This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY GOP BREAKFAST

Tampa, Florida

Friday, October 27, 1978

Traditionally, the party out of power focuses its off-year election campaign on what's
wrong with the party in power. For a long, long time we've grown accustomed to this role,
perhaps too comfortable with it. And this year is no exception.

Republican candidates are pointing out the deficiencies of the President and his allies
in Congress, the foreign and domestic policy failures, the woefully inadequate economic,
energy, farm, health care, and urban initiatives of the majority party. Frankly, it's
not hard to construct a pretty convincing case against the Democrats.

But is it enough for us to say the Democrats are bad and we're available? Don't we risk
prolonging the perception of our party as a party of political "againsters”, a party that
cares for the haves and not the have-nots, those who can help themselves and not those who need
help? Isn't it time for Republican politicians and office holders to tell the American

people what we stand for, not just what we are against?

OPPORTUNITY IN 1978

Our party has a tremendous opportunity in 1978 to offer to the voters of America attractive
alternatives to more-of-the-same policies which have ushered in an era of high taxation,
high unemployment, double-digit inflation, and overzealous government regulation.

END OF AN ERA

The era is over when politicians can buy political power with taxpayers' dollars. The
people are demanding an end to the "tax and tax, spend and spend" philosophy which has
dominated our government for far too long.

No one issue is more reflective of the public mood and none holds greater political promise
for the Republican party than the state of the American economy.

WAGE AND PRICE PROGRAMS

In the next few months, there will be considerable attention on the new "voluntary" wage
and price programs initiated by the Administration. Clearly, the President is right in
focusing national attention on inflation. It is no secret that prices are skyrocketing.
In fact, this year the rise in the Consumer Price Index will be twice as high as it was

in the last year of the Ford Administration. Administration officials now speak in terms
of slowing inflation next year to 7%. However, with further increases in the minimum wage
and Social Security taxes slated next year, even those projections are optimistic.

I don't believe that a complicated and bureaucracy-laden set of price and wage controls will
work. Business doesn't think so, labor doesn't think so and consumers don't think this will
work. Certainly, if we examine our past experiences with this type of program, we are
flirting with another disaster--particularly if "voluntary" controls become mandatory controls.

--more--
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The Administration's program is only treating the symptoms of inflation, not the cause.
We need to reduce federal spending, stop the government's printing press and free up
money for private ventures. We need to cut back on needless and senseless government
requlation that, according to some estimates, adds as much as $100 billion a year to the
price tag of the goods we buy. We need to increase productivity. There is no question
that the Tlack of increases in American productivity has contributed to inflation. The
productivity of the American work force, measured over the last 10 years, has been less
than a quarter of that of Japan. Even the troubled economy of Great Britain has greater
productivity than does the United States. I believe we need to increase incentives,
through the tax system for instance, to reverse the trend.

We won't get a handle on inflation--and the high taxes it mandates--until we restore fiscal
sanity in Washington, slow the inexorable growth of government spending, eliminate huge
budget deficits, and restore public confidence in the American economy--confidence that
every dollar spent by government will be an investment in America's future, not an
additional mortgage on our children and our children's children.

EROSION OF CONFIDENCE

Inflation has eroded the taxpayers' confidence in the fairness of our tax system. Today,
if a taxpayer's salary goes up to accommodate for inflation, the taxpayer ends up paying
more taxes than before the salary increase. So he's hit from both sides--higher taxation
and higher prices. The tax reduction bill just passed by Congress, welcome as it may be
to hard-pressed taxpayers, isn't really going to help that much. In fact, despite the
$18.7 billion tax cut, more than 80% of our nation's taxpayers will receive a tax increase
on January 1. One of the main reasons is that Social Security taxes will climb next year
by as much as $260 and they will continue to climb thereafter.

