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' I GOT A LETTER THE OTHER DAY FRO~ A ~AN IN AKRON ~HO DESCRIBED 
HI MS ELF ti.s "P cn~lCEPNFD R.EPUBLI C/~JI". MY HRI TE~ H/\D BEEN 
/\TTEN!HNG LI~!CflLN D/l.Y Dlt'f\!EPS FOR M.ANY YEAP..S., .~~rn HE RAISED 
~~ IMTERFSTING POINT. 

"EVERY YFA.q/' HE WPOTF.., ''THE .AJlDIENCE IS TR~~TED Tn THE USU~L 
REPUBLICAN SPEECH OF THE NEED FOP A STRONG DEFENSE., LOWER 
PATES OF I~FLATION., ETC. MAKE NO MISTAKE.," HE WENT ON., "THIS 
Tft.LK IS Pl.Fl\SPlG TO MY EA.RS., Bl'T Sl!CH TALK HllS NOT 1110~1 N,!Y 
ELECT I CNS FOP. RFPl!BLI C~N CA~ID 1!1.l\TES I fl 
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THE MAN HAS A POINT. AS I ST~ND BEFORE vnu THIS EVENI~G, 
WE HAVE IN THE WHITE HOUSE A MAN WHO CONGR~TULATES HIMSELF 
n~l Tl.'R.NIMG IN A BUDGET $29 RILL.ION IM THE Rrn. WF. H~VE A 
G(l\/ERMMENT STPUCTUPE THPT SPENDS 38A nF THE EMTI RE GP.OSS 
MATI O~·~P.L PRODUCT I HE OPERA.TE A F[DEP.PL BUDGET THL\T HAS 
GROWN SIXFOLD IN LESS THAN A GENER~T10N, AND A NATIONAL 
DEBT THAT IS FAST APPROAOqNG A TPil...LIC'N DOLL~RS. 

THIS YE/1.R ALONE, THE PEOPLF. OF THE UNITEn STATES WILL SPEND 
MORE ON DEBT INTEREST THA,N OM f.NER.GY, FOREIGM .~ID, REVENUE 
SHARING, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, PnLLUTION CONTROL, AGRICULTURE, 
CIVIL SERVICE RETIREME~T, AND COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
TO CITIES SUCH AS AKRON. 

THE DEADENING EFFECTS OF BIG GOVERNMENT DON'T END THERE. 
/\MER.ICAN CONSU~~ERS HILL PAY AN ADDITIONAL HIJN!1RED BILLIO~! 
DOLLARS Hl 1979 BECAUSE GOVERNMENT H.~S BURDENED llS li.JITH A 
TOP-HEAVY .~MD C0U~TFR.PRODlJCTIVE REGl'l_ATORY SYSTEM TH.AT IS 
so USED TO SPYING NO THPT IT OVERLOOKS WHAT IT'S nnING TO • 
THE VERY llNDERPINMIMGS OF FREE ENTERPRISE. 
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JI~MY CARTER'S HOUSE OF CARDS 

NOW., IT'S TRUE TH/ff AT TP~ES WE REPUBLICANS HAVE GOTTEN llUNG 
llP ON NUMBER~ PEP..Hl\PS WE'VE BEEN sn co~~CEPJlED WITH T~lE 
ARITHr~ETIC OF FEDEPAL IRRESPONSIBILITY THAT WE HAVEN'T AL\N.L\YS 
CONVEYED OUR GR.ASP OF THE PERSmlAL CONSF.OIJENCE~ HE' VE 
TALKED ABOUT COMPETENCE I~STEAD OF CO~PASSION., WITHOUT REALIZING 
THAT GOVERNMENT MUST COMBINE BOTH TO BE GOOD. 

