
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CANDIDACY 
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

SATURDAY) MAY 24) 1980 

"THE OCCASION IS PILED HIGH WITH DIFFICULTY) AND WE MUST RISE 
WITH THE OCCASION. WE MUST DISENTHRALL OURSELVES -- AND THEN 
WE SHALL SAVE OUR COUNTRY." 

SO SPOKE THE FATHER OF OUR PARTY IN A TIME OF GRAVE CRISIS AND 
NATIONAL UNCERTAINTY. AND LINCOLN'S WORDS HAVE NEVER BEEN MORE 
RELEVAiff I 

FOR 1980 IS A YEAR PILED HIGH WITH DIFFICULTY. WHEREVER WE TURN) 
WE SEEM BESET WITH PROBLEMS. BUT IT ISN'T ENOUGH FOR YOU AND I 
TO CRITICIZE THE FAILURES OF THOSE WHO HOLD NATIONAL RESPONSIBI-
LITY. THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS KNOW THAT MUCH OF OUR CURRENT 
DISSATISFACTION IS SPIRITUAL IN NATURE. THEY KNOW) AND WE CAN 
NEVER FORGET) THAT BEFORE WE REGAIN OUR GREATNESS AS A NATION) 
WE MUST FIRST REGAIN OUR SELF-RESPECT. 
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A POSITIVE ALTERNATIVE IN 1980 
IT'S NOT ENOUGH FOR REPUBLICANS TO JUST CRITICIZE WHAT WE'RE 
AGAINST: WE MUST TELL THE VOTERS WHAT WE'RE FOR. TELL THEM WE'RE 
FOR LESS TAXATION AS AN INCENTIVE TO GREATER PRODUCTION. TELL 
THEM WE'RE FOR UNLEASHING THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO OVERCOME THE 
ENERGY CRISIS. TELL THEM WE'RE FOR A FARM POLICY THAT PROMISES 
A FAIR RETURN TO FARMERS AND FAIRNESS TO CONSUMERS. 

AND, HAVING TOLD THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE WHAT WE'RE FOR, WE MUST 
GO FURTHER AND TELL THEM HOW WE CAN ACCOMPLISH OUR OBJECTIVES. BE-
CAUSE IF THERE'S ONE THING WE'VE LEARNED IN THIS UNPREDICTABLE 
ELECTION YEAR, IT'S THAT PEOPLE ARE THIRSTY FOR LEADERSHIP THAT 
CAN PROVIDE ANSWERS TO THEIR PRESSING PROBLEMS. SLOGANS AR~OT 
ENOUGH: ONLY WELL-REASONED RESPONSES WILL WIN THE CONFIDENCE OF 
VOTERS IN 1980. 
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I BELIEVE I KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT PROBLEMS AND THEIR SOLUTIONS. AS 
THE RANKING REPUBLICAN ON THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE, I DEAL 
NEARLY EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK WITH PROBLEMS THAT AFFECT THE ECONOMY, 
ENERGY, SOCIAL SECURITY, WELFARE REFORM, TAX REDUCTION AND HEALTH 
CARE -- THE BREAD AND BUTTER ISSUES THAT DETERMINE THE QUALITY OF 
LIFE IN KANSAS AND THE NATION. 

MY WORK ON THE FINANCE, AGRICULTURE AND JUDICIARY COMMITTEES HAS 
SERVED TO REMIND ME THAT GOVERNMENT CAN BE CREATIVE IN ADDRESSING 
PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS -- WITHOUT BECOMING REMOTE, INSENSITIVE OR WASTE-
FUL. 

I READ MANY LETTERS THAT COME TO ME FROM KANSANS, AND FROM PEOPLE 
THROUGHOUT AMERICA. THEY'RE NOT STRANGERS Ii~ SOME FOREIGN LAND1 

THOSE LETTER WRITERS - SOME ARE PROBABLY IN THIS AUDIENCE. THEY 
~J PROBLEMS. PROBLEMS BUY I NG SHOES FOR THE KIDS AND GROCER I ES 
FO\DINNER TABLE. PROBLEMS MEETING THE PAYROLL OR FINDING A JOB. 
PROBLEMS COPING WITH THE OCEAN OF PAPERWORK THAT WASHINGTON, D.C. 
CALLS FEDERAL REGULATION -- PROBLEMS MAKING A DECENT RETURN ON 
THEIR AGRICULTURAL OR BUSINESS INVESTMENT. 
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THAT'S WHAT POLITICS IS ALL ABOUT. THOSE ARE THE PEOPLE WE STRIVE 
TO SERVE. AND SERVICE, FOR AN INDIVIDUAL OR A PARTY, IS NEVER 
SOMETHING YOU LAY DOWN EASILY, NOR WALK AWAY FROM WITH A LIGHT 
HEART. 