NATIONAL HEALTH CARE

Another problem urgently needing attention is national health care. To date, federal
health programs have not reduced the percentage of income older Americans expend on medical
services by one point. But costly, comprehensive national health insurance proposals are
not the answer. They will only further the inflation spiral in health care costs.

But if comprehensive federal action in the health care field is wrong, and if we, as Repub-
licans, oppose it, isn't it time to recognize that government-supported catastrophic health
care insurance can alleviate the financial hardship of major medical expense without creating
disincentives for preventive care and cost control? I think it is.

PROGRAMS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

While the problems of taxflation and overregulation have destructive efforts on everyone,
they have an almost deadly impact on older Americans and others living on fixed incomes.
In the past, when we have talked of assisting senior citizens, too often we thought only
in terms of more protective care services. If we want to address the special concerns of
older citizens, I suggest we can help the most by first controlling inflation, taxes, and
government spending. Controls in these areas will go a long way towards solving the
financial problems encountered by older citizens.

HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ARMS RACE

In the international arena, Republicans have traditionally insisted upon respect for human
rights around the globe. And we've insisted that American maintain the military strength
it needs so that the time will never come when we will no longer be able to negotiate with
our adversaries, but only agree to the terms presented to us.

Of course, we share with President Carter a fervent hope for an end to the ever-escalating
arms race. No responsible politician wants to see our nation spend hundreds of billions of
dollars year after year in a fruitless battle with the Russians for nuclear superiority.
But we can't afford to be blind to reality. We must be ever vigilant and strong, aware
that the Soviets have repeatedly violated arms agreements and other treaties when it suits
their national needs.

SALT I1I

Now, within a few weeks, the Senate will be asked to ratify a new arms Timitation treaty.
I believe that a good treaty, one which adequately protects the United States' interest,
would be welcomed at an early date. But indications so far are that the SALT II Treaty
will have several major flaws.

--more--
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The current draft agreements would put no serious restraint on the Soviet MIRVed ICBM force,
thus insuring the vulnerability of our land-based deterrent.

The agreements would seriously Timit or prohibit our ability to assure the survivability of
our ICBM force through mobile-basing options.

The agreements would give up the valuable options of ground-launched and sea-launched
intermediate-range cruise missiles.

The agreements would leave the Soviet backfire intermediate/strategic bomber free of any
meaningful restraints.

And the agreements would accept a standard of verification that may require an unacceptable
amount of trust in Soviet compliance.

The stakes are too high and Soviet ability to stretch interpretation is too well established
for us to accept anything less than ironclad verification, which should include extensive
on-site inspection by both sides.

I think we have to keep in mind, all the time, that recognized self-interest will be the
prinaipal determination of whether or not the Soviet Union fully complies with any agreement.

It just seems to me that we're going to have to give something of this magnitude a great
deal of sober reflection.

COOPERATION WITH GOVERNMENT

Our party can do a lot for the American people. We have the right--indeed, the obligation--
to oppose misdirected and unproductive spending at every level of government. But, too,

as the party of opposition, we have the obligation to put forward positive initiatives,

new approaches to the needs of the 20th century.

When our opponents argue that our resources, housing and other social problems are too
complex for simple solutions, let us respond: yes, no government planner will provide the
answer. Only the ingenuity and efforts of millions of people acting in cooperation with
government can meet this challenge.

You and I are heirs to history's greatest legacy, the most successful nation on earth.
But when we talk about being the party of freedom--defending the free enterprise system,
freeing people from government regulation and over-taxation, getting the government out
of our private 1ives--these are commendable goals, but they are not abstract goals. And
our party was not founded--nor will it survive--on abstractions.

The Republican party was born in the greatest struggle for human 1iberty this nation has
ever known. We extended and expanded human freedom in a very real, tangible way. Time
has passed. The world is a very different place. But our founding purpose--the extension
and expansion of human liberty--remains the same--at home and abroad.

And that is the banner we carry, the purpose we must articulate, this year, next year,
and in the decades that 1ie before us.