BUT CONSIDER THE ALTERNATIVE I I I' ABRAHAM LP!COLN S/-\ID YOU 
CAN'T FOOL ALL OF THE PEOPLE ALL OF THE TIME. PRESIDENT 
C~IFR AGREES· H!:'is~ SEIT! F EOR A SIMPLE MA,JORlJY. THE 
PRESIDENT HOPES TO CONVINCE ENOUGH A~ERICANS THAT THE LIBERAL 
DEMOCRAT THEY ELECTED IN 1976., THE MAN WHO ft_SS 1~ I LED PRES IDEMT 
FORD'S ECONOMIC POLICIES AS UNJUST TO THE WORKINGMAN AND 
v!OMP,N., THE SOCIAL EXPERIMENTER WHO PROMISED NATIONAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE AND A COMPLETE OVERHAUL 0F THE WELFARE SCANDAL., THE 
EFFICIENCY EXPERT WHO GUARANTEED A BALANCED BUDGET BY 1980--
HAS CHANGED HIS STRIPES AND--PRFST0--HAS BECOME A CLOSET 
REPL!BLICA.N I 
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BUT JIMMY CARTER HAS A PROBLEM. HIS PARTY IS FALLING APART. 
EVER SI ~KE THE G REA.T nEPRE~S I Ott I TS LEFT V:' I NG HAS REFUSED 
TO ACCEPT ANY DEVIATinN FROM A PLATFORM OF REDISTRIBUTION 
OF WEALTH. EVEM TODAY, IN THE FACF OF GROWING OUTRAGE FRO~ 
THE NATinN'S TAXPAYERS, THESE VISIONARIES TURNED MOSSBACKS 
ARE cnNTENT TO GO OM PROMISING BENEFITS FR0M A SEEMINGLY 
INEXHAUSTIBLE WELL, WITHOUT ASKING FOR THE EXERTION WE BELIEVE 
FnR~S THE FOUNDATION OF ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL FREEDOM . 

....... THE PRESIDENT KNOWS TH~HE KNOWS HE MUST PAPER OVER THE 
CR/lCKS THAT .~RE RAPIDLY UMDER~1INIMG HIS HOUSE OF CARDS. 
THAT'S WHY HE POINTS WITH PRIDE TO A $29 BILLION DEFICIT. 
THAT'S WHY HE BURIES HIS HEAD IN THE SAND OF FOREIGN POLICY, 
OVERLOOKING THE TURMOIL IN IRAN, THE ONGOING PENETRATinN OF 
AFRICA AND THE PERSIAN GDLF RY SOVIET AND CUBAN FORCES. 
THAT'S WHY HE PROCLAIMS RECOGNITION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
0F CHINA TO BE THE POLITICAL MILLENIUM, IGNORING ANY M0RAL 
OBLIGATIONS WE MIGHT ATTACH TO A GOOD AND VALUED ALLY ON 
TAIWAM. 
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MR. (ARTER PROMISES HIS LEFTWING CRITICS A LITTLE MORE NEW 
DEAL. THEN HE SPEAK~ OF ECONOMY. HE PROCLAIMS A NEW 
Fn~~DATinN, WITHnUT REAL.IZING TH6T HIS ECONOMIC pnLICIES 
ARE MAKING THE WHOLE HOUSE FALL DOWN. 

BUT CRITICISM COMES CHEAP. THESE DAYS OF DOl'RLE DIGIT INFL~.TIO~L 

If MAY BE THE ONLY THING THtlT DOES. THE THIMG TH~J MY .~KR.off 

LETTERWRITER SENSES IS THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE HAD 
ENOUGH OF r~ERE P .AR.TIS .ANSHIP~ THEY A~E TIRED OF SLOGANS IN 
PLACE OF SOUJTIONS,..._.THEY .l\R.E TURNED OFF TO MOST POLITICIANS, 
AND THEY WILL STAY TH~T WAY UNTIL WE GIVE THEM SOMETHING 
MO~E EXCITING THAN DENUNCIATIONS OF RED I~lK AND RFD TAPE. 

,,,,,,,, 
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IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR WE RFPUBl.ICANS TO DENOUNCE GOVERN~ENT AS 
TOO BIG OR TOO REMOTE. WE MUST ALSO REJECT IT WHEN IT BECOMES 
TOO llNFEELIMG OR TOO PJffERNALISTIC. UNDER THE GUISE OF 
LIBERAL CONCERN) MODERN GOVERNMENT ATTACHES MILLIONS OF 
PEOPLE IN LIFELONG DEPENDENCY. IT CARES LITTLE FnR OPENING 
UP THE ECOMOMY AND STIMULATING ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT--THf-\T 
WOULD CREATE JOBS AND FREE PEOPLE FROM ITS GRIP, INSTEAD) 
IT OPERATES UPON THE CONVICTION THAT 20TH CENTURY MAN REQUIRES 
DIRECTION FROM ABOVE. 

A POSITIVE ALTERN.ATIVE 

.., THAT'S NOT MY YISION Qf.AMERICA: NEITHEP IS IT YQlJqS; OUR 
- WL U /V1ERIC/-\ DOESN'T PRor~ISE TO REDISTRIBUTE ALL \VEALTH EQl!ALLY. 