A CAUSE ABOVE PARTISANSHIP 
'-TODAY IS NOT ONE FOR PARTISAi~SHIP ALONE. THIS CONVENTION, LIKE THE 

PARTY IT REPRESENTS, CARES DEEPLY ABOUT REACHING OUT TO PEOPLE 
IN NEED.1 TO PEOPLE PREVIOUSLY UNINVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS, 
TO THOUSANDS OF DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENT VOTERS WHO SHARE OUR 
CONVICTIONS AND WHO WILL SUPPORT OUR CANDIDATES IF GIVE~ GOOD 
REASONS. 

You Alm I CAN PROVIDE THOSE REASONS. 

WE LOVE POLITICS.1 OR WE WOULDN'T BE HERE. WE CAN BE, AND AT TIMES 
WE SHOULD BE, PARTISANS. WE CAi~ RAISE OUR VOICES. WE CAN EVE i ~ TAKE 
PRIDE IN THE FACT THAT THE POLICIES WE HAVE BEEN PROMOTING FOR MANY 
YEARS HAVE FINALLY ENLISTED THE SUPPORT OF A MAJORITY OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE. 
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BUT THESE THINGS ALONE DO\~OT WIN ELECTIOl~S. [~EITHER DO PROMISES. 
BUT SERVICE TO THE CITIZE~ AND TO THE VISION WE ALL SHARE OF A 
GREAT STATE AND THE GREATEST NATION IN THE WORLD -- THAT'S WHAT 
ENTITLES A PARTY TO GOVERN. 

A TIME TO TAKE STOCK 
SERVICE IS IN MY BLOOD. IT WAS THIRTY YEARS AGO, WHEN I FIRST 
RAN FOR THE KANSAS LEGISLATURE. IT IS TODAY, TWELVE YEARS AFTER 
THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE FIRST SENT ME TO REPRESENT THcM IN THE 
UNITED STATES SENATE. 

BUT THERE COMES A TIME IN MOST EVERY LIFE WHEN YOU TAKE STOCK OF 
WHO YOU ARE AND WHERE YOU WANT TO GO. YOU ASK YOURSELF HOW YOU 
CAN RENDER THE GREATEST SERVICE TO THE FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WHO 
HAVE SUPPORTED AND SUSTAINED YOU OVER THE YEARS. YOU ASK WHAT IS 
BEST FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY. 
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I'VE ASKED MYSELF SUCH QUESTIONS LATELY. I'VE PONDERED THE SATIS-
FACTIONS AS WELL AS THE FRUSTRATIONS OF WORK IN THE SENATE. I'VE 
THOUGHT ABOUT THE CHALLENGES OF THE PLACE, AND ABOUT THE IMPACT I'VE 
HAD IN KEY AREAS. 

I'VE THOUGHT ABOUT THE FRIENDSHIPS ESTABLISHED, ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 
AISLE, AND ABOUT THE KIND WORDS OF DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS WHO 
HAVE SAID PUBLICLY THAT BOB DOLE HAS BEEN A POSITIVE FORCE FOR 
CHANGE. THEY KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CARPING CRITIC AND A 
THOUGHTFUL ADVOCATE. THAT IS A DISTINCTION WORTH MAKING, AND WORTH 
REMEMBERING. 

FINALLY, I'VE THOUGHT ABOUT THIS STATE, WHAT IT MEANS TO ME, AND 
WHAT ITS PEOPLE HAVE GIVEN ME OVER THE YEARS. FOR NINETEEN YEARS, 
THEY HAVE HONORED ME WITH THEIR TRUST, AND PROVIDED ME ~ITH COUNTLESS 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PAY BACK THAT TRUST IN WAYS LARGE AND SMALL. 
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CAN I DO SOMETHING TO HELP KANSAS? 
THROUGHOUT MY CAREER, I'VE NEVER FORGOTTEN THE QUESTION WITH WHICH 
I LAUNCHED IT THIRTY YEARS AGO: WHAT COULD I DO TO SERVE THE PEOPLE 
OF KANSAS? I'VE PONDERED IT OFTEN THESE LAST FEW WEEKS, EVEN WHILE 
THINKING ABOUT THE ATTRACTIONS OF PRIVATE LIFE. AND IN THE END, 
THE ANSWER REMAINS THE SAME. 