< A0=
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REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES ARE POINTING OUT THE DEFICIENCIES

OF THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ALLIES IN CONGRESS, THE FOREIGN
AND DOMESTIC POLICY FAILURES, THE WOEFULLY INADEQUATE
ECONOMIC, ENERGY, FARM, HEALTH CARE, AND URBAN INITIATIVES
OF THE MAJCRITY PARTY. FRANKLY, IT’S NOT HARD TO COMSTRUCT
A PRETTY CONVINCING CASE AGAINST THE DEMOCRATS.

BUT IS IT ENOUGH FCR US TN SAY THE DEMOCRATS ARE BAD

AND WE'RE AVAILABLE? DON'T WE RISK PROLONGING THE
PERCEPTION OF OUR PARTY AS A PARTY OF PCLITICAL "AGAINSTERS”,
A PARTY THAT CARES FOR THE HAVES AND NOT THE HAVE-NOTS,

THOSE WHO CAN HELP THEMSELVES AMD NOT THOSE WHO NEED

HELP? ISN'T IT TIME FOR REPUBLICAN POLITICIANS AND

OFFICE HOLDERS TO TELL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHAT WE

STAND FOR, NOT JUST WHAT WE ARE AGAINST?
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OPPORTUNITY IN 1978

OUR PARTY HAS A TREMENDOUS OPPCRTUNITY IN 1978 TO OFFER
TO THE VOTERS OF AMERICA ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATIVES TO
MORE-OF-THE-SAME POLICIES WHICH HAVE USHERED IN AN

ERA OF HIGH TAXATION, HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT, DOUBLE-DIGIT
INFLATION, AND OVERZEALOUS GOVERMMENT REGULATION,

END OF AN ERA

THE ERA IS OVER WHEN POLITICIANS CAN BUY POLITICAL

POWER WITH TAXPAYERS' DOLLARS. THE PEOPLE ARE DEMANDING
AN END TO THE “TAX AND TAX, SPEND AND SPEND” PHILOSOPHY
WHICH HAS DOMINATED OUR GOVERNMENT FOR FAR TOO LONG.

NO ONE ISSUE IS MORE REFLECTIVE OF THE PUBLIC MOOD AND
NONE HOLDS GREATER POLITICAL PROMISE FOR THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY THAN THE STATE OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY.
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WAGE AMD PRICE PROGRAMS

IM THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THERE WILL BE CONSIDERABLE
ATTENTION OM THE NEW “VOLUNTARY” WAGE AND PRICE PROGRAMS
INITIATED BY THE ADMINISTRATION. CLEARLY, THE PRESIDENT
IS RIGHT IM FOCUSING NATIONAL ATTENTION ON INFLATION.

IT IS N0 SECRET THAT PRICES ARE SKYROCKETING, IN FACT,
THIS YEAR THE RISE IN THE CONSUMER PRICE IMDEX WILL BE
TWICE AS HIGH AS IT WAS IN THE LAST YEAR OF THE FORD
ADMINISTRATION., ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS NOW SPEAK IN
TERMS OF SLCWING INFLATION NEXT YEAR TO 7%. HOWEVER,
WITH FURTHER INCREASES IN THE MINIMUM WAGF AND SOCIAL
SECURITY TAXES SLATED NEXT YEAR, EVEN THOSE PROJECTIONS
ARE. OPTIMISTIC,
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I DON'T BELIEVE THAT A COMPLICATED AND BUREAUCRACY-

LADEN SET CF PRICE AND WAGE CONTROLS WILL WORK, BUSINESS
DOESN’T THINK SO, LABOR DOESN'T THINK SO AND CONSUMERS
DON'T THINK THIS WILL WORK., CERTAINLY, IF WE EXAMINE

OUR PAST EXPERIENCES WITH THIS TYPE OF PROGRAM, WE ARE
FLIRTING WITH ANOTHER DISASTER--PARTICULARLY IF
"VOLUNTARY” CONTROLS BECOME MANDATORY COMTROLS.
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THE ADMINISTRATION’S PROGRAM IS ONLY TREATING