INSTEAD) OUR AMERICA BELIEVES THAT EVERY MAN AND WOMAN SHOULD 
HAVE AN EQUAL CHANCE AT EARNING WEALTH. OUR AMERICA BELIEVES 
THA.T JOBS ARE BETTER THAN HANDOUTS) AND THE ONLY LASTING 
JOBS) THE KIND THAT FORM THE ECONOMIC FOIJNDPTION OF AKRON) 
ARE BEST CREATED BY PRIVATE) MOT PUBLIC MEA~!S. 
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OUR AMERICA BELIEVES IN ECONOMIC EXPANSION INSTEAD OF REGULATORY 
RETR.EAT. OUR AMERICA WOllLD KEEP ITS WOP.D TO ALLIES ABROAD AS 
WELL AS TO THE PEOPlf AT HOME. 

AND WE ARE NOT ALONE. THAT'S WHAT MAKES THIS YEAR'S ROUND 
OF LINCOLN DAY DINNERS SOMETHING MORE EXCITING THAN THE 
RITUALISTIC PROCLAMATIONS OF VICTORY IN THE UNCERTAIN FUTURE. 

"'THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DON'T HANT A MEW FOllND/~TIOMJ THEY WANT 
AN OLD FAITH. THEY WANT A GOVERN~ENT THAT CAN BE RESPECTED ---FOR ITS COMPETENCE AS WELL AS ITS HONESTY) A GOVERNMENT THAT 
RESPECTS AND ENCOURAGES THEIR INDIVIDUAL ASPIRATIONS FOR 
SUCCESS I w WANT TO BE IMDEPENDENT OF GOVERNMENT I ~ 

WANT THE INDEPENDENCE THAT COMES WITH A WEEKLY PAYCHECK) THE 
INDEPENDENCE THAT ENABLES A FAMILY TO FEED AND CLOTHE ITSELF) 
TO LIVE IN A HOUSE OF THEIR mm CHOOSING) TO SEND THEIR 
CHILDREN TO A SCHOOL OF THEIR CHOICE. THAT'S WHAT WE 
REPUBLICANS WANT) TOO. 
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TO REPUBLICAr!S I~! P. KRO~L AS f-\.LL P.CRnss P.~1EqICA_, I SAY LET'S 
MOT BLOW IT. (tET'S NOT PERMIT THIS OPPORTUrHTY FOR GENUINE 
1~Nr LAST I MG REALIGNr~E~lT Tn SLIP THPOUGH (H!R FPlGEP.S. PErJ~LE 

WI LL VOTE FOR HOPE) WE MUST GI VE IT TO THEM, WE MUST CONV I MCE 
THEM THAT R.EPURLI C/1.MS C~, P.E MOPE FOR PEOPLE THAN PROFIT$. Wt 

t 

MUST ADVOCATE_, M0T GREED_, BUT PERS0MAL GROWTH,' NnT INDIVim'/.\.L 
SELFISHNESS BUT INDIVIDUAL SELF-REALIZATION. 

\
1IE MUST GIVE THEM IDEAS TO CLHJG T0_, I~MOVATIVF IDFAS THAT 
REAR. NO RESEMBLANCE TO THE OLn nE~~ncR.~TI c CO~ICEPT OF GOVERMMF.NT 
.A~ .ALL-KN0HING ARBITER OF P~IVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE. M\!D 
THEN HE MUST GO OUT AND CONVINCE THEM THAT WE CAN PUT THESE 
IDEAS I~TO PRACTICE. 

IN THE WOPDS OF /\BPAHAM LI ~!CnLM, "\•!E MUST DI SENTHR.AL OL'RSELVF::S, 
-.........AND THEN WE s~~ALL SAVE rn1R cou~lTRY." 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 8 of 20