~ I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT I AM A CANDIDATE FOR RE-ELECTION TO 
THE UNITED STATES SENATE. AND I AM MOVED TO SEEK YOUR SUPPORT 
IN A CAMPAIGN THAT CAN SWEEP THIS STATE IN NOVEMBER - AND HELP 
PUT RONALD REAGAN IN THE WHITE HOUSE NEXT JANUARY. IN THIS YEAR 
OF CRISIS AND OPPORTUNITY, ELIZABETH AND I WILL BE TRAVELING ALL 
ACROSS KANSAS, LISTENING TO VOTERS AND CARRYING OUR MESSAGE OF 
SERVICE AND COMMITMENT. WE PROMISE YOU A CAMPAIGN THAT IS 
VIGOROUS, A CAMPAIGN THAT IS ENTHUSIASTIC, A CAMPAIGN THAT IS 
FAIR IN THE HIGHEST TRADITION OF AMERICAN POLITICS. 
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IT IS NOT MERELY A PERSONAL VICTORY WE SEEK IN NOVEMBER. IT IS NOT 
SIMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT OF ONE PARTY OVER ANOTHER. BECAUSE WE KNOW 
THAT GREAT CHALLENGES LIE BEFORE US. THE EIGHTIES DEMAND FRESH 
IDEAS AND REPUBLICANS MUST PROVIDE THEM. AND WE MUST RETURN TO 
AN OLD IDEPlAS WELL -- TO THE ROLE THAT GOD INTENDED FOR THIS 
COUNTRY FROM THE MOMENT OF HER BIRTH -- AS THE LAST, BEST HOPE FOR 
FREEDOM ON A TIRED AND OPPRESSED GLOBE, WHERE TOO FEW MEN AND WOMEN 
BREATHE FREE. 

A VICTORY FOR KANSAS 
SO JOIN WITH ME, FELLOW REPUBLICANS, AND WIN A VICTORY, NOT FOR THE 
PARTY ALONE. WIN A VICTORY FOR THE FARMER. WIN A VICTORY FOR THE 
WORKING MAN AND WOMAN. WIN A VICTORY FOR THE POOR, THE HANDICAPPED, 
AND THE GENERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE YET TO COME INTO THEIR 
INHERITANCE. 

IT WON'T BE EASY, AND WE CANNOT DO IT ALONE -- I KNOW THIS FROM 
RECENT EXPERIENCE. WE WILL NEED THE HELP OF THOUSANDS OF KANSANS 
WHO SHARE OUR BELIEFS, AND ARE WILLING TO WORK TOGETHER IN A CAUSE 
GREATER THAN INDIVIDUAL AMBITION. 
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BUT THE PROBLEMS OF 1980 PALE BY CONTRAST WITH THE POTENTIAL. IT IS 
THAT POTENTIAL WE MUST REALIZE IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. WE WILL NOT 
RETREAT FROM OUR RESPONSIBILITY. WE WILL NOT BOW MEEKLY BEFORE 
THOSE WHO ARE SJ,TISFIED WITH AN AMERICA THAT IS SECOND BEST. WE 
WILL NOT ACCEPT THE CRUEL HOAX THAT SAYS AN ECONOMY MUST FIRST BE 
SLOWED TO A CRJ\l\BEFORE INFLATION CAN BE BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. K 
"THE OCCASION IS PILED HIGH WITH DIFFICULTY -- AND WE MUST RISE ' 
WITH THE OCCASION." 

WITH THOSE WORDS RINGING IN OUR EARS , WE WILL LEAVE THIS HALL 
UNITED FOR THE CAMPAIGN TO COME. WE WILL CARRY OUR MESSAGE THROUGH-
OUT THE STATE, AND ON NOVEMBER 4TH, YOU AND I AND THOUSANDS OF OUR 
NEIGHBORS WILL WIN A VICTORY NOT JUST FOR THEMSELVES, BUT FOR 
KANSAS. 
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