THE SYMPTOMS OF INFLATION, NOT THE CAUSE. WE NEED TO
REDUCE FEDERAL SPENDING, STOP THE GOVERNMENT’S PRINTING
PRESS AND FREE UP MONEY FOR PRIVATE VENTURES. WE NEED
TO CUT BACK ON NEEDLESS AND SENSELESS GOVERNMENT
REGULATION THAT, ACCORDING TO SOME ESTIMATES, ADDS AS
MUCH AS $100 BILLION A YEAR TO THE PRICE TAG OF THE
GONDS WE RUY. WE NEED TO INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY. THERE
IS NO AQUESTION THAT THE LACK OF INCREASES IN AMERICAN
PRODUCTIVITY HAS CONTRIBUTED TO INFLATION. THE
PRODUCTIVITY OF THE AMERICAN WORK FORCE, MEASURED OVER
THE LAST 10 YEARS, HAS BEEN LESS THAN A QUARTER OF THAT
OF JAPAN. EVEN THE TROUBLED ECONOMY OF GREAT BRITAIN
HAS GREATER PRODUCTIVITY THAN DCES THE UNITED STATES.

I BELIEVE WE NEED TO INCREASE INCENTIVES, THROUGH

THE TAX SYSTEM FOR INSTANCE, TO REVERSE THE TREND,
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WE WON'T GET A HANDLE ON INFLATION--AND THE HIGH TAXES

IT MANDATES--UNTIL WE RESTORE FISCAL SANITY IN WASHINGTON,
SLOW THE INEXORABLE GROWTH OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING,
ELIMINATE HUGE BUDGET DEFICITS, AND RESTORE PUBLIC
CONFIDENCE IN THE AMERICAN ECONOMY--COMFIDENCE THAT

EVERY DOLLAR SPENT BY GOVERMNMENT WILL BE AN INVESTMENT

IN AMERICA'S FUTURE, NOT AN ADDITIONAL MORTGAGE ON OUR
CHILDREN AND OUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN,
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FROSION OF CONFIDENCE

INFLATION HAS ERODED THE TAXPAYERS' CONFIDENCE IN THE
FAIRNESS OF OUR TAX SYSTEM. TODAY, IF A TAXPAYER'S
SALARY GOES UP TO ACCOMMODATE FOR INFLATION, THE TAXPAYER
ENDS UP PAYING MORE TAXES THAN BEFORE THE SALARY INCREASE.
SO HE'S HIT FROM BOTH SIDES--HIGHER TAXATION AND HIGHER
PRICES. THE TAX REDUCTION BILL JUST PASSED BY CCNGRESS,
WELCOME AS IT MAY BE TO HARD-PRESSED TAXPAYERS, ISN'T
REALLY GOING TO HELP THAT MUCH. IN FACT, DESPITE THE
$18.7 BILLICN TAX CUT, MORE THAN 80% OF OUR NATION'S
TAXPAYERS WILL RECEIVE A TAX INCREASE ON JANUARY 1.

ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS IS THAT SOCIAL SECURITY TAXES
WILL CLIMB NEXT YEAR BY AS MUCH AS $260 AND THEY WILL
CONTINUE TO CLIMB THEREAFTER,
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NATIONAL HEALTH CARE

ANOTHER PROBLEM URGENTLY NEEDING ATTENTION IS NATIONAL
HEALTH CARE. TO DATE, FEDERAL HEALTH PROGRAMS HAVE
NOT REDUCED THE PERCENTAGE OF INCOME OLDER AMERICANS
EXPEND ON MEDICAL SERVICES BY ONE POINT. BUT