-9-

ENDING REGULATORY DICTATORSHIP 

THE FIRST STEP TOWARD ECONOMIC AND INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM IS AN 
ECONOMY WHERE PRODL1CTIVITY IS ENCOURAGED IMSTEAD OF STRA.NGLED. 
SADLYJ THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS LONG SINCE PASSED THE STAGE 
OF IMPARTIAL REFEREE BETWEEN BUSINESS AND CONSUMER. TODAYJ 
OVER 80 REGULATORY AGENCIES AND MORE THAN lOOJOOO FEDERAL 
WORKERS HAVE AS THEIR SOLE FUNCTION TELLING OTHFR AMERICANS 
WHAT GOVERNMENT HAS SAID THEY CANNnT DO. THE OFFICE OF 
M/\NP,GEMENT AND BUDGET HAS ESTIMATED THE COST OF Sl 1CH REGUUnION 
AS HIGH AS $130 BIL.LION--ROUGHLY F0.UAL T0 $2JOOO FOR EVERY 
A.MERIC.4N FAMILY. THAT'S ENOL1GH TO PROVIDE EVERY AMERICM! 
WITH A YEAR'S SUPPLY OF FREE GROCERIES. NEED I SAY MOPE 
ABOUT THE IMPACT OF BIG GOVERNMENT ON THE DA.ILY LIFE OF 
/1,KRON? 
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BUT THERE'S A HIDDEN PRICE AS WELL. BECAUSE THAT $130 BILLION 
Is WITHHELD FROM IMVEST~EMT J .A~m BECAUSF PffL.JlTI m~ !.INDERMI NES 
THE PLANS OF PRIVlHE INDUSTRY TO MnDERMIZE ITS PLM!T AMD 
EQUIPMENT) THE RATE OF PRODUCTIVITY IN THIS cnUNTRY HAS SLO~ED 
TO A HALT. THAT MEANS FEWER JOBS FOR AKRnN. IT MEANS 
AN ECONOMY THAT .~OVES IN FITS I THE PE0°LE OF AKRO~l 

GET HlT BOTH WAY~. YOU PAY THE PRICE FOR REGULATION) 
~ND FOR THE INFLATION IT PROMOTES. 

JLOWJ ~m OME Wnltn S[!GGEST THJ\T WE ARANPOM M..L REGllLATintL 
TH/1.T HE P·l\/ITE THE SHODDY OR UNS.~FE PRODl!CT ON THE MARKET J -THPT l1IF OVERLOOK UNCLEP1N AIR OR POLL!.!TEn HJHEP .. 

'BUT.[A~'l,WE FIMD M0RE PRnDUCTIVE HAYS OF POLICING FREI 
ENTERPRISE? ~.!'T HE FIND ft. MORE CREATIVE A.PPROACH TO THE za 
PROBLEM? WHY.£A~J'T V'E TRY INCENTIVES) SUCH A.S TAX RELIEF 
FOR SOCIALLY RFSPOMSIRLE cnMPANIESJ I~ LIEU OF THE CURRE~T 
TnP-H[~ VY Atim ALL Tno ClFTEN COIY·lTFRPRODI lfTIVE REG! !L.~TORY ~ACH I ~!ERY? 
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BUT IT Is NOT JllST BUS I NESS THAT Sl.1FFERS FROM FEDERft.L GOBBLEDYGOOK I 

IT'S THE AVERAGE AMERICP.M., YOl! AND L WHO FHID OllRSELVES TURNED 
OFF RY SUCH BIZ/l.RRE DOUBLETALK AS THE OCCUPATIO~JAL . Y 
AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATIOM'S DEFI NITION OF THE WOR_ "EXIT". 
I QUOTE: "THAT PORT I ON OF .A MEANS OF EGRESS WHICH IS ' 
SEPARATED FROM ALL OTHER SPACES OF THE BUI LDH!G OR STRUCTURE 
BY COMSTRllCTION OR EQUIPMENT AS REQUIRED IN THIS SUB-PART 
TO PROVIDE A PROTECTED WAY OF TRAVEL TO THE EXIT DISCHARGE." 
IF THAT MAKES SENSE Tn YOU., YOU'RE PROBABLY A JERRY BROWN 
!.1EMOCRAT. -

A NE11! HOOVER cnMMISSI ON 

ONCE AGAIN., IT'S NOT ENOUGH FOR REPUBLICN~S TO CRITICIZE REGULATION. 
NOW WE MUST DO SO~ETHING CONCRETE. I'VE SUGGESTED A NEW HOOVER 
COMMISSION., PATTERNED ON THE TWO CREATED AFTER WORLD WAR II., 
WHICH TOGETHER SAVED AMERICAN TAXPAYERS BETWEEN $8 AND $12 
BILLION IN NEEDLESS BUREAUCRACY. 
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SUCH A COMMISSION WOllLD BE EMPOWERED TO INVESTIGATE AND RECOMMEND 
CHANGES H-! THE BEWILDERING ARRAY OF BOARDS) COMMISSIOMSJ 
COMMITTEES) BLUE RIBBOfll PANELS AND JUST PUUM BOONDOGGLES THAT 
CURRENTLY PASS FOR A REGULATORY SYSTEM IN P.MFRICP. A.ND TO 
HEAD SUCH A COMMISSION) I HAVE pqoposED THE ONE MAN WHO CARRIES 
THE UNIQUE PRESTIGE AND INFLllENCE ~.CCORDED PRESIDEJIT HOOVER 
IN 1947. I WAS HONORED TO RUN WITH GERALD FORD IN 1976) 
AMD I CAN TELL YOU FROM IMTIMATE KNOWLEDGE THAT N0 ONE WOULD 
MAKE A FINER LEADER FOR THIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE BUREAUCRATIC 
CRUSADERS. 

