHOICES WE HAVE FACED THROUGHOUT QUR

HISTORY.
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A SECURE FUTURE

THIS PAST DECADE -- THE 1980S -- HAS BEEN A

DECADE OF GROWTH, PROSPERITY AND PEACE FOR

AMERICA. THANKS TO THE LEADERSHIP OF ONE MAN,

RONALD REAGAN.

BUT THE NEXT PRESIDENT MUST BE PREPARED

TO DEAL WITH A VASTLY DIFFERENT WORLD THAN WE

HAVE FACED OVER THE PAST QUARTER OF A CENTURY.

NOT SINCE THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORLD

WAR Il HAVE WE FACED A CHALLENGE SO GREAT
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SO POTENT. HOW WE RESPOND TO THAT CHALLENGE
WILL DETERMINE WHETHER OUR SECURITY, OUR
PROSPERITY AND OUR STATURE IN THE WORLD WILL
FLOURISH INTO THE NEXT CENTURY OR WHETHER WE
WILL RETREAT AND DECLINE.

AS MUCH AS IN THOSE DARK AND DANGEROUS
POST-WORLD WAR IT YEARS, OUR RESPONSE WILL
DEMAND STRONG, DECISIVE LEADERSHIP, IMAGINATION

AND COURAGE.

Page 91 of 103
c019_046_009_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-15-

IN BRINGING THAT KIND OF RESOLVE, WE'RE
GOING TO HAVE TO START WITH SOME BASICS -- BASICS
LIKE FREEDOM AND COMMUNISM. | HAVE GRAPPLED
WITH ISSUES OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS THROUGHOUT
THREE DECADES OF PUBLIC LIFE. | HAVE VISITED THE
SOVIET UNION. | HAVE MET MIKHAIL GORBACHEV. AND,
BASED ON ALL THAT, | CAN TELL YOU TWO THINGS

WHATEVER GLASNOST IS, IT IS NOT DEMOCRACY.

WHATEVER GORBACHEV IS, HE IS STILL A

HARD-AS-NAILS COMMUNIST.
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WHEN MIKHAIL GORBACHEV LEFT WASHINGTON

A FEW WEEKS BACK, WITH MANY STILL IN THE GRIP OF

GLASNOST FEVER. HE FLEW BACK TO A GODLESS

COMMUNIST STATE -- WITH VERY LITTLE FREEDOM -- TO

A MISERABLE STANDARD OF LIVING. THAT'S WHERE

MIKHAIL GORBACHEV WOKE UP THE NEXT DAY.

BUT WE -- ALL OF US -- AWOKE IN THE FREEST

AND MOST JUST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD.

WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT DIFFERENCE.
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SO WHEN WE DEAL WITH THE SOVIETS, IT MUST
ALWAYS BE FROM STRENGTH.

WHEN WE TALK TO MR. GORBACHEV, AS WE
SHOULD -- IT SHOULD NEVER BE IN BLIND FAITH.

WE ELECTED RONALD REAGAN BECAUSE HE
ARTICULATED WHAT WAS IN OUR HEARTS - - THAT
AMERICA REALLY IS THE BEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD --
AND REALLY IS THE BASTION OF DEMOCRACY AROUND

THE WORLD.
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THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL FACE NEW AND

DIFFERENT CHALLENGES. HE WILL HAVE TO SHOW HIS

OWN STYLE OF LEADERSHIP -- AND FORGE HIS OWN

STRATEGIES FOR DEALING WITH EMERGING ISSUES.

BUT HE CANNOT TURN HIS BACK ON THE BASIC

PRINCIPLES THAT RONALD REAGAN ARTICULATED. OR

FORGET THE LASTING LESSONS THAT RONALD REAGAN

TAUGHT US -- ESPECIALLY IN THE SPHERE OF DEALING
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WITH THE SOVIETS. IN GETTING THE INF AGREEMENT,
RONALD REAGAN TAUGHT US THE RIGHT WAY: WE SET
GOOD GOALS. WE STICK TO THEM. AND WE EXTRACT
CONCESSIONS FROM THE SOVIETS.

NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO TURN FROM THAT
PATH, AND MOVE BACK TO THE APOLOGIST POLICIES OF

APPEASEMENT AND UNILATERAL CONCESSION.
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MY GENERATION HAS SEEN THIS COUNTRY AND

THIS WORLD GO THROUGH A LOT OF CHANGES. FROM

THE HARD DAYS OF THE DEPRESSION TO THE GREAT

AND TRAGIC YEARS OF WORLD WAR Il. THEN CAME THE

HEADY DAYS OF THE FIFTIES, THE TROUBLING TIMES OF

THE SIXTIES, AND THE MALAISE OF THE SEVENTIES.

RONALD REAGAN IN THE 1980s HAS MADE THIS

COUNTRY STRONG AGAIN, REDEDICATED TO OUR

PURPOSE IN THE WORLD.
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AND THAT'S HOW WE ARE GOING TO MOVE INTO
THE 1990s AND THE 21ST CENTURY, WITH COMMON
SENSE AND COMPASSION.
THAT'S WHAT I'VE WORKED AT MY ENTIRE LIFE, AND
THAT'S WHAT | SEE FOR US IN THE FUTURE. IT COMES
FROM MY MIDWESTERN ROQOTS. IT COMES FROM

KNOWING HOW PEOPLE WORK AND WHAT THEY WORK

FOR.
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SO IF I TALK TOO MUCH IN THE ARCANE

LANGUAGE OF BUDGETS AND LEGISLATIVE STRATEGIES.

IT'S BECAUSE THAT'S HOW WE GET THE COUNTRY’S

WORK DONE. IT'S USING COMMON SENSE AND

COMPASSION. IT'S NOT ABOUT WALKING AWAY FROM

RESPONSIBILITIES. | NEVER HAVE, AND | NEVER WILL.
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LEADERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE

| INTENDED TO WIN IN THIS CAMPAIGN. WINNING
IS WHAT AMERICA IS ALL ABOUT. AND TO WIN, YOU
NEED A STRONG RESILIENT, EXPERIENCED LEADER --
WHETHER IT IS IN BUSINESS OR GOVERNMENT. THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY IS FORTUNATE THAT ANY ONE OF ITS
POTENTIAL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES HAS MORE
EXPERIENCE, MORE ABILITY, MORE STRENGTH THAN ANY

ONE OF THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES.
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| KNOW THAT VOTERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA TAKE

THEIR ROLES SERIOUSLY.

AND THEY SHOULD. WHEN | ASK FOR A VOTE, |

AM NOT JUST ASKING FOR A CHECK-MARK ON A

BALLOT. | AM ASKING FOR YOUR TRUST. AND TRUST --

CREDIBILITY -- IS SOMETHING THAT MUST BE EARNED.

IN PUBLIC LIFE, JUST AS IN PRIVATE LIFE, YOUR

PAST TELLS A LOT ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE CAN EXPECT IN

THE FUTURE. THAT'S WHY A RECORD, A RECORD OF

WHERE YOU STAND ON THE ISSUES THAT
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AFFECT MILLIONS OF LIVES, A RECORD OF WHAT YOU
HAVE ACHIEVED, IS SO IMPORTANT. IT'S WHAT
ESTABLISHES THE PUBLIC TRUST.

AND THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE WILL DEMAND A
PRESIDENT WITH SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS AND
UNUSUAL TRUSTWORTHINESS.

IT WILL DEMAND A LEADER WHO IS NOT ONLY
STRONG AND THOUGHTFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, BUT
MOST OF ALL -- A LEADER WHO HAS UNCOMMON
COMMON SENSE, WHO KNOWS HOW TO GET THE JOB

DONE.
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I'VE BEEN TACKLING TOUGH PROBLEMS AND

SOLVING THEM FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS. | HAVE TRACK

RECORD. A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT | AM

PROUD OF -- A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT THAT HAS

MADE A DIFFERENCE, A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE. | HOPE

YOU WILL GIVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE TO

WORK AND SUCCEED FOR AMERICA.
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