COSTLY, COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE
PROPOSALS ARE NOT THE ANSWER. THEY WILL ONLY FURTHER
THE INFLATION SPIRAL IN HEALTH CARE COSTS.
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BUT IF COMPREHENSIVE FEDERAL ACTION IN THE HEALTH CARE
FIELD IS WRONG, AND IF WE, AS REPUBLICANS, OPPOSE IT,
ISN'T IT TIME TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED
CATASTROPHIC HEALTH CARE INSURANCE CAN ALLEVIATE THE
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP OF MAJCR MEDICAL EXPENSE WITHOUT
CREATING DISINCENTIVES FOR PREVENTIVE CARE AND COST
CONTROL? I THINK IT IS,

PROGRAMS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

WHILE THE PROBLEMS OF TAXFLATION AND OVERREGULATION HAVE
DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS ON EVERYONE, THEY HAVE AN ALMOST
DEADLY IMPACT ON OLDER AMERICANS AND OTHERS LIVING

ON FIXED INCOMES. IN THE PAST, WHEN WE HAVE TALKED OF
ASSISTING SENIOR CITIZENS, TOO OFTEN WE THOUGHT ONLY

IN TERMS OF MORE PROTECTIVE CARE SERVICES. IF WE WANT
TO ADDRESS THE SPECIAL CONCERNS OF OLDER CITIZENS,

I SUGGEST WE CAM HELP THE MOST BY FIRST CONTROLLING
INFLATION, TAXES, AND GOVERNMEMT SPENDING. CONTROLS IN
THESE AREAS WILL GO A LONG VIAY TOWARDS SOLVING THE
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS EMCOUNTERED BY OLDER CITIZENS.
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ARMS RACE

IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA, REPUBLICANS HAVE TRADITIONALLY
INSISTED UPON RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBE.
AND WE'VE INSISTED THAT AMERICA MAINTAIN THE MILITARY
STRENGTH IT NEEDS SO THAT THE TIME WILL NEVER COME

WHEN WE WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO NEGOTIATE WITH OUR
ADVERSARIES, BUT ONLY AGREE TO THE TERMS PRESENTED TO US.

OF COURSE, WE SHARE WITH PRESIDENT CARTER A FERVENT

HOPE FOR AN END TO THE EVER-ESCALATING ARMS RACE. NO
RESPONSIBLE POLITICIAN WANTS TO SEE OUR NATION SPEND
HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF DOLLARS YEAR AFTER YEAR IN A
FRUITLESS BATTLE WITH THE RUSSIANS FOR NUCLEAR SUPERICRITY.
BUT WE CAN'T AFFORD TO BE BLIND TO REALITY. WE MUST

BE EVER VIGILANT AND STRONG, AWARE THAT THE SOVIETS

HAVE REPEATEDLY VIOLATED ARMS AGREEMEMTS AND OTHER
TREATIES WHEN IT SUITS THEIR NATIONAL NEEDS.
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SALT 11

NOW, WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, THE SENATE WILL BE ASKED TO
RATIFY A NEW ARMS LIMITATION TREATY, I BELIEVE THAT
A GOOD TREATY, OME WHICH ADEQUATELY PROTECTS THE
UNITED STATES’ INTEREST, WOULD BE WELCOMED AT AN
EARLY DATE. BUT INDICATIONS SO FAR ARE THAT THE SALT
IT TREATY WILL HAVE SEVERAL MAJOR FLAWS,

THE CURRENT DRAFT AGREEMENTS WOULD PUT NO SERIOUS
RESTRAINT ON THE SOVIET MIRVED ICBM FORCE, THUS
INSURING THE VULNERABILITY OF OUR LAND-BASED DETERRENT,
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THE AGREEMENTS WOULD SERIOUSLY LIMIT OR PROHIBIT OUR
ABILITY TO ASSURE THE SURVIVABILITY OF OUR ICBM FORCE
THROUGH MOBILE-BASING OPTIONS,

THE AGREEMENTS WOULD GIVE UP THE VALUABLE OPTIONS OF
GROUND-LAUNCHED AND SEA-LAUNCHED INTERMEDIATE-RANGE
CRUISE MISSILES.