A MANDATED BALANCED BUDGET 

IF REGULATION CAN BE REGULATED THEN S CAN THE FEDERAL BUDGET. 
I E INTROD~EP A cmlSIITUTF1N.AL Ar~EWJ)FMT THPJ v1n1JLD ~1Af'l!JATE . 
A B.~LA.NCED BUDGET AMD RESPllNSIBLY REDUCF FEDER.l\L SPENDING 
TO 18 PERCENT OF THE GNP. MY AMENDMENT WOULD ALLOW FOR 
FLEXIBILITY--FOR AN IJMBft.LANCED BUDGET) IF ~ECESSARYJ IN TWO 
OUT OF EVERY FIVE YEARS. 
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IT WOULD PERMIT SPFNDING TO RISE ABOVE THIS 18 PERCENT LIMIT 
IF 2/3 OF THE CONGRESS WERE WILLING TO VOTE FOR SUCH A RISE. 
NEEDLESS TO SAY, IN TIMES OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY, WHETHER 
MILITARY OR ECONOMIC, THE FEDERAL BUDGET WOllLD NOT BE TRAPPED 
BY UNREALISTIC DEMANDS. 

SUCH AN AMENDMENT WOULD SET FORTH, ONCE AND FOR ALL, THE 
POLICY OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT NOT TO BURDEN GENERATIONS 
YET UNBORN WITH A HEAVY LOAD OF DEBT SERVICE, NOR WEAKEN THE 
DOMESTIC ECONOMY BY DRAWING OFF CAPITAL AND UNDERMINING THE 
DOLLAR AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

I PREFER TO SEE MY AMEND~ENT ADOPTED BY TRADITIONAL MEANS. 
BUT IF THE CONGRESS IS UNWILLING TO ACCEPT WHAT THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE WANT, I CANNOT HIDE BEHIND LEG.AL.ISTIC FEARS ABOLIT 
THE POSSIBLE PROBLEMS OF A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. TO DO 
so wnULD BE A TRIUMPH OF TI~IDITY OVER COURAGE. IT W0ULD 
1. ·DISHONEST POLITICS AND DANGEROUS ECONOMICS. 
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WE REPUBLICANS MUST MAKE THIS ISSUE OUR OWN. IF THERE ARE 
PROBLEMS WITH A CONVENTION, LET'S SOLVE THEM. BUT, WHATEVER 
~IE DO, LET'S NOT BE /-\FRAID TO PROPOSE A NEW OR UNUSUAL SOLl'TION 
TO AN OLD AND DEA.DLY PROBLE!"l. NOTH I NG ELSE WOULD DO .~S MUCH 
TO PROMOTE A REBIRTH OF CITIES LIKE THIS ONE, A RENEWAL 
FUNDED WITH PRIVATE DOLLARS AND JOBS THAT ARE NOT CREATED IN 
CONGRESS I 0NAL HEAR. HlG ROOMS Bl'T BECAUSE .~ STRONG Jl.ND EXPA.~n I NG 
ECONOMY RFQUIRES THEM. 

THE ROPD TO TO~ORROW 

THESE IDEJ.\S MAY NOT BE THE ULTIMATE SOUJTIONS. I WELCOME YOUR 
COMMENTS AND YOUR CRITICISMS. BUT I WILL NOT YIELD IN MY 
cn~VICTH1M THAT WE REPUBL.IceNs M!ISJ f0RN IH~ l:ONFinENCE Of 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. WE MUST BE LEADERS, NOT FOLLOWERS OR 
REACTORS. WE HAVE THE IDEAS. WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE. 
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~E LIVE ON A TIRED OLD GLOBE IN A DANGEROUS AGE FOR FREEDOM. 
HE O\i!E Ol.IR N~.TION MORE THAN MERE PARTISAN CRITICISM OF THE 
ADMINISTRA.TinN IN OFFICE. WE OWE THE C01'~lTR.Y WE LOVE SOLl'TI()NS 
TO PROBLEMS WHICH THE PARTY IN POWER HAS FAILED TO SOLVE. 
WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO TALK COMMON SENSE TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE_, T0 MAKE N0 PRO~ISES WE C./\NMOT KEEP_, BUT LEVEL WITH 
THEM ABOl'T THE PA I NFllL CHO ICES AHEAD I 

THE GREAT NEW ENGLAND POET_, ROBERT FROST_, ONCE WROTE A POEM 
ABOUT THE AGONY OF CHOICE. HE CALLE~ IT THE ROAD NOT TAKEN_, 
AMD HIS ADVICE HOLDS TRUE FOR. ~lATIQNS P.S HELL ~.S IMDIVIDlJALS 

"TWO ROADS DIVERGED IN ~ YELLO~ WOOD 
AND SORRY I COULD NOT TRAVEL BOTH 
AMfl BE O~lE TRAVELER_, LOMG I STflOD 
.~ND LOOKED DOWN 0NF. AS F.AR AS I cm ILD 
TO WHERE IT RENT IN THF. UNDERGROWTH; 

TWO ROADS DIVERGED IN A WOOD_, AND I-
I TOOK THE ONE LESS TRAVELED BY_, 
AND THftT HAS MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE." 

I I I 
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AS A PAqTY AND A NATION, WE STAND Tnn~Y AT A CROSSROADS OF 
CHANGE. LIKE FROST'S TRAVELEP, WE MIGHT LIKE TO TRAVEL BOTH, 
TO HAVE THE GOOD LIFE WITHOUT COST, TO SPEND MORE THAN ~E 
FAPN, Tn P~Of'<1ISE PEOPLE THE MOON Arm THF STAPS I~lSTEflD m= 
wnRLDLY REALITY. 

BUT THE ROP.1DS D IVERGL AND WE Ml'ST CHOOSE. nn 'AIE OPT Ff'R 
~~ORE nF THE SPr"1E, FOR GOVERN~~EMT BY CHP'. RGE CARD, FOR THE SL.Ovl, 
STEADY EROSION OF IWJIVIDUA.L OPPORTUNITY? DO WE AB/.\NDml THF 
CITIES TO GOVERNME~lT'S G00D IMTENTIONS M!D STUMBLIMG IMC.APt\CITIES? 
OR DO WE CHOOSE THE ROAD LESS TAKEN, MAKING FREE ENTERPRISE 
TRULY FREE, OPENING DOORS TO E0UAL PARTICIPATION IN THE 
AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY? THE CHOICE MUST BE MADE. THE 
CHOICE IS YOURS. WHAT WILL IT BE? 
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

SUMvIIT COUNTY LINCOLN DAY DINNER 

Akron, Ohio 

February 17, 1979 

I got a letter the other day from a man in Akron who described himself as "a concerned Repub-
lican". My writer had been attending Lincoln Day Dinners for many years, and he raised an 
interesting point. 

"Every year," he wrote, "the audience is treated to the usual Republican speech of the need 
for a strong defense, lower rates of inflation, etc. Make no mistake," he went on, "this 
talk is pleasing to my ears, but such talk has not won any elections for Republican candidates." 

The man has a point. As I stand before you this evening, we have in the White House a man 
who congratulates himself on turning in a budget $29 billion in the red. We have a govern-
ment structure that spends 38% of the entire Gross National Product. We operate a federal 
budget that has grown sixfold in less than a generation, and a national debt that is fast 
approaching a trillion dollars. 

This year alone, the people of the United States will spend more on debt interest than on 
energy, foreign aid, revenue sharing, science and technology, pollution control, agriculture, 
civil service retirement, and community and regional development to cities such as Akron. 

The deadening effects of big government don't end there. American consumers will pay an addi-
tional hundred billion dollars in 1979 because government has burdened us with a top-heavy 
and counterproductive regulatory system that is so used to saying no that it overlooks what 
it's doing to the very underpinnings of free enterprise. 

JIMMY CARTER'S HCXJSE OF CARDS 

Now, it's true that at times we Republicans have gotten hung up on numbers. Perhaps we've 
been so concerned with the arithmetic of federal irresponsibility that we haven't always 
conveyed our grasp of the personal consequences. We've talked about competence instead of 
compassion, without realizing that government must combine both to be good. 

But consider the alternative ... Abraham Lincoln said you can't fool all of the people all 
of the time. President Carter agrees; he'll settle for a simple majority. The President 
hopes to convince enough Americans that the liberal Democrat they elected in 1976, the man 
who assailed President Ford's economic policies as unjust to the workingman and woman, the 
social experimenter who promised national health insurance and a complete overhaul of the 
welfare scandal, the efficiency expert who guaranteed a balanced budget by 1980--has changed 
his strips and--PRESTO--has become a closet Republican. 