THE AGREEMENTS WOULD LEAVE THE SOVIET BACKFIRE INTERMEDIATE/
STRATEGIC BOMBER FREE OF AMY MEANINGFUL RESTRAINTS,

AND THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ACCEPT A STANDARD OF VERIFICATION
THAT MAY REQUIRE AN UNACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF TRUST IN
SOVIET COMPLIANCE.
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THE STAKES ARE TOO HIGH AND SOVIET ABILITY TO STRETCH
INTERPRETATION IS TOO WELL ESTABLISHED FOR US TO ACCEPT
ANYTHING LESS THAM IROMCLAD VERIFICATION, WHICH SHOULD
INCLUDE EXTENSIVE ON SITE INSPECTION BY BOTH SIDES.

I THINK WE HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND, ALL THE TIME, THAT
RECOGNIZED SELF-INTEREST WILL BE THE PRINCIPAL
DETERMINATION OF WHETHER CR NOT THE SOVIET UNIOM
FULLY COMPLIES WITH ANY AGREEMFNT.

IT JUST SEEMS TO ME THAT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO GIVE
SOMETHING OF THIS MAGNITUDE A GREAT DEAL OF SOBER
REFLECTION,
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COOPERATION WITH GOVERNMEMT

OUR PARTY CAN DO A LOT FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. WE

HAVE THE RIGHT--INDEED, THE OBLIGATION--TO OPPOSE
MISDIRECTED AND UNPRODUCTIVE SPENDING AT EVERY LEVEL

OF GOVERNMENT. BUT, TOO, AS THE PARTY OF OPPOSITION,

WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO PUT FORWARD POSITIVE INITIATIVES,
NEW APPROACHES TO THE MEEDS OF THE 20TH CENTURY.

WHEN OUR OPPONENTS ARGUE THAT OUR RESOURCES, HOUSING

AND OTHER SOCIAL PROBLEMS ARE TOO COMPLEX FOR SIMPLE
SOLUTIONS, LET US RESPOND: YES, NO GOVERMMENT PLANNER
WILL PROVIDE THE ANSWER. OMLY THE INGENUITY AND EFFORTS

OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ACTING IN COOPERATION WITH GOVERNMENT
CAN MEET THIS CHALLEMGE,
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YOU AND 1 ARE HEIRS TO HISTORY'S GREATEST LEGACY, THE
MOST SUCCESSFUL MATION ON EARTH. BUT WHEN WE TALK ABOUT
BEING THE PARTY OF FREEDOM--DEFENDING THE FREE ENTERPRISE
SYSTEM, FREEING PEOPLE FROM GOVERNMEMT REGULATION AND
OVER-TAXATION, GETTING THE GOVERMMENT OUT OF OUR PRIVATE
LIVES--THESE ARE COMMEMDABLE GOALS, BUT THEY ARE NOT
ABSTRACT GOALS. AMD OUR PARTY WAS NOT FOUNDED--NOR WILL
IT SURVIVE--OM ABSTRACTIONS.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY WAS BORN IN THE GREATEST STRUGGLE

FOR HUMAN LIBERTY THIS NATION HAS EVER KNOWN, WE EXTENDED
AND EXPANDED HUMAN FREEDOM IN A VERY REAL, TANGIBLE WAY,
TIME HAS PASSED, THE WORLD IS A VERY DIFFERENT PLACE.

BUT OUR FOUNDING PURPOSE--THE EXTENSION AND EXPANSION

OF HUMAN LIBERTY--REMAINS THE SAME--AT HOME AND ABROAD,

AND THAT IS THE BANNER WE CARRY, THE PURPOSE WE MUST
ARTICULATE, THIS YEAR, MNEXT YEAR, AND IN THE DECADES
WHICH LIE BEFORE US.
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