But Jimmy Carter has a problem. His party is falling apart. Ever since the Great Depression, 
its left wing has refused to accept any deviation from a platform of redistribution of wealth. 
Even today, in the face of growing outrage from the nation's taxpayers, these visionaries 
turned mossbacks are content to go on promising benefits from a seemingly inexhaustible well, 
without asking for the exertion we believe forms the foundation of economic and political 
freedom. 

The President knows this. He knows he must paper over the cracks that are rapidly undermining 
his house of cards. That's why he points with pride to a $29 billion deficit. That's why 
he buries his head in the sand of foreign policy, overlooking the turmoil in Iran, the ongoing 
penetration of Africa and the Persian Gulf by Soviet and Cuban forces. That's why he proclaims 
recognition of the People's Republic of China to be the political millenium, ignoring any moral 
obligations we might attach to a good and valued ally on Taiwan. 

- -more- -
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Mr. Carter promises his left wing critics a little more New Deal. Then he speaks of economy. 
He proclaims a New Foundation, without realizing that his economic policies are making the 
whole house fall down. 

But criticism comes cheap. These days of double digit inflation, it may be the only thing 
that does. The thing that my Akron letterwriter senses is that the American people have had 
enough of mere partisanship. They are tired of slogans in place of solutions. They are turned 
off to most politicians, and they will stay that way until we give them something more exciting 
than denunciations of red ink and red tape. 

It is not enough for we Republicans to denounce government as too big or too remote. We must 
also reject it when it becomes too unfeeling or too paternalistic. Under the guise of liberal 
concern, modern government attaches millions of people in lifelong dependency. It cares little 
for opening up the economy and stimulating entrepreneurial spirit--that would create jobs and 
free people from its grip. Instead, it operates upon the conviction that 20th century man 
requires direction from above. 

A POSITIVE ALTERNATIVE 

That's not my vision of America. Neither is it yours. Our American doesn't promise to re-
distribute all wealth equally. Instead, our America believes that every man and woman should 
have an equal chance at earning wealth. Our America believes that jobs are better than hand-
outs, and the only lasting jobs, the kind that form the economic foundation of Akron, are best 
created by private, not public means. 

Our America believes in economic expansion instead of regulatory retreat. Our America would 
keep its word to allies abroad as well as to the people at home. 

And we are not alone. That's what makes this year's round of Lincoln Day Dinners something 
more exciting than the ritualistic proclamations of victory in the uncertain future. 

The American people don't want a New Foundation, they want an old faith. They want a govern-
ment that can be respected for its competence as well as its honesty, a government that re-
spects and encourages their individual aspirations for success. They want to be independent 
of government. They want the independence that comes with a weekly paycheck, the indepen-
dence that enables a family to feed and clothe itself, to live in a house of their own choosing, 
to send their children to a school of their choice. That's what we Republicans want, too. 

To Republicans in Akron, as all across America, I say let's not blow it. Let's not permit 
this opportunity for genuine and lasting realignment to slip through our fingers. People will 
vote for hope. We must give it to them. We must convince them that Republicans care more for 
people than profits. We must advocate, not greed, but personal growth, not individual selfish-
ness but individual self-realization. 

We must give them ideas to cling to, innovative ideas that bear no resemblance to the old 
Democratic concept of government as all-knowing arbiter of private and public life. And then 
we must go out and convince them that we can put these ideas into practice. 

In the words of Abraham Lincoln, "We must disenthral ourselves, and then we shall save our 
country." 

ENDING REGULATORY DICTATORSHIP 

The first step toward economic and individual freedom is an economy where productivity is 
encouraged instead of strangled. Sadly, the federal government has long since passed the 
stage of impartial referee between business and consumer. Today, over 80 regulatory agencies 
and more than 100,000 federal workers have as their sole function telling other Americans what 
government has said they cannot do. The Office of Management and Budget has estimated the 
cost of such regulation as high as $130 billion--roughly equal to $2,000 for every American 
family. That's enough to provide every American with a year's supply of free groceries. 
Need I say more about the impact of big government on the daily life of Akron? 

But there's a hidden price as well. Because that $130 billion is withheld from investment, 
and because inflation undermines the plans of private industry to modernize its plant and 
equipment, the rate of productivity in this country has slowed to a halt. That means fewer 
jobs for Akron. It means an economy that moves in fits. The people of Akron get hit both 
ways. You pay the price for regulation, and for the inflation it promotes. 

Now, no one would suggest that we abandon all regulation, that we invite the shoddy or unsafe 
product on the market, that we overlook unclean air or polluted water. 

- -more- -
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But can't we find more productive ways of policing free enterprise? Can't we find a more 
creative approach to the problem? Why can't we try incentives, such as tax relief for socially 
responsible companies, in lieu of the current top-heavy and all too often counterproductive 
regulatory machinery? 

But it's not just business that suffers from federal gobbledygook. It's the average American, 
you and I, who find ourselves turned off by such bizarre doubletalk as the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration's definition of the word "exit". I quote: "that portion of a means 
of egress which is separated from all other spaces of the building or structure by construction 
or equipment as required in this sub-part to provide a protected way of travel to the exit 
discharge." If that makes sense to you, you're probably a Jerry Brown Democrat. 

A NEW HOOVER CCJ.MISSION 

Once again, it's not enough for Republicans to criticize regulation. Now we must do something 
concrete. I've suggested a new Hoover Commission, patterned on the two created after World 
War II, which together saved .American taxpayers between $8 and $12 billion in needless bureau-
cracy. 

Such a commission would be empowered to investigate and recommend changes in the bewildering 
array of boards, commissions, committees, blue ribbon panels and just plain boondoggles that 
currently pass for a regulatory system in America. And to head such a commission, I have 
proposed the one man who carries the unique prestige and influence accorded President Hoover 
in 1947. I was honored to run with Gerald Ford in 1976, and I can tell you from intimate 
knowledge that no one would make a finer leader for this campaign against the bureaucratic 
crusaders. 

A MANDATED BALANCED BUDGET 

If regulation can be regulated, then so can the federal budget, I've introduced a Constitu-
tional amendment that would mandate a balanced budget and responsibly reduce federal spending 
to 18 percent of the GNP. My amendment would allow for flexibility~-for an unbalanced budget, 
if necessary, in two out of every five years. 

It would pennit spending to rise above this 18 percent limit if 2/3 of the Congress were 
willing to vote for such a rise. Needless to say) in times of national emergency, whether 
military or economic, the federal budget would not be trapped by unrealistic demands. 

Such an amendment would set forth, once and for all, the policy of the .American government not 
to burden generations yet unborn with a heavy load of debt service, nor weaken the domestic 
economy by drawing off capital and undermining the dollar at home and abroad. 

I prefer to see my amendment adopted by traditional means. But if the Congress is unwilling 
to accept what the American people want, I cannot hide behind legalistic fears about the pos-
sible problems of a Constitutional Convention. To do so would be a triumph of timidity over 
courage. It would be dishonest politics and dangerous economics. 

We Republicans must make this issue our own. If there are problems with a convention, let's 
solve them. But, whatever we do, let's not be afraid to propose a new or unusual solution to 
an old and deadly problem. Nothin else would do as much to promote a rebirth of cities like 
this one, a renewal funded with private dollars and jobs that are not created in Congressional 
hearing rooms but because a strong and expanding economy requires them. 

THE ROAD TO TOM)RROW 

These ideas may not be the ultimate solutions. I welcome your comments and your criticisms. 
But I will not yield in my convicti.on that we Republicans must earn the confidence of the 
American people. We must be the leaders 1 not followers or reactors. We have the ideas. We 
have the expertise. 

We live on a tired old globe in a dangerous age for freedom. We owe our nation more than mere 
partisan criticism of the administration in office. We owe the country we love solutions to 
problems which the party in power has failed to solve. We have an obligation to talk common 
sense to the American people, to make no promises we cannot keep, but level with them about 
the painful choices ahead. 

The great New England poet, Robert Frost, once wrote a poem about the agony of choice. He 
called it 'The Road Not Taken'; and his advice holds true for nations as well as individuals 
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Two roads diverged in a yellow wood 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

As a party and a nation, we stand today at a crossroads of change. Like Frost's traveler, we might like to travel both, to have the good life without cost, to spend more than we earn, to promise people the moon and the stars instead of worldly reality. 
But the roads diverge, and we must choose. Do we opt for more of the same, for govenrment by charge card, for the slow, steady erosion of individual opportunity? Do we abandon the cities to government 's good intentions and stumbling capacities? Or do we choose the road less taken, making free enterprise truly free, opening doors to equal participation in the American success story? The choice must be made. The choice is yours. What will it be? 

--30--
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